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Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L. 106–396, § 404(2), amended head-
ing and text of par. (2) generally. Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘An approved institution of higher 
education and a designated exchange visitor program 
shall remit the fees collected under paragraph (1) to the 
Attorney General pursuant to a schedule established by 
the Attorney General.’’ 

Subsec. (e)(3). Pub. L. 106–396, § 404(3), substituted 
‘‘alien who seeks’’ for ‘‘alien who has’’ and ‘‘who seeks 
to come’’ for ‘‘who has come’’. 

Subsec. (e)(4)(A). Pub. L. 106–553 inserted before pe-
riod at end of second sentence ‘‘, except that, in the 
case of an alien admitted under section 1101(a)(15)(J) of 
this title as an au pair, camp counselor, or participant 
in a summer work travel program, the fee shall not ex-
ceed $35’’ without reference to amendment made by 
Pub. L. 106–396, § 404(4)(A). See below. 

Pub. L. 106–396, § 404(4)(A), inserted before period at 
end of second sentence ‘‘, except that, in the case of an 
alien admitted under section 1101(a)(15)(J) of this title 
as an au pair, camp counselor, or participant in a sum-
mer work travel program, the fee shall not exceed $40’’. 
See amendment note above. 

Subsec. (e)(4)(B). Pub. L. 106–396, § 404(4)(B), inserted 
at end ‘‘Such expenses include, but are not necessarily 
limited to, those incurred by the Secretary of State in 
connection with the program under subsection (a) of 
this section.’’ 

Subsec. (e)(5), (6). Pub. L. 106–396, § 404(5), added pars. 
(5) and (6). 

Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 106–396, § 405, amended heading 
and text of par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, text 
read as follows: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months after the 
submission of the report required by subsection (f) of 
this section, the Attorney General, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Edu-
cation, shall commence expansion of the program to 
cover the nationals of all countries. 

‘‘(B) DEADLINE.—Such expansion shall be completed 
not later than 1 year after the date of the submission 
of the report referred to in subsection (f) of this sec-
tion.’’ 

Subsec. (h)(2)(A). Pub. L. 106–396, § 406(1), substituted 
‘‘Secretary of State’’ for ‘‘Director of the United States 
Information Agency’’. 

FOREIGN STUDENT MONITORING PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 107–56, title IV, § 416(a), (b), Oct. 26, 2001, 115 
Stat. 354, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FULL IMPLEMENTATION AND EXPANSION OF FOR-
EIGN STUDENT VISA MONITORING PROGRAM REQUIRED.— 
The Attorney General, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, shall fully implement and expand the 
program established by section 641(a) of the Illegal Im-
migration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1372(a)). 

‘‘(b) INTEGRATION WITH PORT OF ENTRY INFORMA-
TION.—For each alien with respect to whom informa-
tion is collected under section 641 of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1372), the Attorney General, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, shall include informa-
tion on the date of entry and port of entry.’’ 

§ 1373. Communication between government 
agencies and the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service 

(a) In general 

Notwithstanding any other provision of Fed-
eral, State, or local law, a Federal, State, or 
local government entity or official may not pro-
hibit, or in any way restrict, any government 
entity or official from sending to, or receiving 
from, the Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice information regarding the citizenship or im-
migration status, lawful or unlawful, of any in-
dividual. 

(b) Additional authority of government entities 

Notwithstanding any other provision of Fed-
eral, State, or local law, no person or agency 
may prohibit, or in any way restrict, a Federal, 
State, or local government entity from doing 
any of the following with respect to information 
regarding the immigration status, lawful or un-
lawful, of any individual: 

(1) Sending such information to, or request-
ing or receiving such information from, the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

(2) Maintaining such information. 
(3) Exchanging such information with any 

other Federal, State, or local government en-
tity. 

(c) Obligation to respond to inquiries 

The Immigration and Naturalization Service 
shall respond to an inquiry by a Federal, State, 
or local government agency, seeking to verify or 
ascertain the citizenship or immigration status 
of any individual within the jurisdiction of the 
agency for any purpose authorized by law, by 
providing the requested verification or status 
information. 

(Pub. L. 104–208, div. C, title VI, § 642, Sept. 30, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3009–707.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 
and also as part of the Omnibus Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 1997, and not as part of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1374. Information regarding female genital mu-
tilation 

(a) Provision of information regarding female 
genital mutilation 

The Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(in cooperation with the Department of State) 
shall make available for all aliens who are is-
sued immigrant or nonimmigrant visas, prior to 
or at the time of entry into the United States, 
the following information: 

(1) Information on the severe harm to phys-
ical and psychological health caused by female 
genital mutilation which is compiled and pre-
sented in a manner which is limited to the 
practice itself and respectful to the cultural 
values of the societies in which such practice 
takes place. 

(2) Information concerning potential legal 
consequences in the United States for (A) per-
forming female genital mutilation, or (B) al-
lowing a child under his or her care to be sub-
jected to female genital mutilation, under 
criminal or child protection statutes or as a 
form of child abuse. 

(b) Limitation 

In consultation with the Secretary of State, 
the Commissioner of Immigration and Natu-
ralization shall identify those countries in 
which female genital mutilation is commonly 
practiced and, to the extent practicable, limit 
the provision of information under subsection 
(a) of this section to aliens from such countries. 

(c) ‘‘Female genital mutilation’’ defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘female 
genital mutilation’’ means the removal or 
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1 So in original. Probably should be section ‘‘1229b(b)(2)’’. 

infibulation (or both) of the whole or part of the 
clitoris, the labia minora, or labia majora. 

(Pub. L. 104–208, div. C, title VI, § 644, Sept. 30, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3009–708.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 
and also as part of the Omnibus Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 1997, and not as part of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1375. Mail-order bride business 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds as follows: 
(1) There is a substantial ‘‘mail-order bride’’ 

business in the United States. With approxi-
mately 200 companies in the United States, an 
estimated 2,000 to 3,500 men in the United 
States find wives through mail-order bride 
catalogs each year. However, there are no offi-
cial statistics available on the number of 
mail-order brides entering the United States 
each year. 

(2) The companies engaged in the mail-order 
bride business earn substantial profits. 

(3) Although many of these mail-order mar-
riages work out, in many other cases, anec-
dotal evidence suggests that mail-order brides 
find themselves in abusive relationships. 
There is also evidence to suggest that a sub-
stantial number of mail-order marriages are 
fraudulent under United States law. 

(4) Many mail-order brides come to the 
United States unaware or ignorant of United 
States immigration law. Mail-order brides who 
are battered often think that if they flee an 
abusive marriage, they will be deported. Often 
the citizen spouse threatens to have them de-
ported if they report the abuse. 

(5) The Immigration and Naturalization 
Service estimates that the rate of marriage 
fraud between foreign nationals and United 
States citizens or aliens lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence is 8 percent. It is unclear 
what percentage of these marriage fraud cases 
originate as mail-order marriages. 

(b) Information dissemination 

(1) Requirement 

Each international matchmaking organiza-
tion doing business in the United States shall 
disseminate to recruits, upon recruitment, 
such immigration and naturalization informa-
tion as the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service deems appropriate, in the recruit’s na-
tive language, including information regard-
ing conditional permanent residence status 
and the battered spouse waiver under such 
status, permanent resident status, marriage 
fraud penalties, the unregulated nature of the 
business engaged in by such organizations, and 
the study required under subsection (c) of this 
section. 

(2) Civil penalty 

(A) Violation 

Any international matchmaking organiza-
tion that the Attorney General determines 
has violated this subsection shall be subject, 

in addition to any other penalties that may 
be prescribed by law, to a civil money pen-
alty of not more than $20,000 for each such 
violation. 

(B) Procedures for imposition of penalty 

Any penalty under subparagraph (A) may 
be imposed only after notice and oppor-
tunity for an agency hearing on the record 
in accordance with sections 554 through 557 
of title 5. 

(c) Study 

The Attorney General, in consultation with 
the Commissioner of Immigration and Natu-
ralization and the Director of the Violence 
Against Women Initiative of the Department of 
Justice, shall conduct a study of mail-order 
marriages to determine, among other things— 

(1) the number of such marriages; 
(2) the extent of marriage fraud in such mar-

riages, including an estimate of the extent of 
marriage fraud arising from the services pro-
vided by international matchmaking organiza-
tions; 

(3) the extent to which mail-order spouses 
utilize section 1254a(a)(3) 1 of this title (provid-
ing for suspension of deportation in certain 
cases involving abuse), or section 
1154(a)(1)(A)(iii) of this title (providing for cer-
tain aliens who have been abused to file a clas-
sification petition on their own behalf); 

(4) the extent of domestic abuse in mail- 
order marriages; and 

(5) the need for continued or expanded regu-
lation and education to implement the objec-
tives of the Violence Against Women Act of 
1994 and the Immigration Marriage Fraud 
Amendments of 1986 with respect to mail-order 
marriages. 

(d) Report 

Not later than 1 year after September 30, 1996, 
the Attorney General shall submit a report to 
the Committees on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives and of the Senate setting forth 
the results of the study conducted under sub-
section (c) of this section. 

(e) Definitions 

As used in this section: 

(1) International matchmaking organization 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘international matchmaking or-
ganization’’ means a corporation, partner-
ship, business, or other legal entity, whether 
or not organized under the laws of the 
United States or any State, that does busi-
ness in the United States and for profit of-
fers to United States citizens or aliens law-
fully admitted for permanent residence, dat-
ing, matrimonial, or social referral services 
to nonresident noncitizens, by— 

(i) an exchange of names, telephone 
numbers, addresses, or statistics; 

(ii) selection of photographs; or 
(iii) a social environment provided by 

the organization in a country other than 
the United States. 
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