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ed to biennial reports by Secretary of Energy on action 

taken by agencies pursuant to this chapter. 

CHAPTER 18—NATIONAL VISITOR CENTER 
FACILITIES; UNION STATION REDEVELOP-
MENT; CAPITOL GUIDE SERVICE 

SUBCHAPTER I—UNION STATION 

PART A—NATIONAL VISITOR CENTER 

Sec. 
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facility; authorization of agreements and 
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802. Terms and conditions of agreements and 

leases. 

(a) General provisions. 

(b) Other terms and conditions. 

(c) Supplemental alterations and con-

struction; competitive bidding or 

negotiated contract; Federal title; 

purchase option; limitation of fund. 

803. Administration. 

804. Interpretive transportation services; Federal 
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805. Continuing study of needs of visitors to Wash-
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mendations; annual report. 

806. Repeals. 

807. Authorization of appropriations. 

808. Labor standards. 

809. Steam for Union Station-National Visitor 

Center complex; contract; costs. 

PART B—UNION STATION REDEVELOPMENT 

811. Assignment of right, title, and interest in the 

Union Station complex to the Secretary of 

Transportation. 

(a) Reservation of certain rights by the 
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(b) Installation of new roofs and drainage 

systems. 

(c) Permission to the Secretary of Trans-

portation to carry out certain ac-
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(d) Secretary to be relieved of certain ob-

ligations upon assignment and roof 
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recommendations. 

(a) Engineering survey. 

(b) Planning and market feasibility stud-

ies to assess commercial develop-

ment potential. 

(c) Time for completion of studies. 

(d) Availability of appropriated funds. 

(e) Reports to Congress; commitment of 

Federal funds. 

815. Development agreements. 

(a) Agreements with developers. 

(b) Selection of developers. 

(c) Modification or waiver of application 

of regulations. 

(d) Other agreements and contracts; as-

signment. 

816. Acquisition and maintenance of property. 

817. Union Station Fund; establishment; adminis-

tration; authority of the Secretary to use 

income received toward expenses. 

818. Parking facility; completion with interstate 

highway funds; limitation on apportion-

ment of funds excepted; agreement with 

District of Columbia for the administration 

of the project. 

819. Waiver or release of obligations under other 

provisions. 

Sec. 

(a) Release of Washington Terminal Com-

pany from its obligation to con-

struct a new railroad passenger sta-

tion. 

(b) Waiver of statutory and contractual 

restrictions on the use of the park-

ing facility. 

(c) Use of funds appropriated under other 

provisions without matching funds 

requirement. 

(d) Architect of Capitol authorized to 

supply steam or chilled water to the 

Union Station complex. 

819a. Union Station Redevelopment Corporation. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ADVISORY COMMISSION 

821. National Visitor Facilities Advisory Commis-

sion; establishment; functions. 

822. Composition of Commission. 

(a) Tenure; Chairman. 

(b) Compensation and travel expenses. 

(c) Staff and facilities. 

823. Reports and recommendations. 

SUBCHAPTER III—CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER 

831. Capitol educational and informational center 

and information and distribution stations; 

operation agreements. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—CAPITOL GUIDE SERVICE 

851. Capitol Guide Service. 

(a) Establishment; designation; super-

vision of Capitol Guide Board; mem-

bership of Board. 

(b) Guided tours; regulations. 

(c) Duties of Capitol Guide Board; posi-

tions of Guide in Capitol Guide 
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Chief, Deputy Chief, and Assistant 
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ment, duties, pay, and termination 

of employment. 
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(g) Historical and educational informa-

tion. 
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SUBCHAPTER I—UNION STATION 

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in section 821 of this 

title. 

PART A—NATIONAL VISITOR CENTER 

PART REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This part is referred to in sections 811, 813, 819 of this 

title. 

§ 801. National Visitor Center; designation; park-
ing facility; authorization of agreements and 
leases for use of Union Station 

The Secretary of the Interior (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’), in con-
sultation with the Administrator of General 
Services (hereafter in this chapter referred to as 
the ‘‘Administrator’’), is authorized to negotiate 
and enter into agreements and leases with The 
Washington Terminal Company, its successors 
or assigns (hereafter in this chapter referred to 
as the ‘‘Company’’), the owner of the property in 
the District of Columbia known as Union Sta-
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tion, for use of all or a part of such property for 
a national visitor center to be known as the Na-
tional Visitor Center and a parking facility in 
connection therewith. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 101, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 43.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 97–125, § 1, Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1667, provided: 

‘‘That this Act [enacting part B (§ 811 et seq.) of this 

subchapter, amending section 802 of this title, and en-

acting provisions set out as notes under section 811 of 

this title and section 582 of Title 45, Railroads] may be 

cited as the ‘Union Station Redevelopment Act of 

1981’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 96–610, § 1, Dec. 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 3564, provided: 

‘‘That this Act [enacting section 809 of this title and 

provisions set out as a note under section 802 of this 

title] may be cited as the ‘National Visitor Center 

Emergency Repair Act of 1980’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 90–264 provided: ‘‘That this Act 

[enacting this chapter and provisions set out as a note 

under section 804 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Na-

tional Visitor Center Facilities Act of 1968’.’’ 

CAPITOL GROUNDS; ERECTION OF FLAGPOLES AND 

IMPROVEMENT OF TRAFFIC 

Pub. L. 94–320, June 25, 1976, 90 Stat. 711, provided: 

‘‘That, subject to the approval of the Architect of the 

Capitol and to such conditions as he may prescribe, the 

Secretary of the Interior is authorized to make such 

use of that portion of the United States Capitol 

Grounds adjacent or in close proximity to the side-

walks abutting the circular perimeter of the Union Sta-

tion Plaza in front of Columbus Plaza and the National 

Visitor Center as may be necessary to enable the Sec-

retary of the Interior to erect and maintain flagpoles 

to fly the flags of each of the States of the United 

States and its territories and possessions, generally as 

shown on NCPC Map File Numbered 1.11 (38.00)–27861. 

‘‘SEC. 2. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, the Architect of the Capitol is authorized, subject 

to the provisions of this Act and to such conditions as 

the Architect of the Capitol may prescribe, to enter 

into an agreement with the appropriate officials of the 

government of the District of Columbia pursuant to 

which the Architect of the Capitol is authorized to per-

mit the government of the District of Columbia to uti-

lize certain areas of the United States Capitol Grounds 

for the purpose of making certain street changes in 

order to coordinate and improve the flow of traffic to 

and from the United States Capitol Grounds and the 

National Visitor Center (formerly Union Station), and 

the flow of traffic within Union Station Plaza. 

‘‘(b) Pursuant to such agreement, the Architect of 

the Capitol is authorized to make available to the gov-

ernment of the District of Columbia, for the purposes 

referred to in subsection (a), certain portions of the 

United States Capitol Grounds as follows: 

‘‘(1) approximately two thousand one hundred 

square feet of land in Square 680, at the east end 

thereof, located within the United States Capitol 

Grounds adjacent to the Union Station Plaza, Massa-

chusetts Avenue, and E Street Northeast, in order to 

enable the government of the District of Columbia to 

carry out the purposes referred to in subsection (a) of 

this section, and to change the curbline, and relocate 

existing sidewalks and curbs, to conform to such 

street change; 

‘‘(2) approximately three thousand five hundred 

square feet of land in Square 723, at the northwest 

end thereof, located within the United States Capitol 

Grounds adjacent to the Union Station Plaza, First 

Street, and Massachusetts Avenue Northeast, in 

order to enable the government of the District of Co-

lumbia to carry out the purposes referred to in sub-

section (a) of this section, and to change the curbline, 

and relocate existing sidewalks and curbs, to conform 

to such street change; and 

‘‘(3) approximately four hundred square feet of land 

in Square 721, at the southwest end thereof, located 

within the United States Capitol Grounds adjacent to 

the Union Station Plaza and Massachusetts Avenue 

Northeast, in order to enable the government of the 

District of Columbia to carry out the purposes re-

ferred to in subsection (a) of this section, and to 

change the curbline, and relocate existing sidewalks 

and curbs, to conform to such street change. 

‘‘SEC. 3. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to 

grant to the Secretary of the Interior or to the govern-

ment of the District of Columbia any right, title, or in-

terest in or to any part of the United States Capitol 

Grounds and such area affected by this Act or any 

agreement pursuant thereto shall continue to be a part 

of the United States Capitol Grounds. All areas of the 

United States Capitol Grounds, including sidewalks, 

lawns and other growth, streets, and curblines, dis-

turbed by reason of operations pursuant to this Act 

shall be promptly relocated or restored by the Sec-

retary of the Interior or the government of the District 

of Columbia, as the case may be, in a manner approved 

by, and satisfactory to the Architect of the Capitol. 

‘‘SEC. 4. The Congress shall not incur any expense, li-

ability, obligation, or other responsibility (operational 

or otherwise), under or by reason of this Act, or any 

agreement pursuant to this Act, or be liable under any 

claim of any nature or kind that may arise from either 

the construction, operation, or maintenance of the 

flagpoles authorized by this Act, or from carrying out 

any agreement pursuant to this Act.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 802 of this title. 

§ 802. Terms and conditions of agreements and 
leases 

(a) General provisions 

The agreements and leases authorized by sec-
tion 801 of this title shall be subject to the fol-
lowing terms and conditions: 

(1) Alterations 

the Company shall agree to make such alter-
ations of the Union Station Building as the 
Secretary determines necessary to provide 
adequate facilities for visitors, which facili-
ties, including the parking facility under para-
graph (3), shall be representative of the high-
est standards of excellence of design and func-
tion; 

(2) Commencement; term 

the lease of the Union Station Building shall 
commence on a date to be mutually agreed 
upon and shall not be for a term of more than 
twenty-five years; 

(3) Parking facilities; term 

the Company, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall construct all or part of a parking 
facility, including necessary approaches and 
ramps for adequate circulation, to accommo-
date automobiles, charter buses, and other 
transportation, as appropriate, in the airspace 
northerly of and adjacent to the existing 
Union Station Building, and such structure 
shall be leased to the United States for a term 
not to exceed twenty-five years commencing 
upon a date to be mutually agreed upon; 
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(4) New railroad passenger station 

the Company shall, and it is hereby author-
ized to construct a new railroad passenger sta-
tion in the area beneath or adjacent to the 
parking facility referred to in paragraph (3); 

(5) Purchase option; amount; fair market 
value; notice, terms and conditions, and 
credit of rentals paid 

the United States shall have the option to 
purchase all of the property leased under this 
subchapter for an amount not in excess of the 
fair market value of such property any time 
after the first year of the lease on one year’s 
written notice and on such terms and condi-
tions including credit toward such purchase 
price of any portions of rentals paid by the 
United States as may be mutually agreed 
upon; 

(6) Rentals; fair rental value 

rentals paid by the United States shall not 
exceed the fair rental value of the property as 
mutually determined by the Secretary, the 
Administrator, and the Lessor; 

(7) Limitation on annual cost of leases 

the aggregate annual cost to the United 
States of all leases entered into under this 
subchapter shall not exceed $3,500,000; 

(8) Limitation on alteration and parking facil-
ity construction costs 

the total cost of all alterations referred to in 
paragraph (1) and all construction referred to 
in paragraph (3) shall not exceed $16,000,000, 
except that total cost of such alterations shall 
not exceed $5,000,000. 

(b) Other terms and conditions 

In addition to the terms and conditions set 
forth in subsection (a) of this section, agree-
ments and leases entered into under authority of 
this part shall include such other terms and con-
ditions as the Secretary and the Administrator 
jointly shall prescribe. 

(c) Supplemental alterations and construction; 
competitive bidding or negotiated contract; 
Federal title; purchase option; limitation of 
fund 

In addition to the alterations and construction 
by the company pursuant to subsection (a) of 
this section, the Secretary is authorized to un-
dertake, directly by competitive bidding or, if 
he deems it to be in the best interest of the 
United States, by negotiated contract with the 
company, its successors, agents, and assigns, 
such alterations and construction, with regard 
to the Union Station Building and the adjacent 
parking facility, as he deems necessary to sup-
plement the activities of the company in provid-
ing adequate facilities for visitors under the 
agreements and leases referred to in subsection 
(a) of this section. The Secretary may exercise 
the authority under this subsection without re-
gard to whether or not title to the Union Sta-
tion Building or the airspace adjacent thereto is 
in the United States: Provided, That he shall 
have entered into an agreement for a lease (but 
such lease need not have commenced) with the 
company incorporating the provisions of para-
graph (5) of subsection (a) of this section prior 

to the exercise of the authority under this sub-
section: And provided further, That not to exceed 
$21,580,000 of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated in section 807 of this title shall be avail-
able for the Secretary to carry out the provi-
sions of this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 102, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 43; Pub. L. 93–62, § 1, July 6, 1973, 87 Stat. 
146; Pub. L. 93–478, §§ 1–3, Oct. 26, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1449; Pub. L. 97–125, § 4(b), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1673.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–125 substituted ‘‘this 

part’’ for ‘‘this subchapter’’. 

1974—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 93–478, § 1, substituted 

‘‘mutually agreed upon’’ for ‘‘mutually agreed upon 

contingent upon when such facilities are available for 

public use,’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 93–478, § 2, substituted ‘‘shall 

construct all or part of a parking facility, including 

necessary approaches and ramps for adequate circula-

tion, to accommodate automobiles, charter buses, and 

other transportation, as appropriate, in the airspace 

northerly of and adjacent to the existing Union Station 

Building, and such structure shall be leased to the 

United States for a term not to exceed twenty-five 

years commencing upon a date to be mutually agreed 

upon’’ for ‘‘shall construct a parking facility, including 

necessary approaches and ramps, to accommodate as 

nearly as possible four thousand motor vehicles in the 

air space northerly of and adjacent to the existing 

Union Station Building, and such facility shall, upon 

completion, be leased to the United States for a term 

not to exceed twenty-five years’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–478, § 3, substituted 

‘‘$21,580,000’’ for ‘‘$8,680,000’’. 

1973—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–62 added subsec. (c). 

NATIONAL VISITOR CENTER EMERGENCY REPAIRS; AU-

THORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS; CONSULTATION; 

LEGAL LIABILITY FOR REPAIRS; CIVIL ACTION; EXIST-

ING LEASE UNAFFECTED 

Pub. L. 96–610, §§ 2, 3, Dec. 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 3564, pro-

vided that: 

‘‘SEC. 2. (a) There is hereby authorized to be appro-

priated to the Secretary of the Interior for the fiscal 

year ending September 30, 1981, the sum of $11,000,000 

for the purpose of making emergency repairs to the pri-

mary structure and roofs of the National Visitor Center 

in the District of Columbia and for the purpose of pro-

viding protection of the structural elements of the un-

finished parking facility and southeast ramp at such 

Center. Such sum shall remain available until ex-

pended. 

‘‘(b) Prior to entering into any contract for the re-

pairs or protection authorized by subsection (a) of this 

section, the Secretary of the Interior shall consult with 

the Secretary of Transportation regarding the planning 

for such repairs or protection. 

‘‘SEC. 3. (a) The Office of Legal Counsel of the Depart-

ment of Justice shall prepare an opinion on the ques-

tion of whether the United States or the Terminal Re-

alty Baltimore Co. and the Terminal Realty Penn Co. 

are legally liable for the repairs anticipated by the pro-

visions of this Act [enacting section 809 of this title and 

this note]. If the Office of Legal Counsel determines 

that there is a reasonable cause to believe a party 

other than the United States is legally obligated to 

bear all or a portion of the costs of that repair author-

ized by this Act, the Attorney General shall institute 

an action to recover expenditures that were incurred by 

the Secretary pursuant to this Act. 

‘‘(b) None of the actions taken pursuant to the provi-

sions of this Act shall be deemed to limit or affect in 

any way the rights of the United States under the lease 

for real property between Terminal Realty Baltimore 
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Co. and Terminal Realty Penn Co. and the United 

States of America, dated March 1, 1972, or any addi-

tions or modifications thereto.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 808, 813, 819 of 

this title. 

§ 803. Administration 

The Secretary shall administer any property 
leased under this subchapter in accordance with 
those provisions of sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of title 
16, as amended and supplemented, applicable to 
the administration of the national park system. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 103, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 44.) 

§ 804. Interpretive transportation services; Fed-
eral areas 

The Secretary is directed to utilize the au-
thority under sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of title 16, as 
amended and supplemented, to provide interpre-
tive transportation services between or in Fed-
eral areas within the District of Columbia and 
environs, including, but not limited to, trans-
portation of visitors on, among, and between the 
Mall, the Ellipse, the National Visitor Center, 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts, and East and West Potomac Park, and 
such other visitor facilities as may be estab-
lished pursuant to this chapter, and, with the 
concurrence of the Architect of the Capitol, to 
provide such services on, among, and between 
such areas and the United States Capitol 
Grounds. The Secretary shall determine that 
such services are desirable to facilitate visita-
tion and to insure proper management and pro-
tection of such areas. Such interpretive trans-
portation services shall, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law to the contrary, be 
deemed transportation by the United States and 
shall be under the sole and exclusive charge and 
control of the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 105, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 44; Pub. L. 93–62, § 2, July 6, 1973, 87 Stat. 
146.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1973—Pub. L. 93–62 substituted provisions for inter-

pretive transportation services between or in Federal 

areas, for former provisions respecting parking facility, 

transfer of property for vehicular access to public roads 

and highways, and alteration of traffic pattern in 

Union Station Plaza after consultation with Architect 

of Capitol. 

REPORT TO CONGRESS 

Section 104 of Pub. L. 90–264 provided that the Sec-

retary report to Congress, on or before Apr. 15, 1968, the 

results of the study concerning the problems of trans-

porting visitors along the Mall, on the United States 

Capitol Grounds, and to and from the National Visitor 

Center, which report was to include types of transpor-

tation to be utilized, the operation of any transpor-

tation system, the feasibility of providing free trans-

portation, and any proposed legislation to carry out his 

recommendations. 

§ 805. Continuing study of needs of visitors to 
Washington metropolitan area; facility rec-
ommendations; annual report 

(a) Notwithstanding the execution of any 
agreement or lease pursuant to this subchapter, 

the Secretary, in consultation with the National 
Visitor Facilities Advisory Commission estab-
lished under subchapter II of this chapter, is di-
rected (1) to make a continuing study of the 
needs of visitors to the Washington metropoli-
tan area, including the necessity and desirabil-
ity of different or additional visitor facilities, 
and of altering existing visitor facilities, and (2) 
to recommend that the Administrator acquire, 
alter, or construct such facilities. 

(b) Repealed. Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title VIII, 
§ 814(d)(1)(G), Nov. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 4196. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 106, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 44; Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title VIII, 
§ 814(d)(1)(G), Nov. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 4196.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–333 struck out subsec. 

(b) which read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall submit 

annually a report to Congress on the National Visitor 

Center authorized by this subchapter and on all other 

visitor facilities authorized in accordance with this 

chapter, including the amendments made by this chap-

ter.’’ 

§ 806. Repeals 

All existing laws or parts of laws inconsistent 
with the provisions of this chapter are hereby 
repealed to the extent to which they are so in-
consistent, but to no further or other extent. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 107, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 44.) 

§ 807. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 109, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 45.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 802 of this title. 

§ 808. Labor standards 

The Secretary shall take such action as may 
be necessary to insure that all laborers and me-
chanics employed by contractors or subcontrac-
tors on the alterations referred to in section 
802(a)(1), and the parking facility referred to in 
section 802(a)(3), of this title shall be paid wages 
at rates not less than those prevailing for the 
same type of work on similar construction in 
the locality as determined by the Secretary of 
Labor, in accordance with the Act of March 3, 
1931, as amended, known as the Davis-Bacon Act 
(46 Stat. 1494; 40 U.S.C. 276a—276a–5). The Sec-
retary of Labor shall have, with respect to the 
labor standards specified in this section, the au-
thority and functions set forth in Reorganiza-
tion Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (15 F.R. 3176; 64 
Stat. 1267) and section 276c of this title. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 110, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 45.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March 3, 1931, as amended, known as the Davis- 

Bacon Act, referred to in text, is act Mar. 3, 1931, ch. 

411, 46 Stat. 1494, as amended, which is classified gener-

ally to sections 276a to 276a–5 of this title. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
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Title note set out under section 276a of this title and 

Tables. 

Reorganization Plan Numbered 14 of 1950, referred to 

in text, is Reorg. Plan No. 14 of 1950, eff. May 24, 1950, 

15 F.R. 3176, 64 Stat. 1267, which is set out in the Appen-

dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-

ees. 

§ 809. Steam for Union Station-National Visitor 
Center complex; contract; costs 

The Architect of the Capitol may enter into a 
contract or other agreement with the Secretary 
of the Interior providing for the Architect of the 
Capitol to furnish steam from the Capitol Power 
Plant to the Union Station-National Visitor 
Center complex. Under such contract, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall pay for such steam 
at rates, not less than cost, and shall connect 
the Union Station-National Visitor Center com-
plex with the Capitol Power Plant steam lines 
without expenses to the Congress. 

(Pub. L. 96–610, § 4, Dec. 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 3564.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Visitor 

Center Emergency Repair Act of 1980, and not as part 

of the National Visitor Center Facilities Act of 1968 

which comprises this chapter. 

PART B—UNION STATION REDEVELOPMENT 

PART REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This part is referred to in section 1201 of this title. 

§ 811. Assignment of right, title, and interest in 
the Union Station complex to the Secretary 
of Transportation 

(a) Reservation of certain rights by the Sec-
retary; definition 

Upon the request of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Secretary shall assign to the Sec-
retary of Transportation all of the Secretary’s 
right, title, and interest in the Union Station 
complex, including all agreements and leases en-
tered into under part A of this subchapter. Such 
assignment may reserve to the Secretary the 
right to lease space for visitor services, to the 
extent the Secretary and the Secretary of 
Transportation may agree. For purposes of this 
subchapter, the ‘‘Union Station complex’’ shall 
include all the real property, air rights, and im-
provements leased by the Secretary under part 
A of this subchapter, together with any property 
acquired and all improvements made in accord-
ance with this part. 

(b) Installation of new roofs and drainage sys-
tems 

Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 
(a) of this section, the Secretary shall, not later 
than twelve months after December 29, 1981, 
complete the installation of new roofs and asso-
ciated drainage systems on all existing roof sur-
faces of the historic Union Station building. Of 
funds appropriated to the Secretary under the 
construction appropriation for the National 
Park System for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1982, not less than $8,100,000 shall be 
available to and allocated by the Secretary for 
such roof work. In the event the assignment pro-
vided for in subsection (a) of this section occurs 

prior to completion of such roof work, the Sec-
retary shall continue to be responsible for such 
roof work until its completion, except as the 
Secretary and the Secretary of Transportation 
may otherwise agree. 

(c) Permission to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation to carry out certain activities 

Prior to the assignment provided for in sub-
section (a) of this section, the Secretary shall 
permit the Secretary of Transportation to carry 
out or cause to be carried out the activities au-
thorized by this part or by title VII of the Rail-
road Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act 
of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 851 et seq.). 

(d) Secretary to be relieved of certain obligations 
upon assignment and roof installation 

After both the assignment provided for in sub-
section (a) of this section and the completion of 
the roof installation required by subsection (b) 
of this section, the Secretary shall be relieved of 
the authority and obligation under part A of 
this subchapter to construct and operate a Na-
tional Visitor Center at Union Station. The pro-
visions of part A of this subchapter shall there-
after be deemed superseded by any contrary or 
inconsistent provisions of this part. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 111, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1667.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform 

Act of 1976, referred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 94–210, 

Feb. 5, 1976, 90 Stat. 31, as amended. Title VII of the 

Act, which enacted subchapter III (§ 851 et seq.) of chap-

ter 17 of Title 45, Railroads, and amended sections 543, 

545, 546, 562, 563, 564, and 791 of Title 45 and section 1653 

of former Title 49, Transportation, was repealed and 

the provisions thereof reenacted principally in chapter 

249 of Title 49, Transportation, by Pub. L. 103–272, July 

5, 1994, 108 Stat. 745, the first section of which enacted 

subtitles II, III, and V to X of Title 49, and by Pub. L. 

103–429, § 7(a)(1), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4388. 

SALE OF AIR RIGHTS 

Pub. L. 105–33, title IX, § 9102, Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 

670, provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Administrator of General Services shall 

sell, at fair market value and in a manner to be deter-

mined by the Administrator, the air rights adjacent to 

Washington Union Station described in subsection (b), 

including air rights conveyed to the Administrator 

under subsection (d). The Administrator shall complete 

the sale by such date as is necessary to ensure that the 

proceeds from the sale will be deposited in accordance 

with subsection (c). 
‘‘(b) DESCRIPTION.—The air rights referred to in sub-

section (a) total approximately 16.5 acres and are de-

picted on the plat map of the District of Columbia as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) Part of lot 172, square 720. 
‘‘(2) Part of lots 172 and 823, square 720. 
‘‘(3) Part of lot 811, square 717. 

‘‘(c) PROCEEDS.—Before September 30, 2002, proceeds 

from the sale of air rights under subsection (a) shall be 

deposited in the general fund of the Treasury and cred-

ited as miscellaneous receipts. 
‘‘(d) CONVEYANCE OF AMTRAK AIR RIGHTS.— 

‘‘(1) GENERAL RULE.—As a condition of future Fed-

eral financial assistance, Amtrak shall convey to the 

Administrator of General Services on or before De-

cember 31, 1997, at no charge, all of the air rights of 

Amtrak described in subsection (b). 
‘‘(2) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—If Amtrak does not meet 

the condition established by paragraph (1), Amtrak 
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shall be prohibited from obligating Federal funds 

after March 1, 1998.’’ 

CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF POLICY 

Section 2 of Pub. L. 97–125 provided that: ‘‘The Con-

gress finds and declares that— 

‘‘(1) Union Station in Washington, District of Co-

lumbia, commissioned by Congress in 1903, designed 

by Daniel H. Burnham in monumental Beaux Arts 

style, and completed by the Washington Terminal 

Company in 1907, is an important historic and archi-

tectural landmark of the Nation’s Capital; 

‘‘(2) Union Station was built and used exclusively 

as a rail passenger station until Congress decided to 

make the historic Union Station building a National 

Visitor Center in 1968, allocating rail passenger oper-

ations to a replacement facility behind the historic 

building; 

‘‘(3) the use of rail passenger service to and from 

Washington, District of Columbia, declining when the 

National Visitor Center Facilities Act of 1968 [this 

chapter] was enacted, has dramatically increased 

since that time with the advent of and substantial 

Federal investment in the National Railroad Pas-

senger Corporation and the northeast corridor im-

provement project, justifying a reversal of the policy 

adopted 13 years ago; 

‘‘(4) the historic Union Station building is now un-

safe and unusable, and the replacement railroad sta-

tion is inconvenient and inadequate for present and 

projected rail ridership demand; 

‘‘(5) it is in the national interest to preserve the ar-

chitectural features of Union Station and to provide 

in the Union Station complex a sound and fully oper-

ational transportation terminal; 

‘‘(6) the Union Station complex and its vicinity 

present an opportunity for successful commercial de-

velopment integrated with the transportation func-

tions of the facility; and 

‘‘(7) the purposes of this Act [see Short Title of 1981 

Amendment note set out under section 801 of this 

title] are to achieve the goals of historic preservation 

and improved rail use of Union Station with maxi-

mum reliance on the private sector and minimum re-

quirement for Federal assistance.’’ 

§ 812. Rehabilitation and redevelopment of the 
Union Station complex; goals 

The Secretary of Transportation shall provide 
for the rehabilitation and redevelopment of the 
Union Station complex primarily as a multiple- 
use transportation terminal serving the Nation’s 
Capital, and secondarily as a commercial com-
plex, in accordance with the following goals: 

(a) Preservation of the exterior facade and 
other historically and architecturally signifi-
cant features of the Union Station building; 

(b) Restoration and operation of a portion of 
the historic Union Station building as a rail 
passenger station, together with holding fa-
cilities for charter, transit, and intercity 
buses in the Union Station complex; 

(c) Commercial development of the Union 
Station complex that will, to the extent pos-
sible, financially support the continued oper-
ation and maintenance of such complex; and 

(d) Withdrawal by the Federal Government 
from any active role in the operation and 
management of the Union Station complex as 
soon as practical and at the least possible Fed-
eral expense consistent with the goals set 
forth in subsections (a) through (c) of this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 112, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1668.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 815 of this title. 

§ 813. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Transportation such sums as 
may be necessary to meet lease and other obli-
gations, including maintenance requirements, 
incurred by the Secretary and assigned to the 
Secretary of Transportation under this part. 
The Secretary shall transfer to the Secretary of 
Transportation at the time of such assignment 
such sums as may have been appropriated to the 
Secretary to meet such obligations and not yet 
expended as of the date of such assignment. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 
802(a)(5) of this title, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation is authorized to purchase for the United 
States any property that was leased by the Sec-
retary under part A of this subchapter and as-
signed to the Secretary of Transportation under 
this part. The purchase agreement for such prop-
erty may provide for payment by the Secretary 
of Transportation over a term not to exceed six 
years. There are authorized to be appropriated 
to the Secretary of Transportation, in addition 
to the sums authorized by subsection (a) of this 
section, not to exceed $275,000 per year for not to 
exceed six years to carry out such purchase. 
Such purchase shall not be subject to the provi-
sions of title III of the Uniform Relocation As-
sistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies 
Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 4651 et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 113, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1669.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Prop-

erty Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, referred to in sub-

sec. (b), is Pub. L. 91–646, Jan. 2, 1971, 84 Stat. 1894, as 

amended. Title III of the Uniform Relocation Assist-

ance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 

is classified generally to subchapter III (§ 4651 et seq.) of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 

note set out under section 4601 of Title 42 and Tables. 

§ 814. Studies to determine feasibility of rehabili-
tation and improvements; implementation of 
recommendations 

(a) Engineering survey 

The Secretary of Transportation shall, on an 
emergency basis, carry out an engineering sur-
vey of all existing structures at the Union Sta-
tion complex for the following purposes: 

(1) to determine those actions necessary or 
desirable to preserve the long-term structural 
integrity of, and provide functional utility 
systems for, the historic Union Station build-
ing; 

(2) in cooperation with Amtrak, to deter-
mine those actions necessary or desirable to 
restore rail passenger handling functions to 
the historic Union Station building and other-
wise improve rail passenger service facilities 
at Union Station, including improved pas-
senger access to the trains; and 

(3) to prepare detailed estimates of the costs 
of such rehabilitation and improvement. 
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(b) Planning and market feasibility studies to as-
sess commercial development potential 

Concurrently with the engineering survey re-
quired by subsection (a) of this section, the Sec-
retary of Transportation, in cooperation with 
the National Railroad Passenger Corporation, 
shall carry out a planning and market feasibil-
ity study to assess the commercial development 
potential of the Union Station complex. Such 
study shall also include, but not be limited to, 
an assessment of the feasibility and desirability 
of: 

(1) providing passenger transportation serv-
ices from Union Station to the commercial 
airports in the area; 

(2) constructing a heliport at or near the 
Union Station complex; and 

(3) relocating to office space in Union Sta-
tion the offices of Federal or other public 
transportation agencies. 

(c) Time for completion of studies 

The Secretary of Transportation shall com-
plete the engineering survey required by this 
section not later than six months after Decem-
ber 29, 1981, and shall complete the planning and 
market feasibility study required by this section 
not later than twelve months after December 29, 
1981. 

(d) Availability of appropriated funds 

Of amounts appropriated under section 
704(a)(1) and (2) of the Railroad Revitalization 
and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 
854(a)(1) and (2)), $1,000,000 shall be available to 
and be utilized by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation to carry out the purposes of subsections 
(a) and (b) of this section. 

(e) Reports to Congress; commitment of Federal 
funds 

Within twelve months following December 29, 
1981, the Secretary of Transportation shall sub-
mit a report to the Congress on the results of 
the engineering survey and planning and market 
feasibility studies carried out under this sec-
tion. Such report shall be referred to the Com-
mittees on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation and Environment and Public Works of 
the Senate and the Committees on Energy and 
Commerce and Public Works and Transportation 
of the House, respectively. Such report shall in-
clude a specific commitment of Federal funds 
for completion of the rehabilitation of the his-
toric Union Station building, together with any 
necessary request for appropriations, in the 
amount determined by the Secretary of Trans-
portation to be necessary in light of the survey 
and studies carried out under this section, from 
either or both of the following sources: 

(1) funds authorized to be appropriated and 
not yet appropriated under section 704(a) of 
the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory 
Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 854(a)) that are in 
excess of the amounts set out in the last sen-
tence of such section 704(a); and 

(2) funds programed or reprogramed from 
any other appropriation available to the Sec-
retary of Transportation. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this sub-
section, no funds from the Northeast Corridor 

Improvement Project and other rail or rail-re-
lated programs in excess of $29,000,000 shall be 
available for the completion of the rehabilita-
tion of the historic Union Station building or 
other purposes determined by the Secretary of 
Transportation to be necessary in light of the 
survey and studies carried out under this section 
if within ninety calendar days of continuous ses-
sion of the Congress after any request for such 
excess funds either the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce of the House of Representatives 
or the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate disapproves of the 
availability of such excess funds for such pur-
poses by majority vote. For purposes of this sub-
section, continuity of session of the Congress is 
broken only by an adjournment sine die, and the 
days on which either House is not in session be-
cause of an adjournment of more than three 
days to a day certain are excluded in the com-
putation of the period described in this sub-
section. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 114, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1669.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 704(a) of the Railroad Revitalization and Reg-

ulatory Reform Act of 1976, referred to in subsecs. (d) 

and (e)(1), is section 704(a) of Pub. L. 97–125, which en-

acted section 854(a) of Title 45, Railroads, and was re-

pealed and the provisions thereof reenacted in section 

24909 of Title 49, Transportation, by Pub. L. 103–272, 

July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 745, the first section of which en-

acted subtitles II, III, and V to X of Title 49. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of 

Representatives treated as referring to Committee on 

Commerce of House of Representatives and Committee 

on Public Works and Transportation of House of Rep-

resentatives treated as referring to Committee on 

Transportation and Infrastructure of House of Rep-

resentatives by section 1(a) of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as 

a note preceding section 21 of Title 2, The Congress. 

Committee on Commerce of House of Representatives 

changed to Committee on Energy and Commerce of 

House of Representatives, and jurisdiction over matters 

relating to securities and exchanges and insurance gen-

erally transferred to Committee on Financial Services 

of House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 5, 

One Hundred Seventh Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

§ 815. Development agreements 

(a) Agreements with developers 

In order to achieve the goals set out in section 
812 of this title, the Secretary of Transportation 
is authorized to select and subsequently enter 
into one or more agreements (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as ‘‘development agree-
ments’’) with one or more responsible individ-
uals, corporations, or other private entities with 
demonstrated experience in the financing, 
undertaking, and managing of commercial real 
estate development (hereafter in this chapter re-
ferred to as ‘‘developers’’). 

(b) Selection of developers 

The Secretary of Transportation shall pre-
scribe the procedures and criteria for selection 
of a developer for the Union Station complex: 
Provided, That no final developer selection shall 
be made unless and until at least two developers 
meeting minimum criteria prescribed by the 
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Secretary of Transportation have submitted to 
the Secretary of Transportation specific design 
and financing proposals for the rehabilitation 
and redevelopment of the Union Station com-
plex, and specific proposals for the acquisition, 
conveyance, or lease of real property. The Sec-
retary of Transportation is directed to initiate 
discussions with potential developers as soon as 
possible following enactment of this section to 
assure the earliest possible selection of a devel-
oper or developers. 

(c) Modification or waiver of application of regu-
lations 

Development agreements entered into under 
this section shall be considered cooperative 
agreements for purposes of chapter 63 of title 31. 
With respect to such development agreements, 
the Secretary of Transportation is authorized to 
modify or waive the application of regulations 
otherwise applicable to Federal or Department 
of Transportation financial assistance agree-
ments, to the extent the Secretary of Transpor-
tation determines in his discretion to be nec-
essary to accomplish the purposes of this part at 
the lowest cost to the Federal Government. 

(d) Other agreements and contracts; assignment 

The Secretary of Transportation is further au-
thorized to enter into such other agreements 
and contracts, except any agreement or contract 
to sell property rights at the Union Station 
complex, with such persons, corporations, finan-
cial institutions, Federal, regional, or local 
agencies, or the Architect of the Capitol as the 
Secretary of Transportation deems necessary or 
desirable to carry out the purposes of this part. 
Any such agreement may be made assignable to 
a selected developer or developers of the Union 
Station complex. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 115, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1670.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (c), ‘‘chapter 63 of title 31’’ substituted for 

‘‘the Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 

1977 (41 U.S.C. 501 et seq.)’’ on authority of Pub. L. 

97–258, § 4(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1067, the first sec-

tion of which enacted Title 31, Money and Finance. 

§ 816. Acquisition and maintenance of property 

(a)(1) The Secretary of Transportation is au-
thorized to acquire for the United States, by 
lease, purchase, or otherwise, any interest in 
real property (including, without limitation, in-
terests in the nature of easements or reserva-
tions) and any other property interest (includ-
ing, without limitation, contract rights) in or 
relating or adjacent to the Union Station com-
plex that the Secretary of Transportation deems 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this part. 

(2) Repealed. Pub. L. 100–480, § 8, Oct. 7, 1988, 
102 Stat. 2334. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Secretary of Transportation is author-
ized to maintain, use, operate, manage, and 
lease, either directly, by contract, or through 
development agreements, any property interest 
held or acquired by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation for the United States under this part, in 
such manner and subject to such terms, condi-

tions, covenants, and easements as the Sec-
retary of Transportation deems necessary or de-
sirable to carry out the purposes of this part. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 116, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1671; amended 
Pub. L. 100–480, § 8, Oct. 7, 1988, 102 Stat. 2334.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 100–480 struck out par. (2) 

which read as follows: ‘‘If the Secretary of Transpor-

tation determines that property under the jurisdiction 

of the Architect of the Capitol in squares 721 and 722 

eastward of the historic Union Station building is nec-

essary to carry out the purposes of this part, the Sec-

retary of Transportation may request assignment of 

such property to the use of the Secretary of Transpor-

tation, as a part of the Union Station complex, and 

subject to the provisions of this part, and the Architect 

of the Capitol shall so assign such property.’’ 

§ 817. Union Station Fund; establishment; admin-
istration; authority of the Secretary to use 
income received toward expenses 

(a) The Secretary of Transportation is author-
ized to use income and proceeds received from 
activities authorized by this part, including, 
without limitation, operating and leasing in-
come and payments made to the Federal Gov-
ernment under development agreements, to pay 
expenses incurred by the Secretary of Trans-
portation in carrying out the purposes of this 
part, including, without limitation, construc-
tion, acquisition, leasing, operation, and main-
tenance expenses, and payments made to devel-
opers under development agreements. 

(b) A special deposit account is hereby estab-
lished in the Treasury of the United States, to 
be known as the Union Station Fund, which 
shall be administered as a revolving fund. Such 
special deposit account shall be credited with re-
ceipts of the Secretary of Transportation from 
activities authorized by this part and the bal-
ance in such special deposit account shall be 
available in such amounts as are specified in an-
nual appropriation Acts for making expendi-
tures authorized by this part. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 117, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1671.) 

PAYMENTS BY UNION STATION REDEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION OR SUCCESSOR ON FIRST DEED OF TRUST 

Pub. L. 106–346, § 101(a) [title I], Oct. 23, 2000, 114 Stat. 

1356, 1356A–14, which provided that as part of the Wash-

ington Union Station transaction in which the Sec-

retary assumed the first deed of trust on the property 

and, where the Union Station Redevelopment Corpora-

tion or any successor was obligated to make payments 

on such deed of trust on the Secretary’s behalf, includ-

ing payments on and after Sept. 30, 1988, the Secretary 

could receive such payments directly from the Union 

Station Redevelopment Corporation, credit them to the 

appropriation charged for the first deed of trust, and 

make payments on the first deed of trust with those 

funds, was from the Department of Transportation and 

Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001, and was not 

repeated in subsequent appropriations acts. 
Similar provisions were contained in the following 

prior appropriation acts: 
Pub. L. 106–69, title I, Oct. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 998. 
Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(g) [title I], Oct. 21, 1998, 

112 Stat. 2681–439, 2681–450. 
Pub. L. 105–66, title I, Oct. 27, 1997, 111 Stat. 1433. 

Pub. L. 104–205, title I, Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 2961. 

Pub. L. 104–50, title I, Nov. 15, 1995, 109 Stat. 445. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

Pub. L. 103–331, title I, Sept. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 2479. 

Pub. L. 103–122, title I, Oct. 27, 1993, 107 Stat. 1209. 

Pub. L. 102–388, title I, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1533. 

Pub. L. 102–143, title I, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 931. 

Pub. L. 101–516, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2170. 

Pub. L. 101–164, title I, Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 1084. 

Pub. L. 100–457, title I, Sept. 30, 1988, 102 Stat. 2139. 

§ 818. Parking facility; completion with interstate 
highway funds; limitation on apportionment 
of funds excepted; agreement with District of 
Columbia for the administration of the 
project 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
title 23, and other Acts pertaining to Federal- 
Aid Highways, the Secretary of Transportation 
shall immediately approve the completion of the 
parking facility, and associated ramps (includ-
ing any necessary pedestrian access and walk-
ways, escalators, elevators, moving sidewalk ac-
cess, and connections) at Union Station, to be fi-
nanced with interstate highway funds appor-
tioned to the District of Columbia. To the ex-
tent necessary to complete such project, such 
apportionment shall not be subject to any obli-
gation limitation enacted for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1982, or the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1983. The amount of such ap-
portionment necessary to complete such project, 
not to exceed $40,000,000, shall remain available 
to the District of Columbia until expended, 
without regard to the provisions of section 118(b) 
of title 23. The Federal share shall be 100 per 
centum of the total cost of such project. 

(b) Within sixty days of December 29, 1981, the 
Secretary of Transportation shall enter into an 
agreement with the District of Columbia’s De-
partment of Transportation for the Secretary of 
Transportation’s administration of the project 
described in subsection (a) of this section. Such 
project agreement shall provide that all right, 
title, and interest in such parking facility shall 
remain in the United States. The rate of fees 
charged for use of the parking facility may ex-
ceed the rate required for maintenance and oper-
ation of the facility, and shall be established in 
a manner that encourages its use by rail pas-
sengers and participants in activities in the 
Union Station complex and area. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 118, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1672.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 819 of this title. 

§ 819. Waiver or release of obligations under 
other provisions 

(a) Release of Washington Terminal Company 
from its obligation to construct a new rail-
road passenger station 

The Secretary of Transportation is authorized, 
on such terms and conditions as he may pre-
scribe, to release the Washington Terminal 
Company from any or all of its obligations 
under agreements and leases entered into under 
part A of this subchapter, including, without 
limitation, the obligation to construct a new 
railroad passenger station as provided in section 
802(a)(4) of this title. 

(b) Waiver of statutory and contractual restric-
tions on the use of the parking facility 

The Secretary of Transportation shall waive 
such statutory or contractual restrictions on 
the use of the parking structure and associated 
ramps described in section 818 of this title as 
would otherwise be required or imposed because 
funds for such construction were or are provided 
under chapter 53 of title 49. 

(c) Use of funds appropriated under other provi-
sions without matching funds requirement 

The Secretary of Transportation is authorized 
to use funds appropriated under section 
24909(a)(2)(A) of title 49 to carry out the purposes 
of this part without regard to the matching 
funds requirement of section 24902(c)(1) 1 of title 
49. Funds appropriated under section 24909 of 
title 49 may not be used for design, construction, 
or operation of a heliport at or near Union Sta-
tion. 

(d) Architect of Capitol authorized to supply 
steam or chilled water to the Union Station 
complex 

The Architect of the Capitol is authorized to 
enter into agreements with the Secretary of 
Transportation or his designee or assign to fur-
nish steam or chilled water or both from the 
Capitol Power Plant to the Union Station com-
plex, at no expense to the legislative branch. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 119, as added Pub. L. 
97–125, § 3(3), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1672; amended 
Pub. L. 102–240, title III, § 3003(b), Dec. 18, 1991, 
105 Stat. 2088.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 24902(c) of title 49, referred to in subsec. (c), 

was repealed and subsec. (f) of that section was redesig-

nated (c) by Pub. L. 105–134, title IV, § 405(b)(1)(A), Dec. 

2, 1997, 111 Stat. 2586. Provisions relating to matching 

funds requirement no longer appear in section 24902. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsecs. (b) and (c), ‘‘chapter 53 of title 49’’ sub-

stituted for ‘‘the Federal Transit Act, as amended (49 

U.S.C. 1601 et seq.)’’, ‘‘section 24909(a)(2)(A) of title 49’’ 

substituted for ‘‘section 704(a)(2) of the Railroad Revi-

talization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 

854(a)(2))’’, ‘‘section 24902(c)(1) of title 49’’ substituted 

for ‘‘section 703(1)(B) of such Act (45 U.S.C. 853(1)(B))’’, 

and ‘‘section 24909 of title 49’’ substituted for ‘‘section 

704(a) of such Act’’ on authority of Pub. L. 103–272, 

§ 6(b), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1378, the first section of 

which enacted subtitles II, III, and V to X of Title 49, 

Transportation. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–240 substituted ‘‘Federal 

Transit Act’’ for ‘‘Urban Mass Transportation Act of 

1964’’. 

§ 819a. Union Station Redevelopment Corpora-
tion 

To further the rehabilitation, redevelopment 
and operation of the Union Station complex, the 
Secretary of Transportation, the Administrator 
of the Federal Railroad Administration, or their 
designees are authorized to serve as ex officio 
members of the Board of Directors of the Union 
Station Redevelopment Corporation. 
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(Pub. L. 90–264, title I, § 120, as added Pub. L. 
105–178, title I, § 1211(b), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 
188.) 

SUBCHAPTER II—ADVISORY COMMISSION 

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in section 805 of this 

title. 

§ 821. National Visitor Facilities Advisory Com-
mission; establishment; functions 

There is hereby created a National Visitor Fa-
cilities Advisory Commission (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Commission’’) which 
shall (1) conduct a continuing review of the Na-
tional Visitor Center established pursuant to 
subchapter I of this chapter, (2) conduct con-
tinuing investigations and studies of sites and 
plans to provide additional facilities and serv-
ices for visitors and students coming to the Na-
tion’s Capital, and (3) advise the Secretary and 
the Administrator with respect to the planning, 
construction, acquisition, and operation of all 
such visitor facilities. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title II, § 201, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 45.) 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMISSIONS 

Advisory commissions in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to 

terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 

period following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a 

commission established by the President or an officer 

of the Federal Government, such commission is re-

newed by appropriate action prior to the expiration of 

such 2-year period, or in the case of a commission es-

tablished by the Congress, its duration is otherwise 

provided by law. See sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 

92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Ap-

pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-

ployees. 

§ 822. Composition of Commission 

(a) Tenure; Chairman 

The Commission shall be composed of the Sec-
retary, the Administrator, the Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution, the Chairman of the 
National Capital Planning Commission, the 
Chairman of the Commission of Fine Arts, six 
Members of the Senate, three from each party, 
to be appointed by the President of the Senate, 
and six Members of the House of Representa-
tives, three from each party, to be appointed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and three members appointed by the President, 
at least two of whom shall not be officers of the 
Federal Government, and one member of whom 
shall be a representative of the District of Co-
lumbia government. Non-Federal members shall 
serve at the pleasure of the President. The Sec-
retary shall be the Chairman of the Commission. 
The Commission shall meet at the call of the 
Chairman. 

(b) Compensation and travel expenses 

Members of the Commission who are not offi-
cers or employees of the Federal Government or 
the government of the District of Columbia 
shall be entitled to receive compensation in ac-
cordance with section 3109 of title 5 and travel 
expenses including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence as authorized by section 5703 of title 5 for 

persons in the government service employed 
intermittently. 

(c) Staff and facilities 

The Director of the National Park Service, in 
consultation with the Administrator, shall pro-
vide the necessary staff and facilities to assist 
the Commission in carrying out its duties under 
this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title II, § 202, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 45.) 

§ 823. Reports and recommendations 

The Commission shall, from time to time, re-
port to the Secretary and the Administrator the 
results of its reviews, studies, and investiga-
tions. In the case of any report recommending 
additional facilities for visitors, such report 
shall include the Commission’s recommenda-
tions as to a site or sites for the facilities to be 
provided, together with preliminary plans, spec-
ifications, and architectural drawings for such 
facilities as well as the estimated cost of the 
recommended sites and facilities. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title II, § 203, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 46.) 

SUBCHAPTER III—CAPITOL VISITOR 
CENTER 

§ 831. Capitol educational and informational cen-
ter and information and distribution sta-
tions; operation agreements 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Architect of the Capitol, in consultation 
with the House Office Building Commission and 
the Senate Office Building Commission, is here-
by authorized and directed to provide adequate 
space and facilities in the Capitol Building for 
an educational and informational center and in-
formation and distribution stations to afford 
visitors to the Capitol Building an opportunity 
to acquire (1) information relative to Congres-
sional offices, (2) assistance relative to their 
visit to the Capitol, (3) pamphlets, books, draw-
ings, slides and photographs, and related mate-
rials, and (4) information about the Capitol and 
the history of the Capitol Building and past and 
present Congresses. All materials distributed by 
such educational and informational center and 
such stations shall first be approved by the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol, after consultation with 
the Committee on House Oversight of the House 
of Representatives, the Senate Committee on 
Rules and Administration, the United States 
Capitol Historical Society, and such other edu-
cational and historical groups as the Architect 
of the Capitol deems appropriate. The Architect 
of the Capitol is hereby authorized to enter into 
such agreements as may be reasonably nec-
essary to operate such educational and informa-
tional center and stations. 

(Pub. L. 90–264, title III, § 301, Mar. 12, 1968, 82 
Stat. 46; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 221(16), Aug. 
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1750.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘Committee on 

House Oversight of the House of Representatives’’ for 

‘‘House Committee on House Administration’’. 
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CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-

tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE OF SENATE 

VISITORS; STUDY AND REPORT 

Pub. L. 103–283, title I, § 2, July 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 1426, 

provided that: 

‘‘(a) Not later than September 30, 1995, the Secretary 

of the Senate shall submit to the Committee on Rules 

and Administration a report evaluating the quality and 

scope of the educational experience available to visi-

tors to the Senate concerning the constitutional and 

historical role of the Senate in American Government 

and society. 

‘‘(b) The Secretary of the Senate shall include in the 

report a plan for the improvement of the educational 

experience available to Senate visitors. Senate officers 

and officials and legislative branch support agencies 

shall work with the Secretary of the Senate in the de-

velopment of the plan. Appropriate executive branch 

agencies, such as the National Archives and Records 

Administration and the Smithsonian Institution, are 

encouraged to offer assistance to the Secretary of the 

Senate in developing the plan. 

‘‘(c) There are authorized to be paid out of the contin-

gent fund of the Senate, upon vouchers approved by the 

Secretary of the Senate, such sums as are necessary to 

reimburse the routine expenses associated with devel-

oping the report required by this section.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER IV—CAPITOL GUIDE SERVICE 

§ 851. Capitol Guide Service 

(a) Establishment; designation; supervision of 
Capitol Guide Board; membership of Board 

There is hereby established an organization 
under the Congress of the United States, to be 
designated the ‘‘Capitol Guide Service’’, which 
shall be subject to the direction, supervision, 
and control of a Capitol Guide Board consisting 
of the Architect of the Capitol, the Sergeant at 
Arms of the Senate, and the Sergeant at Arms of 
the House of Representatives. 

(b) Guided tours; regulations 

The Capitol Guide Service is authorized and 
directed to provide guided tours of the interior 
of the United States Capitol Building for the 
education and enlightenment of the general pub-
lic, without charge for such tours. All such tours 
shall be conducted in compliance with regula-
tions prescribed by the Capitol Guide Board. 

(c) Duties of Capitol Guide Board; positions of 
Guide in Capitol Guide Service; establish-
ment and revision; Chief, Deputy Chief, and 
Assistant Chief Guide and Guides: appoint-
ment, duties, pay, and termination of em-
ployment 

The Capitol Guide Board is authorized— 
(1) with the prior approval of the Committee 

on Rules and Administration of the Senate 
and the Committee on House Oversight of the 
House of Representatives, to establish and re-
vise such number of positions of Guide in the 
Capitol Guide Service as the Board considers 
necessary to carry out effectively the activi-
ties of the Capitol Guide Service; 

(2) to appoint, on a permanent basis, without 
regard to political affiliation, and solely on 
the basis of fitness to perform their duties, a 

Chief Guide, a Deputy Chief Guide, and an As-
sistant Chief Guide, and, in addition, such 
number of Guides as may be authorized under 
subparagraph (1) of this subsection; 

(3) to prescribe their duties and responsibil-
ities; 

(4) with the prior approval of the Committee 
on Rules and Administration of the Senate 
and the Committee on House Oversight of the 
House of Representatives, to fix, and adjust 
from time to time, their respective rates of 
pay at single per annum (gross) rates; and 

(5) to terminate their employment as the 
Board considers appropriate. 

(d) Uniforms 

The Capitol Guide Board shall— 
(1) prescribe a uniform dress, including ap-

propriate insignia, which shall be worn by per-
sonnel of the Capitol Guide Service when on 
duty; and 

(2) from time to time, as may be necessary, 
procure and furnish such uniforms to such per-
sonnel without charge to such personnel. 

(e) Acceptance of fees; prohibition 

An employee of the Capitol Guide Service 
shall not charge or accept any fee, or accept any 
gratuity, for or on account of his official serv-
ices. 

(f) Personnel detail 

The Capitol Guide Board may detail personnel 
of the Capitol Guide Service to assist the United 
States Capitol Police by providing ushering and 
informational services, and other services not 
directly involving law enforcement, in connec-
tion with the inauguration of the President and 
Vice President of the United States, the official 
reception of representatives of foreign nations 
and other persons by the Senate or House of 
Representatives, and other special or ceremonial 
occasions in the United States Capitol Building 
or on the United States Capitol Grounds which 
require the presence of additional Government 
personnel and which cause the temporary sus-
pension of the performance of the regular duties 
of the Capitol Guide Service. 

(g) Historical and educational information 

The Capitol Guide Board may receive and con-
sider advice and information from any private 
historical or educational organization, associa-
tion, or society with respect to those operations 
of the Capitol Guide Service which involve the 
furnishing of historical and educational infor-
mation to the general public. 

(h) Regulations for operation of Service 

With the prior approval of the Committee on 
Rules and Administration of the Senate and the 
Committee on House Administration of the 
House of Representatives, the Capitol Guide 
Board shall prescribe such regulations as the 
Board considers necessary and appropriate for 
the operation of the Capitol Guide Service. 

(i) Disciplinary action 

The Capitol Guide Board may take appro-
priate disciplinary action, including, when cir-
cumstances warrant, suspension from duty with-
out pay, reduction in pay, demotion, or removal 
from employment with the Capitol Guide Serv-
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ice, against any employee who violates any pro-
vision of this section or any regulations pre-
scribed by the Board pursuant to this section. 

(j) Volunteers 

(1) Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 31, the 
Capitol Guide Service is authorized to accept 
voluntary personal services. 

(2) No person shall be permitted to donate per-
sonal services under this subsection unless the 
person has first agreed, in writing, to waive any 
claim against the United States arising out of or 
in connection with such services, other than a 
claim under chapter 81 of title 5. 

(3) No person donating personal services under 
this section shall be considered an employee of 
the United States for any purpose other than for 
purposes of chapter 81 of title 5. 

(4) In no case shall the acceptance of personal 
services under this section result in the reduc-
tion of pay or displacement of any employee of 
the Capitol Guide Service. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 441, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1190; Pub. L. 95–94, title I, Aug. 5, 1977, 91 
Stat. 671; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 221(17), Aug. 
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1750; Pub. L. 104–279, Oct. 9, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3358.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the National Visi-

tor Center Facilities Act of 1968 which comprises this 

chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (c)(1), (4). Pub. L. 104–186, § 221(17)(A), 

substituted ‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House Administra-

tion’’. 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 104–279 added subsec. (j). 

Pub. L. 104–186, § 221(17)(B), struck out subsec. (j) 

which read as follows: ‘‘The expenses of the Capitol 

Guide Service shall be paid from the contingent fund of 

the House of Representatives, until appropriations are 

available for the payment of such expenses.’’ 

1977—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 95–94 inserted reference to 

Deputy Chief Guide. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-

tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 95–94 provided that the amendment is effec-

tive Oct. 1, 1977. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective immediately prior to noon on Jan. 

3, 1971, see section 601(1) of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as an 

Effective Date of 1970 Amendment note under section 

72a of Title 2, The Congress. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Certain functions of Sergeant at Arms of House of 

Representatives transferred to Director of Non-legisla-

tive and Financial Services by section 7 of House Reso-

lution No. 423, One Hundred Second Congress, Apr. 9, 

1992. Director of Non-legislative and Financial Services 

replaced by Chief Administrative Officer of House of 

Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-

dred Fourth Congress, Jan. 4, 1995. 

INCREASES IN COMPENSATION 

Increases in compensation for the Capitol Guide 

Board, the Chief Guide, the Deputy Chief Guide, the As-

sistant Chief Guide, and the Guides of the Capitol 

Guide Service under authority of the Federal Pay Com-

parability Act of 1970 (Pub. L. 91–656), see Salary Direc-

tives of the President pro tempore of the Senate, set 

out as notes under section 60a–1 of Title 2, The Con-

gress. 

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

Section 443 of Pub. L. 91–510 provided that: 
‘‘(a) The initial appointments, under section 441(c)(2) 

of this Act [subsec. (c)(2) of this section], of personnel 

of the Capitol Guide Service shall be effective on the ef-

fective date of this section. The Capitol Guide Board 

shall afford, to each person who is a member of the 

United States Capitol Guides immediately prior to 

such effective date, the opportunity to be appointed to 

a comparable position in the Capitol Guide Service 

without reduction in level of rank and seniority. For 

the purposes of the initial appointments of such per-

sons, the number of such persons shall be considered to 

have been authorized for the Capitol Guide Service 

under section 441(c)(1) of this Act [subsec. (c)(1) of this 

section]. The per annum (gross) rate of pay of each such 

person so initially appointed shall be a rate equal to 

the per annum rate of pay received by the United 

States Capitol Guides, who worked full tours of duty, 

averaged over the last five calendar years (excluding 

1968) ending prior to the date of enactment of this Act 

[Oct. 26, 1970]. Subject to section 441(i) of this Act [sub-

sec. (i) of this section], the rate of each such person so 

initially appointed shall not, at any time after such 

initial appointment, be less than the rate at which he 

was initially appointed so long as he remains in the 

same position; but, when such position becomes vacant, 

the rate of pay of any subsequent appointee thereto 

shall be fixed in accordance with section 441 of this Act 

[this section]. 
‘‘(b) The United States Capitol Police Board shall 

transfer, on the effective date of this section, to the 

Capitol Guide Board, all personnel records, financial 

records, assets, and other property of the United States 

Capitol Guides, which exist immediately prior to such 

effective date. 
‘‘(c) As soon as practicable after the effective date of 

this section but not later than the close of the sixtieth 

day after such effective date, the Capitol Guide Board 

shall, out of the assets and property transferred under 

subsection (b) of this section, on the basis of a special 

audit which shall be conducted by the General Ac-

counting Office— 
‘‘(1) settle and pay any outstanding accounts pay-

able of the United States Capitol Guides, 
‘‘(2) discharge the financial and other obligations of 

the United States Capitol Guides (including reim-

bursement to purchasers of tickets for guided tours 

which are purchased and paid for in advance of in-

tended use and are unused), and 
‘‘(3) otherwise wind up the affairs of the United 

States Capitol Guides, 
which exist immediately prior to such effective date. 

The Capitol Guide Board shall dispose of any net mone-

tary amounts remaining after the winding up of the af-

fairs of the United States Capitol Guides, in accordance 

with the practices and procedures of the United States 

Capitol Guides, existing immediately prior to the effec-

tive date of this section, with respect to disposal of 

monetary surpluses.’’ 
Section 443 of Pub. L. 91–510 effective immediately 

prior to noon on Jan. 3, 1971, see section 601(1) of Pub. 

L. 91–510, set out as an Effective Date of 1970 Amend-

ment note under section 72a of Title 2, The Congress. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 2 section 60j. 

CHAPTER 19—CAPITOL AND WHITE HOUSE- 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE DEVELOPMENT 

Sec. 

871. Congressional findings. 


