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Section 4101, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1005, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1261, established Board.

Section 4102, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1006, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1261; Pub. L. 99-198, title X, §1023(a), Dec. 23,
1985, 99 Stat. 1460; Pub. L. 101-624, title XI, §1145(a),
Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3516, provided for membership of
Board, duration of terms of appointment, number of
terms, and Chairman and Vice Chairman.

Section 4103, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1007, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1261, outlined functions of Board.

Section 4104, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1008, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1262, provided for meetings of Board.

Section 4105, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1009, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1262, related to Board recommendations to Sec-
retary.

Section 4106, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1010, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1262, provided for reports by Board to Secretary
and Congress.

Section 4107, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1011, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1262, provided for support and clerical services
to assist Board.

Section 4108, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1012, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1262, provided for compensation and travel ex-
penses for Board members.

Section 4109, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1013, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1262, authorized appropriations for this chap-
ter.

Section 4110, Pub. L. 97-98, title X, §1014, Dec. 22, 1981,
95 Stat. 1263; Pub. L. 99-198, title X, §1023(b), Dec. 23,
1985, 99 Stat. 1460; Pub. L. 101-624, title XI, §1145(b),
Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3516, provided that Board would
cease to exist on Sept. 30, 1995.
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§4201. General provisions
(a) Congressional statement of findings

Congress finds that—

(1) the Nation’s farmland is a unique natural
resource and provides food and fiber necessary
for the continued welfare of the people of the
United States;

(2) each year, a large amount of the Nation’s
farmland is irrevocably converted from actual
or potential agricultural use to non-
agricultural use;

(3) continued decrease in the Nation’s farm-
land base may threaten the ability of the
United States to produce food and fiber in suf-
ficient quantities to meet domestic needs and
the demands of our export markets;

(4) the extensive use of farmland for non-
agricultural purposes undermines the eco-
nomic base of many rural areas;

(5) Federal actions, in many cases, result in
the conversion of farmland to nonagricultural
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uses where alternative actions would be pre-
ferred;

(6) the Department of Agriculture is the
agency primarily responsible for the imple-
mentation of Federal policy with respect to
United States farmland, assuring the mainte-
nance of the agricultural production capacity
of the United States, and has the personnel
and other resources needed to implement na-
tional farmland protection policy; and

(7) the Department of Agriculture and other
Federal agencies should take steps to assure
that the actions of the Federal Government do
not cause United States farmland to be irre-
versibly converted to nonagricultural uses in
cases in which other national interests do not
override the importance of the protection of
farmland nor otherwise outweigh the benefits
of maintaining farmland resources.

(b) Statement of purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to minimize the
extent to which Federal programs contribute to
the unnecessary and irreversible conversion of
farmland to nonagricultural uses, and to assure
that Federal programs are administered in a
manner that, to the extent practicable, will be
compatible with State, unit of local govern-
ment, and private programs and policies to pro-
tect farmland.

(c) Definitions

As used in this chapter—
(1) the term ‘‘farmland’ includes all land de-
fined as follows:

(A) prime farmland is land that has the
best combination of physical and chemical
characteristics for producing food, feed,
fiber, forage, oilseed, and other agricultural
crops with minimum inputs of fuel, fer-
tilizer, pesticides, and labor, and without in-
tolerable soil erosion, as determined by the
Secretary. Prime farmland includes land
that possesses the above characteristics but
is being used currently to produce livestock
and timber. It does not include land already
in or committed to urban development or
water storage;

(B) unique farmland is land other than
prime farmland that is used for production
of specific high-value food and fiber crops, as
determined by the Secretary. It has the spe-
cial combination of soil quality, location,
growing season, and moisture supply needed
to economically produce sustained high
quality or high yields of specific crops when
treated and managed according to accept-
able farming methods. Examples of such
crops include citrus, tree nuts, olives, cran-
berries, fruits, and vegetables; and

(C) farmland, other than prime or unique
farmland, that is of statewide or local im-
portance for the production of food, feed,
fiber, forage, or oilseed crops, as determined
by the appropriate State or unit of local
government agency or agencies, and that the
Secretary determines should be considered
as farmland for the purposes of this chapter;

(2) the term ‘‘State’” means any of the fifty
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of
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