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1 So in original. Probably should be section ‘‘1229b(b)(2)’’. 

infibulation (or both) of the whole or part of the 
clitoris, the labia minora, or labia majora. 

(Pub. L. 104–208, div. C, title VI, § 644, Sept. 30, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3009–708.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 
and also as part of the Omnibus Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 1997, and not as part of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1375. Mail-order bride business 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds as follows: 
(1) There is a substantial ‘‘mail-order bride’’ 

business in the United States. With approxi-
mately 200 companies in the United States, an 
estimated 2,000 to 3,500 men in the United 
States find wives through mail-order bride 
catalogs each year. However, there are no offi-
cial statistics available on the number of 
mail-order brides entering the United States 
each year. 

(2) The companies engaged in the mail-order 
bride business earn substantial profits. 

(3) Although many of these mail-order mar-
riages work out, in many other cases, anec-
dotal evidence suggests that mail-order brides 
find themselves in abusive relationships. 
There is also evidence to suggest that a sub-
stantial number of mail-order marriages are 
fraudulent under United States law. 

(4) Many mail-order brides come to the 
United States unaware or ignorant of United 
States immigration law. Mail-order brides who 
are battered often think that if they flee an 
abusive marriage, they will be deported. Often 
the citizen spouse threatens to have them de-
ported if they report the abuse. 

(5) The Immigration and Naturalization 
Service estimates that the rate of marriage 
fraud between foreign nationals and United 
States citizens or aliens lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence is 8 percent. It is unclear 
what percentage of these marriage fraud cases 
originate as mail-order marriages. 

(b) Information dissemination 

(1) Requirement 

Each international matchmaking organiza-
tion doing business in the United States shall 
disseminate to recruits, upon recruitment, 
such immigration and naturalization informa-
tion as the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service deems appropriate, in the recruit’s na-
tive language, including information regard-
ing conditional permanent residence status 
and the battered spouse waiver under such 
status, permanent resident status, marriage 
fraud penalties, the unregulated nature of the 
business engaged in by such organizations, and 
the study required under subsection (c) of this 
section. 

(2) Civil penalty 

(A) Violation 

Any international matchmaking organiza-
tion that the Attorney General determines 
has violated this subsection shall be subject, 

in addition to any other penalties that may 
be prescribed by law, to a civil money pen-
alty of not more than $20,000 for each such 
violation. 

(B) Procedures for imposition of penalty 

Any penalty under subparagraph (A) may 
be imposed only after notice and oppor-
tunity for an agency hearing on the record 
in accordance with sections 554 through 557 
of title 5. 

(c) Study 

The Attorney General, in consultation with 
the Commissioner of Immigration and Natu-
ralization and the Director of the Violence 
Against Women Initiative of the Department of 
Justice, shall conduct a study of mail-order 
marriages to determine, among other things— 

(1) the number of such marriages; 
(2) the extent of marriage fraud in such mar-

riages, including an estimate of the extent of 
marriage fraud arising from the services pro-
vided by international matchmaking organiza-
tions; 

(3) the extent to which mail-order spouses 
utilize section 1254a(a)(3) 1 of this title (provid-
ing for suspension of deportation in certain 
cases involving abuse), or section 
1154(a)(1)(A)(iii) of this title (providing for cer-
tain aliens who have been abused to file a clas-
sification petition on their own behalf); 

(4) the extent of domestic abuse in mail- 
order marriages; and 

(5) the need for continued or expanded regu-
lation and education to implement the objec-
tives of the Violence Against Women Act of 
1994 and the Immigration Marriage Fraud 
Amendments of 1986 with respect to mail-order 
marriages. 

(d) Report 

Not later than 1 year after September 30, 1996, 
the Attorney General shall submit a report to 
the Committees on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives and of the Senate setting forth 
the results of the study conducted under sub-
section (c) of this section. 

(e) Definitions 

As used in this section: 

(1) International matchmaking organization 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘international matchmaking or-
ganization’’ means a corporation, partner-
ship, business, or other legal entity, whether 
or not organized under the laws of the 
United States or any State, that does busi-
ness in the United States and for profit of-
fers to United States citizens or aliens law-
fully admitted for permanent residence, dat-
ing, matrimonial, or social referral services 
to nonresident noncitizens, by— 

(i) an exchange of names, telephone 
numbers, addresses, or statistics; 

(ii) selection of photographs; or 
(iii) a social environment provided by 

the organization in a country other than 
the United States. 
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(B) Exception 

Such term does not include a traditional 
matchmaking organization of a religious na-
ture that otherwise operates in compliance 
with the laws of the countries of the recruits 
of such organization and the laws of the 
United States. 

(2) Recruit 

The term ‘‘recruit’’ means a noncitizen, non-
resident person, recruited by the international 
matchmaking organization for the purpose of 
providing dating, matrimonial, or social refer-
ral services to United States citizens or aliens 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence. 

(Pub. L. 104–208, div. C, title VI, § 652, Sept. 30, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3009–712.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Violence Against Women Act of 1994, referred to 
in subsec. (c)(5), is title IV of Pub. L. 103–322, Sept. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 1902. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 13701 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, 
and Tables. 

The Immigration Marriage Fraud Amendments of 
1986, referred to in subsec. (c)(5), is Pub. L. 99–639, Nov. 
10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3537. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1986 Amend-
ments note set out under section 1101 of this title and 
Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, 
and also as part of the Omnibus Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 1997, and not as part of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1376. Data on nonimmigrant overstay rates 

(a) Collection of data 

Not later than the date that is 180 days after 
April 27, 1998, the Attorney General shall imple-
ment a program to collect data, for each fiscal 
year, regarding the total number of aliens with-
in each of the classes of nonimmigrant aliens de-
scribed in section 1101(a)(15) of this title whose 
authorized period of stay in the United States 
terminated during the previous fiscal year, but 
who remained in the United States notwith-
standing such termination. 

(b) Annual report 

Not later than June 30, 1999, and not later than 
June 30 of each year thereafter, the Attorney 
General shall submit an annual report to the 
Congress providing numerical estimates, for 
each country for the preceding fiscal year, of the 
number of aliens from the country who are de-
scribed in subsection (a) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 105–173, § 2, Apr. 27, 1998, 112 Stat. 56.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1377. Collection of data on detained asylum 
seekers 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall regularly collect 
data on a nation-wide 1 basis with respect to asy-

lum seekers in detention in the United States, 
including the following information: 

(1) The number of detainees. 
(2) An identification of the countries of ori-

gin of the detainees. 
(3) The percentage of each gender within the 

total number of detainees. 
(4) The number of detainees listed by each 

year of age of the detainees. 
(5) The location of each detainee by deten-

tion facility. 
(6) With respect to each facility where de-

tainees are held, whether the facility is also 
used to detain criminals and whether any of 
the detainees are held in the same cells as 
criminals. 

(7) The number and frequency of the trans-
fers of detainees between detention facilities. 

(8) The average length of detention and the 
number of detainees by category of the length 
of detention. 

(9) The rate of release from detention of de-
tainees for each district of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service. 

(10) A description of the disposition of cases. 

(b) Annual reports 

Beginning October 1, 1999, and not later than 
October 1 of each year thereafter, the Attorney 
General shall submit to the Committee on the 
Judiciary of each House of Congress a report 
setting forth the data collected under subsection 
(a) of this section for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30 of that year. 

(c) Availability to public 

Copies of the data collected under subsection 
(a) of this section shall be made available to 
members of the public upon request pursuant to 
such regulations as the Attorney General shall 
prescribe. 

(Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(h) [title IX, § 903], 
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–480, 2681–541.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Haitian Refugee 
Immigration Fairness Act of 1998, and also as part of 
the Treasury and General Government Appropriations 
Act, 1999, and the Omnibus Consolidated and Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1999, and not 
as part of the Immigration and Nationality Act which 
comprises this chapter. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 1378 of this title. 

§ 1378. Collection of data on other detained 
aliens 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall regularly collect 
data on a nationwide basis on aliens being de-
tained in the United States by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service other than the aliens 
described in section 1377 of this title, including 
the following information: 

(1) The number of detainees who are crimi-
nal aliens and the number of detainees who 
are noncriminal aliens who are not seeking 
asylum. 

(2) An identification of the ages, gender, and 
countries of origin of detainees within each 
category described in paragraph (1). 
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