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to, or is designed to pander to, the prurient
interest;

(B) the material depicts, describes, or rep-
resents, in a manner patently offensive with
respect to minors, an actual or simulated
sexual act or sexual contact, an actual or
simulated normal or perverted sexual act, or
a lewd exhibition of the genitals or post-pu-
bescent female breast; and

(C) taken as a whole, the material lacks
serious, literary, artistic, political, or sci-
entific value for minors.

(2) Minor

The term ‘“‘minor’” means any person under
13 years of age.

(3) Registry

The term ‘‘registry’” means the registry se-
lected to operate and maintain the United
States country code Internet domain.

(4) Successor registry

The term ‘‘successor registry’” means any
entity that enters into a contract with the
NTIA to operate and maintain the United
States country code Internet domain that cov-
ers any period after the termination or expira-
tion of the contract to operate and maintain
the United States country code Internet do-
main, and any option periods under such con-
tract, that was signed on October 26, 2001.

(5) Suitable for minors

The term ‘‘suitable for minors’’ means, with
respect to material, that it—
(A) is not psychologically or intellectually
inappropriate for minors; and
(B) serves—
(i) the educational, informational, intel-
lectual, or cognitive needs of minors; or
(ii) the social, emotional, or entertain-
ment needs of minors.

(Pub. L. 102-538, title I, §157, as added Pub. L.
107-317, §4, Dec. 4, 2002, 116 Stat. 2767.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in subsec. (d), is Pub. L. 102-538,
Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3533, as amended, known as the
Telecommunications Authorization Act of 1992. Title I
of the Act, known as the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration Organization Act, is
classified principally to this chapter. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables.

The Communications Act of 1934, referred to in sub-
sec. (e)(2), is act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat. 1064, as
amended. Title II of the Act is classified generally to
subchapter II (§201 et seq.) of chapter 5 of this title. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-
tion 609 of this title and Tables.

FINDINGS AND PURPOSES

Pub. L. 107-317, §2, Dec. 4, 2002, 116 Stat. 2766, provided
that:
‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds that—

‘(1) the World Wide Web presents a stimulating and
entertaining opportunity for children to learn, grow,
and develop educationally and intellectually;

‘“(2) Internet technology also makes available an
extensive amount of information that is harmful to
children, as studies indicate that a significant por-
tion of all material available on the Internet is re-
lated to pornography;

‘(3) young children, when trying to use the World
Wide Web for positive purposes, are often presented—
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either mistakenly or intentionally—with material

that is inappropriate for their age, which can be ex-

tremely frustrating for children, parents, and edu-
cators;

‘“(4) exposure of children to material that is inap-
propriate for them, including pornography, can dis-
tort the education and development of the Nation’s
youth and represents a serious harm to American
families that can lead to a host of other problems for
children, including inappropriate use of chat rooms,
physical molestation, harassment, and legal and fi-
nancial difficulties;

‘“(5) young boys and girls, older teens, troubled
youth, frequent Internet users, chat room partici-
pants, online risk takers, and those who commu-
nicate online with strangers are at greater risk for
receiving unwanted sexual solicitation on the Inter-
net;

‘“(6) studies have shown that 19 percent of youth
(ages 10 to 17) who used the Internet regularly were
the targets of unwanted sexual solicitation, but less
than 10 percent of the solicitations were reported to
the police;

“(7) children who come across illegal content
should report it to the congressionally authorized
CyberTipline, an online mechanism developed by the
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children,
for citizens to report sexual crimes against children;

‘(8) the CyberTipline has received more than 64,400
reports, including reports of child pornography, on-
line enticement for sexual acts, child molestation
(outside the family), and child prostitution;

‘(9) although the computer software and hardware
industries, and other related industries, have devel-
oped innovative ways to help parents and educators
restrict material that is harmful to minors through
parental control protections and self-regulation, to
date such efforts have not provided a national solu-
tion to the problem of minors accessing harmful ma-
terial on the World Wide Web;

‘“(10) the creation of a ‘green-light’ area within the
United States country code Internet domain, that
will contain only content that is appropriate for chil-
dren under the age of 13, is analogous to the creation
of a children’s section within a library and will pro-
mote the positive experiences of children and families
in the United States; and

“(11) while custody, care, and nurture of the child
reside first with the parent, the protection of the
physical and psychological well-being of minors by
shielding them from material that is harmful to
them is a compelling governmental interest.

‘“(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act [see Short
Title of 2002 Amendment note set out under section 901
of this title] are—

‘(1) to facilitate the creation of a second-level do-
main within the United States country code Internet
domain for the location of material that is suitable
for minors and not harmful to minors; and

“(2) to ensure that the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration oversees the
creation of such a second-level domain and ensures
the effective and efficient establishment and oper-
ation of the new domain.”

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 902 of this title.

CHAPTER 9—INTERCEPTION OF DIGITAL
AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS

SUBCHAPTER I—-INTERCEPTION OF DIGITAL AND
OTHER COMMUNICATIONS

Sec.
1001. Definitions.
1002. Assistance capability requirements.

(a) Capability requirements.
(b) Limitations.
(c) Emergency or exigent circumstances.
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Sec.

(d) Mobile service assistance require-
ments.

1008. Notices of capacity requirements.

(a) Notices of maximum and actual ca-
pacity requirements.

(b) Compliance with capacity notices.

(c) Notices of increased maximum capac-
ity requirements.

(d) Carrier statement.

(e) Reimbursement required for compli-
ance.

1004. Systems security and integrity.

1005. Cooperation of equipment manufacturers and
providers of telecommunications support
services.

(a) Consultation.

(b) Cooperation.

1006. Technical requirements and standards; exten-
sion of compliance date.

(a) Safe harbor.

(b) Commission authority.

(c) Extension of compliance date for
equipment, facilities, and services.

1007. Enforcement orders.

(a) Grounds for issuance.

(b) Time for compliance.

(¢) Limitations.

1008. Payment of costs of telecommunications car-
riers to comply with capability require-
ments.

(a) Equipment, facilities, and services de-
ployed on or before January 1, 1995.

(b) Equipment, facilities, and services de-
ployed after January 1, 1995.

(c) Allocation of funds for payment.

(d) Failure to make payment with re-
spect to equipment, facilities, and
services deployed on or before Janu-
ary 1, 1995.

(e) Cost control regulations.

1009. Authorization of appropriations.

1010. Reports.

(a) Reports by Attorney General.

(b) Reports by Comptroller General and
Inspector General.

SUBCHAPTER II—TELECOMMUNICATIONS
CARRIER COMPLIANCE PAYMENTS
1021. Department of Justice Telecommunications

Carrier Compliance Fund.
(a) Establishment of Fund.
(b) Deposits to Fund.
(¢) Termination.
(d) Availability of funds for expenditure.
(e) Implementation plan.
(f) Annual report to Congress.

SUBCHAPTER I—INTERCEPTION OF
DIGITAL AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This subchapter is referred to in sections 229, 1021 of
this title; title 18 sections 2518, 2522, 3124.

§1001. Definitions

For purposes of this subchapter—

(1) The terms defined in section 2510 of title
18 have, respectively, the meanings stated in
that section.

(2) The term ‘‘call-identifying information”
means dialing or signaling information that
identifies the origin, direction, destination, or
termination of each communication generated
or received by a subscriber by means of any
equipment, facility, or service of a tele-
communications carrier.

(3) The term ‘‘Commission” means the Fed-
eral Communications Commission.
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(4) The term ‘‘electronic messaging services”’
means software-based services that enable the
sharing of data, images, sound, writing, or
other information among computing devices
controlled by the senders or recipients of the
messages.

(5) The term ‘‘government’” means the gov-
ernment of the United States and any agency
or instrumentality thereof, the District of Co-
lumbia, any commonwealth, territory, or pos-
session of the United States, and any State or
political subdivision thereof authorized by law
to conduct electronic surveillance.

(6) The term ‘‘information services”’—

(A) means the offering of a capability for
generating, acquiring, storing, transforming,
processing, retrieving, utilizing, or making
available information via telecommuni-
cations; and

(B) includes—

(i) a service that permits a customer to
retrieve stored information from, or file
information for storage in, information
storage facilities;

(ii) electronic publishing; and

(iii) electronic messaging services; but

(C) does not include any capability for a
telecommunications carrier’s internal man-
agement, control, or operation of its tele-
communications network.

(7) The term ‘‘telecommunications support
services’’ means a product, software, or serv-
ice used by a telecommunications carrier for
the internal signaling or switching functions
of its telecommunications network.

(8) The term ‘‘telecommunications
rier’—

(A) means a person or entity engaged in
the transmission or switching of wire or
electronic communications as a common
carrier for hire; and

(B) includes—

(i) a person or entity engaged in pro-
viding commercial mobile service (as de-
fined in section 332(d) of this title); or

(ii) a person or entity engaged in pro-
viding wire or electronic communication
switching or transmission service to the
extent that the Commission finds that
such service is a replacement for a sub-
stantial portion of the local telephone ex-
change service and that it is in the public
interest to deem such a person or entity to
be a telecommunications carrier for pur-
poses of this subchapter; but

car-

(C) does not include—

(i) persons or entities insofar as they are
engaged in providing information services;
and

(ii) any class or category of tele-
communications carriers that the Com-
mission exempts by rule after consultation
with the Attorney General.

(Pub. L. 103414, title I, §102, Oct. 25, 1994, 108
Stat. 4279.)
EFFECTIVE DATE

Section 111 of title I of Pub. L. 103-414 provided that:
‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection
(b), this title [enacting this subchapter and provisions



