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shall be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury 
semiannually, as soon thereafter as practicable 
after March 30 and September 30 each year, to 
the State of Alaska for: (A) planning; (B) con-
struction, maintenance, and operation of essen-
tial public facilities; and (C) other necessary 
provisions of public service: Provided further, 
That in the allocation of such funds, the State 
shall give priority to use by subdivisions of the 
State most directly or severely impacted by de-
velopment of oil and gas leased under this sec-
tion. 

Any agency of the United States and any per-
son authorized by the Secretary may conduct 
geological and geophysical explorations in the 
National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska which do 
not interfere with operations under any contract 
maintained or granted previously. Any informa-
tion acquired in such explorations shall be sub-
ject to the conditions of 43 U.S.C. 1352(a)(1)(A). 

Any action seeking judicial review of the ade-
quacy of any program or site-specific environ-
mental impact statement under section 102 of 
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4332) concerning oil and gas leasing in 
the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska shall be 
barred unless brought in the appropriate Dis-
trict Court within 60 days after notice of the 
availability of such statement is published in 
the Federal Register. 

The detailed environmental studies and as-
sessments that have been conducted on the ex-
ploration program and the comprehensive land- 
use studies carried out in response to sections 
105(b) and (c) of Public Law 94–258 [42 U.S.C. 
6505(b), (c)] shall be deemed to have fulfilled the 
requirements of section 102(2)(c) of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (Public Law 91–190) 
[42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)], with regard to the first two 
oil and gas lease sales in the National Petro-
leum Reserve-Alaska: Provided, That not more 
than a total of 2,000,000 acres may be leased in 
these two sales: Provided further, That any ex-
ploration or production undertaken pursuant to 
this section shall be in accordance with section 
104(b) of the Naval Petroleum Reserves Produc-
tion Act of 1976 (90 Stat. 304; 42 U.S.C. 6504). 

(Pub. L. 96–514, title I, § 100, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 
2964; Pub. L. 98–620, title IV, § 402(41), Nov. 8, 
1984, 98 Stat. 3360; Pub. L. 105–83, title I, § 128, 
Nov. 14, 1997, 111 Stat. 1568.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This section, referred to in first par., was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 96–514, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2957, known as the Department of the Interior and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1981. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

Subpar. (H) of section 205(a)(1) of the Outer Continen-
tal Shelf Lands Act Amendments of 1978, referred to in 
first par., was redesignated subpar. (I) of section 
205(a)(1), and a new subpar. (H) was added by Pub. L. 
104–58, title III, § 303, Nov. 28, 1995, 109 Stat. 565. 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in text, is Pub. L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat. 
852, as amended, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 55 (§ 4321 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 4321 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of the 
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1981, 

and not as part of the Naval Petroleum Reserves Pro-
duction Act of 1976 which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Pub. L. 105–83, in first par., substituted cls. (8) 
to (11) and two concluding provisos for ‘‘(8) each lease 
shall be issued for an initial period of up to ten years, 
and shall be extended for so long thereafter as oil or 
gas is produced from the lease in paying quantities, or 
as drilling or reworking operations, as approved by the 
Secretary, are conducted thereon; and (9) all receipts 
from sales, rentals, bonuses, and royalties on leases is-
sued pursuant to this section shall be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States: Provided, That 50 per 
centum thereof shall be paid by the Secretary of the 
Treasury semiannually, as soon as practicable after 
March 30 and September 30 each year, to the State of 
Alaska for (a) planning, (b) construction, maintenance, 
and operation of essential public facilities, and (c) 
other necessary provisions of public service: Provided 

further, That in the allocation of such funds, the State 
shall give priority to use by subdivisions of the State 
most directly or severely impacted by development of 
oil and gas leased under this section.’’ 

1984—Pub. L. 98–620 struck out provision in third par. 
that required that any proceeding on such action be as-
signed for hearing at the earliest possible date and be 
expedited by the Court. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–620 not applicable to cases 
pending on Nov. 8, 1984, see section 403 of Pub. L. 98–620, 
set out as an Effective Date note under section 1657 of 
Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 
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§ 6601. Congressional findings; priority goals 

(a) The Congress, recognizing the profound im-
pact of science and technology on society, and 
the interrelations of scientific, technological, 
economic, social, political, and institutional 
factors, hereby finds and declares that— 

(1) the general welfare, the security, the eco-
nomic health and stability of the Nation, the 
conservation and efficient utilization of its 

natural and human resources, and the effec-
tive functioning of government and society re-
quire vigorous, perceptive support and em-
ployment of science and technology in achiev-
ing national objectives; 

(2) the many large and complex scientific 
and technological factors which increasingly 
influence the course of national and inter-
national events require appropriate provision, 
involving long-range, inclusive planning as 
well as more immediate program development, 
to incorporate scientific and technological 
knowledge in the national decisionmaking 
process; 

(3) the scientific and technological capabili-
ties of the United States, when properly fos-
tered, applied, and directed, can effectively as-
sist in improving the quality of life, in antici-
pating and resolving critical and emerging 
international, national, and local problems, in 
strengthening the Nation’s international eco-
nomic position, and in furthering its foreign 
policy objectives; 

(4) Federal funding for science and tech-
nology represents an investment in the future 
which is indispensable to sustained national 
progress and human betterment, and there 
should be a continuing national investment in 
science, engineering, and technology which is 
commensurate with national needs and oppor-
tunities and the prevalent economic situation; 

(5) the manpower pool of scientists, engi-
neers, and technicians, constitutes an invalu-
able national resource which should be uti-
lized to the fullest extent possible; and 

(6) the Nation’s capabilities for technology 
assessment and for technological planning and 
policy formulation must be strengthened at 
both Federal and State levels. 

(b) As a consequence, the Congress finds and 
declares that science and technology should con-
tribute to the following priority goals without 
being limited thereto: 

(1) fostering leadership in the quest for 
international peace and progress toward 
human freedom, dignity, and well-being by en-
larging the contributions of American sci-
entists and engineers to the knowledge of man 
and his universe, by making discoveries of 
basic science widely available at home and 
abroad, and by utilizing technology in support 
of United States national and foreign policy 
goals; 

(2) increasing the efficient use of essential 
materials and products, and generally contrib-
uting to economic opportunity, stability, and 
appropriate growth; 

(3) assuring an adequate supply of food, ma-
terials, and energy for the Nation’s needs; 

(4) contributing to the national security; 
(5) improving the quality of health care 

available to all residents of the United States; 
(6) preserving, fostering, and restoring a 

healthful and esthetic natural environment; 
(7) providing for the protection of the oceans 

and coastal zones, and the polar regions, and 
the efficient utilization of their resources; 

(8) strengthening the economy and promot-
ing full employment through useful scientific 
and technological innovations; 
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