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him, which is served upon him by mail, three
days shall be added to the prescribed period.

(c) Enlargement of time
When by this chapter or by the rules or any

order of the committee an act is required or al-
lowed to be done at or within a specified time,
the committee, for good cause shown, may at
any time in its discretion (1) with or without
motion or notice, order the period enlarged if re-
quest therefor is made before the expiration of
the period originally prescribed or as extended
by a previous order, or (2) upon motion made
after the expiration of the specified period, per-
mit the act to be done where the failure to act
was the result of excusable neglect, but it shall
not extend the time for serving and filing the
notice of contest under section 382 of this title.

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 15, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.)

§ 395. Death of contestant

In the event of the death of the contestant,
the contested election case shall abate.

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 16, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.)

§ 396. Allowance of party�s expenses

The committee may allow any party reim-
bursement from the applicable accounts of the
House of Representatives of his reasonable ex-
penses of the contested election case, including
reasonable attorneys fees, upon the verified ap-
plication of such party accompanied by a com-
plete and detailed account of his expenses and
supporting vouchers and receipts.

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 17, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290; Pub.
L. 104–186, title II, § 211(4), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat.
1744.)

AMENDMENTS

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘applicable ac-
counts’’ for ‘‘contingent fund’’.

CHAPTER 13�JOINT COMMITTEE ON
CONGRESSIONAL OPERATIONS

§§ 411 to 417. Repealed. Pub. L. 104�186, title II,
§ 212(1)(A), (2), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1745

Section 411, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 401, Oct. 26, 1970,
84 Stat. 1187, created a 10-member Joint Committee on
Congressional Operations.

Section 412, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 402, Oct. 26, 1970,
84 Stat. 1187, enumerated duties of Joint Committee.

Section 412a, based on H. Res. No. 988, § 206, Ninety-
third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, enacted into permanent law
by Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, § 101, Dec. 27, 1974, 88
Stat. 1777, related to continuing study of jurisdiction of
House standing committees by House members of Joint
Committee, periodic report to House Committee on
Rules, and contents and purposes of such report.

Section 413, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 403, Oct. 26, 1970,
84 Stat. 1188, related to powers of Joint Committee, in-
cluding rulemaking, issuing subpenas, and administer-
ing oaths.

Section 414, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 404, Oct. 26, 1970,
84 Stat. 1188, authorized Joint Committee to appoint
and manage professional staff members and to utilize
Government services, personnel, consultants, and ex-
perts.

Section 415, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 405, Oct. 26, 1970,
84 Stat. 1188, related to records of Joint Committee.

Section 416, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 406, Oct. 26, 1970,
84 Stat. 1189, established Office of Placement and Office

Management which was subject to supervision and con-
trol of Joint Committee.

Section 417, Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 407, Oct. 26, 1970,
84 Stat. 1189, directed that expenses of Joint Committee
be paid from contingent fund of House of Representa-
tives.

CHAPTER 14�FEDERAL ELECTION
CAMPAIGNS

SUBCHAPTER I—DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL
CAMPAIGN FUNDS

Sec.
431. Definitions.
432. Organization of political committees.

(a) Treasurer; vacancy; official author-
izations.

(b) Account of contributions; segregated
funds.

(c) Recordkeeping.
(d) Preservation of records and copies of

reports.
(e) Principal and additional campaign

committees; designations, status of
candidate, authorized committees,
etc.

(f) Filing with and receipt of designa-
tions, statements, and reports by
principal campaign committee.

(g) Filing with and receipt of designa-
tions, statements, and reports by
Secretary of Senate; forwarding to
Commission; filing requirements
with Commission; public inspection
and preservation of designations,
etc.

(h) Campaign depositories; designations,
maintenance of accounts, etc.;
petty cash fund for disbursements;
record of disbursements.

(i) Reports and records, compliance with
requirements based on best efforts.

433. Registration of political committees.
(a) Statements of organizations.
(b) Contents of statements.
(c) Change of information in statements.
(d) Termination, etc., requirements and

authorities.
434. Reporting requirements.

(a) Receipts and disbursements by treas-
urers of political committees; filing
requirements.

(b) Contents of reports.
(c) Statements by other than political

committees; filing; contents; indi-
ces of expenditures.

(d) Filing by facsimile device or elec-
tronic mail.

(e) Political committees.
(f) Disclosure of electioneering commu-

nications.
(g) Time for reporting certain expendi-

tures.
(h) Reports from Inaugural Committees.

435, 436. Repealed.
437. Reports on convention financing.
437a, 437b. Repealed.
437c. Federal Election Commission.

(a) Establishment; membership; term of
office; vacancies; qualifications;
compensation; chairman and vice
chairman.

(b) Administration, enforcement, and for-
mulation of policy; exclusive juris-
diction of civil enforcement; Con-
gressional authorities or functions
with respect to elections for Federal
office.

(c) Voting requirements; delegation of
authorities.



Page 257 TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS §§ 411 to 417

Sec.
(d) Meetings.
(e) Rules for conduct of activities; judi-

cial notice of seal; principal office.
(f) Staff director and general counsel; ap-

pointment and compensation; ap-
pointment and compensation of per-
sonnel and procurement of inter-
mittent services by staff director;
use of assistance, personnel, and fa-
cilities of Federal agencies and de-
partments; counsel for defense of
actions.

437d. Powers of Commission.
(a) Specific authorities.
(b) Judicial orders for compliance with

subpenas and orders of Commission;
contempt of court.

(c) Civil liability for disclosure of infor-
mation.

(d) Concurrent transmissions to Congress
or Member of budget estimates,
etc.; prior submission of legislative
recommendations, testimony, or
comments on legislation.

(e) Exclusive civil remedy for enforce-
ment.

437e. Repealed.
437f. Advisory opinions.

(a) Requests by persons, candidates, or
authorized committees; subject
matter; time for response.

(b) Procedures applicable to initial pro-
posal of rules or regulations, and
advisory opinions.

(c) Persons entitled to rely upon opin-
ions; scope of protection for good
faith reliance.

(d) Requests made public; submission of
written comments by interested
public.

437g. Enforcement.
(a) Administrative and judicial practice

and procedure.
(b) Notice to persons not filing required

reports prior to institution of en-
forcement action; publication of
identity of persons and unfiled re-
ports.

(c) Reports by Attorney General of ap-
parent violations.

(d) Penalties; defenses; mitigation of of-
fenses.

437h. Judicial review.
438. Administrative provisions.

(a) Duties of Commission.
(b) Audits and field investigations.
(c) Statutory provisions applicable to

forms and information-gathering
activities.

(d) Rules, regulations, or forms; issuance,
procedures applicable, etc.

(e) Scope of protection for good faith re-
liance upon rules or regulations.

(f) Promulgation of rules, regulations,
and forms by Commission and Inter-
nal Revenue Service; report to Con-
gress on cooperative efforts.

438a. Maintenance of website of election reports.
(a) In general.
(b) Election-related report.
(c) Coordination with other agencies.

439. Statements filed with State officers; ‘‘appro-
priate State’’ defined; duties of State offi-
cers; waiver of duplicate filing requirement
for States with electronic access.

(a) Statements filed; ‘‘appropriate State’’
defined.

(b) Duties of State officers.
(c) Waiver; electronic access.

Sec.
439a. Use of contributed amounts for certain pur-

poses.
(a) Permitted uses.
(b) Prohibited use.

439b. Repealed.
439c. Authorization of appropriations.
440, 441. Repealed.
441a. Limitations on contributions and expendi-

tures.
(a) Dollar limits on contributions.
(b) Dollar limits on expenditures by can-

didates for office of President of
United States.

(c) Increases on limits based on increases
in price index.

(d) Expenditures by national committee,
State committee, or subordinate
committee of State committee in
connection with general election
campaign of candidates for Federal
office.

(e) Certification and publication of esti-
mated voting age population.

(f) Prohibited contributions and expendi-
tures.

(g) Attribution of multi-State expendi-
tures to candidate’s expenditure
limitation in each State.

(h) Senatorial candidates.
(i) Increased limit to allow response to

expenditures from personal funds.
(j) Limitation on repayment of personal

loans.
441a–1. Modification of certain limits for House can-

didates in response to personal fund expend-
itures of opponents.

(a) Availability of increased limit.
(b) Notification of expenditures from per-

sonal funds.
441b. Contributions or expenditures by national

banks, corporations, or labor organizations.
(a) In general.
(b) Definitions; particular activities pro-

hibited or allowed.
(c) Rules relating to electioneering com-

munications.
441c. Contributions by government contractors.

(a) Prohibition.
(b) Separate segregated funds.
(c) ‘‘Labor organization’’ defined.

441d. Publication and distribution of statements
and solicitations.

(a) Identification of funding and author-
izing sources.

(b) Charge for newspaper or magazine
space.

(c) Specification.
(d) Additional requirements.

441e. Contributions and donations by foreign na-
tionals.

(a) Prohibition.
(b) ‘‘Foreign national’’ defined.

441f. Contributions in name of another prohibited.
441g. Limitation on contribution of currency.
441h. Fraudulent misrepresentation of campaign

authority.
(a) In general.
(b) Fraudulent solicitation of funds.

441i. Soft money of political parties.
(a) National committees.
(b) State, district, and local committees.
(c) Fundraising costs.
(d) Tax-exempt organizations.
(e) Federal candidates.
(f) State candidates.

441j. Repealed.
441k. Prohibition of contributions by minors.
442. Authority to procure technical support and

other services and incur travel expenses;
payment of such expenses.
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Sec.
SUBCHAPTER II—GENERAL PROVISIONS

451. Extension of credit by regulated industries;
regulations.

452. Prohibition against use of certain Federal
funds for election activities.

453. State laws affected.
(a) In general.
(b) State and local committees of politi-

cal parties.
454. Partial invalidity.
455. Period of limitations.
456. Repealed.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in sections 61a–9, 438a of
this title; title 26 section 527.

SUBCHAPTER I—DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL
CAMPAIGN FUNDS

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This subchapter is referred to in section 455 of this
title.

§ 431. Definitions

When used in this Act:
(1) The term ‘‘election’’ means—

(A) a general, special, primary, or runoff
election;

(B) a convention or caucus of a political
party which has authority to nominate a can-
didate;

(C) a primary election held for the selection
of delegates to a national nominating conven-
tion of a political party; and

(D) a primary election held for the expres-
sion of a preference for the nomination of indi-
viduals for election to the office of President.

(2) The term ‘‘candidate’’ means an individual
who seeks nomination for election, or election,
to Federal office, and for purposes of this para-
graph, an individual shall be deemed to seek
nomination for election, or election—

(A) if such individual has received contribu-
tions aggregating in excess of $5,000 or has
made expenditures aggregating in excess of
$5,000; or

(B) if such individual has given his or her
consent to another person to receive contribu-
tions or make expenditures on behalf of such
individual and if such person has received such
contributions aggregating in excess of $5,000 or
has made such expenditures aggregating in ex-
cess of $5,000.

(3) The term ‘‘Federal office’’ means the office
of President or Vice President, or of Senator or
Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress.

(4) The term ‘‘political committee’’ means—
(A) any committee, club, association, or

other group of persons which receives con-
tributions aggregating in excess of $1,000 dur-
ing a calendar year or which makes expendi-
tures aggregating in excess of $1,000 during a
calendar year; or

(B) any separate segregated fund established
under the provisions of section 441b(b) of this
title; or

(C) any local committee of a political party
which receives contributions aggregating in
excess of $5,000 during a calendar year, or

makes payments exempted from the definition
of contribution or expenditure as defined in
paragraphs (8) and (9) aggregating in excess of
$5,000 during a calendar year, or makes con-
tributions aggregating in excess of $1,000 dur-
ing a calendar year or makes expenditures ag-
gregating in excess of $1,000 during a calendar
year.

(5) The term ‘‘principal campaign committee’’
means a political committee designated and au-
thorized by a candidate under section 432(e)(1) of
this title.

(6) The term ‘‘authorized committee’’ means
the principal campaign committee or any other
political committee authorized by a candidate
under section 432(e)(1) of this title to receive
contributions or make expenditures on behalf of
such candidate.

(7) The term ‘‘connected organization’’ means
any organization which is not a political com-
mittee but which directly or indirectly estab-
lishes, administers or financially supports a po-
litical committee.

(8)(A) The term ‘‘contribution’’ includes—
(i) any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or

deposit of money or anything of value made by
any person for the purpose of influencing any
election for Federal office; or

(ii) the payment by any person of compensa-
tion for the personal services of another per-
son which are rendered to a political commit-
tee without charge for any purpose.

(B) The term ‘‘contribution’’ does not in-
clude—

(i) the value of services provided without
compensation by any individual who volun-
teers on behalf of a candidate or political com-
mittee;

(ii) the use of real or personal property, in-
cluding a church or community room used on
a regular basis by members of a community
for noncommercial purposes, and the cost of
invitations, food, and beverages, voluntarily
provided by an individual to any candidate or
any political committee of a political party in
rendering voluntary personal services on the
individual’s residential premises or in the
church or community room for candidate-re-
lated or political party-related activities, to
the extent that the cumulative value of such
invitations, food, and beverages provided by
such individual on behalf of any single can-
didate does not exceed $1,000 with respect to
any single election, and on behalf of all politi-
cal committees of a political party does not
exceed $2,000 in any calendar year;

(iii) the sale of any food or beverage by a
vendor for use in any candidate’s campaign or
for use by or on behalf of any political com-
mittee of a political party at a charge less
than the normal comparable charge, if such
charge is at least equal to the cost of such
food or beverage to the vendor, to the extent
that the cumulative value of such activity by
such vendor on behalf of any single candidate
does not exceed $1,000 with respect to any sin-
gle election, and on behalf of all political com-
mittees of a political party does not exceed
$2,000 in any calendar year;

(iv) any unreimbursed payment for travel
expenses made by any individual on behalf of


