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perseded by Ex. Ord. No. 12434, July 19, 1983, 48 F.R.
33229, formerly set out below.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NoO. 12434

Ex. Ord. No. 12434, July 19, 1983, 48 F.R. 33229, related
to the authority of the Secretary of Transportation to
operate and administer the Alaska Railroad and to de-
termine procedures for establishing rates for the Alas-
ka Railroad, and to the authority of the Secretary of
Transportation and Interstate Commerce Commission
with respect to such rates. The Alaska Railroad was
transferred to the State of Alaska on Jan. 5, 1985, and
the State of Alaska has established the Alaska Rail-
road Corporation to manage and operate the Alaska
Railroad.

CHAPTER 23—GRANTS OF SWAMP AND
OVERFLOWED LANDS

Sec.

981. Indemnity to States on sale of lands.

982. Grant to States to aid in construction of lev-
ees and drains.

983. Lists and plats of lands, for governors of
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987. Lands to be certified to State within one
year.

988. Act extended to Minnesota and Oregon.

989. Homestead entries by purchasers from Mis-
souri of lands declared not to be swamp
lands.

990. Grant to Missouri.

991. Title of purchasers of unconfirmed lands in
Arkansas confirmed.

992. Sale of erroneously designated water-covered
areas in Arkansas.

993. Sale of lands in Louisiana; preference rights;
application for purchase; appraisal; pay-
ment for land.

994. Sale of lands in Wisconsin.

§981. Indemnity to States on sale of lands

Upon proof by the authorized agent of the
State, before the Secretary of the Interior or
such officer as he may designate, that any of the
lands purchased by any person from the United
States, prior to March 2, 1855, were ‘‘swamp
lands’’, within the true intent and meaning of
the Act entitled ‘“An Act to enable the State of
Arkansas and other States to reclaim the swamp
lands within their limits’’, approved September
28, 1850, the purchase money shall be paid over
to the State wherein said land is situate; and
when the lands have been located by warrant or
scrip, the said State shall be authorized to lo-
cate a like quantity of any of the public lands
subject to entry, at $1.25 per acre, or less, and
patents shall issue therefor. The decision of the
Secretary or such officer shall be first approved
by the Secretary of the Interior.

(R.S. §2482; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Act approved September 28, 1850, referred to in text,
is act Sept. 28, 1850, ch. 84, 9 Stat. 519, which is not clas-
sified to the Code.

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2482 derived from act Mar. 2, 1855, ch. 147, §2, 10
Stat. 634, 635.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
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tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘“‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate” substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946, which abolished General Land Office
and Commissioner thereof and transferred functions of
General Land Office to a new agency in Department of
the Interior to be known as Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. See section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, set
out as a note under section 1 of this title.

§982. Grant to States to aid in construction of
levees and drains

To enable the several States (but not includ-
ing the States of Kansas, Nebraska, and Nevada)
to construct the necessary levees and drains, to
reclaim the swamp and overflowed lands there-
in—the whole of the swamp and overflowed
lands, made unfit thereby for cultivation, and
remaining unsold on or after the 28th day of
September, A.D. 1850, are granted and belong to
the several States respectively, in which said
lands are situated: Provided, however, That said
grant of swamp and overflowed lands, as to the
States of California, Minnesota, and Oregon, is
subject to the limitations, restrictions and con-
ditions hereinafter named and specified in this
chapter, as applicable to said three last-named
States respectively.

(R.S. §2479.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2479 derived from acts Sept. 28, 1850, ch. 84, §§1,
4, 9 Stat. 520; Mar. 12, 1860, ch. 5, §1, 12 Stat. 3; Feb. 19,
1874, ch. 30, 18 Stat. 16.

GRANTS NOT TO EXTEND TO ALASKA

Admission of Alaska into the Union was accom-
plished Jan. 3, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan.
3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 Stat. cl6, as required by sections
1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85-508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set
out as notes preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories
and Insular Possessions.

Land grant under Alaska Statehood provisions in lieu
of grant of land under this section (declared not to ex-
tend to Alaska), see section 6(!) of Pub. L. 85-508, set
out as a note preceding section 21 of Title 48.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 864, 988 of this
title.

§983. Lists and plats of lands, for governors of
States

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the In-
terior, to make accurate lists and plats of all
such lands, and transmit the same to the gov-
ernors of the several States in which such lands
may lie, and at the request of the governor of
any State in which said swamp and overflowed
lands may be, to cause patents to be issued to
said State therefor, conveying to said State the
fee simple of said land.

The proceeds of said lands, whether from sale
or by direct appropriation in kind, shall be ap-
plied exclusively, as far as necessary, to the re-
claiming said lands, by means of levees and
drains.

(R.S. §2480.)
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CODIFICATION

R.S. §2480 derived from act Sept. 28, 1850, ch. 84, §2,
9 Stat. 519.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 864, 988 of this
title.

§984. Legal subdivisions mostly wet and unfit for
cultivation

In making out lists and plats of the lands
aforesaid all legal subdivisions, the greater part
whereof is wet and unfit for cultivation, shall be
included in said lists and plats, but when the
greater part of a subdivision is not of that char-
acter, the whole of it shall be excluded there-
from.

(R.S. §2481.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2481 derived from act Sept. 28, 1850, ch. 84, §3,
9 Stat. 519.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 864, 988 of this
title.

§985. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, R.S. §2483, authorized the issuance of pat-
ents to purchasers or locators who have made entries
on public lands claimed as swamp lands.

§ 986. Selection of lands confirmed

All land selected and reported to the General
Land Office as swamp and overflowed land by
the several States entitled to the provisions of
said Act of September 28, 1850, prior to March 3,
A.D. 1857, are confirmed to said States respec-
tively so far as the same remained vacant and
unappropriated and not interfered with by an ac-
tual settlement under any law of the United
States.

(R.S. §2484.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2484 derived from act Mar. 3, 1857, ch. 117, 11
Stat. 251.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

General Land Office and office of Commissioner of
General Land Office abolished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of
1946, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.
Functions of former transferred to Bureau of Land
Management, and functions of latter transferred to
Secretary of the Interior or that officer as he may des-
ignate, by that Plan. See section 403 of Reorg. Plan No.
3 of 1946, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.

§987. Lands to be certified to State within one
year

It shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the
General Land Office, to certify over to the State
of California as swamp and overflowed lands, all
the lands represented as such upon the approved
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township surveys and plats, whether made be-
fore or after the 23d day of July 1866, under the
authority of the United States.

The Supervisor of Surveys shall under the di-
rection of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, examine the segregation maps and
surveys of the swamp and overflowed lands,
made by said State; and where he shall find
them to conform to the system of surveys adopt-
ed by the United States, he shall construct and
approve township plats accordingly, and forward
to the General Land Office for approval.

In segregating large bodies of land, notori-
ously and obviously swamp and overflowed, it
shall not be necessary to subdivide the same,
but to run the exterior lines of such body of
land.

In case such State surveys are found not to be
in accordance with the system of United States
surveys, and in such other townships as no sur-
vey has been made by the United States, the
commissioner shall direct the Supervisor of Sur-
veys to make segregation surveys, upon applica-
tion by the governor of said State, within one
year of such application, of all the swamp and
overflowed land in such townships, and to report
the same to the General Land Office, represent-
ing and describing what land was swamp and
overflowed, under the grant, according to the
best evidence he can obtain.

If the authorities of said State, shall claim as
swamp and overflowed, any land not represented
as such upon the map or in the returns of the
surveyors, the character of such land at the date
of the grant September 28, 1850, and the right to
the same shall be determined by testimony, to
be taken before the Supervisor of Surveys, who
shall decide the same, subject to the approval of
the Commissioner of the General Land Office.

(R.S. §2488; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2488 derived from act July 23, 1866, ch. 219, §4,
14 Stat. 219.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Offices of Commissioner of General Land Office and
Supervisor of Surveys, and General Land Office abol-
ished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100. Functions of Commis-
sioner and Supervisor transferred to Secretary of the
Interior or those officers as he may designate, and
functions of General Land Office transferred by Bureau
of Land Management, by that plan. See section 403 of
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1 of this title.

Act Mar. 3, 1925, abolished office of surveyor general
and transferred administration of all activities in
charge of surveyors general to Field Surveying Service
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

§988. Act extended to Minnesota and Oregon

The provisions of sections 982 to 984 of this
title are extended to the States of Minnesota
and Oregon: Provided, That the grant shall not
include any lands which the Government of the
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United States may have sold or disposed of
under any law, enacted prior to March 12, 1860,
prior to the confirmation of title to be made
under the authority of said sections—and the se-
lections to be made from lands already surveyed
in each of the States last named, under the au-
thority of said sections, shall have been made
within two years from the adjournment of the
legislature of each State, at its next session
after the 12th day of March, A. D. 1860—and as to
all lands surveyed or to be surveyed, thereafter,
within two years from such adjournment, at the
next session after notice by the Secretary of the
Interior to the governor of the State, that the
surveys have been completed and confirmed.

(R.S. §2490.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2490 derived from act Mar. 12, 1860, ch. 5, §§1, 2,
12 Stat. 3.

§989. Homestead entries by purchasers from Mis-
souri of lands declared not to be swamp
lands

In all cases in the State of Missouri where
lands have, prior to February 23, 1875, been se-
lected and claimed as swamp and overflowed
lands by said State, and the various counties
therein, by virtue of any Act of Congress, and
said lands have been withheld from market in
consequence thereof by the General Govern-
ment, and the said State and counties have sold
said lands to actual settlers, and said settlers
have improved the same to the value of $100;
said settlers, their heirs, assigns, and legal rep-
resentatives, who have continued to reside
thereon, shall have priority of right to home-
stead all such lands as may be rejected by the
United States as not being in fact swamp and
overflowed lands; and it shall be the duty of the
Secretary of the Interior to make such rules and
regulations as may be necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of this section: Provided,
That nothing herein contained shall prejudice
the rights of any person who may have made ac-
tual settlement upon such lands under the pre-
emption or homestead laws prior to February 23,
1875.

(Feb. 23, 1875, ch. 99, 18 Stat. 334; Mar. 3, 1891, ch.
561, §4, 26 Stat. 1097.)

§990. Grant to Missouri

All lands in the State of Missouri selected as
swamp and overflowed lands, and regularly re-
ported as such to the General Land Office, and
on March 3, 1877, withheld from market as such,
so far as the same remain vacant and unappro-
priated and not interfered with by any preemp-
tion, homestead, or other claim under any law
of the United States, and the claim whereto has
not been on said date rejected by the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office, or other com-
petent authority, are confirmed to said State,
and all title thereto vested in said State: and it
is made the duty of the Secretary of the Interior
to cause patents to issue for the same.

(Mar. 3, 1877, ch. 116, 19 Stat. 395.)
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
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tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

General Land Office and office of its Commissioner
abolished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, which transferred func-
tions of former to Bureau of Land Management, and
transferred functions of latter to Secretary of the Inte-
rior or that officer as he may designate. See section 403
of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1 of this title.

§991. Title of purchasers of unconfirmed lands in
Arkansas confirmed

The title of all persons who had, on April 29,
1898, purchased from the State of Arkansas any
unconfirmed swamp land and held deeds for the
same, is confirmed and made valid as against
any claim or right of the United States, and
without the payment by said persons, their heirs
or assigns, of any sum whatever to the United
States or to the State or Arkansas.

The State of Arkansas does hereby relinquish
and quitclaim to the United States all lands
prior to April 29, 1898, confirmed, certified, or
patented to the State which have been entered
under the public land laws; and does cede, relin-
quish, and quitclaim to the United States all
right, title, and interest under the Acts of Sep-
tember 28, 1850, March 2, 1855, and March 3, 1857,
in and to all lands in the State which have been
heretofore granted, confirmed, certified, or pat-
ented by the United States under any other
Acts, and the title to such lands is confirmed in
the grantees, their heirs, successors, or assigns,
anything in this section or any other Act to the
contrary notwithstanding: Provided, That this
section shall be of no force or effect until the
State of Arkansas shall have accepted and ap-
proved the conditions, limitations, and provi-
sions herein contained by an act of the general
assembly or by an instrument in writing duly
executed by the governor under the authority
conferred upon him by the legislature of said
State, and filed with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and the Secretary of the Interior within one
yvear from April 29, 1898: Provided further, That
whereas the General Assembly of the State of
Arkansas did, on the 10th day of March, 1897, ac-
cept and approve the conditions, limitations,
and provisions herein contained before April 29,
1898, making the same effective and conclusive,
therefore this section shall be in full force and
effect from and after April 29, 1898.

(Apr. 29, 1898, ch. 229, §§3, 4, 30 Stat. 368.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The public land laws, referred to in text, are classi-
fied generally to this title.

Act of September 28, 1850, referred to in text, is act
Sept. 28, 1850, ch. 84, 9 Stat. 519, which is not classified
to the Code.

Act of March 2, 1855, referred to in text, is act Mar.
2, 1855, ch. 147, 10 Stat. 634, which is not classified to
the Code.

Act of March 3, 1857, referred to in text, is act Mar.
3, 1857, ch. 117, 11 Stat. 251, which is not classified to
the Code.

§992. Sale of erroneously designated water-cov-
ered areas in Arkansas

The Secretary of the Interior, in his judgment
and discretion, is authorized to sell, in the man-
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ner hereinafter provided in this section, any of
those public lands situated in the State of Ar-
kansas which were originally erroneously mean-
dered and shown upon the official plats as
water-covered areas, and which are not lawfully
appropriated by a qualified settler or entryman
claiming under the public land laws.

Any citizen of the United States who in good
faith under color of title or claiming as a ripar-
ian owner, prior to September 21, 1922, placed
valuable improvements upon or reduced to cul-
tivation any of the lands subject to the oper-
ation of this section, shall have a preferred right
to file in the office of the officer, as the Sec-
retary of the Interior may designate, of the
United States land office of the district in which
the lands are situated, an application to pur-
chase the lands thus improved by them at any
time within ninety days from September 21,
1922, if the lands have been surveyed and plats
filed in the United States land office; otherwise
within ninety days from the filing of such plats.
Every such application must be accompanied
with satisfactory proof that the applicant is en-
titled to such preference right and that the
lands which he applies to purchase are not in the
legal possession of an adverse claimant.

Upon the filing of an application to purchase
any lands subject to the operation of this sec-
tion, together with the required proof, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall cause the lands de-
scribed in said application to be appraised, said
appraisal to be on the basis of the value of such
lands at the date of appraisal, exclusive of any
increased value resulting from the development
or improvement thereof for agricultural pur-
poses by the applicant or his predecessor in in-
terest, but inclusive of the stumpage value of
any timber cut or removed by the applicant or
his predecessor in interest.

An applicant who applies to purchase lands
under the provisions of this section, in order to
be entitled to receive a patent must within thir-
ty days from receipt of notice of appraisal by
the Secretary of the Interior pay to the officer,
as the Secretary of the Interior may designate,
of the United States land office of the district in
which the lands are situated the appraised price
of the lands, and thereupon a patent shall issue
to said applicant for such lands as the Secretary
of the Interior shall determine that such appli-
cant is entitled to purchase under this section.
The proceeds derived by the Government from
the sale of lands hereunder shall be covered into
the United States Treasury and applied as pro-
vided by law for the disposal of the proceeds
from the sale of public lands.

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
prescribe all necessary rules and regulations for
administering the provisions of this section and
determining conflicting claims arising here-
under.

(Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 362, §§1-5, 42 Stat. 992; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R.
7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The public land laws, referred to in text, are classi-
fied generally to this title.
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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

““Officer, as the Secretary of the Interior may des-
ignate’ substituted for ‘‘register’ on authority of sec-
tion 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, which abolished all
registers of district land offices and transferred func-
tions of register of district land office to Secretary of
the Interior. See section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946,
set out as a note under section 1 of this title.

§993. Sale of lands in Louisiana; preference
rights; application for purchase; appraisal;
payment for land

The Secretary of the Interior, in his judgment
and discretion, is hereby authorized to sell, in
the manner hereinafter provided, in this section,
any of those lands situated in the State of Lou-
isiana which were originally erroneously mean-
dered and shown upon the official plats as
water-covered areas, and which are not lawfully
appropriated by a qualified settler or entryman
claiming under the public land laws.

Any citizen of the United States who, or whose
ancestors in title in good faith under color of
title or claiming as a riparian owner, prior to
February 19, 1925, placed valuable improvements
upon or reduced to cultivation any of the lands
subject to the operation of this section, shall
have a preferred right to file in the office of the
officer, as the Secretary of the Interior may des-
ignate, of the United States land office of the
district in which the lands are situated, an ap-
plication to purchase the lands thus improved
by them at any time within ninety days from
February 19, 1925, if the lands have been sur-
veyed and plats filed in the United States land
office; otherwise within ninety days from offi-
cial notice to such claimant of the filing of such
plats. Every such application must be accom-
panied with satisfactory proof that the appli-
cant is entitled to such preference right and
that the lands which he applies to purchase are
not in the legal possession of an adverse claim-
ant or in the actual possession of a person or
persons who have improved the property and
who have attempted to enter same in compli-
ance with the laws and regulations of the United
States land office.

Upon the filing of an application to purchase
any lands subject to the operation of this sec-
tion, together with the required proof, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall cause the lands de-
scribed in said application to be appraised, said
appraisal to be on the basis of the value of such
lands at the date of appraisal, exclusive of any
increased value resulting from the development
or improvement thereof for agricultural pur-
poses by the applicant or his predecessor in in-
terest, but inclusive of the stumpage value of
any timber cut or removed by the applicant or
his predecessor in interest.

An applicant who applies to purchase lands
under the provisions of this section, in order to
be entitled to receive a patent, must within six
months from receipt of notice of appraisal by
the Secretary of the Interior pay to the officer,
as the Secretary of the Interior may designate,
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of the United States land office of the district in
which the lands are situated, the appraised price
of the lands, and thereupon a patent shall issue
to said applicant for such lands as the Secretary
of the Interior shall determine that such appli-
cant is entitled to purchase under this section.
The proceeds derived by the Government from
the sale of the lands hereunder shall be covered
into the United States Treasury and applied as
provided by law for the disposal of the proceeds
from the sale of public lands.

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
prescribe all necessary rules and regulations for
administering the provisions of this section and
determining conflicting claims arising here-
under.

All purchases made and patents issued under
the provisions of this section shall be subject to
and contain a reservation to the United States
of all the coal, oil, gas, and other minerals in
the lands so purchased and patented, together
with the right to prospect for, mine, and remove
the same.

(Feb. 19, 1925, ch. 268, §§1, 2, 43 Stat. 951, 952; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R.
7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The public land laws, referred to in text, are classi-
fied generally to this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Officer, as the Secretary of the Interior may des-
ignate’ substituted for ‘‘register’’ on authority of sec-
tion 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, which abolished all
registers of district land offices and transferred func-
tions of register of district land office to Secretary of
the Interior. See section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946,
set out as a note under section 1 of this title.

§994. Sale of lands in Wisconsin

The Secretary of the Interior, in his judgment
and discretion, is authorized to sell, in the man-
ner hereinafter provided in this section, any of
those lands situated in the State of Wisconsin
which were originally erroneously meandered
and shown upon the official plats as water-cov-
ered areas, and which are not lawfully appro-
priated by a qualified settler or entryman claim-
ing under the public land laws.

Any owner in good faith of land shown by the
official public land surveys to be bounded in
whole or in part by such erroneously meandered
area, and who acquired title to such land prior
to February 27, 1925, or any citizen of the United
States who in good faith under color of title or
claiming as a riparian owner had, prior to said
date, placed valuable improvements upon or re-
duced to cultivation any of the lands subject to
the operation of this section, shall have a pre-
ferred right to file in the office of the officer, as
the Secretary of the Interior may designate, of
the United States land office of the district in
which the lands are situated, an application to
purchase the lands thus improved by them at
any time within ninety days from said date if
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the lands have been surveyed and plats filed in
the United States land office; otherwise within
ninety days from the filing of such plats. Every
such application must be accompanied with sat-
isfactory proof that the applicant is entitled to
such preference right and that the lands which
he applies to purchase are not in the legal pos-
session of an adverse claimant under the public
land laws.

In event such erroneously meandered land is
bounded by two or more tracts of land held in
private ownership with apparent riparian rights
indicated by the official township plat of survey
at date of disposal of title by the United States,
the Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate shall have discretionary power
to cause such meandered area, when surveyed,
to be divided into such tracts or lots as will per-
mit a fair division of such meandered area
among the owners of such surrounding or adja-
cent tracts under the provisions of this section.
In administering the provisions of this section,
where there shall exist a conflict of claims fall-
ing within its operation, if any claimant shall
have placed valuable improvements upon the
land involved, or shall have reduced the same to
cultivation, then to the extent of such improve-
ments or cultivation, such claimant shall be
given preference in adjustment of such conflict:
Provided, That no preference right of entry
under this section shall be recognized for a
greater area than one hundred and sixty acres,
in one body, to any one applicant, whether an
individual, an association, or a corporation: Pro-
vided further, That this section shall not be con-
strued as in any manner abridging the existing
rights of any settler or entryman under the pub-
lic land laws.

Upon the filing of an application to purchase
any lands subject to the operation of this sec-
tion, together with the required proof, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall cause the lands de-
scribed in said application to be appraised, said
appraisal to be on the basis of the value of such
lands at the date of appraisal, exclusive of any
increased value resulting from the development
or improvement thereof for agricultural pur-
poses by the applicant or his predecessor in in-
terest, but inclusive of the stumpage value of
any timber cut or removed by the applicant or
his predecessor in interest.

An applicant who applies to purchase lands
under the provisions of this section, in order to
be entitled to receive a patent, must within
thirty days from receipt of notice of appraisal
by the Secretary of the Interior pay to the offi-
cer, as the Secretary of the Interior may des-
ignate, of the United States land office of the
district in which the lands are situated the ap-
praisal price of the lands, and thereupon a pat-
ent shall issue to said applicant for such lands
as the Secretary of the Interior shall determine
that such applicant is entitled to purchase under
this section. The proceeds derived by the Gov-
ernment from the sale of lands under this sec-
tion shall be covered into the United States
Treasury and applied as provided by law for the
disposal of the proceeds from the sale of public
lands.

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
prescribe all necessary rules and regulations for
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administering the provisions of this section and
determining conflicting claims arising there-
under.

(Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 363, §§1-6, 43 Stat. 1013, 1014;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The public land laws, referred to in text, are classi-
fied generally to this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Officer, as the Secretary of the Interior may des-
ignate’ substituted for ‘‘register’, and ‘‘Secretary of
the Interior or such officer as he may designate’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the General Land Office”
on authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946,
which abolished all registers of district land offices and
General Land Office and Commissioner thereof, and
transferred functions of register of district land office
to Secretary of the Interior and functions of General
Land Office to a new agency in Department of the Inte-
rior to be known as Bureau of Land Management. See
section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, set out as a note
under section 1 of this title.

CHAPTER 24—DRAINAGE UNDER STATE
LAWS

§§1021 to 1034. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title
VII, §703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789

Section 1021, act May 20, 1908, ch. 181, §1, 35 Stat. 169,
subjected all lands in Minnesota to State laws for
drainage for agricultural purposes.

Section 1022, acts May 20, 1908, ch. 181, §2, 35 Stat. 169;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, authorized apportion-
ment of drainage works.

Section 1023, act May 20, 1908, ch. 181, §3, 35 Stat. 170,
authorized sale of unentered lands or any lands covered
by an unpatented entry for enforcement of charges.

Section 1024, acts May 20, 1908, ch. 181, §4, 35 Stat. 170;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, authorized certification
of statement of sale for any unentered lands or any
lands covered by an unpatented entry.

Section 1025, acts May 20, 1908, ch. 181, §5, 35 Stat. 170;
Sept. 5, 1916, ch. 437, 39 Stat. 722; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114,
§1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to procedure for issuance of pat-
ents to purchasers of unentered lands.

Section 1026, acts May 20, 1908, ch. 181, §6, 35 Stat. 170;
Sept. 5, 1916, ch. 437, 39 Stat. 723; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114,
§1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to procedure for issuance of pat-
ents to purchasers of entered lands.

Section 1027, acts May 20, 1908, ch. 181, §7, 356 Stat. 171;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, required all notices
under drainage laws to be supplied to land offices and
entrymen.

Section 1028, act Mar. 3, 1919, ch. 113, 40 Stat. 1321,
validated and confirmed prior erroneous cash entries on
Chippewa Indian lands in Minnesota ceded under act
Jan. 14, 1880, ch. 24, 25 Stat. 642.

Section 1029, Pub. L. 85-387, §1, May 1, 1958, 72 Stat.
99, related to transfer of public lands in Minnesota.
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Section 1030, Pub. L. 85-387, §2, May 1, 1958, 72 Stat.
100, related to issuance of patents to State for such
lands.

Section 1031, Pub. L. 85-387, §3, May 1, 1958, 72 Stat.
100, related to validity of existing claims on patented
lands.

Section 1032, Pub. L. 85-387, §4, May 1, 1958, 72 Stat.
100, related to imposition of liens or assessments on
Federal or Indian lands.

Section 1033, Pub. L. 85-387, §5, May 1, 1958, 72 Stat.
100, related to consent of Indians prior to exercise of
authority by Secretary.

Section 1034, Pub. L. 85-387, §6, May 1, 1958, 72 Stat.
101, authorized promulgation of rules and regulations.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Section 703(a) of Pub. L. 94-579 provided that the re-
peal made by that section is effective on and after Oct.
21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§§1041 to 1048. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title
VII, §703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789

Section 1041, act Jan. 17, 1920, ch. 47, §1, 41 Stat. 392,
subjected lands in Arkansas to State laws relating to
organization, government, and regulation of drainage
districts.

Section 1042, acts Jan. 17, 1920, ch. 47, §2, 41 Stat. 392;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, authorized construction
and maintenance of canals, ditches, etc.

Section 1043, acts Jan. 17, 1920, ch. 47, §3, 41 Stat. 393;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to legally as-
sessed liens against unentered public lands.

Section 1044, acts Jan. 17, 1920, ch. 47, §4, 41 Stat. 393;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to excess of price
of lands sold to enforce liens of assessment.

Section 1045, acts Jan. 17, 1920, ch. 47, §5, 41 Stat. 393;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to procedure for
issuance of patents to purchasers of unentered lands.

Section 1046, acts Jan. 17, 1920, ch. 47, §6, 41 Stat. 393;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to procedure for
issuance of patents to purchasers of entered lands.

Section 1047, acts Jan. 17, 1920, ch. 47, §7, 41 Stat. 394;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, required all notices
under drainage laws to be supplied to land offices and
entrymen.

Section 1048, act Jan. 17, 1920, ch. 47, §8, 41 Stat. 394,
provided for nonapplicability of provisions to lands in-
volved in suits by United States to quiet title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Section 703(a) of Pub. L. 94-579 provided that the re-
peal made by that section is effective on and after Oct.
21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.



