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Section 702, acts July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 208, 42 
Stat. 111; July 10, 1937, ch. 482, 50 Stat. 504; Nov. 26, 1941, 
ch. 544, § 2, 55 Stat. 783; Aug. 21, 1958, Pub. L. 85–710, § 1, 
72 Stat. 706, set up certain conditions to be included in 
leases of lands by Commission. 

Section 703, acts July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 209, 42 
Stat. 111; July 10, 1937, ch. 482, 50 Stat. 504; Nov. 26, 1941, 
ch. 544, § 3, 55 Stat. 783; July 9, 1952, ch. 614, § 4, 66 Stat. 
514, established rules governing successors to lessees. 

Section 704, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 210, 42 
Stat. 111, gave Commission power to cancel leases. 

Section 704a, acts May 16, 1934, ch. 200, § 3, 48 Stat. 779; 
July 9, 1952, ch. 614, § 3, 66 Stat. 513, gave a preference 
to residents in leasing of lands. 

Section 705, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 211, 42 
Stat. 112, provided for community pastures adjacent to 
each district in which agricultural lands were leased. 

Section 706, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 212, 42 
Stat. 112, gave Commission power to return lands not 
leased to control of Commissioner of Public Lands. 

Section 707, acts July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 213, 42 
Stat. 112; Feb. 3, 1923, ch. 56, § 2, 42 Stat. 1222; Mar. 7, 
1928, ch. 142, § 2, 45 Stat. 246; Nov. 26, 1941, ch. 544, § 4, 55 
Stat. 784; June 14, 1948, ch. 464, § 3, 62 Stat. 390; July 9, 
1952, ch. 615, §§ 1, 2, 66 Stat. 514; Aug. 21, 1958, Pub. L. 
85–708, 72 Stat. 705, established in Treasury of Territory 
two revolving funds to be known as Hawaiian home-
loan fund and Hawaiian home-operating fund, and two 
special funds to be known as Hawaiian home-develop-
ment fund and Hawaiian home administration account. 

Section 707a, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 225, as 
added Nov. 26, 1941, ch. 544, § 8, 55 Stat. 787, and amend-
ed June 14, 1948, ch. 464, § 9, 62 Stat. 394, gave Commis-
sion power to invest and reinvest any of moneys in loan 
fund. 

Section 708, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 214, 42 
Stat. 112, authorized Commission to make loans from 
fund to lessee of any tract or successor to his interest 
therein. 

Section 709, acts July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 215, 42 
Stat. 112; Feb. 3, 1923, ch. 56, § 3, 42 Stat. 1222; July 10, 
1937, ch. 482, 50 Stat. 505; Nov. 26, 1941, ch. 544, § 5, 55 
Stat. 785; June 14, 1948, ch. 464, §§ 4, 5, 62 Stat. 392; July 
9, 1952, ch. 616, §§ 3, 4, 66 Stat. 514, set up conditions to 
be followed in contracts of loan. 

Section 710, acts July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 216, 42 
Stat. 113; July 10, 1937, ch. 482, 50 Stat. 506; June 14, 
1948, ch. 464, § 6, 62 Stat. 393, gave Commission power to 
require borrower to insure all livestock and dwellings 
and other permanent improvements upon his tract pur-
chased or constructed out of any moneys loaned from 
fund. 

Section 711, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 217, 42 
Stat. 113, gave Commission power to bring an eject-
ment action against lessee or borrower for noncompli-
ance with Commission orders. 

Section 712, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 218, 42 
Stat. 114, provided that lessees of land were not to re-
ceive loans under Territorial Farm Land. 

Section 713, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 219, 42 
Stat. 114, authorized Commission to employ agricul-
tural experts. 

Section 714, acts July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 220, 42 
Stat. 114; July 10, 1937, ch. 482, 50 Stat. 507; Nov. 26, 1941, 
ch. 544, § 6, 55 Stat. 786; June 14, 1948, ch. 464, § 7, 62 Stat. 
393; Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 855, § 1, 70 Stat. 915, authorized 
Commission to undertake development projects. 

Section 715, acts July 9, 1921, ch. 42, title II, § 221, 42 
Stat. 114; Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 855, §§ 2, 3, 70 Stat. 915, defined 
‘‘water license’’ and ‘‘surplus water’’, subjected water 
licenses issued after July 9, 1921, to Commission and 
authorized Commission to use free of all charge, Gov-
ernment-owned water. 

Section 715a, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42 title II, § 224, as 
added July 26, 1935, ch. 420, § 2, 49 Stat. 505, authorized 
Secretary of the Interior to designate a sanitation and 
reclamation expert. 

Section 716, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42 title II, § 223, 42 
Stat. 115, reserved right in Congress, to alter, amend, 
or repeal provisions of sections 691 to 704 and 705 to 716 
of this title. 

Section 717, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, § 401, 42 Stat. 121, 
related to acts repealed. 

Section 718, act July 9, 1921, ch. 42, § 402, 42 Stat. 121, 
related to savings provisions. 

§§ 721 to 723. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 721 to 723, relating to Territory of Hawaii, 
were omitted in view of admission of Hawaii into the 
Union. 

Section 721, acts July 18, 1950, ch. 466, title I, § 101, 64 
Stat. 344; Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 783, title I, § 107(3), (7), (9), 69 
Stat. 637, 638, authorized Hawaiian government to un-
dertake slum clearance and urban redevelopment and 
renewal projects. 

Section 721a, acts July 18, 1950, ch. 466, title I, § 102, 
64 Stat. 344; Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 783, title I, § 107(3), 69 Stat. 
637, authorized government of Hawaii to assist slum 
clearance and urban redevelopment projects through 
cash donations, loans conveyances of real and personal 
property, facilities and services. 

Section 721b, act July 18, 1950, ch. 466, title I, § 103, 64 
Stat. 345, ratified all legislation enacted by Legislature 
of Territory of Hawaii dealing with subject matter of 
sections 721 to 722 of this title. 

Section 722, acts July 10, 1937, ch. 484, 50 Stat. 508; 
July 18, 1950, title II, § 202(a), 64 Stat. 345, gave Legisla-
ture of Territory of Hawaii power to create public cor-
porate authorities to engage in slum clearance, or 
housing undertaking. 

Section 723, act June 27, 1934, ch. 847, § 214, as added 
Apr. 23, 1949, ch. 89, § 2(a), 63 Stat. 57, and amended, re-
lated to insurance of mortgages on property in Hawaii. 
See section 1715d of Title 12, Banks and Banking. 

§ 724. Repealed. Aug. 2, 1954, ch. 649, title II, 
§ 205, 68 Stat. 622

Section, acts Apr. 23, 1949, ch. 89, § 2(b), 63 Stat. 58; 
June 30, 1953, ch. 170, § 25(b), 67 Stat. 128, related to pur-
chase of insured mortgage loans by Federal National 
Mortgage Association, with respect to property in Ha-
waii.

CHAPTER 4—PUERTO RICO 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

731. Territory included under name Puerto Rico. 
731a. Change of name; Puerto Rico. 
731b. Organization of a government pursuant to a 

constitution. 
731c. Submission of sections 731b to 731e of this 

title to people of Puerto Rico for referen-
dum; convening of constitutional conven-
tion; requisites of constitution. 

731d. Ratification of constitution by Congress. 
731e. Chapter continued in force and effect. 
732. Repealed. 
733. Citizens; former Spanish subjects and chil-

dren; body politic; name. 
733a. Citizens; residence in island of citizens of 

United States. 
733a–1, 733b. Repealed or Omitted. 
734. United States laws extended to Puerto Rico; 

internal revenue receipts covered into 
treasury. 

734a. Extension of industrial alcohol and internal 
revenue laws to Puerto Rico. 

735. Repealed. 
736. Puerto Rican law modified. 
737. Privileges and immunities. 
738. Free interchange of merchandise with United 

States. 
739. Duties on foreign imports; books and pam-

phlets in English language. 
740. Duties and taxes to constitute fund for bene-

fit of Puerto Rico; ports of entry. 
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Sec. 

741. Export duties, taxes, etc.; bonds to anticipate 
revenues. 

741a. Internal-revenue taxes; levy and collection; 
discrimination. 

742. Acknowledgment of deeds. 
743. Repealed. 
744. Coasting trade laws. 
745. Tax exempt bonds. 
745a. Public improvement bonds sold to United 

States or agency thereof excluded from pub-
lic indebtedness. 

745b. Refunding bonds excluded temporarily in 
computing indebtedness. 

746. Public lands and buildings; reservations; 
rights prior to July 1, 1902. 

747. Public property transferred; ‘‘control’’ de-
fined. 

748. Conveyance by President to people of lands, 
buildings, etc. 

749. Harbors and navigable waters transferred; 
definitions. 

750. Repealed. 
751. Interstate commerce and certain other laws 

inapplicable to Puerto Rico. 
752. Corporate real estate holdings. 
753 to 755. Repealed or Omitted. 

SUBCHAPTER II—THE EXECUTIVE AND 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

771 to 793b. Repealed. 
794. Official reports. 
795. Government expenses payable out of reve-

nues. 
796 to 799. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER III—THE LEGISLATURE 

811 to 820. Repealed. 
821. Legislative power. 
822 to 844. Repealed or Omitted. 
845. Income tax laws; modification or repeal by 

legislature. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—THE JUDICIARY 

861 to 863. Repealed or Omitted. 
864. Appeals, certiorari, removal of causes, etc.; 

use of English language. 
865 to 867. Repealed or Omitted. 
868. Fees part of United States revenues. 
869. Fees payable by United States out of revenue 

of Puerto Rico. 
870, 871. Repealed or Omitted. 
872. Habeas corpus; mandamus; suit to restrain 

assessment or collection of taxes. 
873, 873a. Repealed. 
874. Judicial process; officials to be citizens of 

United States; oath. 
875, 876. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER V—RESIDENT COMMISSIONER 

891. Resident Commissioner; election. 
892. Qualifications of Commissioner; appointment 

to fill vacancy. 
893. Salary of Commissioner; allowances; franking 

privilege. 
894. Salary and traveling expenses; payment. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—SLUM CLEARANCE AND URBAN 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

910. Slum clearance and urban redevelopment and 
renewal projects; powers of government. 

910a. Authorization of loans, conveyances, etc., by 
government and municipalities. 

910b. Ratification of prior acts. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—LOW RENT HOUSING PROJ-
ECTS AND ELIMINATION OF SUB-STANDARD 
HOUSING 

911. Legislative authorization to create authori-
ties. 

Sec. 

912. Authority to appoint commissioners; powers 
of authorities. 

913. Authorization of loans, conveyances, etc., by 
municipalities. 

914. Issuance of bonds and obligations. 
915. Bonds as public debt. 
916. Ratification of previous legislation. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 1469a–1 of this 
title; title 16 section 1453.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 731. Territory included under name Puerto 
Rico 

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to 
the island of Puerto Rico and to the adjacent is-
lands belonging to the United States and waters 
of those islands; and the name Puerto Rico, as 
used in this chapter, shall be held to include not 
only the island of that name, but all the adja-
cent islands as aforesaid. 

(Mar. 2, 1917, ch. 145, § 1, 39 Stat. 951; May 17, 
1932, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 158.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning act Mar. 2, 1917, ch. 145, 39 Stat. 
951, as amended, known as the Puerto Rican Federal 
Relations Act and also popularly known as the Jones 
Act, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out below and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Apr. 12, 1900, ch. 191, 31 Stat. 77, which is 
popularly known as the ‘‘Foraker Act’’ and also as the 
‘‘Puerto Rico Civil Code’’. 

Section 1 of act Apr. 12, 1900, was similar to this sec-
tion, except that it described the adjacent islands and 
waters of those islands as those lying east of the sev-
enty-fourth meridian of longitude west of Greenwich, 
which were ceded to the United States by the Govern-
ment of Spain by the treaty of Dec. 10, 1898, 30 Stat. 
1754. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Puerto Rico’’ substituted in text for ‘‘Porto Rico’’ 
pursuant to act May 17, 1932, which is classified to sec-
tion 731a of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

Act July 3, 1950, ch. 446, § 4, 64 Stat. 319, provided, in 
part, that the act of Mar. 2, 1917, ch. 145, 39 Stat. 951 
[enacting this chapter, section 1019 of this title, section 
46 of Title 2, The Congress, and section 358 of Title 8, 
Aliens and Nationality, and amending sections 325, 327, 
and 328 of former Title 39, Postal Service], may be cited 
as the ‘‘Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act’’. The act 
of Mar. 2, 1917, is also popularly known as the ‘‘Jones 
Act’’. 

UNITED STATES-PUERTO RICO COMMISSION ON THE 
STATUS OF PUERTO RICO 

Pub. L. 88–271, Feb. 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 17, as amended by 
Pub. L. 89–84, July 24, 1965, 79 Stat. 261, established a 
United States-Puerto Rico Commission on the Status 
of Puerto Rico to study all factors, including but not 
limited to applicable laws, treaties, constitutions, and 
agreements having a bearing on the relationship be-
tween the United States and Puerto Rico. The Commis-
sion was required to render its report to the President 
of the United States, the Congress of the United States, 
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