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ignated market area’” means a designated
market area, as determined by Nielsen
Media Research and published in the
19992000 Nielsen Station Index Directory
and Nielsen Station Index United States
Television Household Estimates or any suc-
cessor publication.

(3) NETWORK STATION; SATELLITE CARRIER;
SECONDARY TRANSMISSION.—The terms ‘‘net-
work station’, ‘‘satellite carrier’, and ‘‘sec-
ondary transmission’” have the meanings
given such terms under section 119(d).

(4) SUBSCRIBER.—The term ‘‘subscriber”
means a person who receives a secondary
transmission service from a satellite carrier
and pays a fee for the service, directly or indi-
rectly, to the satellite carrier or to a distribu-
tor.

(6) TELEVISION BROADCAST STATION.—The
term ‘‘television broadcast station”—

(A) means an over-the-air, commercial or
noncommercial television broadcast station
licensed by the Federal Communications
Commission under subpart E of part 73 of
title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, except
that such term does not include a low-power
or translator television station; and

(B) includes a television broadcast station
licensed by an appropriate governmental au-
thority of Canada or Mexico if the station
broadcasts primarily in the English lan-
guage and is a network station as defined in
section 119(d)(2)(A).

(Added Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(9) [title I,

§1002(a)], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A-523;

amended Pub. L. 107273, div. C, title III,

§13210(2)(A), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1909.)
AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-273 substituted ‘‘rights: Secondary”’
for ‘‘rights; secondary’’ in section catchline.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective July 1, 1999, see section 1000(a)(9)
[title I, §1012] of Pub. L. 106-113, set out as an Effective
Date of 1999 Amendment note under section 101 of this
title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 106, 119, 501, 511
of this title; title 18 section 2319; title 47 sections 325,
338, 339, 1103, 1109.

CHAPTER 2—COPYRIGHT OWNERSHIP AND

TRANSFER

Sec.

201. Ownership of copyright.

202. Ownership of copyright as distinct from own-
ership of material object.

203. Termination of transfers and licenses granted
by the author.

204. Execution of transfers of copyright owner-
ship.

205. Recordation of transfers and other docu-
ments.
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§201. Ownership of copyright

(a) INITIAL OWNERSHIP.—Copyright in a work
protected under this title vests initially in the

TITLE 17—COPYRIGHTS

§201

author or authors of the work. The authors of a
joint work are coowners of copyright in the
work.

(b) WORKS MADE FOR HIRE.—In the case of a
work made for hire, the employer or other per-
son for whom the work was prepared is consid-
ered the author for purposes of this title, and,
unless the parties have expressly agreed other-
wise in a written instrument signed by them,
owns all of the rights comprised in the copy-
right.

(c) CONTRIBUTIONS TO COLLECTIVE WORKS.—
Copyright in each separate contribution to a
collective work is distinct from copyright in the
collective work as a whole, and vests initially in
the author of the contribution. In the absence of
an express transfer of the copyright or of any
rights under it, the owner of copyright in the
collective work is presumed to have acquired
only the privilege of reproducing and distribut-
ing the contribution as part of that particular
collective work, any revision of that collective
work, and any later collective work in the same
series.

(d) TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP.—

(1) The ownership of a copyright may be
transferred in whole or in part by any means
of conveyance or by operation of law, and may
be bequeathed by will or pass as personal prop-
erty by the applicable laws of intestate succes-
sion.

(2) Any of the exclusive rights comprised in
a copyright, including any subdivision of any
of the rights specified by section 106, may be
transferred as provided by clause (1) and
owned separately. The owner of any particular
exclusive right is entitled, to the extent of
that right, to all of the protection and rem-
edies accorded to the copyright owner by this
title.

(e) INVOLUNTARY TRANSFER.—When an individ-
ual author’s ownership of a copyright, or of any
of the exclusive rights under a copyright, has
not previously been transferred voluntarily by
that individual author, no action by any govern-
mental body or other official or organization
purporting to seize, expropriate, transfer, or ex-
ercise rights of ownership with respect to the
copyright, or any of the exclusive rights under a
copyright, shall be given effect under this title,
except as provided under title 11.

(Pub. L. 94-553, title I, §101, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat.
2568; Pub. L. 95-598, title III, §313, Nov. 6, 1978, 92
Stat. 2676.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
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Initial Ownership. Two basic and well-established
principles of copyright law are restated in section
201(a): that the source of copyright ownership is the au-
thor of the work, and that, in the case of a ‘‘joint
work,”” the coauthors of the work are likewise coown-
ers of the copyright. Under the definition of section 101,
a work is ‘‘joint’’ if the authors collaborated with each
other, or if each of the authors prepared his or her con-
tribution with the knowledge and intention that it
would be merged with the contributions of other au-
thors as ‘‘inseparable or interdependent parts of a uni-
tary whole.”” The touchstone here is the intention, at
the time the writing is done, that the parts be absorbed
or combined into an integrated unit, although the parts



