
Page 562TITLE 25—INDIANS§ 1775h 

the Mohegan Tribe under section 1(a) of the 
State Agreement shall cease to be of any force 
or effect; 

(2) section 1775b of this title shall not apply 
to the lands or interests in lands or natural re-
sources of the Mohegan Tribe or any of its 
members, and the title to the lands or inter-
ests in lands or natural resources shall be de-
termined as if such section were never en-
acted; and 

(3) the approval by the United States of prior 
transfers and the extinguishment of claims 
and aboriginal title of the Mohegan Tribe 
otherwise made under section 1775b of this 
title shall be void. 

(b) Right of Mohegan Tribe to reinstate claim 

(1) In general 

If a State Agreement or compact or agree-
ment described in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion is invalidated by a court of competent ju-
risdiction, the Mohegan Tribe or its members 
shall have the right to reinstate a claim to 
lands or interests in lands or natural resources 
to which the Tribe or members are entitled as 
a result of the invalidation, within a reason-
able time, but not later than the later of—

(A) 180 days after the Mohegan Tribe re-
ceives written notice of such determination 
of an invalidation described in subsection (a) 
of this section; or 

(B) if the determination of the invalida-
tion is subject to an appeal, 180 days after 
the court of last resort enters a judgment. 

(2) Defenses 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
if a party to an action described in paragraph 
(1) reinstates the action during the period de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B)—

(A) no defense, such as laches, statute of 
limitations, law of the case, res judicata, or 
prior disposition may be asserted based on 
the withdrawal of the action and reinstate-
ment of the action; and 

(B) the substance of any discussions lead-
ing to the State Agreement may not be ad-
missible in any subsequent litigation, except 
that, if any such action is reinstated, any 
defense that would have been available to 
the State of Connecticut at the time the ac-
tion was withdrawn—

(i) may be asserted; and 
(ii) is not waived by anything in the 

State Agreement or by subsequent events 
occurring between the withdrawal action 
and commencement of the reinstated ac-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 103–377, § 9, Oct. 19, 1994, 108 Stat. 3506.) 

§ 1775h. Judicial review 

(a) Jurisdiction 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
during the period beginning on October 19, 1994, 
and ending on the date that is 180 days after Oc-
tober 19, 1994, the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Connecticut shall 
have exclusive jurisdiction over any action to 
contest the constitutionality of this subchapter 
or the validity of any agreement entered into 

under the authority of this subchapter or ap-
proved by this subchapter. 

(b) Deadline for filing 

Effective with the termination of the period 
specified in subsection (a) of this section, no 
court shall have jurisdiction over any action to 
contest the constitutionality of this subchapter 
or the validity of any agreement entered into 
under the authority of this subchapter or ap-
proved by this subchapter, unless such action 
was filed prior to the date of termination of the 
period specified in subsection (a) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 103–377, § 10, Oct. 19, 1994, 108 Stat. 3507.)

SUBCHAPTER X—CROW LAND CLAIMS 
SETTLEMENT 

§ 1776. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Under the treaty between the United 

States of America and the Crow Tribe of Indi-
ans concluded May 7, 1868 (commonly known 
as the ‘‘Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868’’; 15 Stat. 
649), the eastern boundary of the Crow Indian 
Reservation was established as the 107th me-
ridian for approximately 90 miles from the 
Yellowstone River to the boundary between 
Montana and Wyoming. 

(2) Under Executive orders issued in 1884 and 
1900, the western boundary of the Northern 
Cheyenne Reservation was established as the 
107th meridian. The 107th meridian was in-
tended to be the common boundary between 
the Crow Reservation and Northern Cheyenne 
Reservation for approximately 25 miles. 

(3) From 1889 through 1891, a survey was con-
ducted of the eastern boundary of the Crow 
Reservation. The 1891 survey line strayed to 
the west, and resulted in the exclusion from 
the Crow Indian Reservation of a strip of land 
of approximately 36,164 acres. Approximately 
12,964 acres of such strip of land were included 
in the Northern Cheyenne Reservation. Depos-
its of low sulphur coal underlie the land ex-
cluded from the Crow Indian Reservation, in-
cluding the land included in the Northern 
Cheyenne Indian Reservation. 

(4)(A) The erroneous nature of the survey 
was not discovered for several decades. Mean-
while, the areas along the 107th meridian to 
the north and south of the Northern Cheyenne 
Indian Reservation were opened to settlement 
in the late nineteenth century and early part 
of the twentieth century. Patents were issued 
to non-Indian persons and to the State of Mon-
tana for most of the surface land and a signifi-
cant portion of the minerals in these areas be-
tween the 107th meridian and the 1891 survey 
line. 

(B) The 12,964 acres included in the Northern 
Cheyenne Reservation have been treated as 
part of the Northern Cheyenne Reservation 
and occupied by the Northern Cheyenne Tribe 
and the Northern Cheyenne allottees, and 
their successors in interest. 

(5) Legislation to resolve the 107th meridian 
boundary dispute was introduced in Congress 
in the 1960’s and 1970’s, and again in 1992, but 
no such legislation was enacted into law. 
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(b) Purpose 

The purpose of this subchapter is to settle the 
107th meridian boundary dispute created by the 
erroneous survey of the eastern boundary of the 
Crow Indian Reservation made by the Federal 
Government described in subsection (a)(3) of this 
section. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 2, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4632.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 103–444 provided that: ‘‘This Act 

[enacting this subchapter] may be cited as the ‘Crow 

Boundary Settlement Act of 1994’.’’

§ 1776a. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter: 

(1) Crow Tribe 

The term ‘‘Crow Tribe’’ means the Crow 
Tribe of Indians, the duly recognized govern-
ing body of the Crow Indian Reservation. 

(2) Disputed area 

The term ‘‘disputed area’’ means the ap-
proximately 36,164 acres of land, including the 
minerals, located between the 107th meridian 
on the east and the 1891 survey line on the 
west from the Yellowstone River on the north 
to the boundary between the State of Wyo-
ming and the State of Montana on the south. 

(3) 1891 survey 

The term ‘‘1891 survey’’ means the survey of 
the eastern boundary of the Crow Reservation 
conducted by the United States Government 
from 1889 through 1891. 

(4) 1891 survey line 

The term ‘‘1891 survey line’’ means the erro-
neous boundary line resulting from the survey 
of the 107th meridian which was completed in 
1891. 

(5) Northern Cheyenne Tribe 

The term ‘‘Northern Cheyenne Tribe’’ means 
the Northern Cheyenne Tribe of Indians, with 
the Northern Cheyenne Tribal Council as the 
duly recognized governing body of the North-
ern Cheyenne Indian Reservation. 

(6) 107th meridian boundary dispute 

The term ‘‘107th meridian boundary dispute’’ 
means the dispute resulting from the disparity 
between the location of the 107th meridian and 
the location of the 1891 survey line. 

(7) 107th meridian escrow fund 

The term ‘‘107th meridian escrow fund’’ 
means the revenues that arise from, or are de-
rived from, parcel number 2, including all ac-
crued interest on such revenues, which are 
held by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in an es-
crow account as of November 2, 1994. 

(8) Parcel number 1

The term ‘‘parcel number 1’’ means the area, 
encompassing approximately 11,317 acres, 
bounded on the south by the Montana-Wyo-
ming border, on the east by the 107th merid-
ian, on the north by the extension to the west 
of the southern boundary of the Northern 
Cheyenne Indian Reservation, and on the west 
by the 1891 survey line. 

(9) Parcel number 2

The term ‘‘parcel number 2’’ means the area, 
encompassing approximately 12,964 acres, 
bounded on the south by the extension to the 
west of the southern boundary of the Northern 
Cheyenne Indian Reservation, on the east by 
the 107th meridian, on the north by the exten-
sion to the west of the northern boundary of 
the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation, 
and on the west by the 1891 survey line. 

(10) Parcel number 3

The term ‘‘parcel number 3’’ means the area, 
encompassing approximately 2,469 acres, 
bounded on the south by the extension to the 
west of the northern boundary of the Northern 
Cheyenne Indian Reservation, on the east by 
the 107th meridian, on the north by the north-
ern boundary of the Crow Indian Reservation, 
and on the west by the 1891 survey line. 

(11) Parcel number 4

The term ‘‘parcel number 4’’ means the area, 
encompassing approximately 9,415 acres, 
bounded on the south by the northern bound-
ary of the Crow Indian Reservation, on the 
east by the 107th meridian, on the north by 
the midpoint of the Yellowstone River, and on 
the west by the 1891 survey line. 

(12) Public lands 

The term ‘‘public lands’’ means any land or 
interest in land owned by the United States 
(without regard to the means by which the 
United States acquired ownership of the land 
or interest in land) and administered by the 
Secretary through the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. 

(13) Royalties received and retained by the 
United States 

The term ‘‘royalties received and retained 
by the United States’’ means the royalties de-
rived from minerals owned by the United 
States that the United States retains after all 
payments from the royalties have been made 
to the State of Montana or any unit of local 
government of the State of Montana. 

(14) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(15) Settlement Agreement 

The term ‘‘Settlement Agreement’’ means 
the agreement between the Secretary, on be-
half of the United States and the Crow Tribe, 
that provides for the resolution of all claims 
held by the Crow Tribe arising from the 107th 
meridian boundary dispute. 

(16) Undisposed of coal 

The term ‘‘undisposed of coal’’ means coal 
that has not been conveyed to private parties 
or to the State of Montana by the United 
States. 

(17) Undisposed of surface lands 

The term ‘‘undisposed of surface lands’’ 
means surface land that has not been conveyed 
to private parties or to the State of Montana 
by the United States. 
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(18) Undisposed of oil, gas, coal methane, or 
other minerals 

The term ‘‘undisposed of oil, gas, coal meth-
ane, or other minerals’’ means oil, gas, coal 
methane, or other minerals (excluding coal) 
that have not been conveyed to private parties 
or to the State of Montana by the United 
States. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 3, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4633.) 

§ 1776b. Settlement Agreement 

(a) Execution 

Subject to the terms and conditions of this 
subchapter, the Secretary shall enter into the 
Settlement Agreement with the Crow Tribe. 

(b) Ratification 

Subject to the conditions set forth in section 
1776g(a) of this title, the United States hereby 
approves, ratifies, and confirms the Settlement 
Agreement, to the extent that such Settlement 
Agreement does not conflict with this sub-
chapter. 

(c) Modification 

The terms and conditions of the Settlement 
Agreement may be modified by mutual agree-
ment of the Crow Tribe and the Secretary if 
such modification—

(1) is not inconsistent with this subchapter; 
and 

(2) does not diminish or impair any right or 
benefit secured to the Northern Cheyenne 
Tribe, the Northern Cheyenne allottees, or 
their successors in interest by or pursuant to 
any provision of this subchapter. 

(d) Enforcement 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Set-
tlement Agreement shall be subject to the en-
forcement provisions under chapter 7 of title 5. 

(2) Additional enforcement 

If, with respect to the enforcement of the 
Settlement Agreement, the remedies available 
under the provisions referred to in paragraph 
(1) do not provide adequate or complete relief, 
the Settlement Agreement shall be subject to 
the enforcement provisions under section 1505 
of title 28. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 4, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4634.) 

§ 1776c. Settlement terms and conditions and ex-
tinguishment of claims 

(a) Property within parcel number 1

(1) In general 

With respect to the property within parcel 
number 1, the following provisions shall apply: 

(A) The boundary of the Crow Indian Res-
ervation shall be the 107th meridian. 

(B) Title to the undisposed of coal of such 
parcel shall be vested in the United States in 
trust for the sole use and benefit of the Crow 
Tribe and shall be recognized as part of the 
Crow Indian Reservation. 

(C) Title to the undisposed of surface lands 
of such parcel shall be vested in the United 
States in trust for the sole use and benefit of 

the Crow Tribe and shall be recognized as 
part of the Crow Indian Reservation. 

(D) Title to the undisposed of oil, gas, coal 
methane, or other minerals of such parcel 
shall be vested in the United States in trust 
for the sole use and benefit of the Crow 
Tribe and shall be recognized as part of the 
Crow Indian Reservation. 

(2) Prohibition 

Nothing in this subchapter or the Settle-
ment Agreement may alter, diminish, disturb, 
or cause to be divested any right, title, or in-
terest of any person or entity in any land, 
coal, oil, gas, coal methane, or mineral within 
parcel number 1 that is based on the 1891 sur-
vey line, except for the specific rights that are 
vested in the United States for the sole use 
and benefit of the Crow Tribe pursuant to sub-
paragraphs (B) through (D) of paragraph (1). 

(3) Waivers and releases 

The following waivers and releases shall be 
included in the Settlement Agreement: 

(A) A disclaimer and relinquishment by 
the Crow Tribe of all right, title, claim, or 
interest in all the land and minerals within 
parcel number 1, except for the rights, titles, 
and interests recognized as beneficially 
owned by the Crow Tribe and as part of the 
Crow Indian Reservation in subparagraphs 
(B) through (D) of paragraph (1). 

(B) A release by the Crow Tribe of all per-
sons and entities, including the United 
States, from any liability arising from, or 
related to, the 1891 survey and the subse-
quent occupancy and use of parcel number 1. 

(b) Property within parcel number 2

(1) In general 

With respect to the property within parcel 
number 2, the following provisions shall apply: 

(A) The boundary between the Crow and 
Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservations 
shall be the 1891 survey line. 

(B) All surface lands and minerals of such 
parcel shall constitute part of the Northern 
Cheyenne Reservation. 

(C) All surface lands, including all rights 
appurtenant to the surface lands, of such 
parcel shall be vested in the United States in 
trust for the sole use and benefit of the 
Northern Cheyenne Tribe, except that sur-
face lands that have been allotted shall be 
recognized as held in trust for, or owned in 
fee by (as the case may be), the Northern 
Cheyenne allottees or their successors in in-
terest. 

(D) The oil, gas, coal, coal methane, and 
other minerals, including all rights appur-
tenant to such minerals, of such parcel shall 
be vested in the United States in trust for 
the sole use and benefit of the Northern 
Cheyenne Tribe. 

(2) Waivers and releases 

The following waivers and releases shall be 
included in the Settlement Agreement: 

(A) A disclaimer and relinquishment by 
the Crow Tribe of all right, jurisdiction, 
title, claim, or interest in the lands and 
minerals within parcel number 2, including 
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all rights appurtenant to such land and min-
erals. 

(B) A release by the Crow Tribe of all per-
sons and entities, including the United 
States, the Northern Cheyenne Tribe, the 
Northern Cheyenne allottees and their suc-
cessors in interest, from any liability arising 
from, or related to, the 1891 survey and the 
subsequent occupancy and use of parcel 
number 2. 

(3) Enforcement 

The provisions of this subsection may be en-
forced, in law or in equity, by the Northern 
Cheyenne Tribe, Northern Cheyenne allottees, 
and their successors in interest, in accordance 
with their respective interests. 

(c) Property within parcel number 3 and parcel 
number 4

(1) In general 

With respect to the property within parcel 
number 3 and parcel number 4, the boundary of 
the Crow Indian Reservation shall be the 1891 
survey line. 

(2) Prohibition 

Nothing in this subchapter or the Settle-
ment Agreement may alter, diminish, disturb, 
or cause to be divested any right, title, or in-
terest of any person or entity in any land, 
coal, or mineral within parcel number 3 or 
parcel number 4 that is based on the 1891 sur-
vey line. 

(3) Waivers and releases 

The following waivers and releases shall be 
included in the Settlement Agreement: 

(A) A disclaimer and relinquishment by 
the Crow Tribe of all right, jurisdiction, 
title, claim, or interest in the lands and 
minerals situated within parcel number 3 
and parcel number 4. 

(B) A release by the Crow Tribe of all per-
sons and entities, including the United 
States, from any liability arising from, or 
related to, the 1891 survey and the subse-
quent occupancy and use of parcel number 3 
and parcel number 4. 

(d) Exchange of public lands 

With respect to the land exchanges with the 
State of Montana and private landowners made 
under this subchapter the following provisions 
shall apply: 

(1) In general 

(A) The Secretary shall negotiate with the 
State of Montana for the purpose of exchang-
ing public lands within the State of Montana 
for State trust lands within the Crow Reserva-
tion having a total value substantially equal 
to the value of the surface estate of the ap-
proximately 46,625 acres of State trust lands 
obtained by the State of Montana pursuant to 
the Act of February 22, 1889 (commonly known 
as the ‘‘Montana Enabling Act’’; 25 Stat. 676, 
chapter 180), and the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to 
provide for the allotment of lands of the Crow 
Tribe for the distribution of tribal funds and 
for other purposes’’ approved June 4, 1920 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Crow Allotment 
Act’’; 41 Stat. 751, chapter 224) within the Crow 
Indian Reservation and the disputed area. 

(B) The exchange described in subparagraph 
(A) shall be in accordance with the exchange 
procedures set forth in section 1716 of title 43. 

(C) In determining the fair market value of 
the lands described in subparagraph (A), the 
parties to the exchange shall give due consid-
eration to the value of improvements on the 
lands. 

(D) The Secretary shall ensure that lands ex-
changed pursuant to this paragraph as part of 
the settlement of the 107th Meridian boundary 
dispute made pursuant to this subchapter 
shall be selected in such manner that the fi-
nancial impact on local governments, if any, 
will be minimized. 

(E) The Secretary shall provide such finan-
cial or other assistance to the State of Mon-
tana and to the Crow Tribe as may be nec-
essary to obtain the appraisals, and to satisfy 
administrative requirements, necessary to ac-
complish the exchanges made pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A). 

(F) Upon approving an exchange made pursu-
ant to this paragraph, the Secretary shall—

(i) receive title to the State trust lands in-
volved in the exchange on behalf of the 
United States; and 

(ii) transfer title to the public lands dis-
posed of pursuant to the exchanges with the 
State of Montana by such means of convey-
ance as the Secretary considers appropriate.

(G) Title to the State trust lands acquired 
pursuant to the exchanges made with the 
State of Montana pursuant to this paragraph 
shall be vested in the United States in trust 
for the sole use and benefit of the Crow Tribe 
and shall be recognized as part of the Crow In-
dian Reservation. 

(2) Requirement for exchanges 

(A) In carrying out the exchanges with the 
State of Montana pursuant to paragraph (1), 
the Secretary shall, during a period of at least 
5 years beginning on the date on which the 
Settlement Agreement becomes effective, give 
first priority to the exchange of public lands 
within the State of Montana for State trust 
lands owned by the State of Montana as of No-
vember 2, 1994. 

(B) Subject to subparagraph (C), if, for any 
reason, after the expiration of the period spec-
ified in subparagraph (A), the exchanges of the 
State trust lands identified in paragraph (1) 
have not provided the Crow Tribe with a total 
of 46,625 acres of surface lands within the 
boundaries of the existing Crow Indian Res-
ervation (including parcel number 1), the Sec-
retary shall, at the request of, and in coopera-
tion with, the Crow Tribe, develop and imple-
ment a program to provide the Crow Tribe 
with additional land within the Crow Indian 
Reservation (including parcel number 1) 
through land exchanges with private land-
owners. 

(C) The total value of—
(i) the value of the lands exchanged and 

acquired for the Crow Tribe pursuant to 
paragraph (1), and 

(ii) the value of the lands exchanged and 
acquired for the Crow Tribe pursuant to this 
paragraph,
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shall not exceed the value of the surface estate 
of the 46,625 acres of land identified in para-
graph (1)(A). 

(D) In carrying out a program developed pur-
suant to this paragraph, the Secretary may 
exchange public lands within the State of 
Montana for private lands of substantially 
equal value within the boundaries of the exist-
ing Crow Indian Reservation in accordance 
with section 1716 of title 43. 

(E) In determining the fair market value of 
the lands described in subparagraph (D), the 
parties to an exchange made pursuant to sub-
paragraph (D) shall give due consideration to 
the value of improvements on the lands. 

(F) If the Secretary obtains private lands 
pursuant to subparagraph (D), the Secretary 
shall transfer title to such lands to the Crow 
Tribe. 

(G) Title to any private or public lands 
transferred to the Crow Tribe pursuant to this 
paragraph shall—

(i) be vested in the United States in trust 
for the sole use and benefit of the Crow 
Tribe; and 

(ii) be recognized as part of the Crow In-
dian Reservation, if such lands are located 
within the boundaries of the Crow Indian 
Reservation.

(H) The Crow Tribe shall assist in obtaining 
prospective willing parties to exchange private 
lands within the Crow Indian Reservation for 
public lands within the State of Montana pur-
suant to this paragraph. 

(e) Crow Tribal Trust Fund 

The Settlement Agreement shall include pro-
visions governing the distribution of interest in-
come to the Crow Tribe from the Crow Tribal 
Trust Fund pursuant to the terms and condi-
tions described in section 1776d of this title. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 5, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4635; 
Pub. L. 104–109, § 9(a), Feb. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 765.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of February 22, 1889, referred to in subsec. 

(d)(1)(A), is act Feb. 22, 1889, ch. 180, 25 Stat. 676, popu-

larly known as the Montana Enabling Act. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 
Act June 4, 1920, referred to in subsec. (d)(1)(A), is act 

June 4, 1920, ch. 224, 41 Stat. 751, as amended, popularly 

known as the Crow Allotment Act. For further details, 

see Crow Indian Reservation note set out under section 

331 of this title. For complete classification of this Act 

to the Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 104–109 made technical 

amendment to reference to ‘‘this subsection’’ to correct 

underlying provisions of original act. 

§ 1776d. Establishment and administration of 
Crow Tribal Trust Fund 

(a) Establishment 

(1) In general 

There is established in the Treasury of the 
United States a trust fund to be known as the 
‘‘Crow Tribal Trust Fund’’. 

(2) Availability of amounts in the Crow Tribal 
Trust Fund 

Amounts in the Crow Tribal Trust Fund 
shall be available, without fiscal year limita-

tion, to the Secretary for distribution to the 
Crow Tribe in accordance with subsection (d) 
of this section. 

(b) Contributions 

(1) In general 

Subject to paragraph (2) and the require-
ments of section 1776h of this title—

(A) on or before November 30, 1994, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall deposit into the 
Crow Tribal Trust Fund an amount equal to 
the amounts of royalties received and re-
tained by the United States during fiscal 
year 1994 from the East Decker, West Deck-
er, and Spring Creek coal mines; and 

(B) commencing with fiscal year 1995 and 
for such period thereafter as may be nec-
essary, the Secretary and the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall make necessary and prop-
er arrangements for the monthly payment, 
transfer, or deposit (or any combination 
thereof) into the Crow Tribal Trust Fund of 
the royalties received and retained by the 
United States for the immediately preceding 
month from the East Decker, West Decker, 
and Spring Creek coal mines in the State of 
Montana for the life of such mines, including 
any extensions of the existing leases for such 
mines and any expansions of such mines to 
nearby and adjacent federally owned coal de-
posits, as specified in the Settlement Agree-
ment. 

(2) Amount of royalties 

The total amount of royalties described in 
paragraph (1) that are paid, transferred, or de-
posited into the Crow Tribal Trust Fund shall 
not exceed, in the aggregate, $85,000,000, ex-
cluding—

(A) any interest earned on moneys in the 
Crow Tribal Trust Fund; and 

(B) the funds transferred to the Suspension 
Accounts pursuant to section 1776h of this 
title. 

(3) Payments of royalties received and retained 
by the United States 

Subject to paragraph (2) and the require-
ments of section 1776h of this title, the royal-
ties received and retained by the United 
States from the East Decker, West Decker, 
and Spring Creek coal mines shall be paid, 
transferred or deposited into the Crow Tribal 
Trust Fund not later than 30 days after the 
date on which the royalties are due and paid. 

(4) Additional payments 

The Federal Government shall make pay-
ments, in addition to the payments referred to 
in paragraph (3), from the royalties received 
and retained by the United States from other 
coal mines within the State of Montana into 
the Crow Tribal Trust Fund in an amount 
equal to any lost interest income (as deter-
mined by the Secretary), if any portion of the 
sums described in paragraph (3) are not paid, 
transferred or deposited into the Crow Tribal 
Trust Fund within the 30-day period prescribed 
in paragraph (3). 

(c) Investment 

At the request of the Secretary, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall invest all sums deposited 
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into, accruing to, and remaining in, the Crow 
Tribal Trust Fund in accordance with section 
161a of this title. 

(d) Distribution of interest 

(1) In general 

Only the interest received on funds in the 
Crow Tribal Trust Fund shall be available for 
distribution by the Secretary to the Crow 
Tribe for use for education, land acquisition, 
economic development, youth and elderly pro-
grams or other tribal purposes in accordance 
with plans and budgets developed and ap-
proved by the Crow Tribe and approved by the 
Secretary. 

(2) Requirements for distribution of interest 

Commencing with fiscal year 1996 and for 
each fiscal year thereafter, without fiscal year 
limitation, the interest received on monies in 
the Crow Tribal Trust Fund shall be available 
for distribution under this subsection only if—

(A) the United States and the Crow Tribe 
enter into the Settlement Agreement; and 

(B) the requirements of section 1776g of 
this title relating to the approval and execu-
tion of the Settlement Agreement are sat-
isfied. 

(3) Prohibition 

No portion of the Crow Tribal Trust Fund or 
the interest earned on the Crow Tribal Trust 
Fund may be distributed to members of the 
Crow Tribe on a per capita basis. 

(e) Use of interest for economic development 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Crow Tribe may, subject to approval by the 
Secretary, assign the right of the Crow Tribe to 
the interest earned on monies in the Crow Trib-
al Trust Fund to a third party in connection 
with loans made for economic development 
projects on or near the Crow Indian Reservation. 

(f) Limitation 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no portion of the principal of the Crow Tribal 
Trust Fund shall be available for withdrawal or 
disbursement or used for any purpose other than 
the purposes specified in this section and section 
1776h of this title. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 6, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4638; 
amended Pub. L. 103–435, § 23, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4575.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–435 amended subsec. (c) 

generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘At the request of the Secretary, the Secretary of 

the Treasury shall invest all sums deposited into, ac-

cruing to, and remaining in, the Crow Tribal Trust 

Fund in accordance with sections 161a to 161d of this 

title.’’

§ 1776e. Eligibility for other Federal services 

No payments made or benefits conferred pur-
suant to this subchapter shall result in the re-
duction or denial of any Federal services or pro-
grams to any tribe or to any member of a tribe 
to which the tribe or member of the tribe is en-
titled or eligible because of the status of the 
tribe as a federally recognized Indian tribe or 

the status of a member of such tribe as a mem-
ber. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 7, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4640.) 

§ 1776f. Exchanges of land or minerals 

(a) In general 

(1) Subject to approval by the Secretary, the 
Crow Tribe may exchange any land or minerals 
to which its title is recognized in or obtained 
pursuant to this subchapter for other land or 
minerals of substantially equivalent value with-
in the Crow Indian Reservation (including parcel 
number 1). 

(2) Lands or minerals received by the Crow 
Tribe in any exchange made pursuant to para-
graph (1) shall be—

(A) vested in the United States in trust for 
the sole use and benefit of the Crow Tribe; and 

(B) recognized as part of the Crow Indian 
Reservation. 

(b) Ownership by non-Indians 

Any land or minerals received by a person who 
is not an Indian in an exchange referred to in 
subsection (a) of this section shall be owned in 
fee. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 8, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4640.) 

§ 1776g. Applicability 

(a) In general 

This subchapter shall take effect upon the oc-
currence of the following conditions: 

(1) The Settlement Agreement is approved 
and executed by the Secretary. 

(2) The Settlement Agreement is approved 
and executed by the Crow Tribe. 

(3) The Settlement Agreement and the re-
leases and waivers required by section 1776c of 
this title are approved and duly executed by 
the Crow Tribe in accordance with the require-
ments and procedures set forth in the con-
stitution of the Crow Tribe. 

(4) The Settlement Agreement becomes ef-
fective in accordance with the terms and con-
ditions specified in the Settlement Agreement. 

(b) Approval of releases and waivers 

The United States hereby approves and con-
firms the releases and waivers required by sec-
tion 1776c of this title. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 9, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4640; 
Pub. L. 104–109, § 9(b), Feb. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 765.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–109 substituted ‘‘This 

subchapter’’ for ‘‘The subchapter’’ in introductory pro-

visions. 

§ 1776h. Escrow funds 

(a) In general 

As soon as practicable after November 2, 1994, 
the Secretary shall make distributions from the 
107th meridian escrow fund as follows: 

(1) One-half of the fund shall be distributed 
to the Crow Tribe. 

(2) One-half of the fund shall be distributed 
to the Northern Cheyenne Tribe. 

(3) The receipt and acceptance by a tribe of 
funds distributed under this section shall be 
deemed to be—

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 11:52 Sep 07, 2006 Jkt 025005 PO 00000 Frm 00567 Fmt 5800 Sfmt 5800 C:\LRC\WORK\^PDFMAKE\USC25.04 ERIC



Page 568TITLE 25—INDIANS§ 1776i 

(A) a disclaimer, relinquishment and waiv-
er by such tribe of all right, claim or inter-
est in the 107th meridian escrow fund; and 

(B) a release by such tribe of all persons 
and entities, including the United States, 
from any liability arising from, or related 
to, the establishment and administration of 
the 107th meridian escrow fund. 

(b) Establishment of Suspension Accounts 

As soon as practicable after the Settlement 
Agreement is executed and approved pursuant to 
this subchapter, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall establish in the Treasury of the United 
States two interest bearing accounts to be 
known respectively as the ‘‘Crow Tribal Suspen-
sion Account’’ and the ‘‘Northern Cheyenne 
Tribal Suspension Account’’ (collectively re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Suspension Ac-
counts’’), consisting of—

(1) such amounts as are transferred to the 
Suspension Accounts under subsection (c) of 
this section; and 

(2) any interest earned on investments of 
amounts in the Suspension Accounts under 
subsection (e) of this section. 

(c) Contributions to Suspension Accounts 

(1) In general 

Beginning with fiscal year 1995, and ending 
on the date on which the total amount depos-
ited pursuant to this subsection into the Sus-
pension Accounts is equal to $200,000 for each 
such account (as specified in subsection (d) of 
this section), the Secretary and the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall make necessary and 
proper arrangements for the monthly pay-
ment, transfer, or deposit (or any combination 
thereof) into each of the Suspension Accounts 
of an amount equal to one-half of the royalties 
received and retained by the United States for 
the immediately preceding month, as deter-
mined in accordance with section 1776d(b)(1) of 
this title, by the date specified under section 
1776d(b)(3) of this title. 

(2) Subsequent deposits 

At such time as the amount deposited pursu-
ant to this subsection into the Suspension Ac-
counts is equal to $200,000 for each such ac-
count (as specified in subsection (d) of this 
section), in accordance with section 1776d(b)(1) 
of this title, the Secretary and the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall thereafter deposit any 
remaining amounts determined under section 
1776d(b)(1) of this title in the Crow Tribal 
Trust Fund established under section 1776d(a) 
of this title. 

(d) Limitation 

The Secretary and the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall not transfer more than a total amount 
equal to $200,000 to each of the Suspension Ac-
counts from the amounts determined under sec-
tion 1776d(b)(1) of this title. 

(e) Investment 

All sums deposited in, accruing to and remain-
ing in the Suspension Accounts shall be invested 
by the Secretary and the Secretary of the Treas-
ury in interest bearing deposits and securities in 
accordance with the Act of June 24, 1938 (52 Stat. 
1037, chapter 648; 25 U.S.C. 162a). 

(f) Withdrawals and termination 

(1) In general 

(A) Beginning on the date that is 5 years 
after November 2, 1994, the Crow Tribe and the 
Northern Cheyenne Tribe may each submit a 
duly authorized request to the Secretary for 
the withdrawal of all of the funds from the 
Suspension Account of the tribe established 
under subsection (b) of this section. 

(B) Not later than 60 days after receiving a 
request for the distribution of funds from a 
Suspension Account made by a tribe under 
subparagraph (A)—

(i) the Secretary shall, in cooperation with 
the Secretary of the Treasury, withdraw and 
distribute such funds in accordance with 
such request; and 

(ii) the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
terminate the Suspension Account. 

(2) Other means of termination 

With respect to a Suspension Account estab-
lished under subsection (b) of this section that 
is not terminated pursuant to paragraph (1), at 
such time as the corpus and the accrued inter-
est of the Suspension Account of the Crow 
Tribe or the Northern Cheyenne Tribe is ap-
proximately equal to the amount specified in 
paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (a) of this 
section, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
terminate the Suspension Account and the 
Secretary of the Interior shall distribute the 
funds from the Suspension Account to the 
tribe. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 10, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4641; 
Pub. L. 104–109, § 9(c), Feb. 12, 1996, 110 Stat. 765.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 24, 1938, referred to in subsec. (e), is act 

June 24, 1938, ch. 648, 52 Stat. 1037, which enacted sec-

tion 162a of this title, repealed section 162 of this title, 

and enacted provisions set out as a note under section 

162a of this title. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–109 substituted ‘‘referred 

to in this section’’ for ‘‘referred to in this subsection’’. 

§ 1776i. Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868

Except for the adjustment to the eastern 
boundary of the Crow Indian Reservation, noth-
ing in this subchapter or in the Settlement 
Agreement shall affect or modify the terms and 
conditions of the treaty between the United 
States of America and the Crow Tribe of Indians 
concluded May 7, 1868 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868’’; 15 Stat. 649). 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 11, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4642.) 

§ 1776j. Satisfaction of claims 

The benefits available to the Crow Tribe under 
the terms and conditions of this subchapter and 
the Settlement Agreement shall constitute full 
and complete satisfaction of all claims by the 
Crow Tribe and the members of the Crow Tribe 
arising from or related to the erroneous survey 
of the 107th meridian described in section 
1776(a)(3) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 12, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4642.) 
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§ 1776k. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of the Interior such sums as are 
necessary to carry out this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 103–444, § 13, Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4643.)

SUBCHAPTER XI—SANTO DOMINGO 
PUEBLO LAND CLAIMS SETTLEMENT 

§ 1777. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) For many years the Pueblo of Santo Do-

mingo has been asserting claims to lands with-
in its aboriginal use area in north central New 
Mexico. These claims have been the subject of 
many lawsuits, and a number of these claims 
remain unresolved. 

(2) In December 1927, the Pueblo Lands 
Board, acting pursuant to the Pueblo Lands 
Act of 1924 (43 Stat. 636) confirmed a survey of 
the boundaries of the Pueblo of Santo Do-
mingo Grant. However, at the same time the 
Board purported to extinguish Indian title to 
approximately 27,000 acres of lands within 
those grant boundaries which lay within 3 
other overlapping Spanish land grants. The 
United States Court of Appeals in United 
States v. Thompson (941 F.2d 1074 (10th Cir. 
1991), cert. denied 503 U.S. 984 (1992)), held that 
the Board ‘‘ignored an express congressional 
directive’’ in section 14 of the Pueblo Lands 
Act, which ‘‘contemplated that the Pueblo 
would retain title to and possession of all 
overlap land’’. 

(3) The Pueblo of Santo Domingo has as-
serted a claim to another 25,000 acres of land 
based on the Pueblo’s purchase in 1748 of the 
Diego Gallegos Grant. The Pueblo possesses 
the original deed reflecting the purchase under 
Spanish law but, after the United States as-
sumed sovereignty over New Mexico, no action 
was taken to confirm the Pueblo’s title to 
these lands. Later, many of these lands were 
treated as public domain, and are held today 
by Federal agencies, the State Land Commis-
sion, other Indian tribes, and private parties. 
The Pueblo’s lawsuit asserting this claim, 
Pueblo of Santo Domingo v. Rael (Civil No. 
83–1888 (D.N.M.)), is still pending. 

(4) The Pueblo of Santo Domingo’s claims 
against the United States in docket No. 355 
under the Act of August 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1049; 
commonly referred to as the Indian Claims 
Commission Act) have been pending since 1951. 
These claims include allegations of the Fed-
eral misappropriation and mismanagement of 
the Pueblo’s aboriginal and Spanish grant 
lands. 

(5) Litigation to resolve the land and tres-
pass claims of the Pueblo of Santo Domingo 
would take many years, and the outcome of 
such litigation is unclear. The pendency of 
these claims has clouded private land titles 
and has created difficulties in the manage-
ment of public lands within the claim area. 

(6) The United States and the Pueblo of 
Santo Domingo have negotiated a settlement 
to resolve all existing land claims, including 
the claims described in paragraphs (2) through 
(4). 

(b) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this subchapter—
(1) to remove the cloud on titles to land in 

the State of New Mexico resulting from the 
claims of the Pueblo of Santo Domingo, and to 
settle all of the Pueblo’s claims against the 
United States and third parties, and the land, 
boundary, and trespass claims of the Pueblo in 
a fair, equitable, and final manner; 

(2) to provide for the restoration of certain 
lands to the Pueblo of Santo Domingo and to 
confirm the Pueblo’s boundaries; 

(3) to clarify governmental jurisdiction over 
the lands within the Pueblo’s land claim area; 
and 

(4) to ratify a Settlement Agreement be-
tween the United States and the Pueblo which 
includes—

(A) the Pueblo’s agreement to relinquish 
and compromise its land and trespass 
claims; 

(B) the provision of $8,000,000 to com-
pensate the Pueblo for the claims it has pur-
sued pursuant to the Act of August 13, 1946 
(60 Stat. 1049; commonly referred to as the 
Indian Claims Commission Act); 

(C) the transfer of approximately 4,577 
acres of public land to the Pueblo; 

(D) the sale of approximately 7,355 acres of 
national forest lands to the Pueblo; and 

(E) the authorization of the appropriation 
of $15,000,000 over 3 consecutive years which 
would be deposited in a Santo Domingo 
Lands Claims Settlement Fund for expendi-
ture by the Pueblo for land acquisition and 
other enumerated tribal purposes. 

(c) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed 
to effectuate an extinguishment of, or to other-
wise impair, the Pueblo’s title to or interest in 
lands or water rights as described in section 
1777c(a)(2) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 106–425, § 2, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1890.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Pueblo Lands Act of 1924, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(2), is act June 7, 1924, ch. 331, 43 Stat. 636, as amend-

ed, which is set out as a note under section 331 of this 

title. 

Act of August 13, 1946, referred to in subsecs. (a)(4) 

and (b)(4)(B), is act Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 959, 60 Stat. 1049, 

as amended, known as the Indian Claims Commission 

Act of 1946, which was classified generally to chapter 

2A (§ 70 et seq.) of this title and was omitted from the 

Code in view of the termination of the Indian Claims 

Commission on Sept. 30, 1978. See Codification note set 

out under former section 70 et seq. of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 106–425, § 1, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1890, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this subchapter] may 

be cited as the ‘Santo Domingo Pueblo Claims Settle-

ment Act of 2000’.’’

§ 1777a. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Federally administered lands 

The term ‘‘federally administered lands’’ 
means lands, waters, or interests therein, ad-
ministered by Federal agencies, except for the 
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