Page 1019

(2) an explanation of why the project is im-
portant to the small community;

(3) a description of all actions taken with re-
spect to the project as of the date of the appli-
cation, including any attempt to secure fund-
ing; and

(4) a description of demonstrated need for
funding for the project.

(f) Awards
(1) In general

Not later than May 1 of each fiscal year, a
State rural development director, in coordina-
tion with the council and the environmental
protection director of the State, shall—

(A) review all applications received by the
State rural development director under sub-
section (e) of this section; and

(B) award SEARCH grants to small com-
munities based on—

(i) an evaluation of whether the proposed
project meets the eligibility criteria under
subsection (d) of this section; and

(ii) the content of the application.

(2) Administration

In awarding a SEARCH grant, a State rural
development director—

(A) shall award the funds for any rec-
ommended environmental project in a time-
ly and expeditious manner; and

(B) shall not award a SEARCH grant to a
grantee or project in violation of any Fed-
eral or State law (including a regulation).

(3) Matching requirement

A small community that receives a SEARCH
grant under this section may be required to
provide matching funds.

(g) Unexpended funds
(1) In general

If, for any fiscal year, any unexpended funds
remain after SEARCH grants are awarded by a
State rural development director under sub-
section (f) of this section, the State rural de-
velopment director, in coordination with the
environmental protection director of the
State, may repeat the application and review
process so that any remaining funds are rec-
ommended for award, and awarded, not later
than July 30 of the fiscal year.

(2) Retention of funds

(A) In general

Any unexpended funds that are not award-
ed under subsection (f) of this section or
paragraph (1) shall be retained by the State
rural development director for award during
the following fiscal year.

(B) Limitation

A State SEARCH account that accumu-
lates a balance of unexpended funds de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) in excess of
$2,000,000 shall be ineligible to receive addi-
tional funds for SEARCH grants until such
time as the State rural development director
awards grants in the amount of the excess.

(Pub. L. 107-171, title VI, §6302, May 13, 2002, 116
Stat. 422.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002, and not as part of the
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Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act which
comprises this chapter.

§2009ee-2. Report

Not later than 30 days after the end of the first
fiscal year for which SEARCH grants are award-
ed, and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a report that—

(1) describes the number of SEARCH grants
awarded during the fiscal year;

(2) identifies each small community that re-
ceived a SEARCH grant during the fiscal year;

(3) describes the project or purpose for which

each SEARCH grant was awarded, including a

statement of the benefit to public health or

the environment of the environmental project
receiving the grant funds; and

(4) describes the status of each project or
portion of a project for which a SEARCH grant
was awarded, including a project or portion of

a project for which a SEARCH grant was

awarded for any previous fiscal year.

(Pub. L. 107-171, title VI, §6303, May 13, 2002, 116
Stat. 424.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002, and not as part of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act which
comprises this chapter.

§2009ee-3. Funding

(a) Allocation to State rural development direc-
tors

(1) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out section 2009ee-1(b) of this title
$51,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2002 through
2007, of which not to exceed $1,000,000 shall be
used to make grants under section
2009ee-1(b)(2) of this title.

(2) Actual appropriation

If funds to carry out section 2009ee-1(b) of
this title are made available for a fiscal year
in an amount that is less than the amount au-
thorized under paragraph (1) for the fiscal
year, the Secretary shall divide the appro-
priated funds for the fiscal year equally among
the 50 States.

(b) Other expenses

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sub-
chapter (other than section 2009ee-1(b) of this
title).

(Pub. L. 107-171, title VI, §6304, May 13, 2002, 116
Stat. 424.)
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002, and not as part of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act which
comprises this chapter.
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(a) Use of coupons; redeemability.
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foods.

(c) Regulations; transmittal of copy of
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2014. Eligible households.
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rears.

(0) Work requirement.

2016. Issuance and use of coupons.

(a) Printing.

(b) Approved food stores; receipt of cash
in change for coupons used to pur-
chase food.

(c) Design of coupons.

(d) Coupon level inventories; monitor-
ship; monthly operations report.

(e) Delivery and control procedures.

(f) State issuance liability.

(g) Alternative system or documents;
costs.
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(a) Disqualification or civil penalty.
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(c) Review.

(d) Bonds.

(e) Transfer of ownership; penalty in lieu
of disqualification period; fines for
acceptance of loose coupons; judi-
cial action to recover penalty or
fine.

(f) Fines for unauthorized third parties
that accept food stamps.

(g) Disqualification of retailers who are
disqualified under WIC program.

Disposition of claims.

(a) General authority of the Secretary.

(b) Collection of overissuances.

(c) Food stamp intercept of unemploy-
ment benefits.

(d) Recovery of overissuance of coupons.

Administrative and judicial review; restora-
tion of rights.
Violations and enforcement.

(a) Coupon redemption.

(b) Unauthorized use, transfer, acquisi-
tion, alteration, or possession of
coupons or authorization cards; res-
titution by convicted individuals.

(c) Presentation for payment or redemp-
tion of coupons that have been ille-
gally received, transferred, or used.

(d) Coupons as obligations of the United
States.

(e) Failure to provide monthly oper-
ations report; violation of regula-
tions; delivery and control proce-
dures.
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(g) Forfeiture of property involved in il-
legal food stamp transactions.
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Administrative cost-sharing and quality con-
trol.

(a) Administrative costs.
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program.

(c) Quality control system.

(d) Bonuses for States that demonstrate
high or most improved performance.

(e) Use of social security account num-
bers; access to information.

(f) Payment of certain legal fees.

(g) Cost sharing for computerization.
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Research, demonstration, and evaluations.

(a) Contracts or grants; issuance of ag-
gregate allotments.

(b) Pilot projects.

(c) Evaluation measures; pilot programs
for nutritional monitoring.
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(e) Study and report to Congressional
committees of effect of reduction of
benefits.

(f) Demonstration projects for develop-
ment and use of intelligent com-
puter benefit cards to pay food
stamp benefits.

(g) Study of effectiveness of food stamp
employment and training program.

(h) Demonstration projects for vehicle
exclusion limits.

2022.

2023.

2024.

2025.

support

2026.
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(a) Purchase of commodities.
(b) Basis for commodity purchases.

§2011. Congressional declaration of policy

It is declared to be the policy of Congress, in
order to promote the general welfare, to safe-
guard the health and well-being of the Nation’s
population by raising levels of nutrition among
low-income households. Congress finds that the
limited food purchasing power of low-income
households contributes to hunger and malnutri-
tion among members of such households. Con-
gress further finds that increased utilization of
food in establishing and maintaining adequate
national levels of nutrition will promote the dis-
tribution in a beneficial manner of the Nation’s
agricultural abundance and will strengthen the
Nation’s agricultural economy, as well as result
in more orderly marketing and distribution of
foods. To alleviate such hunger and malnutri-
tion, a food stamp program is herein authorized
which will permit low-income households to ob-
tain a more nutritious diet through normal
channels of trade by increasing food purchasing
power for all eligible households who apply for
participation.

(Pub. L. 88-525, §2, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 703;
Pub. L. 91-671, §1, Jan. 11, 1971, 84 Stat. 2048;
Pub. L. 95-113, title XIII, §1301, Sept. 29, 1977, 91
Stat. 958.)

AMENDMENTS

1977—Pub. L. 95-113 substituted ‘‘a more nutritious
diet” for ‘‘a nutritionally adequate diet’’ as the object
of the program.

1971—Pub. L. 91-671 provided for cooperation in utili-
zation of Nation’s abundance of food by other agencies,
struck out ‘‘to the maximum extent practicable’ be-
fore ‘“‘to safeguard the health’”, enunciated finding that
limited food purchasing power of low-income house-
holds contributes to hunger and malnutrition, and sub-
stituted ‘“‘promote the distribution’ for ‘“will tend to
cause the distribution’” and authorization of a program
(to alleviate hunger and malnutrition) which will per-
mit low-income households to purchase a nutritionally
adequate diet through normal channels of trade for
prior authorization of a program (to effectuate policy
of Congress and purposes of this chapter) which will
permit such households to receive a greater share of
Nation’s abundance of food.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT

Section 1301 of Pub. L. 95-113 provided that the
amendment made by that section is effective Oct. 1,
19717.

SHORT TITLE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 107-171, title IV, §4001, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat.
305, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting section 3007 of
this title and section 1161 of Title 2, The Congress,
amending sections 143le, 2012, 2014 to 2017, 2019, 2020,
2022, 2023, 2025 to 2028, 2031, 2034, 2036, and 7508 of this
title, sections 1612, 1613, and 1631 of Title 8, Aliens and
Nationality, and sections 1755, 1758, 1760, 1769, and 1786
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, repealing
section 2033 of this title, enacting provisions set out as
notes under sections 612c, 2014 to 2016, 2019, 2020, 2022,
2023, 2025, 2026, 2028, 2034, 2036, and 3171 of this title, sec-
tion 1161 of Title 2, section 1612 of Title 8, and sections
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1755, 1758, 1769, and 1786 of Title 42, and amending provi-
sions set out as a note under section 612c of this title]
may be cited as the ‘Food Stamp Reauthorization Act
of 2002’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106-171, §1, Feb. 11, 2000, 114 Stat. 3, provided
that: “This Act [amending section 2016 of this title and
enacting provisions set out as notes under section 2016
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Electronic Benefit
Transfer Interoperability and Portability Act of 2000’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 103-225, §1, Mar. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 106, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [amending sections 2012, 2014 to
2016, 2018, and 2026 of this title, enacting provisions set
out as notes under section 2012 of this title, and repeal-
ing provisions set out as notes under sections 2015 and
2016 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Food Stamp Pro-
gram Improvements Act of 1994’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1993 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 103-66, title XIII, §13901(a), Aug. 10, 1993, 107
Stat. 672, provided that: ‘“This chapter [chapter 3
(§§13901-13971) of title XIII of Pub. L. 103-66, amending
sections 2012, 2014, 2015, 2017, 2020 to 2023, 2025, 2026, and
2028 of this title, and enacting provisions set out as a
note under section 2025 of this title] may be cited as the
‘Mickey Leland Childhood Hunger Relief Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1990 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 101-624, title XVII, §1701, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 3783, provided that: ‘“This title [enacting section
2032 of this title, amending sections 1431, 1431le, 2012,
2014 to 2018, 2020 to 2022, 2024 to 2028, 3175, and 3175e of
this title, section 6109 of Title 26, Internal Revenue
Code, and sections 405 and 9904 of Title 42, The Public
Health and Welfare, enacting provisions set out as
notes under this section and sections 612c, 2012, 2014,
2020, 2025, and 2028 of this title and section 1751 of Title
42, and amending provisions set out as notes under sec-
tions 612c and 2012 of this title] may be cited as the
‘Mickey Leland Memorial Domestic Hunger Relief
Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENTS

Pub. L. 100435, §1(a), Sept. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 1645, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [amending sections 2012, 2014 to
2017, 2020 to 2023, 2025, and 2026 of this title, section
T13a-14 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, and sections
1761, 1766, 1773, and 1786 of Title 42, The Public Health
and Welfare, enacting provisions set out as notes under
sections 612c and 2012 of this title and sections 1766 and
1786 of Title 42, and amending provisions set out as
notes under sections 612c, 1731, and 2012 of this title]
may be cited as the ‘Hunger Prevention Act of 1988°.”

Pub. L. 100-232, §1, Jan. 5, 1988, 101 Stat. 1566, provided
that: “This Act [amending section 2014 of this title and
enacting provisions set out as a note under section 612c
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Charitable Assistance
and Food Bank Act of 1987°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1986 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 99-570, title XI, §11001, Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat.
3207-167, provided that: ‘“This title [amending sections
2012, 2018 and 2019 of this title, sections 1531 and 1603 of
Title 29, Labor, sections 3003 and 3020 [now 5103 and
5120] of Title 38, Veterans’ Benefits, and sections 1383
and 1396a of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare,
and enacting provisions set out as notes under section
2012 of this title, sections 5103 and 5120 of Title 38, and
sections 602, 1383 and 1396a of Title 42] may be cited as
the ‘Homeless Eligibility Clarification Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1982 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 97-253, title I, §140, Sept. 8, 1982, 96 Stat. 772,
provided that: ‘“This subtitle [subtitle E (§§140-193) of
title I of Pub. L. 97-253, amending sections 2012, 2014,
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2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2025, 2026, 2027,
2028, and 2029 of this title and enacting provisions set
out as notes under sections 1624, 2012, and 2028 of this
title] may be cited as the ‘Food Stamp Act Amend-
ments of 1982".”

SHORT TITLE OF 1981 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 97-98, title XIII, §1301, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat.
1282, provided that: ‘“This title [enacting sections 2029
and 2270 of this title, amending sections 2012, 2014 to
2016, 2018 to 2020, and 2023 to 2027 of this title, enacting
a provision set out as a note under section 2012 of this
title, and amending provisions set out as notes under
section 612c¢ of this title] may be cited as the ‘Food
Stamp and Commodity Distribution Amendments of
1981°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 96-249, §1, May 26, 1980, 94 Stat. 357, provided:
“That this Act [amending sections 2012, 2014, 2015, 2019,
2020, and 2024 to 2027 of this title, sections 6103 and 7213
of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code, and sections 503 and
504 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, and en-
acting provisions set out as notes under sections 2014
and 2026 of this title, section 6103 of Title 26, and sec-
tion 503 of Title 42] may be cited as the ‘Food Stamp
Act Amendments of 1980°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 94-339, §1, July 5, 1976, 90 Stat. 799, provided:
“That this Act [amending sections 2012, 2015, and 2016 of
this title] may be cited as the ‘Emergency Food Stamp
Vendor Accountability Act of 1976°.”

SHORT TITLE

Section 1 of Pub. L. 88-525, as amended by Pub. L.
95-113, title XIII, §1301, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 958, pro-
vided that: ‘““This Act [this chapter] may be cited as the
‘Food Stamp Act of 1977°.”

STUDY OF NATIONAL DATABASE FOR FEDERAL MEANS-
TESTED PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Pub. L. 105-379, §2, Nov. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 3399, pro-
vided that:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agriculture shall
conduct a study of options for the design, development,
implementation, and operation of a national database
to track participation in Federal means-tested public
assistance programs.

“(b) ADMINISTRATION.—In conducting the study, the
Secretary shall—

‘(1) analyze available data to determine—

““(A) whether the data have addressed the needs of
the food stamp program established under the Food
Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.);

‘(B) whether additional or unique data need to be
developed to address the needs of the food stamp
program; and

“(C) the feasibility and cost-benefit ratio of each
available option for a national database;

‘(2) survey the States to determine how the States
are enforcing the prohibition on recipients receiving
assistance in more than one State under Federal
means-tested public assistance programs;

““(3) determine the functional requirements of each
available option for a national database; and

‘“(4) ensure that all options provide safeguards to
protect against the unauthorized use or disclosure of
information in the national database.

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act [Nov. 12, 1998], the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the results of the
study conducted under this section.

“(d) FUNDING.—Out of any moneys in the Treasury
not otherwise appropriated, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall provide to the Secretary of Agriculture
$500,000 to carry out this section. The Secretary shall
be entitled to receive the funds and shall accept the
funds, without further appropriation.”
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WELFARE SIMPLIFICATION AND COORDINATION ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Pub. L. 101-624, title XVII, §1778, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 3814, provided that:

‘“(a) APPOINTMENT AND MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1) ESTABLISMENT [sic].—There is established an
Advisory Committee on Welfare Simplification and
Coordination (hereafter in this section referred to as
the ‘Committee’) consisting of not fewer than 7, nor
more than 11, members appointed by the Secretary of
Agriculture (hereafter in this section referred to as
the ‘Secretary’), after consultation with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services and the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development, and with
the advice of State and local officials responsible for
administering the food stamp program, cash and med-
ical assistance programs for low-income families and
individuals under the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C.
301 et seq.], and programs providing housing assist-
ance to needy families and individuals, and represent-
atives of recipients and recipient advocacy organiza-
tions associated with such programs.

‘(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The members of the Commit-
tee shall be individuals who are familiar with the
rules, goals, and limitations of Federal food stamp,
cash, medical, and housing assistance programs for
low-income families and individuals, and may include
individuals who have demonstrated expertise in eval-
uating the operations of and interaction among such
programs as they affect administrators and recipi-
ents, persons who have experience in administering
such programs at the Federal, State, or local level,
and representatives of administrators and recipients
affected by such programs.

‘“(b) PURPOSE.—It shall be the purpose of the Commit-
tee, in consultation, where appropriate, with program
administrators and representatives of recipients—

“(1) to identify the significant policies imple-
mented in the food stamp program, cash and medical
assistance programs under the Social Security Act
[42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.], and housing assistance pro-
grams (whether resulting from law, regulations, or
administrative practice) that, because they differ
substantially, make it difficult for those eligible to
apply for and obtain benefits from more than one pro-
gram and restrict the ability of administrators of
such programs to provide efficient, timely, and ap-
propriate benefits to those eligible for more than one
type of assistance, drawing, where appropriate, on
previous efforts to coordinate and simplify such pro-
grams and policies;

‘(2) to examine the major reasons for such different
programs and policies;

‘“(3) to evaluate how and the extent to which such
different programs and policies hinder, to a signifi-
cant degree, the receipt of benefits from more than
one program and substantially restrict administra-
tors’ ability to provide efficient, timely, and appro-
priate benefits;

‘(4) to recommend common or simplified programs
and policies (including recommendations for changes
in law, regulations, and administrative practice and
for policies that do not currently exist in such pro-
grams) that would substantially reduce difficulties in
applying for and obtaining benefits from more than
one program and significantly increase the ability of
administrators of such programs to efficiently pro-
vide timely and appropriate assistance to those eligi-
ble for more than one type of assistance; and

‘“(5) to describe the major effects of such common
or simplified programs and policies (including how
such common or simplified programs and policies
would enhance or conflict with the purposes of such
programs, how they would ease burdens on adminis-
trators and recipients, how they would affect pro-
gram costs and participation, and the degree to which
they would change the relationships between the Fed-
eral Government and the States in such programs)
and the reasons for recommending such programs and
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policies (including reasons, if any, that might be suf-

ficient to override special rules derived from the pur-

poses of individual programs).

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.—The Secretary shall
provide the Committee with such technical and other
assistance, including secretarial and clerical assist-
ance, as may be required to carry out its functions.

‘(d) REIMBURSEMENT.—Members of the Committee
shall serve without compensation but shall receive re-
imbursement for necessary travel and subsistence ex-
penses incurred by such members in the performance of
the duties of the Committee.

‘‘(e) REPORTS.—Not later than July 1, 1993, the Com-
mittee shall prepare and submit, to the appropriate
committees of Congress, the Secretary of Agriculture,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development a final
report, including recommendations for common or sim-
plified programs and policies and the effects of and rea-
sons for such programs and policies and may submit in-
terim reports, including reports on common or sim-
plified programs and policies covering less than the
complete range of programs and policies under review,
to the committees and such Secretaries as deemed ap-
propriate by the Committee.”’

RULES

Pub. L. 99-198, title XV, §1583, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat.
1595, provided that: ‘“Not later than April 1, 1987, the
Secretary shall issue rules to carry out the amend-
ments made by this title [amending sections 612c, 1431e,
2012 to 2023, and 2025 to 2029 of this title, section 49b of
Title 29, Labor, and section 503 of Title 42, The Public
Health and Welfare, and amending provisions set out as
notes under section 612c of this title].”

IMPLEMENTATION OF 1977 AMENDMENT; SAVINGS PROVI-
SION; AVAILABILITY OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS; RE-
PORT

Section 1303 of Pub. L. 95-113, as amended by Pub. L.
97-375, title I, §103(a), Dec. 21, 1982, 96 Stat. 1819, pro-
vided that:

‘“‘(a) The Secretary of Agriculture shall implement
the Food Stamp Act of 1977 [this chapter as amended by
Pub. L. 95-113] as expeditiously as possible consistent
with the efficient and effective administration of the
food stamp program. The provisions of the Food Stamp
Act of 1964, as amended [this chapter prior to amend-
ment by Pub. L. 95-113], which are relevant to current
regulations of the Secretary governing the food stamp
program, shall remain in effect until such regulations
are revoked, superseded, amended, or modified by regu-
lations issued pursuant to the Food Stamp Act of 1977.
Coupons issued pursuant to the Food Stamp Act of 1964,
as amended, and in general use as of the effective date
of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 [Oct. 1, 1977], shall con-
tinue to be usable to purchase food, and all other liabil-
ities of the Secretary, States, and applicant or partici-
pating households, under the Food Stamp Act of 1964,
as amended, shall continue in force until finally re-
solved or terminated by administrative or judicial ac-
tion, or otherwise.

‘“(b) Pending proceedings under the Food Stamp Act
of 1964, as amended, shall not be abated by reason of
any provision of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, but shall
be disposed of pursuant to the applicable provisions of
the Food Stamp Act of 1964, as amended, in effect prior
to the effective date of the Food Stamp Act of 1977
[Oct. 1, 1977].

“‘(c) Appropriations made available to carry out the
Food Stamp Act of 1964, as amended, shall be available
to carry out the provisions of the Food Stamp Act of
19717.

‘“(d) [Repealed. Pub. L. 97-375, title I, §103(a), Dec. 1,
1982, 96 Stat. 1819.1”

§2012. Definitions

As used in this chapter, the term:
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(a) ‘““Allotment’” means the total value of cou-
pons a household is authorized to receive during
each month.

(b) ‘““‘Authorization card’” means the document
issued by the State agency to an eligible house-
hold which shows the allotment the household is
entitled to be issued.

(c) ““Certification period’ means the period for
which households shall be eligible to receive au-
thorization cards. The certification period shall
not exceed 12 months, except that the certifi-
cation period may be up to 24 months if all adult
household members are elderly or disabled. A
State agency shall have at least 1 contact with
each certified household every 12 months. The
limits specified in this subsection may be ex-
tended until the end of any transitional benefit
period established under section 2020(s) of this
title.

(d) ““Coupon’” means any coupon, stamp, type
of certificate, authorization card, cash or check
issued in lieu of a coupon, or access device, in-
cluding an electronic benefit transfer card or
personal identification number, issued pursuant
to the provisions of this chapter.

(e) ‘““Coupon issuer’” means any office of the
State agency or any person, partnership, cor-
poration, organization, political subdivision, or
other entity with which a State agency has con-
tracted for, or to which it has delegated func-
tional responsibility in connection with, the is-
suance of coupons to households.

(f) “Drug addiction or alcoholic treatment and
rehabilitation program’ means any such pro-
gram conducted by a private nonprofit organiza-
tion or institution, or a publicly operated com-
munity mental health center, under part B of
title XIX of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 300x et seq.) to provide treatment that
can lead to the rehabilitation of drug addicts or
alcoholics.

(g) “Food” means (1) any food or food product
for home consumption except alcoholic bev-
erages, tobacco, and hot foods or hot food prod-
ucts ready for immediate consumption other
than those authorized pursuant to clauses (3),
4), (5), (7, (8), and (9) of this subsection, (2)
seeds and plants for use in gardens to produce
food for the personal consumption of the eligible
household, (3) in the case of those persons who
are sixty years of age or over or who receive
supplemental security income benefits or dis-
ability or blindness payments under title I, II,
X, XIV, or XVI of the Social Security Act [42
U.S.C. 301 et seq., 401 et seq., 1201 et seq., 1351 et
seq., 1381 et seq.], and their spouses, meals pre-
pared by and served in senior citizens’ centers,
apartment buildings occupied primarily by such
persons, public or private nonprofit establish-
ments (eating or otherwise) that feed such per-
sons, private establishments that contract with
the appropriate agency of the State to offer
meals for such persons at concessional prices,
and meals prepared for and served to residents
of federally subsidized housing for the elderly,
(4) in the case of persons sixty years of age or
over and persons who are physically or mentally
handicapped or otherwise so disabled that they
are unable adequately to prepare all of their
meals, meals prepared for and delivered to them
(and their spouses) at their home by a public or



Page 1025

private nonprofit organization or by a private
establishment that contracts with the appro-
priate State agency to perform such services at
concessional prices, (5) in the case of narcotics
addicts or alcoholics, and their children, served
by drug addiction or alcoholic treatment and re-
habilitation programs, meals prepared and
served under such programs, (6) in the case of
certain eligible households living in Alaska,
equipment for procuring food by hunting and
fishing, such as nets, hooks, rods, harpoons, and
knives (but not equipment for purposes of trans-
portation, clothing, or shelter, and not firearms,
ammunition, and explosives) if the Secretary de-
termines that such households are located in an
area of the State where it is extremely difficult
to reach stores selling food and that such house-
holds depend to a substantial extent upon hunt-
ing and fishing for subsistence, (7) in the case of
disabled or blind recipients of benefits under
title I, II, X, XIV, or XVI of the Social Security
Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq., 401 et seq., 1201 et seq.,
1351 et seq., 1381 et seq.], or arel individuals de-
scribed in paragraphs (2) through (7) of sub-
section (r) of this section, who are residents in
a public or private nonprofit group living ar-
rangement that serves no more than sixteen
residents and is certified by the appropriate
State agency or agencies under regulations is-
sued under section 1616(e) of the Social Security
Act [42 U.S.C. 1382e(e)] or under standards deter-
mined by the Secretary to be comparable to
standards implemented by appropriate State
agencies under such section, meals prepared and
served under such arrangement, (8) in the case
of women and children temporarily residing in
public or private nonprofit shelters for battered
women and children, meals prepared and served,
by such shelters, and (9) in the case of house-
holds that do not reside in permanent dwellings
and households that have no fixed mailing ad-
dresses, meals prepared for and served by a pub-
lic or private nonprofit establishment (approved
by an appropriate State or local agency) that
feeds such individuals and by private establish-
ments that contract with the appropriate agen-
cy of the State to offer meals for such individ-
uals at concessional prices.

(h) “Food stamp program’ means the program
operated pursuant to the provisions of this chap-
ter.

(i)(1) ‘““Household” means—

(A) an individual who lives alone or who,
while living with others, customarily pur-
chases food and prepares meals for home con-
sumption separate and apart from the others;
or

‘“(B) a group of individuals who live together
and customarily purchase food and prepare
meals together for home consumption.

(2) Spouses who live together, parents and
their children 21 years of age or younger who
live together, and children (excluding foster
children) under 18 years of age who live with and
are under the parental control of a person other
than their parent together with the person exer-
cising parental control shall be treated as a
group of individuals who customarily purchase

180 in original. The word ‘“‘are’” probably should not appear.
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and prepare meals together for home consump-
tion even if they do not do so.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) and (2), an
individual who lives with others, who is sixty
years of age or older, and who is unable to pur-
chase food and prepare meals because such indi-
vidual suffers, as certified by a licensed physi-
cian, from a disability which would be consid-
ered a permanent disability under section 221(i)
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 421(i)) or
from a severe, permanent, and disabling phys-
ical or mental infirmity which is not sympto-
matic of a disease shall be considered, together
with any of the others who is the spouse of such
individual, an individual household, without re-
gard to the purchase of food and preparation of
meals, if the income (as determined under sec-
tion 2014(d) of this title) of the others, excluding
the spouse, does not exceed the poverty line, as
described in section 2014(c)(1) of this title, by
more than 65 per centum.

(4) In no event shall any individual or group of
individuals constitute a household if they reside
in an institution or boarding house, or else live
with others and pay compensation to the others
for meals.

(5) For the purposes of this subsection, the fol-
lowing persons shall not be considered to be
residents of institutions and shall be considered
to be individual households:

(A) Residents of federally subsidized housing
for the elderly, disabled or blind recipients of
benefits under title I, II, X, XIV, or XVI of the
Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq., 401
et seq., 1201 et seq., 1351 et seq., 1381 et seq.].

(B) Individuals described in paragraphs (2)
through (7) of subsection (r) of this section,
who are residents in a public or private non-
profit group living arrangement that serves no
more than sixteen residents and is certified by
the appropriate State agency or agencies
under regulations issued under section 1616(e)
of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1382e(e)]
or under standards determined by the Sec-
retary to be comparable to standards imple-
mented by appropriate State agencies under
that section.

(C) Temporary residents of public or private
nonprofit shelters for battered women and
children.

(D) Residents of public or private nonprofit
shelters for individuals who do not reside in
permanent dwellings or have no fixed mailing
addresses, who are otherwise eligible for cou-
pons.

(E) Narcotics addicts or alcoholics, together
with their children, who live under the super-
vision of a private nonprofit institution, or a
publicly operated community mental health
center, for the purpose of regular participation
in a drug or alcoholic treatment program.

(j) “Reservation’” means the geographically
defined area or areas over which a tribal organi-
zation (as that term is defined in subsection (p)
of this section) exercises governmental jurisdic-
tion.

(k) ““‘Retail food store’ means—

(1) an establishment or house-to-house trade
route that sells food for home preparation and
consumption and—

(A) offers for sale, on a continuous basis, a
variety of foods in each of the 4 categories of
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staple foods specified in subsection (u)(1) of
this section, including perishable foods in at
least 2 of the categories; or

(B) has over 50 percent of the total sales of
the establishment or route in staple foods,

as determined by visual inspection, sales
records, purchase records, counting of stock-
keeping units, or other inventory or account-
ing recordkeeping methods that are cus-
tomary or reasonable in the retail food indus-
try;

(2) an establishment, organization, program,
or group living arrangement referred to in
subsections (g)(3), (4), (5), (7), (8), and (9) of this
section;

(3) a store purveying the hunting and fishing
equipment described in subsection (g)(6) of
this section; and

(4) any private nonprofit cooperative food
purchasing venture, including those in which
the members pay for food purchased prior to
the receipt of such food.

(1) ““Secretary’” means the Secretary of Agri-
culture.

(m) ‘“‘State’” means the fifty States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Guam, the Virgin Islands of
the United States, and the reservations of an In-
dian tribe whose tribal organization meets the
requirements of this chapter for participation as
a State agency.

(n) ‘““State agency’ means (1) the agency of
State government, including the local offices
thereof, which has the responsibility for the ad-
ministration of the federally aided public assist-
ance programs within such State, and in those
States where such assistance programs are oper-
ated on a decentralized basis, the term shall in-
clude the counterpart local agencies administer-
ing such programs, and (2) the tribal organiza-
tion of an Indian tribe determined by the Sec-
retary to be capable of effectively administering
a food distribution program under section
2013(b) of this title or a food stamp program
under section 2020(d) of this title.

(0) “Thrifty food plan” means the diet re-
quired to feed a family of four persons consist-
ing of a man and a woman twenty through fifty,
a child six through eight, and a child nine
through eleven years of age, determined in ac-
cordance with the Secretary’s calculations. The
cost of such diet shall be the basis for uniform
allotments for all households regardless of their
actual composition, except that the Secretary
shall—

(1) make household-size adjustments (based
on the unrounded cost of such diet) taking
into account economies of scale;

(2) make cost adjustments in the thrifty
food plan for Hawaii and the urban and rural
parts of Alaska to reflect the cost of food in
Hawaii and urban and rural Alaska;

(3) make cost adjustments in the separate
thrifty food plans for Guam, and the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States to reflect the cost
of food in those States, but not to exceed the
cost of food in the fifty States and the District
of Columbia; and

(4) on October 1, 1996, and each October 1
thereafter, adjust the cost of the diet to re-
flect the cost of the diet in the preceding
June, and round the result to the nearest
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lower dollar increment for each household
size, except that on October 1, 1996, the Sec-
retary may not reduce the cost of the diet in
effect on September 30, 1996, and except that
on October 1, 2003, in the case of households re-
siding in Alaska and Hawaii the Secretary
may not reduce the cost of such diet in effect
on September 30, 2002.

(p) ‘“Tribal organization’” means the recog-
nized governing body of an Indian tribe (includ-
ing the tribally recognized intertribal organiza-
tion of such tribes), as the term ‘‘Indian tribe”’
is defined in the Indian Self-Determination Act
(256 U.S.C. 450b(b)), as well as any Indian tribe,
band, or community holding a treaty with a
State government.

(q) ‘“‘Allowable medical expenses’” means ex-
penditures for (1) medical and dental care, (2)
hospitalization or nursing care (including hos-
pitalization or nursing care of an individual who
was a household member immediately prior to
entering a hospital or nursing home), (3) pre-
scription drugs when prescribed by a licensed
practitioner authorized under State law and
over-the-counter medication (including insulin)
when approved by a licensed practitioner or
other qualified health professional, (4) health
and hospitalization insurance policies (exclud-
ing the costs of health and accident or income
maintenance policies), (6) medicare premiums
related to coverage under title XVIII of the So-
cial Security Act [42 U.S.C. 139 et seq.], (6) den-
tures, hearing aids, and prosthetics (including
the costs of securing and maintaining a seeing
eye dog), (7) eye glasses prescribed by a physi-
cian skilled in eye disease or by an optometrist,
(8) reasonable costs of transportation necessary
to secure medical treatment or services, and (9)
maintaining an attendant, homemaker, home
health aide, housekeeper, or child care services
due to age, infirmity, or illness.

(r) ‘““Elderly or disabled member”’
member of a household who—

(1) is sixty years of age or older;

(2)(A) receives supplemental security income
benefits under title XVI of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), or Federally or
State administered supplemental benefits of
the type described in section 212(a) of Public
Law 93-66 (42 U.S.C. 1382 note), or

(B) receives Federally or State administered
supplemental assistance of the type described
in section 1616(a) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1382e(a)), interim assistance pending re-
ceipt of supplemental security income, disabil-
ity-related medical assistance under title XIX
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.), or disability-based State general assist-
ance benefits, if the Secretary determines that
such benefits are conditioned on meeting dis-
ability or blindness criteria at least as strin-
gent as those used under title XVI of the So-
cial Security Act;

(3) receives disability or blindness payments
under title I, II, X, XIV, or XVI of the Social
Security Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq., 401 et seq.,
1201 et seq., 1351 et seq., 1381 et seq.] or re-
ceives disability retirement benefits from a
governmental agency because of a disability
considered permanent under section 221(i) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 421(i));

means a
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(4) is a veteran who—

(A) has a service-connected or non-service-
connected disability which is rated as total
under title 38; or

(B) is considered in need of regular aid and
attendance or permanently housebound
under such title;

(5) is a surviving spouse of a veteran and—

(A) is considered in need of regular aid and
attendance or permanently housebound
under title 38; or

(B) is entitled to compensation for a serv-
ice-connected death or pension benefits for a
non-service-connected death under title 38,
and has a disability considered permanent
under section 221(i) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 421(i));

(6) is a child of a veteran and—

(A) is considered permanently incapable of
self-support under section 1314 of title 38; or

(B) is entitled to compensation for a serv-
ice-connected death or pension benefits for a
non-service-connected death under title 38,
and has a disability considered permanent
under section 221(i) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 421(i)); or

(7) is an individual receiving an annuity
under section 2(a)(1)(iv) or 2(a)(1)(v) of the
Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C.
23la(a)(1)(iv) or 23la(a)(1)(v)), if the individ-
ual’s service as an employee under the Rail-
road Retirement Act of 1974 [45 U.S.C. 231 et
seq.], after December 31, 1936, had been in-
cluded in the term ‘“‘employment’ as defined
in the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et
seq.], and if an application for disability bene-
fits had been filed.

(s) “Homeless individual’’ means—

(1) an individual who lacks a fixed and regu-
lar nighttime residence; or

(2) an individual who has a primary night-
time residence that is—

(A) a supervised publicly or privately oper-
ated shelter (including a welfare hotel or
congregate shelter) designed to provide tem-
porary living accommodations;

(B) an institution that provides a tem-
porary residence for individuals intended to
be institutionalized;

(C) a temporary accommodation for not
more than 90 days in the residence of an-
other individual; or

(D) a public or private place not designed
for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings.

(t) ‘“‘Access device” means any card, plate,
code, account number, or other means of access
that can be used, alone or in conjunction with
another access device, to obtain payments, al-
lotments, benefits, money, goods, or other
things of value, or that can be used to initiate
a transfer of funds under this chapter.

(u)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
““staple foods” means foods (as defined in sub-
section (g) of this section) in the following cat-
egories:

(A) Meat, poultry, or fish.
(B) Bread or cereals.
(C) Vegetables or fruits.
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(D) Dairy products.

(2) ‘““Staple foods’” do not include accessory
food items, such as coffee, tea, cocoa, carbon-
ated and uncarbonated drinks, candy, con-
diments, and spices.

(Pub. L. 88-525, §3, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 703;
Pub. L. 91-671, §2, Jan. 11, 1971, 84 Stat. 2048;
Pub. L. 92-603, title IV, §411(a), (b), Oct. 30, 1972,
86 Stat. 1491; Pub. L. 93-86, §3(a)-(c), (D), (0), (p),
Aug. 10, 1973, 87 Stat. 246, 248, 249; Pub. L. 93-125,
§1(h), Oct. 18, 1973, 87 Stat. 450; Pub. L. 94-339, §4,
July 5, 1976, 90 Stat. 801; Pub. L. 95-113, title
XIII, §§1301, 1302(a)(1), Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 958,
979; Pub. L. 96-58, §§3, 7, Aug. 14, 1979, 93 Stat.
390, 392; Pub. L. 96-181, §15(b), Jan. 2, 1980, 93
Stat. 1316; Pub. L. 96-249, title I, §§101(a), 111,
135, May 26, 1980, 94 Stat. 357, 360, 369; Pub. L.
97-35, title I, §§101-103, 108(a), 116(a)(1), Aug. 13,
1981, 95 Stat. 358, 361, 364; Pub. L. 97-98, title XII,
§§1302-1304, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1282; Pub. L.
97-253, title I, §§142, 143(a), 144, 145(a), (b), Sept.
8, 1982, 96 Stat. 772-774; Pub. L. 98-204, §3, Dec. 2,
1983, 97 Stat. 1385; Pub. L. 99-198, title XV,
§§1501(a), 1502-1504, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1566;
Pub. L. 99-570, title XI, §11002(a)-(c), Oct. 27,
1986, 100 Stat. 3207-167, 3207-168; Pub. L. 100-77,
title VIII, §§801, 802(a), July 22, 1987, 101 Stat.
533, 534; Pub. L. 100-435, title I, §120, title III,
§350, Sept. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 1655, 1664; Pub. L.
101-624, title XVII, §§1712, 1713(a), 1747(b), Nov.
28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3783, 3796; Pub. L. 102-83,
§5(c)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406; Pub. L.
102-237, title IX, §§901, 941(1), Dec. 13, 1991, 1056
Stat. 1884, 1891; Pub. L. 102-351, §1, Aug. 26, 1992,
106 Stat. 937; Pub. L. 103-66, title XIII, §§13931,
13932, Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 676; Pub. L. 103-225,
title I, §101(b)(1), title II, §201, Mar. 25, 1994, 108
Stat. 107, 108; Pub. L. 103-354, title III, §303(a),
Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3239; Pub. L. 104-193, title
VIII, §§801-805, Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 2308, 2309;
Pub. L. 107-171, title IV, §§4112(b)(1), 4115(b)(1),
May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 312, 315; Pub. L. 108-199,
div. A, title VII, §771(a), Jan. 23, 2004, 118 Stat.
40.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Public Health Service Act, referred to in subsec.
(f), is act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, 58 Stat. 682, as amended.
Part B of title XIX of the Act is classified generally to
part B (§300x et seq.) of subchapter XVII of chapter 6A
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note set out under section 201 of Title 42 and
Tables.

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsecs. (g),
(1)(B)(A), (q), and (r), is act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat.
620, as amended, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 7 (§301 et seq.) of Title 42. Titles I, II, X, XIV, XVI,
XVIII, and XIX of the Social Security Act are classified
generally to subchapters I (§301 et seq.), IT (§401 et
seq.), X (§1201 et seq.), XIV (§1351 et seq.), XVI (§1381 et
seq.), XVIII (§1395 et seq.), and XIX (§1396 et seq.), re-
spectively, of chapter 7 of Title 42. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title
42 and Tables.

The Indian Self-Determination Act (25 U.S.C. 450b(b)),
referred to in subsec. (p), probably means the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act, Pub.
L. 93-638, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2203, as amended, which
is classified principally to subchapter II (§450 et seq.) of
chapter 14 of Title 25, Indians. Section 450b of Title 25
was amended generally by Pub. L. 100472, title I, §103,
Oct. 5, 1988, 102 Stat. 2286, and, as so amended, subsec.
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(b) of such section no longer defines the term ‘‘Indian
tribe’’. However, such term is defined elsewhere in that
section. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 450 of
Title 25 and Tables.

The Railroad Retirement Act of 1974, referred to in
subsec. (r)(7), is act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, as amended
generally by Pub. L. 93-445, title I, §101, Oct. 16, 1974, 88
Stat. 1305, which is classified generally to subchapter
IV (§231 et seq.) of chapter 9 of Title 45, Railroads. For
further details and complete classification of this Act
to the Code, see Codification note set out preceding
section 231 of Title 45, section 231t of Title 45, and
Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2004—Subsec. (0)(4). Pub. L. 108-199 inserted before pe-
riod at end ‘‘, and except that on October 1, 2003, in the
case of households residing in Alaska and Hawaii the
Secretary may not reduce the cost of such diet in effect
on September 30, 2002°.

2002—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 107-171, §4115(b)(1), inserted
at end ‘“The limits specified in this subsection may be
extended until the end of any transitional benefit pe-
riod established under section 2020(s) of this title.”

Subsec. (1)(1). Pub. L. 107-171, §4112(b)(1)(A), (B), des-
ignated first sentence as par. (1) and redesignated
former pars. (1) and (2) as subpars. (A) and (B) of par.
(1), respectively.

Subsec. (i)(2). Pub. L. 107-171, §4112(b)(1)(C), des-
ignated second sentence as par. (2). Former par. (2) re-
designated subpar. (B) of par. (1).

Subsec. (1)(3). Pub. L. 107-171, §4112(b)(1)(D), (E), des-
ignated third sentence as par. (3) and substituted ‘“Not-

withstanding paragraphs (1) and (2)” for ‘Notwith-
standing the preceding sentences’.
Subsec. (i)(4). Pub. L. 107-171, §4112(b)(1)(F), des-

ignated fourth sentence as par. (4).

Subsec. (1)(5). Pub. L. 107-171, §4112(b)(1)(G), (H), des-
ignated fifth sentence as par. (5), substituted ‘“‘For the
purposes of this subsection, the following persons shall
not be considered to be residents of institutions and
shall be considered to be individual households:” for
“For the purposes of this subsection,”, restructured the
remainder of that sentence into five sentences and des-
ignated them as subpars. (A) to (E) respectively, and
struck out ‘‘shall not be considered residents of institu-
tions and shall be considered individual households” at
end.

1996—Subsec. (c¢). Pub. L. 104-193, §801, substituted
second and third sentences containing provisions relat-
ing to limits on certification period and requirement of
yearly contact with household for provisions setting
limits to certification period for households required to
submit periodic reports, households whose members all
receive federal assistance grant, households of unem-
ployable, elderly or primarily self-employed individ-
uals, and all other households, and allowing waivers.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104-193, §802, substituted ‘‘type of
certificate, authorization card, cash or check issued in
lieu of a coupon, or access device, including an elec-
tronic benefit transfer card or personal identification
number,” for ‘“‘or type of certificate’.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 104-193, §803, in second sentence,
struck out ‘‘(who are not themselves parents living
with their children or married and living with their
spouses)’’ after ‘‘age or younger’’.

Subsec. (0). Pub. L. 104-193, §804, in second sentence,
substituted ‘‘the Secretary shall—" for ‘‘the Secretary
shall”’, realigned margins of pars. (1) to (3), substituted
semicolon for comma at end of pars. (1) and (2) and
““; and” for comma at end of par. (3), added par. (4), and
struck out former pars. (4) to (11) which authorized ad-
justment of cost of thrifty food plan diet to reflect
changes in cost of food constituting diet for period
from Jan. 1, 1980, to Oct. 1, 1990, and each Oct. 1 there-
after, and prohibited Secretary from reducing cost of
such diet on Oct. 1, 1992, and, in case of households re-
siding in Alaska, on Oct. 1, 1994.

Subsec. (8)(2)(C). Pub. L. 104-193, §805, inserted ‘‘for
not more than 90 days’ after ‘‘temporary accommoda-
tion”.

TITLE T—AGRICULTURE

Page 1028

1994—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103-225, §101(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Except as provided in section 2015(c)(1)(C) of
this title, for” for “For’.

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 103-225, §201(1), realigned margins
of pars. (1) to (4), substituted semicolon for comma at
end of pars. (2) and (3), and substituted ‘‘means—’ for
“means’ and par. (1) for former par. (1) which read as
follows: ‘“‘an establishment or recognized department
thereof or house-to-house trade route, over 50 per cen-
tum of whose food sales volume, as determined by vis-
ual inspection, sales records, purchase records, or other
inventory or accounting recordkeeping methods that
are customary or reasonable in the retail food industry,
consists of staple food items for home preparation and
consumption, such as meat, poultry, fish, bread, cere-
als, vegetables, fruits, dairy products, and the like, but
not including accessory food items, such as coffee, tea,
cocoa, carbonated and uncarbonated drinks, candy,
condiments, and spices,”’.

Subsec. (0)(11). Pub. L. 103-354 inserted ‘‘and (in the
case of households residing in Alaska) on October 1,
1994, after ¢<1992,”.

Subsec. (u). Pub. L. 103-225, §201(2), added subsec. (u).

1993—Subsec. (g)(5). Pub. L. 103-66, §13932(2), inserted
‘¢, and their children,”” after ‘‘or alcoholics”.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 103-66, §13932(1), in last sentence
inserted ‘‘, together with their children,” after ‘‘nar-
cotics addicts or alcoholics™.

Pub. L. 103-66, §13931, in first sentence, substituted
‘‘or (2) a group of individuals’ for ‘‘(2) a group of indi-
viduals’ and substituted a period for ‘‘, >’ after end of
cl. (2), inserted ‘‘Spouses who live together, parents and
their children 21 years of age or younger (who are not
themselves parents living with their children or mar-
ried and living with their spouses) who live together,
and children (excluding foster children) under 18 years
of age who live with and are under the parental control
of a person other than their parent together with the
person exercising parental control” before ‘‘shall be
treated as a group of individuals’ to create new second
sentence and struck out ‘‘, unless one of the parents, or
siblings, is an elderly or disabled member’”’ after *‘if
they do not do so”, and in next sentence substituted
‘““Notwithstanding the preceding sentences’ for ‘‘Not-
withstanding clause (1) of the preceding sentence’.

1992—Subsec. (0)(11). Pub. L. 102-351 inserted before
period at end ¢, except that on October 1, 1992, the Sec-
retary may not reduce the cost of such diet”.
1991—Subsecs. (g)(7), (1). Pub. L. 102-237, §901, inserted
, or are individuals described in paragraphs (2)
through (7) of subsection (r) of this section,” after
““title I, II, X, XIV, or XVI of the Social Security Act’’.

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 102-237, §941(1)(A), made technical
amendment to reference to subsection (p) of this sec-
tion involving corresponding provision of original act.

Subsec. (0)(6). Pub. L. 102-237, §941(1)(B), substituted
‘“‘percent’’ for ‘‘per centun’’ [sic].

Subsec. (r)(6)(A). Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘section
1314 of title 38" for ‘‘section 414 of title 38”°.

Subsecs. (t), (u). Pub. L. 102-237, §941(1)(C), redesig-
nated subsec. (u) as (t).

1990—Subsec. (g)(3). Pub. L. 101-624, §1712(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘or disability or blindness payments under
title I, II, X, XIV, or XVI” for ‘‘under title XVI”.

Subsec. (2)(7). Pub. L. 101-624, §1712(a)(2), substituted
“title I, II, X, XIV, or XVI” for ‘“‘title II or title XVI”,
and inserted ‘‘or under standards determined by the
Secretary to be comparable to standards implemented
by appropriate State agencies under such section”.

Subsec. (2)(9). Pub. L. 101-624, §1713(a), substituted
“individuals and by private establishments that con-
tract with the appropriate agency of the State to offer
meals for such individuals at concessional prices” for
‘‘individuals and by a public or private nonprofit shel-
ter (approved by an appropriate State or local agency)
in which such households temporarily reside (except
that such establishments and shelters may only re-
quest voluntary use of food stamps by such individuals
and may not request such households to pay more than
the average cost of the food contained in a meal served
by the establishment or shelter).”

13
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Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 101-624, §1712(b), substituted ‘‘title
I, IT, X, XIV, or XVI” for ‘‘title II or title XVI”, and in-
serted ‘‘or under standards determined by the Sec-
retary to be comparable to standards implemented by
appropriate State agencies under such section’’.

Subsec. (u). Pub. L. 101-624, §1747(b), added subsec.

(w).

1988—Subsec. (0). Pub. L. 100-435, §120, inserted
““through October 1, 1987’ in cl. (8) and substituted cls.
(9) to (11) for proviso that periods upon which adjust-
ments are based would be subject to revision by Act of
Congress.

Subsec. (r)(2). Pub. L. 100-435, §350, amended par. (2)
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as follows:
‘“‘receives supplemental security income benefits under
title XVI of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et
seq.), federally or State administered supplemental
benefits of the type described in section 1616(a) of the
Social Security Act if the Secretary determines that
such benefits are conditioned on meeting the disability
or blindness criteria used under title XVI of the Social
Security Act, or federally or State administered sup-
plemental benefits of the type described in section
212(a) of Public Law 93-66 (42 U.S.C. 1382 note);”".

1987—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 100-77, §802(a), substituted
“(2)” for ‘“‘or (2)”’, inserted cl. (3), and inserted ‘‘(other
than as provided in clause (3))” after ‘‘except that’.

Subsec. (s). Pub. L. 100-77, §801, added subsec. (8).

1986—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 99-570, §11002(a), substituted
¢(8), and (9)” for ““‘and (8)” in cl. (1) and added cl. (9).

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 99-570, §11002(b), inserted ‘‘resi-
dents of public or private nonprofit shelters for individ-
uals who do not reside in permanent dwellings or have
no fixed mailing addresses, who are otherwise eligible
for coupons,”’.

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 99-570, §11002(c), substituted ‘(8),
and (9)” for ‘“‘and (8)”’.

1985—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 99-198, §1501(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘¢, or a publicly operated community mental
health center, under part B of title XIX of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300x et seq.) to provide”’
for ‘““‘which is certified by the State agency or agencies
designated by the Governor as responsible for the ad-
ministration of the State’s programs for alcoholics and
drug addicts pursuant to Public Law 91-616 (Compre-
hensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Prevention,
Treatment, and Rehabilitation Act of 1970) and Public
Law 92-255 (Drug Abuse Prevention, Treatment, and
Rehabilitation Act) as providing”’.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 99-198, §1501(a)(2), inserted ¢, or a
publicly operated community mental health center,”
after ‘‘private nonprofit institution’ in last sentence.

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 99-198, §1502, inserted *‘, as deter-
mined by visual inspection, sales records, purchase
records, or other inventory or accounting record-
keeping methods that are customary or reasonable in
the retail food industry,” in cl. (1).

Subsec. (0). Pub. L. 99-198, §1503, substituted ‘fifty”
for “fifty-four”.

Subsec. (r)(2). Pub. L. 99-198, §1504(1), inserted
¢, federally or State administered supplemental bene-
fits of the type described in section 1616(a) of the Social
Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1382e(a)] if the Secretary deter-
mines that such benefits are conditioned on meeting
the disability or blindness criteria used under title XVI
of the Social Security Act, or federally or State admin-
istered supplemental benefits of the type described in
section 212(a) of Public Law 93-66 (42 U.S.C. 1382 note)’’.

Subsec. (r)(3). Pub. L. 99-198, §1504(2), inserted ‘‘or re-
ceives disability retirement benefits from a govern-
mental agency because of a disability considered per-
manent under section 221(i) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 421())”.

Subsec. (r)(4)(A). Pub. L. 99-198, §1504(3), inserted ‘‘or
non-service-connected’’ after ‘‘service-connected’.

Subsec. (r)(7). Pub. L. 99-198, §1504(4)-(6), added par.
M.

1983—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98-204, §3(1), substituted
‘“‘the foregoing limits on the certification period may,
with the approval of the Secretary, be waived by a
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State agency for certain categories of households where
such waiver will improve the administration of the pro-
gram’’ for ‘‘the limit of twelve months may be waived
by the Secretary to improve the administration of the
program’’ in provisions preceding par. (1).

Subsec. (¢)(2). Pub. L. 98-204, §3(2), inserted provision
that “The maximum limit of twelve months for such
period under the foregoing proviso may be waived by
the Secretary where such waiver will improve the ad-
ministration of the program.”’

1982—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 97-253, §§142, 145(b), sub-
stituted ‘‘except that parents and children, or siblings,
who live together shall be treated as a group of individ-
uals who customarily purchase and prepare meals to-
gether for home consumption even if they do not do so,
unless one of the parents, or siblings, is an elderly or
disabled member” for ‘‘except that parents and chil-
dren who live together shall be treated as a group of in-
dividuals who customarily purchase and prepare meals
together for home consumption even if they do not do
so, unless one of the parents is sixty years of age or
older, or receives supplemental security income bene-
fits under title XVI of the Social Security Act or dis-
ability or blindness payments under title I, II, X, XIV,
or XVI of the Social Security Act’’, and inserted provi-
sion that notwithstanding cl. (1) of the preceding sen-
tence, an individual who lives with others, who is sixty
years of age or older, and who is unable to purchase
food and prepare meals because such individual suffers,
as certified by a licensed physician, from a disability
which would be considered a permanent disability
under section 221(i) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 421(i)) or from a severe, permanent, and dis-
abling physical or mental infirmity which is not symp-
tomatic of a disease shall be considered, together with
any of the others who is the spouse of such individual,
an individual household, without regard to the pur-
chase of food and preparation of meals, if the income
(as determined under section 2014(d) of this title) of the
others, excluding the spouse, does not exceed the pov-
erty line, as described in section 2014(c)(1) of this title,
by more than 65 per centum.

Subsec. (0)(1). Pub. L. 97-253, §143(a)(1), substituted
“adjustments (based on the unrounded cost of such
diet)” for ‘“‘adjustments’.

Subsec. (0)(6). Pub. L. 97-253, §§143(a)(2), 144, sub-
stituted provisions requiring the Secretary, on Oct. 1,
1982, to adjust the cost of the diet to reflect changes in
the cost of the thrifty food plan for the twenty-one
months ending June 30, 1982, reduce the cost of such
diet by one per centum, and round the result to the
nearest lower dollar increment for each household size
for former provision requiring the Secretary, on Oct. 1,
1982, to adjust the cost of such diet to the nearest dol-
lar increment to reflect the changes in the cost of the
thrifty food plan for the twenty-one months ending on
June 30, 1982.

Subsec. (0)(7). Pub. L. 97-253, §§143(a)(2), 144, sub-
stituted provisions requiring the Secretary, on Oct. 1,
1983, and Oct. 1, 1984, to adjust the cost of the diet to
reflect changes in the cost of the thrifty food plan for
the twelve months ending the preceding June 30, reduce
the cost of such diet by one per centum, and round the
result to the nearest lower dollar increment for each
household size for former provision requiring the Sec-
retary, on Oct. 1, 1983, and each Oct. 1 thereafter, to ad-
just the cost of such diet to the nearest dollar incre-
ment to reflect changes in the cost of the thrifty food
plan for the twelve months ending the preceding June
30.

Subsec. (0)(8). Pub. L. 97-253, §§143(a)(2), 144, added
and amended par. (8).

Subsec. (r). Pub. L. 97-253, §145(a), added subsec. (r).

1981—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 97-35, §108(a), inserted pro-
visions respecting waiver of twelve-month period for
improvement of program.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 97-98, §1302, inserted provision re-
lating to supplemental security income benefits under
title XVI of the Social Security Act or disability or
blindness payments under title I, II, X, XIV, or XVI of
the Social Security Act.
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Pub. L. 97-35, §§101, 102, inserted provisions relating
to treatment as a group of parents and children who
live together, and restructured provisions respecting
living with others and paying compensation for meals.

Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 97-35, §116(a)(1), struck out ref-
erence to Puerto Rico.

Subsec. (0). Pub. L. 97-98, §§1303, 1304, substituted in
cl. (2) ““Hawaii and the urban and rural parts of Alaska
to reflect the cost of food in Hawaii and urban and
rural Alaska’ for ‘‘Alaska and Hawaii to reflect the
cost of food in those States’’, in cl. (6) provision that on
Oct. 1, 1982, the Secretary adjust the cost of such diet
to reflect changes for the twenty-one months ending
the preceding June 30, 1982, for provision that on Apr.
1, 1982, the Secretary adjust the cost of such diet to re-
flect changes for the fifteen months ending the preced-
ing Dec. 31, in cl. (7) provision that on Oct. 1, 1983, and
each Oct. 1 thereafter, the Secretary adjust the cost of
such diet to reflect changes for the twelve months end-
ing the preceding June 30, for provision that on July 1,
1983, the Secretary adjust the cost of such diet to re-
flect changes for the fifteen months ending the preced-
ing Mar. 31, struck out cl. (8) which provided that on
Oct. 1, 1984, the Secretary adjust the cost of such diet
to reflect changes for the fifteen months ending the
preceding June 30, and struck out cl. (9) which provided
that on Oct. 1, 1985, and each Oct. 1 thereafter, the Sec-
retary adjust the cost of such diet to reflect changes
for the twelve months ending the preceding June 30,
and, as of every Jan. 1 thereafter, for the nine months
ending the preceding Sept. 30 and the subsequent three
months ending Dec. 31 as projected by the Secretary in
light of the best available data, and inserted provision
that the periods upon which adjustments are based be
subject to revision by Act of Congress.

Pub. L. 97-35, §§103, 116(a)(1) struck out applicability
to Puerto Rico in clause (3), substituted provisions re-
specting adjustments on Apr. 1, 1982, for provisions re-
specting adjustments on Jan. 1, 1982, in cl. (6), and
added cls. (7) to (9).

1980—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 96-249, §111, inserted provi-
sions requiring that for those households that are re-
quired to submit periodic reports under section
2015(c)(1) of this title, the certification period be at
least six months but no longer than twelve months.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96-181 substituted ‘‘Drug Abuse
Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation Act” for
“Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972”.

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 96-249, §101(a)(1)-(3), substituted
“(7), and (8)” for ““and (7)” in cl. (1) and added cl. (8).

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 96-249, §101(a)(4), inserted ‘‘tem-
porary residents of public or private nonprofit shelters
for battered women and children,” after ‘‘section
1616(e) of the Social Security Act,”.

Subsec. (k)(2). Pub. L. 96-249, §101(a)(5), substituted
“(7), and (8)” for “‘and (7).

Subsec. (0). Pub. L. 96-249, §135, inserted ‘‘through
January 1, 1980,” before ‘‘adjust the cost’ in cl. (4) and
added cls. (5) and (6).

1979—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 96-58, §7(1)-(3), substituted
“clauses (3), (4), (5), and (7)” for ‘‘clauses (3), (4), and
(5)” and added cl. (7) relating to disabled or blind re-
cipients of benefits who are residents in certain public
or private nonprofit group living arrangements.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 96-58, §7(4), (5), inserted provisions
relating to disabled or blind recipients of benefits who
are residents in certain public or private nonprofit
group living arrangements and inserted provisions that
all residents of federally subsidized housing for the el-
derly, disabled or blind recipients of benefits, and nar-
cotic addicts or alcoholics who live under the super-
vision of a private nonprofit institution for the purpose
of regular participation in a drug or alcoholic treat-
ment program be considered individual households.

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 96-58, §7(6), inserted reference to
group living arrangements referred to in subsec. (g)(7)
of this section in cl. (2).

Subsec. (q). Pub. L. 96-58, §3, added subsec. (q).

1977—Pub. L. 95-113 redefined terms ‘‘Secretary’’,
“food”, ‘‘coupon’’, ‘‘household”, ‘‘retail food store’’,
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‘‘State agency’’, ‘‘State’’, ‘‘food stamp program’, and
‘‘drug addiction or alcoholic treatment and rehabilita-
tion program’ and changed designations of those
terms, as thus redefined, from subsecs. (a), (b), (c), (e),
®, (), (§), (kK), and (n), respectively, to (1), (), (d), (),
(k), (n), (m), (h), and (f), substituted definitions of ‘‘al-
lotment’’, ‘‘authorization card’, and ‘‘coupon issuer’’
for ‘‘coupon allotment’, ‘‘authorization to purchase
card”, and ‘‘coupon vendor’’, respectively, and changed
designations of those terms as thus substituted from
subsecs. (d), (m), and (o), respectively, to (a), (b), and
(e), struck out definitions of ‘“wholesale food concern’’,
‘“‘bank’, and ‘‘elderly person’ which had been set out,
respectively, in subsecs. (g), (i), and (I), and inserted
definitions of ‘‘certification period’”, ‘‘reservation”’,
‘““thrifty food plan’’, and ‘‘tribal organization’ in sub-
secs. (¢), (j), (0), and (p), respectively.

1976—Subsec. (0). Pub. L. 94-339 added subsec. (0).

1973—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93-86, §3(I), substituted
‘“home”” for ‘“‘human’ and substituted provisions in-
cluding in definition of ‘‘food” seeds and plants for use
in gardens to produce food for the personal consump-
tion of the eligible household, for provisions excluding
from such definition foods identified on the package as
imported and imported meat and meat products.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 93-125 substituted ‘‘foregoing’’ for
“foreoging”’.

Pub. L. 93-86, §3(a), (b), (p), inserted provision of cl.
(3) relating to inclusion of narcotic addict or alcoholic
within definition of ‘“household’ and provision relating
to residents of federally subsidized housing for the el-
derly, and substituted provisions relating to the treat-
ment of individuals receiving supplemental security in-
come benefits under subchapter XVI of chapter 7 of
title 42, for provisions relating to the treatment of per-
sons eligible to receive supplemental security income
benefits under subchapter XVI of chapter 7 of title 42.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 93-86, §3(0), inserted references to
nonprofit institution and section 2019(i) of this title.

Subsec. (n). Pub. L. 93-86, §3(c), added subsec. (n).

1972—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 92-603, §411(a), inserted pro-
vision that persons eligible or would be eligible to re-
ceive supplemental security income benefits under sec-
tions 1381 to 1383c of Title 42, may not be considered as
members of a household or elderly persons under this
chapter.

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 92-603, §411(b), substituted provi-
sions defining State agency as the agency designated
by the Secretary for carrying out this chapter in such
state, for provisions defining it as the agency having
the responsibility for the administration of the feder-
ally aided public assistance program.

1971—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 91-671, §2(a), substituted in
definition of ‘“household”, ‘‘related individuals (includ-
ing legally adopted children and legally assigned foster
children) or non-related individuals over age 60 who are
not residents’ for ‘‘related or non-related individuals,
who are not residents’’, designated existing provisions
as cl. (1), and added cl. (2).

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 91-671, §2(b), included in definition
of ‘“‘retail food store’ a political subdivision or a pri-
vate nonprofit organization that meets requirements of
section 2019(h) of this title.

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 91-671, §2(c), included in definition
of ““State’” Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

Subsec. (1). Pub. L. 91-671, §2(d), added subsec. (I).

Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 91-671, §2(e), added subsec. (m).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 108-199, div. A, title VII, §771(b), Jan. 23, 2004,
118 Stat. 40, provided that: “The amendment made by
subsection (a) [amending this section] shall be effective
beginning on September 30, 2003.”’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-171 effective Oct. 1, 2002,
except as otherwise provided, see section 4405 of Pub. L.
107-171, set out as an Effective Date note under section
1161 of Title 2, The Congress.
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Section 303(b) of Pub. L. 103-354 provided that: ‘““The
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-
tion] shall be effective beginning on September 30,
1994.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-66 effective, and to be im-
plemented beginning on, Sept. 1, 1994, see section
13971(b)(4) of Pub. L. 103-66, set out as a note under sec-
tion 2025 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1991 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 102-237 effective and to be im-
plemented no later than Feb. 1, 1992, see section
1101(d)(1) of Pub. L. 102-237, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1421 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT

Section 1781 of title XVII of Pub. L. 101-624 provided
that:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided in
subsection (b) and other provisions of this title, this
title [see Short Title of 1990 Amendment note set out
under section 2011 of this title] and the amendments
made by this title shall become effective and imple-
mented the 1st day of the month beginning 120 days
after the publication of implementing regulations.
Such regulations shall be promulgated not later than
October 1, 1991.

““(b) SPECIAL EFFECTIVE DATES.—

‘(1) OCTOBER 1, 1990.—The amendments made by sec-
tions 1721, 1730, 1750, 1754, 1760(1)(A), 1761, 1762, 1771(a),
1771(d), 1772(c), 1772(f), 1772(g), and 1776 [amending sec-
tions 2014, 2017, 2025 to 2028, 3175, and 3175e of this
title and provisions set out as notes under section
612c of this title] shall be effective on October 1, 1990.

‘“(2) DATE OF ENACTMENT.—The amendments made
by sections 1718, 1729, 1731, 1739, 1742, 1746, 1747, 1748,
1749, 1751, 1753, 1755, 1756, 1757, 1758, 1759, 1760(1)(B) and
(2), 1763, 1771(b), 1771(c), 1772(a), 1772(b), 1772(d),
1772(h), 1773, 1774(a)(1), 1774(b), 1774(c), 1775(a), 1775(b),
1777, 1778, and 1779 [enacting section 2032 of this title,
amending this section, sections 1431, 143le, 2014, 2016,
2020, 2022, and 2024 to 2027 of this title and section 9904
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, enacting
provisions set out as notes under sections 2011, 2020,
and 2025 of this title and section 1751 of Title 42, and
amending provisions set out as notes under section
612c of this title] shall become effective on the date
of enactment of this Act [Nov. 28, 1990].

‘4(3) APRIL 1, 1991.—The amendments made by sec-
tions 1716, 1722, and 1736(2) [amending sections 2014
and 2020 of this title] shall become effective and im-
plemented the 1st day of the month beginning 120
days after the promulgation of implementing regula-
tions. Such regulations shall be promulgated not
later than April 1, 1991.

‘“(4) CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY.—The amendment
made by section 1714(2) [amending section 2014 of this
title] shall become effective and implemented the 1st
day of the month beginning 120 days after the pro-
mulgation of implementing regulations. Such regula-
tions shall be promulgated—

‘“(A) in the case of a State general assistance pro-
gram, not later than October 1, 1991; and

‘“(B) in the case of a local general assistance pro-
gram, not later than April 1, 1992.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Section 701 of Pub. L. 100-435, as amended by Pub. L.
100-619, §1, Nov. 5, 1988, 102 Stat. 3198, provided that:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided for in
section 503 [set out as a note under section 1766 of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare] and in subsection (b)
of this section, this Act and the amendments made by
this Act [amending sections 2012, 2014 to 2017, 2020 to
2023, 2025, and 2026 of this title, section 713a-14 of Title
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15, Commerce and Trade, and sections 1761, 1766, 1773,
and 1786 of Title 42, enacting provisions set out as notes
under sections 612c and 2011 of this title and sections
1766 and 1786 of Title 42, and amending provisions set
out as notes under sections 612c, 1731, and 2012 of this
title] shall become effective and be implemented on Oc-
tober 1, 1988.
“(b) SPECIAL RULES.—

‘(1) The amendments made by sections 101, 103, 301,
321(c), 343, and 401 [amending sections 2014 and 2025 of
this title and amending provisions set out as a note
under section 612c of this title] shall become effective
and be implemented on the date of enactment of this
Act [Sept. 19, 1988].

‘“(2) The amendments made by section 402 [amend-
ing section 2014 of this title] shall become effective
and be implemented on January 1, 1989.

““(3)(A) The amendments made by section 203(a)
[amending section 2017 of this title] shall become ef-
fective on January 1, 1989, and the States shall imple-
ment such section by January 1, 1990.

“(B) The amendments made by section 203(b)
[amending section 2016 of this title] shall become ef-
fective on January 1, 1989, except with regards to
those States not implementing section 203(a).

‘“(4) The amendments made by sections 204, 210, 211,
subsections (a)(1), (¢), and (e) of section 404, sections
310 through 343, and sections 345 through 352 [amend-
ing sections 2012, 2014, 2015, 2020, and 2025 of this title
and sections 1766 and 1773 of Title 42] shall become ef-
fective and implemented on July 1, 1989.

‘(6) The amendments made by title VI [amending
sections 2022, 2023, and 2025 of this title] shall be ef-
fective as follows:

‘“(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (D), the
provisions of section 16(c) of the Food Stamp Act of
1977, as amended by section 604 [section 2025(c) of
this title], shall become effective on October 1, 1985,
with respect to claims under section 16(c) for qual-
ity control review periods after such date, except
that—

‘(i) the provisions of section 16(c)(1)(A), as
amended, shall become effective on October 1,
1988, with respect to payment error rates for qual-
ity control review periods after such date; and

‘‘(ii) the provisions of section 16(c)(3), as amend-
ed, shall become effective on October 1, 1988, with
respect to payment error rates for quality control
review periods after such date.

“(B) The amendments made by sections 601 and
602 [amending section 2022 of this title] shall be-
come effective on October 1, 1985, with respect to
claims under section 16(c) for quality control re-
view periods after such date.

“(C) Except as provided in subparagraph (D), the
amendments made to section 14 of the Food Stamp
Act of 1977 [section 2023 of this title] by section 603
shall become effective on October 1, 1985, with re-
spect to claims under section 16(c) for quality con-
trol review periods after such date.

“(D)(i) The provisions of sections 13, 14, and 16 of
the Food Stamp Act of 1977 [sections 2022, 2023, and
2025 of this title] that relate to claims against
State agencies and that were in effect for any qual-
ity control review period or periods through fiscal
year 1985 shall remain in effect for claims arising
with respect to such period or periods.

‘“(ii) The provisions of sections 14 and 16(c) of the
Food Stamp Act of 1977 that relate to enhanced ad-
ministrative funding for State agencies and that
were in effect for any quality control review period
or periods through fiscal year 1988 shall remain in
effect for such funding with respect to such period
or periods.

““(c) SEQUESTRATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, if a final order is issued for fiscal year
1989 under section 252(b) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C.
902(b)), the amount made available to carry out the
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food stamp program under section 18 of the Food
Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2027) shall be reduced by
an amount equal to $110,000,000 multiplied by the
amount of the percentage reduction for domestic pro-
grams required under such order. The reduction re-
quired by the preceding sentence shall be achieved by
reducing the amount of the adjustment to the cost of
the thrifty food plan for fiscal year 1989 under section
3(0)(9) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (as added by sec-
tion 120 of this Act) [section 2012(0)(9) of this title].

‘(2) EFFECTIVE DATES IF SEQUESTRATION OCCURS.—
Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b), if a final
order is issued under section 252(b) of the Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 902(b)) for fiscal
year 1989 to make reductions and sequestrations spec-
ified in the report required under section 251(a)(3)(A)
of such Act [2 U.S.C. 901(a)(3)(A)], sections 111, 201,
204, 310, 311, 321, 322, 323, 341, 342, 350, 351, 352, 402, 403,
404, 502, 504, and 505 [amending sections 2012, 2014,
2015, 2020, 2025, and 2026 of this title and enacting pro-
visions set out as notes under section 612c of this
title] shall become effective and be implemented on
October 1, 1989.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT

Section 802(b) of Pub. L. 100-77 provided that: ‘“The
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion] shall become effective on October 1, 1987.”’

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 1986
AMENDMENT

Section 11002(f) of Pub. L. 99-570, as amended by Pub.
L. 100-435, title II, §205, Sept. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 1657;
Pub. L. 101-624, title XVII, §1713(b), Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 3783; Pub. L. 102-237, title IX, §913, Dec. 13, 1991,
105 Stat. 1887, provided that:

‘(1) The amendments made by this section [amending
this section and sections 2018 and 2019 of this title]
shall become effective, and be implemented by issuance
of final regulations, not later than April 1, 1987.

“(2) Not later than September 30, 1988, the Secretary
of Agriculture shall submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate a report that evaluates the program established
by the amendments made by this section, including any
proposed legislative recommendations.

‘“(3) The amendments made by this section, except
those amendments made by subsections (a), (b), and (c)
[amending this section], shall cease to be effective after
September 30, 1990.”

[Amendment by Pub. L. 102-237 to section 11002(f) of
Pub. L. 99-570, set out above, effective Oct. 1, 1990, and
not applicable with respect to any period occurring be-
fore such date, see section 1101(d)(5) of Pub. L. 102-237,
set out as an Effective Date of 1991 Amendment note
under section 1421 of this title.]

[Section 1713(b) of Pub. L. 101-624 provided that the
amendment made by that section is effective Sept. 29,
1990.1

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT

Section 193 of subtitle E (§§140-193) of title I of Pub.
L. 97-253 provided that:

‘‘(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), this subtitle
[amending this section and sections 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017,
2018, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2025, 2026, 2027, 2028, and 2029
of this title and enacting provisions set out as notes
under this section and sections 1624, 2011, and 2028 of
this title] and the amendments made by this subtitle
shall take effect on the date of the enactment of this
subtitle [Sept. 8, 1982].

“(b) Sections 180 and 188 [amending sections 2020,
2025, 2027, and 2029 of this title] shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 1982.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENTS

Section 192 of Pub. L. 97-253 provided that:
‘‘(a) Notwithstanding section 117 of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 (7 U.S.C. 2012 note)
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[section 117 of Pub. L. 97-35, set out below], the amend-
ments made by sections 101 through 114 of such Act
[amending this section and sections 2014, 2015, 2017, 2020,
2022, and 2025 of this title], other than sections 107(b)
and 108(c) of such Act [amending sections 2014 and 2015
of this title], shall take effect on the earlier of the date
of the enactment of this subtitle [Sept. 8, 1982] or the
date on which such amendments became effective pur-
suant to section 117 of such Act.

‘“(b) Notwithstanding section 1338 of the Agriculture
and Food Act of 1981 (7 U.S.C. 2012 note) [section 1338 of
Pub. L. 97-98, set out below], the amendments made by
sections 1302 through 1333 of such Act [enacting section
2029 of this title and amending this section and sections
2014 to 2016, 2018 to 2020, and 2023 to 2027 of this title]
shall take effect on the earlier of the date of the enact-
ment of this subtitle [Sept. 8, 1982] or the date on which
such amendments became effective pursuant to section
1338 of such Act.”

Section 1338 of title XIII of Pub. L. 97-98 provided
that: ‘“Except as otherwise specifically provided, the
amendments made by this title [enacting sections 2029
and 2270 of this title, amending this section and sec-
tions 2014 to 2016, 2018 to 2020, and 2023 to 2027 of this
title, and enacting provisions set out as a note under
section 2011 of this title] shall be effective upon such
dates as the Secretary of Agriculture may prescribe,
taking into account the need for orderly implementa-
tion.”

Section 116(a) of Pub. L. 97-35 provided that the
amendment made by that section is effective July 1,
1982.

Section 117 of Pub. L. 97-35 provided that: ‘‘Except as
otherwise specifically provided, the amendments made
by sections 101 through 116 of this Act [amending this
section and sections 2014, 2015, 2017, 2020, 2022, and 2025
of this title] shall be effective and implemented upon
such dates as the Secretary of Agriculture may pre-
scribe, taking into account the need for orderly imple-
mentation.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1979 AMENDMENT

Section 10 of Pub. L. 96-58 provided that:

‘“(a) The provisions of sections 2 and 3 of this Act
[amending this section and sections 2014 of this section]
shall be implemented in all States by January 1, 1980,
and shall not affect the rights or liabilities of the Sec-
retary, States, and applicant or participant households,
under the Food Stamp Act of 1977 [this chapter] in ef-
fect on July 1, 1979, until implemented.

‘“(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of Agriculture shall issue final regulations
implementing the provisions of sections 4 through 6 of
this Act [amending sections 2015 and 2025 of this title]
within one hundred and fifty days after the date of en-
actment of this Act [Aug. 14, 1979].

““(c) The provisions of sections 7 and 8 of this Act
[amending this section and section 2019 of this title]
shall be implemented in all States by July 1, 1980, and
shall not affect the rights or liabilities of the Sec-
retary, States, and applicant or participating house-
holds, under the Food Stamp Act of 1977 [this chapter]
in effect on July 1, 1979, until implemented.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT

Section 1301 of Pub. L. 95-113 provided that the
amendment made by that section is effective Oct. 1,
1977.

Section 1302(b) of Pub. L. 95-113 provided that: ‘““The
amendments made by this section [repealing section
3(b) of Pub. L. 93-86 as described in the Repeals note
below and amending section 1431 of this title and provi-
sions set out as notes under sections 612c of this title
and 1382e of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare]
shall be effective October 1, 1977.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT

Amendment of section 8(a) of Pub. L. 93-233 by sec-
tion 1(a), (b) of Pub. L. 93-335, effective July 1, 1974, see
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section 1(c) of Pub. L. 93-335, set out as a note under
section 1382 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.
See Repeals note below.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT

Section 411(a) of Pub. L. 92-603 provided that the
amendment made by that section is effective January
1, 1974.

Section 411(h) of Pub. L. 92-603 provided that: ‘“‘Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this section, the amend-
ments made by this section [amending this section and
sections 2019 and 2023 of this title] shall take effect on
January 1, 1973”.

REPEALS

Section 3(b) of Pub. L. 93-86, cited as a credit to this
section, was repealed, effective Oct. 1, 1977, by section
1302(a)(1) of Pub. L. 95-113. Section 3(b) of Pub. L. 93-86
had amended the definition of ‘‘household” in 1973 to
exclude individuals receiving supplementary security
income benefits under title XVI of the Social Security
Act in certain months. For the period beginning Jan. 1,
1974, and ending September 30, 1978, Pub. L. 93-233,
§8(a), Dec. 30, 1973, 87 Stat. 956, as amended by Pub. L.
93-335, §1(a), (b), July 8, 1974, 88 Stat. 291; Pub. L. 94-44,
§3, June 28, 1975, 89 Stat. 235; Pub. L. 94-365, §2, July 14,
1976, 90 Stat. 990; Pub. L. 95-59, §3, June 30, 1977, 91 Stat.
2565, provided that the amendment by section 3(b) of
Pub. 93-86 should not be effective and that the defini-
tion of ‘“household” should read as it did before such
amendment but with the addition of a new sentence to
exclude individuals receiving certain Federal or State
supplementary payments under certain circumstances.

CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY

Section 205 of Pub. L. 103-225 provided that: ‘“‘An es-
tablishment or house-to-house trade route that is
otherwise authorized to accept and redeem coupons
under the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.)
on the day before the date of enactment of this Act
[Mar. 25, 1994] shall be considered to meet the definition
of ‘retail food store’ in section 3(k) of such Act (7 U.S.C.
2012(k)) (as amended by section 201) until the earlier
of—

‘(1) the periodic reauthorization of the establish-
ment or route; or

‘“(2) such time as the eligibility of the establish-
ment or route for continued participation in the food
stamp program is evaluated for any reason.”’

REPORT ON IMPACT ON RETAIL FOOD STORES

Section 206 of Pub. L. 103-225 provided that: ‘“Not
later than 18 months after the date of enactment of
this Act [Mar. 25, 1994], the Secretary of Agriculture
shall prepare and submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate a report on the impact of the amendments made
by sections 201 and 202 [amending this section and sec-
tion 2018 of this title] on the involvement of retail food
stores in the food stamp program established under the
Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), including
a description of—

‘(1) the numbers and types of stores that were
newly authorized to participate in the food stamp
program after implementation of the amendments;

‘“(2) the numbers and types of stores that were
withdrawn from the food stamp program after imple-
mentation of the amendments;

‘(3) the procedures used by the Secretary, and the
adequacy of the procedures used, to determine the
eligibility of stores to participate in the food stamp
program and to authorize and reauthorize the stores
to participate in the food stamp program;

‘“(4) the adequacy of the guidance provided by the
Secretary to retail food stores concerning—

‘“(A) the definitions of ‘retail food store’, ‘staple
foods’, ‘eligible foods’, and ‘perishable foods’ for
purposes of the food stamp program; and
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“(B) eligibility criteria for stores to participate
in the food stamp program; and
“(5) an assessment of whether the amendment to
the definition of ‘retail food store’ under section 3(k)
of such Act [subsec. (k) of this section] (as amended
by section 201(1)) has had an adverse effect on the in-
tegrity of the food stamp program.”

CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY OF CERTAIN RETAIL FOOD
STORES

Pub. L. 103205, §2, Dec. 17, 1993, 107 Stat. 2418, pro-
vided that: ‘“Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, during the period beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 17, 1993] and ending on March 15,
1994, an establishment or house-to-house trade route
that is otherwise authorized to accept and redeem cou-
pons under the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et
seq.) on the date of enactment of this Act may not be
disqualified from participation in the food stamp pro-
gram solely because the establishment or trade route
does not meet the definition of ‘retail food store’ under
section 3(k)(1) of such Act (7 U.S.C. 2012(k)(1)).”

PUBLICLY OPERATED COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS

Pub. L. 98-107, §101(b), Oct. 1, 1983, 97 Stat. 734, pro-
vided in part: ‘““That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law or this joint resolution, the provisions of
subsections (f) and (i) of section 3 and section 10 of the
Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended [7 U.S.C. 2012(f), (i)
and 2019], concerning private, nonprofit drug addiction
or alcoholic treatment and rehabilitation programs,
shall also be applicable to publicly operated commu-
nity health centers’.

[Reference to community health center, migrant
health center, public housing health center, or home-
less health center considered reference to health cen-
ter, see section 4(c) of Pub. L. 104-299, set out as a note
under section 254b of Title 42, The Public Health and
Welfare.]

ELIGIBILITY OF SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME RE-
CIPIENTS FOR F0oOD STAMPS DURING PRESCRIBED PE-
RIOD BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 1974

Provisions respecting eligibility of supplemental se-
curity income recipients for food stamps during pre-
scribed period beginning Jan. 1, 1974, see section 8(c) of
Pub. L. 93-233, Dec. 31, 1974, 87 Stat. 957, set out as a
note under section 1832e of Title 42, The Public Health
and Welfare.

§2012a. Publicly operated community health cen-
ters

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the provisions of subsections (f) and (i) of sec-
tion 2012 of this title and section 2019 of this
title, concerning private, nonprofit drug addic-
tion or alcohol treatment and rehabilitation
programs, shall henceforth also be applicable to
publicly operated community health centers.

(Pub. L. 99-88, title I, §100, Aug. 15, 1985, 99 Stat.
297.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 1985, and not as part of the Food
Stamp Act of 1977 which comprises this chapter.

REFERENCE TO COMMUNITY, MIGRANT, PUBLIC HOUSING,
OR HOMELESS HEALTH CENTER CONSIDERED REF-
ERENCE TO HEALTH CENTER

Reference to community health center, migrant
health center, public housing health center, or home-
less health center considered reference to health cen-
ter, see section 4(c) of Pub. L. 104-299, set out as a note
under section 254b of Title 42, The Public Health and
Welfare.
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§2013. Establishment of program
(a) Use of coupons; redeemability

Subject to the availability of funds appro-
priated under section 2027 of this title, the Sec-
retary is authorized to formulate and admin-
ister a food stamp program under which, at the
request of the State agency, eligible households
within the State shall be provided an oppor-
tunity to obtain a more nutritious diet through
the issuance to them of an allotment, except
that a State may not participate in the food
stamp program if the Secretary determines that
State or local sales taxes are collected within
that State on purchases of food made with cou-
pons issued under this chapter. The coupons so
received by such households shall be used only
to purchase food from retail food stores which
have been approved for participation in the food
stamp program. Coupons issued and used as pro-
vided in this chapter shall be redeemable at face
value by the Secretary through the facilities of
the Treasury of the United States.

(b) Distribution of federally donated foods

Distribution of commodities, with or without
the food stamp program, shall be made whenever
a request for concurrent or separate food pro-
gram operations, respectively, is made by a trib-
al organization. In the event of distribution on
all or part of an Indian reservation, the appro-
priate agency of the State government in the
area involved shall be responsible for such dis-
tribution, except that, if the Secretary deter-
mines that the tribal organization is capable of
effectively and efficiently administering such
distribution, then such tribal organizations
shall administer such distribution: Provided,
That the Secretary shall not approve any plan
for such distribution which permits any house-
hold on any Indian reservation to participate si-
multaneously in the food stamp program and
the distribution of federally donated foods. The
Secretary is authorized to pay such amounts for
administrative costs of such distribution on In-
dian reservations as the Secretary finds nec-
essary for effective administration of such dis-
tribution by a State agency or tribal organiza-
tion.

(¢) Regulations; transmittal of copy of regula-
tions to Congressional committees prior to
issuance

The Secretary shall issue such regulations
consistent with this chapter as the Secretary
deems necessary or appropriate for the effective
and efficient administration of the food stamp
program and shall promulgate all such regula-
tions in accordance with the procedures set
forth in section 553 of title 5. In addition, prior
to issuing any regulation, the Secretary shall
provide the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a copy of the regulation with a detailed
statement justifying it.

(Pub. L. 88-525, §4, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 704;
Pub. L. 91-671, §3, Jan. 11, 1971, 84 Stat. 2049;
Pub. L. 95-113, title XIII, §1301, Sept. 29, 1977, 91
Stat. 961; Pub. L. 99-198, title XV, §§1505(a), 1506,
Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1567.)
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AMENDMENTS

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99-198, §1505(a), inserted
‘“, except that a State may not participate in the food
stamp program if the Secretary determines that State
or local sales taxes are collected within that State on
purchases of food made with coupons issued under this
chapter” at end of first sentence.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99-198, §1506, struck out first sen-
tence which directed that in jurisdictions where the
food stamp program is in operation, there shall be no
distribution of federally donated foods to households
under the authority of any law, except that distribu-
tion may be made (1) on a temporary basis under pro-
grams authorized by law to meet disaster relief needs,
or (2) for the purpose of the commodity supplemental
food program, and struck out ‘‘also’ after ‘‘shall” in
second sentence.

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95-113 made establishment
of food stamp program subject to availability of funds
appropriated under section 2027 of this title.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95-113 inserted provisions relating
to requests by tribal organizations.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 95-113 inserted provisions relating
to transmittal of regulations and accompanying state-
ment of justification to Congressional committees.

1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-671 substituted ‘‘the
State agency’ and ‘‘the charge to be paid for such al-
lotment by eligible households’ for ‘‘an appropriate
State agency’ and ‘‘their normal expenditures for
food”’, respectively, and struck out ‘‘more nearly’ be-
fore ““to obtain”’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91-671 substituted ‘‘operation’ for
“‘effect””, ‘‘federally donated foods” for ‘‘federally
owned foods” where first appearing, and exception pro-
vision for distributions to households: during tem-
porary emergency situations, for period of time nec-
essary to effect transition to a food stamp program as
a replacement of distribution of federally donated
foods, or on request of the State agency without simul-
taneous participation in both the food stamp program
and distribution of federally donated foods for prior ex-
ception during emergency situations caused by a na-
tional or other disaster.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT

Section 1505(b) of Pub. L. 99-198 provided that:

‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the amend-
ment made by subsection (a) [amending this section]
shall take effect with respect to a State beginning on
the first day of the fiscal year that commences in the
calendar year during which the first regular session of
the legislature of such State is convened following the
date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 23, 1985].

‘“(2) Upon a showing by a State, to the satisfaction of
the Secretary, that the application of paragraph (1),
without regard to this paragraph, would have an ad-
verse and disruptive effect on the administration of the
food stamp program in such State or would provide in-
adequate time for retail stores to implement changes
in sales tax policy required as a result of the amend-
ment made by subsection (a) [amending this section],
the Secretary may delay the effective date of sub-
section (a) with respect to such State to a date not
later than October 1, 1987.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT

Section 1301 of Pub. L. 95-113 provided that the
amendment made by that section is effective Oct. 1,
1977.

§2014. Eligible households

(a) Income and other financial resources as sub-
stantial limiting factors in obtaining more
nutritious diet; recipients under Social Secu-
rity Act

Participation in the food stamp program shall
be limited to those households whose incomes
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and other financial resources, held singly or in
joint ownership, are determined to be a substan-
tial limiting factor in permitting them to obtain
a more nutritious diet. Notwithstanding any
other provisions of this chapter except sections
2015(b), 2015(d)(2), and 2015(g) of this title and
section 2012(i)(4) of this title, households in
which each member receives benefits under a
State program funded under part A of title IV of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.),
supplemental security income benefits under
title XVI of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C.
1381 et seq.], or aid to the aged, blind, or dis-
abled under title I, X, XIV, or XVI of the Social
Security Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq., 1201 et seq.,
1351 et seq., or 1381 et seq.], shall be eligible to
participate in the food stamp program. Except
for sections 2015, 2025(e)(1), and section 2012(i)(4)
of this title, households in which each member
receives benefits under a State or local general
assistance program that complies with stand-
ards established by the Secretary for ensuring
that the program is based on income criteria
comparable to or more restrictive than those
under subsection (c)(2) of this section, and not
limited to one-time emergency payments that
cannot be provided for more than one consecu-
tive month, shall be eligible to participate in
the food stamp program. Assistance under this
program shall be furnished to all eligible house-
holds who make application for such participa-
tion.
(b) Eligibility standards

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter,
the Secretary shall establish uniform national
standards of eligibility (other than the income
standards for Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and the
Virgin Islands of the United States established
in accordance with subsections (c) and (e) of this
section) for participation by households in the
food stamp program in accordance with the pro-
visions of this section. No plan of operation sub-
mitted by a State agency shall be approved un-
less the standards of eligibility meet those es-
tablished by the Secretary, and no State agency
shall impose any other standards of eligibility
as a condition for participating in the program.
(e) Gross income standard

The income standards of eligibility shall be
adjusted each October 1 and shall provide that a
household shall be ineligible to participate in
the food stamp program if—

(1) the household’s income (after the exclu-
sions and deductions provided for in sub-
sections (d) and (e) of this section) exceeds the
poverty line, as defined in section 673(2) of the
Community Services Block Grant Act (42
U.S.C. 9902(2)), for the forty-eight contiguous
States and the District of Columbia, Alaska,
Hawaii, the Virgin Islands of the United
States, and Guam, respectively; and

(2) in the case of a household that does not
include an elderly or disabled member, the
household’s income (after the exclusions pro-
vided for in subsection (d) of this section but
before the deductions provided for in sub-
section (e) of this section) exceeds such pov-
erty line by more than 30 per centum.

In no event shall the standards of eligibility for
the Virgin Islands of the United States or Guam
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exceed those
States.

(d) Income excluded in computing household in-
come

Household income for purposes of the food
stamp program shall include all income from
whatever source excluding only (1) any gain or
benefit which is not in the form of money pay-
able directly to a household (notwithstanding
its conversion in whole or in part to direct pay-
ments to households pursuant to any dem-
onstration project carried out or authorized
under Federal law including demonstration
projects created by the waiver of provisions of
Federal law), (2) any income in the certification
period which is received too infrequently or ir-
regularly to be reasonably anticipated, but not
in excess of $30 in a quarter, subject to modifica-
tion by the Secretary in light of subsection (f) of
this section, (3) all educational loans on which
payment is deferred, grants, scholarships, fel-
lowships, veterans’ educational benefits, and the
like (A) awarded to a household member en-
rolled at a recognized institution of post-second-
ary education, at a school for the handicapped,
in a vocational education program, or in a pro-
gram that provides for completion of a second-
ary school diploma or obtaining the equivalent
thereof, (B) to the extent that they do not ex-
ceed the amount used for or made available as
an allowance determined by such school, insti-
tution, program, or other grantor, for tuition
and mandatory fees (including the rental or pur-
chase of any equipment, materials, and supplies
related to the pursuit of the course of study in-
volved), books, supplies, transportation, and
other miscellaneous personal expenses (other
than living expenses), of the student incidental
to attending such school, institution, or pro-
gram, and (C) to the extent loans include any
origination fees and insurance premiums, (4) all
loans other than educational loans on which re-
payment is deferred, (5) reimbursements which
do not exceed expenses actually incurred and
which do not represent a gain or benefit to the
household and any allowance a State agency
provides no more frequently than annually to
families with children on the occasion of those
children’s entering or returning to school or
child care for the purpose of obtaining school
clothes (except that no such allowance shall be
excluded if the State agency reduces monthly
assistance under a State program funded under
part A of title IV of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) in the month for which the al-
lowance is provided): Provided, That no portion
of benefits provided under title IV-A of the So-
cial Security Act [42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.], to the
extent it is attributable to an adjustment for
work-related or child care expenses (except for
payments or reimbursements for such expenses
made under an employment, education, or train-
ing program initiated under such title after Sep-
tember 19, 1988), and no portion of any edu-
cational loan on which payment is deferred,
grant, scholarship, fellowship, veterans’ bene-
fits, and the like that are provided for living ex-
penses, shall be considered such reimbursement,
(6) moneys received and used for the care and
maintenance of a third-party beneficiary who is

in the forty-eight contiguous
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not a household member, and child support pay-
ments made by a household member to or for an
individual who is not a member of the household
if the household member is legally obligated to
make the payments, (7) income earned by a
child who is a member of the household, who is
an elementary or secondary school student, and
who is 17 years of age or younger, (8) moneys re-
ceived in the form of nonrecurring lump-sum
payments, including, but not limited to, income
tax refunds, rebates, or credits, cash donations
based on need that are received from one or
more private nonprofit charitable organizations,
but not in excess of $300 in the aggregate in a
quarter, retroactive lump-sum social security or
railroad retirement pension payments and retro-
active lump-sum insurance settlements: Pro-
vided, That such payments shall be counted as
resources, unless specifically excluded by other
laws, (9) the cost of producing self-employed in-
come, but household income that otherwise is
included under this subsection shall be reduced
by the extent that the cost of producing self-em-
ployment income exceeds the income derived
from self-employment as a farmer, (10) any in-
come that any other Federal law specifically ex-
cludes from consideration as income for pur-
poses of determining eligibility for the food
stamp program except as otherwise provided in
subsection (k) of this section, (11)(A) any pay-
ments or allowances made for the purpose of
providing energy assistance under any Federal
law (other than part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)), or (B) a 1-
time payment or allowance made under a Fed-
eral or State law for the costs of weatherization
or emergency repair or replacement of an unsafe
or inoperative furnace or other heating or cool-
ing device, (12) through September 30 of any fis-
cal year, any increase in income attributable to
a cost-of-living adjustment made on or after
July 1 of such fiscal year under title II or XVI
of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.,
1381 et seq.], section 3(a)(1) of the Railroad Re-
tirement Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231b(a)(1)), or sec-
tion 5312 of title 38, if the household was cer-
tified as eligible to participate in the food stamp
program or received an allotment in the month
immediately preceding the first month in which
the adjustment was effective, (13) any payment
made to the household under section 3507 of title
26 (relating to advance payment of earned in-
come credit), (14) any payment made to the
household under section 2015(d)(4)(I) of this title
for work related expenses or for dependent care,
(15) any amounts necessary for the fulfillment of
a plan for achieving self-support of a household
member as provided under subparagraph (A)(iii)
or (B)(iv) of section 1612(b)(4) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1382a(b)(4)), (16) at the option
of the State agency, any educational loans on
which payment is deferred, grants, scholarships,
fellowships, veterans’ educational benefits, and
the like (other than loans, grants, scholarships,
fellowships, veterans’ educational benefits, and
the like excluded under paragraph (3)), to the ex-
tent that they are required to be excluded under
title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1396 et seq.), (17) at the option of the State agen-
cy, any State complementary assistance pro-
gram payments that are excluded for the pur-
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pose of determining eligibility for medical as-
sistance under section 1931 of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396u-1), and (18) at the op-
tion of the State agency, any types of income
that the State agency does not consider when
determining eligibility for (A) cash assistance
under a program funded under part A of title IV
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)
or the amount of such assistance, or (B) medical
assistance under section 1931 of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 139%6u-1), except that this
paragraph does not authorize a State agency to
exclude wages or salaries, benefits under title I,
II, IV, X, XIV, or XVI of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 301 et seq. [, 401 et seq., 601 et seq.,
1201 et seq., 1351 et seq., 1381 et seq.]), regular
payments from a government source (such as
unemployment benefits and general assistance),
worker’s compensation, child support payments
made to a household member by an individual
who is legally obligated to make the payments,
or such other types of income the consideration
of which the Secretary determines by regulation
to be essential to equitable determinations of
eligibility and benefit levels.

(e) Deductions from income

(1) Standard deduction
(A) In general
(i) Deduction

The Secretary shall allow a standard de-
duction for each household in the 48 con-
tiguous States and the District of Colum-
bia, Alaska, Hawaii, and the Virgin Islands
of the United States in an amount that
is—

(I) equal to 8.31 percent of the income
standard of eligibility established under
subsection (c)(1) of this section; but

(IT) not more than 8.31 percent of the
income standard of eligibility estab-
lished under subsection (c¢)(1) of this sec-
tion for a household of 6 members.

(ii) Minimum amount

Notwithstanding clause (i), the standard
deduction for each household in the 48 con-
tiguous States and the District of Colum-
bia, Alaska, Hawaii, and the Virgin Islands
of the United States shall be not less than
$134, $229, $189, and $118, respectively.

(B) Guam
(i) In general

The Secretary shall allow a standard de-
duction for each household in Guam in an
amount that is—

(I) equal to 8.31 percent of twice the in-
come standard of eligibility established
under subsection (c)(1) of this section for
the 48 contiguous States and the District
of Columbia; but

(IT) not more than 8.31 percent of twice
the income standard of eligibility estab-
lished under subsection (c)(1) of this sec-
tion for the 48 contiguous States and the
District of Columbia for a household of 6
members.

(ii) Minimum amount

Notwithstanding clause (i), the standard
deduction for each household in Guam
shall be not less than $269.
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(2) Earned income deduction

(A) “Earned income” defined

In this paragraph, the term ‘‘earned in-
come’’ does not include—
(i) income excluded by subsection (d) of
this section; or
(ii) any portion of income earned under a
work supplementation or support program,
as defined under section 2025(b) of this
title, that is attributable to public assist-
ance.
(B) Deduction

Except as provided in subparagraph (C), a
household with earned income shall be al-
lowed a deduction of 20 percent of all earned
income to compensate for taxes, other man-
datory deductions from salary, and work ex-
penses.

(C) Exception

The deduction described in subparagraph
(B) shall not be allowed with respect to de-
termining an overissuance due to the failure
of a household to report earned income in a
timely manner.

(3) Dependent care deduction
(A) In general

A household shall be entitled, with respect
to expenses (other than excluded expenses
described in subparagraph (B)) for dependent
care, to a dependent care deduction, the
maximum allowable level of which shall be
$200 per month for each dependent child
under 2 years of age and $175 per month for
each other dependent, for the actual cost of
payments necessary for the care of a depend-
ent if the care enables a household member
to accept or continue employment, or train-
ing or education that is preparatory for em-
ployment.

(B) Excluded expenses

The excluded expenses referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) are—

(i) expenses paid on behalf of the house-
hold by a third party;

(ii) amounts made available and ex-
cluded, for the expenses referred to in sub-
paragraph (A), under subsection (d)(3) of
this section; and

(iii) expenses that are paid under section
2015(d)(4) of this title.

(4) Deduction for child support payments
(A) In general

In lieu of providing an exclusion for le-
gally obligated child support payments made
by a household member under subsection
(d)(6) of this section, a State agency may
elect to provide a deduction for the amount
of the payments.

(B) Order of determining deductions

A deduction under this paragraph shall be
determined before the computation of the
excess shelter expense deduction under para-
graph (6).

(5) Excess medical expense deduction
(A) In general

A household containing an elderly or dis-

abled member shall be entitled, with respect
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to expenses other than expenses paid on be-
half of the household by a third party, to an
excess medical expense deduction for the
portion of the actual costs of allowable med-
ical expenses, incurred by the elderly or dis-
abled member, exclusive of special diets,
that exceeds $35 per month.

(B) Method of claiming deduction
(i) In general

A State agency shall offer an eligible
household under subparagraph (A) a meth-
od of claiming a deduction for recurring
medical expenses that are initially verified
under the excess medical expense deduc-
tion in lieu of submitting information on,
or verification of, actual expenses on a
monthly basis.

(ii) Method

The method described in clause (i)
shall—

(I) be designed to minimize the burden
for the eligible elderly or disabled house-
hold member choosing to deduct the re-
current medical expenses of the member
pursuant to the method;

(IT) rely on reasonable estimates of the
expected medical expenses of the mem-
ber for the certification period (includ-
ing changes that can be reasonably an-
ticipated based on available information
about the medical condition of the mem-
ber, public or private medical insurance
coverage, and the current verified medi-
cal expenses incurred by the member);
and

(ITI) not require further reporting or
verification of a change in medical ex-
penses if such a change has been antici-
pated for the certification period.

(6) Excess shelter expense deduction

(A) In general

A household shall be entitled, with respect
to expenses other than expenses paid on be-
half of the household by a third party, to an
excess shelter expense deduction to the ex-
tent that the monthly amount expended by
a household for shelter exceeds an amount
equal to 50 percent of monthly household in-
come after all other applicable deductions
have been allowed.

(B) Maximum amount of deduction

In the case of a household that does not
contain an elderly or disabled individual, in
the 48 contiguous States and the District of
Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and the
Virgin Islands of the United States, the ex-
cess shelter expense deduction shall not ex-
ceed—

(i) for the period beginning on August 22,
1996, and ending on December 31, 1996, $247,
$429, $353, $300, and $182 per month, respec-
tively;

(ii) for the period beginning on January
1, 1997, and ending on September 30, 1998,
$250, $434, $357, $304, and $184 per month, re-
spectively;

(iii) for fiscal year 1999, $275, $478, $393,
$334, and $203 per month, respectively;
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(iv) for fiscal year 2000, $280, $483, $398,
$339, and $208 per month, respectively;

(v) for fiscal year 2001, $340, $543, $458,
$399, and $268 per month, respectively; and

(vi) for fiscal year 2002 and each subse-
quent fiscal year, the applicable amount
during the preceding fiscal year, as ad-
justed to reflect changes for the 12-month
period ending the preceding November 30
in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics of the Department of
Labor.

(C) Standard utility allowance
(1) In general

In computing the excess shelter expense
deduction, a State agency may use a
standard utility allowance in accordance
with regulations promulgated by the Sec-
retary, except that a State agency may
use an allowance that does not fluctuate
within a year to reflect seasonal vari-
ations.

(ii) Restrictions on heating and cooling ex-
penses

An allowance for a heating or cooling ex-
pense may not be used in the case of a
household that—

(I) does not incur a heating or cooling
expense, as the case may be;

(IT) does incur a heating or cooling ex-
pense but is located in a public housing
unit that has central utility meters and
charges households, with regard to the
expense, only for excess utility costs; or

(ITI) shares the expense with, and lives
with, another individual not participat-
ing in the food stamp program, another
household participating in the food
stamp program, or both, unless the al-
lowance is prorated between the house-
hold and the other individual, household,
or both.

(iii) Mandatory allowance
(I) In general

A State agency may make the use of a
standard utility allowance mandatory
for all households with qualifying utility
costs if—

(aa) the State agency has developed 1
or more standards that include the
cost of heating and cooling and 1 or
more standards that do not include the
cost of heating and cooling; and

(bb) the Secretary finds (without re-
gard to subclause (III)) that the stand-
ards will not result in an increased
cost to the Secretary.

(IT) Household election

A State agency that has not made the
use of a standard utility allowance man-
datory under subclause (I) shall allow a
household to switch, at the end of a cer-
tification period, between the standard
utility allowance and a deduction based
on the actual utility costs of the house-
hold.
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(III) Inapplicability of certain restric-
tions

Clauses (ii)(II) and (ii)(III) shall not
apply in the case of a State agency that
has made the use of a standard utility al-
lowance mandatory under subclause (I).

(iv) Availability of allowance to recipients
of energy assistance

(I) In general

Subject to subclause (II), if a State
agency elects to use a standard utility
allowance that reflects heating or cool-
ing costs, the standard utility allowance
shall be made available to households re-
ceiving a payment, or on behalf of which
a payment is made, under the Low-In-
come Home Energy Assistance Act of
1981 (42 U.S.C. 8621 et seq.) or other simi-
lar energy assistance program, if the
household still incurs out-of-pocket
heating or cooling expenses in excess of
any assistance paid on behalf of the
household to an energy provider.

(II) Separate allowance

A State agency may use a separate
standard utility allowance for house-
holds on behalf of which a payment de-
scribed in subclause (I) is made, but may
not be required to do so.

(III) States not electing to use separate
allowance

A State agency that does not elect to
use a separate allowance but makes a
single standard utility allowance avail-
able to households incurring heating or
cooling expenses (other than a household
described in subclause (I) or (IT) of clause
(ii)) may not be required to reduce the
allowance due to the provision (directly
or indirectly) of assistance under the
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8621 et seq.).

(IV) Proration of assistance

For the purpose of the food stamp pro-
gram, assistance provided under the
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8621 et seq.) shall be
considered to be prorated over the entire
heating or cooling season for which the
assistance was provided.

(D) Homeless households

(i) Alternative deduction

In lieu of the deduction provided under
subparagraph (A), a State agency may
elect to allow a household in which all
members are homeless individuals, but
that is not receiving free shelter through-
out the month, to receive a deduction of
$143 per month.

(ii) Ineligibility
The State agency may make a household
with extremely low shelter costs ineligible

for the alternative deduction under clause
@i).
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(f) Calculation of household income; prospective
or retrospective accounting basis; consist-
ency

(1)(A) Household income for those households
that, by contract for other than an hourly or
piecework basis or by self-employment, derive
their annual income in a period of time shorter
than one year shall be calculated by averaging
such income over a twelve-month period. Not-
withstanding the preceding sentence, household
income resulting from the self-employment of a
member in a farming operation, who derives in-
come from such farming operation and who has
irregular expenses to produce such income, may,
at the option of the household, be calculated by
averaging such income and expenses over a 12-
month period. Notwithstanding the first sen-
tence, if the averaged amount does not accu-
rately reflect the household’s actual monthly
circumstances because the household has experi-
enced a substantial increase or decrease in busi-
ness earnings, the State agency shall calculate
the self-employment income based on antici-
pated earnings.

(B) Household income for those households
that receive nonexcluded income of the type de-
scribed in subsection (d)(3) of this section shall
be calculated by averaging such income over the
period for which it is received.

(C) SIMPLIFIED DETERMINATION OF DEDUC-
TIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in clause
(ii), for the purposes of subsection (e) of this
section, a State agency may elect to disregard
until the next recertification of eligibility
under section 2020(e)(4) of this title 1 or more
types of changes in the circumstances of a
household that affect the amount of deduc-
tions the household may claim under sub-
section (e) of this section.

(ii) CHANGES THAT MAY NOT BE DIS-
REGARDED.—Under clause (i), a State agency
may not disregard—

(I) any reported change of residence; or
(IT) under standards prescribed by the Sec-
retary, any change in earned income.

(2)(A) Except as provided in subparagraphs (B),
(C), and (D), households shall have their incomes
calculated on a prospective basis, as provided in
paragraph (3)(A), or, at the option of the State
agency, on a retrospective basis, as provided in
paragraph (3)(B).

(B) In the case of the first month, or at the op-
tion of the State, the first and second months,
during a continuous period in which a household
is certified, the State agency shall determine
eligibility and the amount of benefits on the
basis of the household’s income and other rel-
evant circumstances in such first or second
month.

(C) Households specified in clauses (i), (ii), and
(iii) of section 2015(c)(1)(A) of this title shall
have their income calculated on a prospective
basis, as provided in paragraph (3)(A).

(D) Except as provided in subparagraph (B),
households required to submit monthly reports
of their income and household circumstances
under section 2015(c)(1) of this title shall have
their income calculated on a retrospective basis,
as provided in paragraph (3)(B).
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(3)(A) Calculation of household income on a
prospective basis is the calculation of income on
the basis of the income reasonably anticipated
to be received by the household during the pe-
riod for which eligibility or benefits are being
determined. Such calculation shall be made in
accordance with regulations prescribed by the
Secretary which shall provide for taking into
account both the income reasonably anticipated
to be received by the household during the pe-
riod for which eligibility or benefits are being
determined and the income received by the
household during the preceding thirty days.

(B) Calculation of household income on a ret-
rospective basis is the calculation of income for
the period for which eligibility or benefits are
being determined on the basis of income re-
ceived in a previous period. Such calculation
shall be made in accordance with regulations
prescribed by the Secretary which may provide
for the determination of eligibility on a prospec-
tive basis in some or all cases in which benefits
are calculated under this paragraph. Such regu-
lations shall provide for supplementing the ini-
tial allotments of newly applying households in
those cases in which the determination of in-
come under this paragraph causes serious hard-
ship.

(4) In promulgating regulations under this
subsection, the Secretary shall consult with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services in
order to assure that, to the extent feasible and
consistent with the purposes of this chapter and
the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.],
the income of households receiving benefits
under this chapter and title IV-A of the Social
Security Act [42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.] is calculated
on a comparable basis under this chapter and
the Social Security Act. The Secretary is au-
thorized, upon the request of a State agency, to
waive any of the provisions of this subsection
(except the provisions of paragraph (2)(A)) to the
extent necessary to permit the State agency to
calculate income for purposes of this chapter on
the same basis that income is calculated under
title IV-A of the Social Security Act in that
State.

(g) Allowable financial resources which eligible
household may own

(1) The Secretary shall prescribe the types and
allowable amounts of financial resources (liquid
and nonliquid assets) an eligible household may
own, and shall, in so doing, assure that a house-
hold otherwise eligible to participate in the food
stamp program will not be eligible to partici-
pate if its resources exceed $2,000, or, in the case
of a household which consists of or includes an
elderly or disabled member, if its resources ex-
ceed $3,000.

(2) INCLUDED ASSETS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the other provi-
sions of this paragraph, the Secretary shall, in
prescribing inclusions in, and exclusions from,
financial resources, follow the regulations in
force as of June 1, 1982 (other than those relat-
ing to licensed vehicles and inaccessible re-
sources).

(B) ADDITIONAL INCLUDED ASSETS.—The Sec-
retary shall include in financial resources—

(i) any boat, snowmobile, or airplane used
for recreational purposes;
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(ii) any vacation home;

(iii) any mobile home used primarily for
vacation purposes;

(iv) subject to subparagraphs (C) and (D),
any licensed vehicle that is used for house-
hold transportation or to obtain or continue
employment to the extent that the fair mar-
ket value of the vehicle exceeds $4,650; and

(v) any savings or retirement account (in-
cluding an individual account), regardless of
whether there is a penalty for early with-
drawal.

(C) EXCLUDED VEHICLES.—A vehicle (and any
other property, real or personal, to the extent
the property is directly related to the mainte-
nance or use of the vehicle) shall not be in-
cluded in financial resources under this para-
graph if the vehicle is—

(1) used to produce earned income;

(ii) necessary for the transportation of a
physically disabled household member; or

(iii) depended on by a household to carry
fuel for heating or water for home use and
provides the primary source of fuel or water,
respectively, for the household.

(D) ALTERNATIVE VEHICLE ALLOWANCE.—If the
vehicle allowance standards that a State agen-
cy uses to determine eligibility for assistance
under the State program funded under part A
of title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
601 et seq.) would result in a lower attribution
of resources to certain households than under
subparagraph (B)(iv), in lieu of applying sub-
paragraph (B)(iv), the State agency may elect
to apply the State vehicle allowance standards
to all households that would incur a lower at-
tribution of resources under the State vehicle
allowance standards.

(3) The Secretary shall exclude from financial
resources the value of a burial plot for each
member of a household and nonliquid resources
necessary to allow the household to carry out a
plan for self-sufficiency approved by the State
agency that constitutes adequate participation
in an employment and training program under
section 2015(d) of this title. The Secretary shall
also exclude from financial resources any earned
income tax credits received by any member of
the household for a period of 12 months from re-
ceipt if such member was participating in the
food stamp program at the time the credits were
received and participated in such program con-
tinuously during the 12-month period.

(4) In the case of farm property (including
land, equipment, and supplies) that is essential
to the self-employment of a household member
in a farming operation, the Secretary shall ex-
clude from financial resources the value of such
property until the expiration of the 1l-year pe-
riod beginning on the date such member ceases
to be self-employed in farming.

(5) The Secretary shall promulgate rules by
which State agencies shall develop standards for
identifying kinds of resources that, as a prac-
tical matter, the household is unlikely to be
able to sell for any significant return because
the household’s interest is relatively slight or
because the cost of selling the household’s inter-
est would be relatively great. Resources so iden-
tified shall be excluded as inaccessible re-
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sources. A resource shall be so identified if its
sale or other disposition is unlikely to produce
any significant amount of funds for the support
of the household. The Secretary shall not re-
quire the State agency to require verification of
the value of a resource to be excluded under this
paragraph unless the State agency determines
that the information provided by the household
is questionable.

(6) EXCLUSION OF TYPES OF FINANCIAL RE-
SOURCES NOT CONSIDERED UNDER CERTAIN OTHER
FEDERAL PROGRAMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), a State agency may, at the option of the
State agency, exclude from financial resources
under this subsection any types of financial
resources that the State agency does not con-
sider when determining eligibility for—

(i) cash assistance under a program funded
under part A of title IV of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.); or

(ii) medical assistance under section 1931
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1396u-1).

(B) LIMITATIONS.—Except to the extent that
any of the types of resources specified in
clauses (i) through (iv) are excluded under an-
other paragraph of this subsection, subpara-
graph (A) does not authorize a State agency to
exclude—

(i) cash;

(ii) licensed vehicles;

(iii) amounts in any account in a financial
institution that are readily available to the
household; or

(iv) any other similar type of resource the
inclusion in financial resources of which the
Secretary determines by regulation to be es-
sential to equitable determinations of eligi-
bility under the food stamp program.

(h) Temporary emergency standards of eligi-

bility; Food Stamp Disaster Task Force; di-

rect assistance to State and local officials

(1) The Secretary shall, after consultation
with the official empowered to exercise the au-
thority provided for by sections 5170a and 5192 of
title 42, establish temporary emergency stand-
ards of eligibility for the duration of the emer-
gency for households who are victims of a disas-
ter which disrupts commercial channels of food
distribution, if such households are in need of
temporary food assistance and if commercial
channels of food distribution have again become
available to meet the temporary food needs of
such households. Such standards as are pre-
scribed for individual emergencies may be pro-
mulgated without regard to section 2013(c) of
this title or the procedures set forth in section
553 of title 5.

(2) The Secretary shall—

(A) establish a Food Stamp Disaster Task
Force to assist States in implementing and op-
erating the disaster program and the regular
food stamp program in the disaster area; and

(B) if the Secretary, in the Secretary’s dis-
cretion, determines that it is cost-effective to
send members of the Task Force to the disas-
ter area, the Secretary shall send them to
such area as soon as possible after the disaster
occurs to provide direct assistance to State
and local officials.
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(3)(A) The Secretary shall provide, by regula-
tion, for emergency allotments to eligible
households to replace food destroyed in a disas-
ter. The regulations shall provide for replace-
ment of the value of food actually lost up to a
limit approved by the Secretary not greater
than the applicable maximum monthly allot-
ment for the household size.

(B) The Secretary shall adjust issuance meth-
ods and reporting and other application require-
ments to be consistent with what is practicable
under actual conditions in the affected area. In
making this adjustment, the Secretary shall
consider the availability of the State agency’s
offices and personnel, any conditions that make
reliance on electronic benefit transfer systems
described in section 2016(i) of this title imprac-
ticable, and any damage to or disruption of
transportation and communication facilities.

(i) Attribution of income and resources to spon-
sored aliens; coverage, computations, etc.

(1) For purposes of determining eligibility for
and the amount of benefits under this chapter
for an individual who is an alien as described in
section 2015(f)(2)(B) of this title, the income and
resources of any person who as a sponsor of such
individual’s entry into the United States exe-
cuted an affidavit of support or similar agree-
ment with respect to such individual, and the
income and resources of the sponsor’s spouse if
such spouse is living with the sponsor, shall be
deemed to be the income and resources of such
individual for a period of three years after the
individual’s entry into the United States. Any
such income deemed to be income of such indi-
vidual shall be treated as unearned income of
such individual.

(2)(A) The amount of income of a sponsor, and
the sponsor’s spouse if living with the sponsor,
which shall be deemed to be the unearned in-
come of an alien for any year shall be deter-
mined as follows:

(i) the total yearly rate of earned and un-
earned income of such sponsor, and such spon-
sor’s spouse if such spouse is living with the
sponsor, shall be determined for such year
under rules prescribed by the Secretary;

(ii) the amount determined under clause (i)
of this subparagraph shall be reduced by an
amount equal to the income eligibility stand-
ard as determined under subsection (c) of this
section for a household equal in size to the
sponsor, the sponsor’s spouse if living with the
sponsor, and any persons dependent upon or
receiving support from the sponsor or the
sponsor’s spouse if the spouse is living with
the sponsor; and

(iii) the monthly income attributed to such
alien shall be one-twelfth of the amount cal-
culated under clause (ii) of this subparagraph.

(B) The amount of resources of a sponsor, and
the sponsor’s spouse if living with the sponsor,
which shall be deemed to be the resources of an
alien for any year shall be determined as fol-
lows:

(i) the total amount of the resources of such
sponsor and such sponsor’s spouse if such
spouse is living with the sponsor shall be de-
termined under rules prescribed by the Sec-
retary;
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(ii) the amount determined under clause (i)
of this subparagraph shall be reduced by $1,500;
and

(iii) the resources determined under clause
(ii) of this subparagraph shall be deemed to be
resources of such alien in addition to any re-
sources of such alien.

(C)(i) Any individual who is an alien shall,
during the period of three years after entry into
the United States, in order to be an eligible indi-
vidual or eligible spouse for purposes of this
chapter, be required to provide to the State
agency such information and documentation
with respect to the alien’s sponsor and sponsor’s
spouse as may be necessary in order for the
State agency to make any determination re-
quired under this section, and to obtain any co-
operation from such sponsor necessary for any
such determination. Such alien shall also be re-
quired to provide such information and docu-
mentation which such alien or the sponsor pro-
vided in support of such alien’s immigration ap-
plication as the State agency may request.

(ii) The Secretary shall enter into agreements
with the Secretary of State and the Attorney
General whereby any information available to
such persons and required in order to make any
determination under this section will be pro-
vided by such persons to the Secretary, and
whereby such persons shall inform any sponsor
of an alien, at the time such sponsor executes an
affidavit of support or similar agreement, of the
requirements imposed by this section.

(D) Any sponsor of an alien, and such alien,
shall be jointly and severably liable for an
amount equal to any overpayment made to such
alien during the period of three years after such
alien’s entry into the United States, on account
of such sponsor’s failure to provide correct in-
formation under the provisions of this section,
except where such sponsor was without fault, or
where good cause for such failure existed. Any
such overpayment which is not repaid shall be
recovered in accordance with the provisions of
section 2022(b)(2)1 of this title.

(E) The provisions of this subsection shall not
apply with respect to any alien who is a member
of the sponsor’s household, as defined in section
2012(i) of this title, or to any alien who is under
18 years of age.

() Resource exemption for otherwise exempt
households

Notwithstanding subsections (a) through (i) of
this section, a State agency shall consider a
household member who receives supplemental
security income benefits under title XVI of the
Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.], aid
to the aged, blind, or disabled under title I, II, X,
XIV, or XVI of such Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq., 401
et seq., 1201 et seq., 1351 et seq., 1381 et seq.], or
who receives benefits under a State program
funded under part A of title IV of the Act (42
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) to have satisfied the resource
limitations prescribed under subsection (g) of
this section.

(k) Assistance to third parties included; edu-
cational benefits; exceptions

(1) For purposes of subsection (d)(1) of this sec-
tion, except as provided in paragraph (2), assist-

1See References in Text note below.
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ance provided to a third party on behalf of a
household by a State or local government shall
be considered money payable directly to the
household if the assistance is provided in lieu
of—

(A) a regular benefit payable to the house-
hold for living expenses under a State program
funded under part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.); or

(B) a benefit payable to the household for
housing expenses under—

(i) a State or local general assistance pro-
gram; or

(ii) another basic assistance program com-
parable to general assistance (as determined
by the Secretary).

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to—

(A) medical assistance;

(B) child care assistance;

(C) a payment or allowance described in sub-
section (d)(11) of this section;

(D) assistance provided by a State or local
housing authority;

(E) emergency assistance for migrant or sea-
sonal farmworker households during the pe-
riod such households are in the job stream;

(F) emergency and special assistance, to the
extent excluded in regulations prescribed by
the Secretary; or

(G) assistance provided to a third party on
behalf of a household under a State or local
general assistance program, or another local
basic assistance program comparable to gen-
eral assistance (as determined by the Sec-
retary), if, under State law, no assistance
under the program may be provided directly to
the household in the form of a cash payment.

(3) For purposes of subsection (d)(1) of this sec-
tion, educational loans on which payment is de-
ferred, grants, scholarships, fellowships, veter-
ans’ educational benefits, and the like that are
provided to a third party on behalf of a house-
hold for living expenses shall be treated as
money payable directly to the household.

(4) THIRD PARTY ENERGY ASSISTANCE PAY-
MENTS.—

(A) ENERGY ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS.—For pur-
poses of subsection (d)(1) of this section, a pay-
ment made under a State law (other than a
law referred to in paragraph (2)(H))! to provide
energy assistance to a household shall be con-
sidered money payable directly to the house-
hold.

(B) ENERGY ASSISTANCE EXPENSES.—For pur-
poses of subsection (e)(6) of this section, an ex-
pense paid on behalf of a household under a
State law to provide energy assistance shall be
considered an out-of-pocket expense incurred
and paid by the household.

(I) Earnings to participants of on-the-job training
programs; exception

Notwithstanding section 181(a)(2) of the Work-
force Investment Act of 1998 [29 U.S.C.
2931(a)(2)], earnings to individuals participating
in on-the-job training under title I of the Work-
force Investment Act of 1998 [29 U.S.C. 2801 et
seq.] shall be considered earned income for pur-
poses of the food stamp program, except for de-
pendents less than 19 years of age.
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(m) Simplified calculation of income for self-em-
ployed
(1) In general

Not later than 1 year after August 22, 1996,
the Secretary shall establish a procedure by
which a State may submit a method, designed
to not increase Federal costs, for the approval
of the Secretary, that the Secretary deter-
mines will produce a reasonable estimate of
income excluded under subsection (d)(9) of this
section in lieu of calculating the actual cost of
producing self-employment income.

(2) Inclusive of all types of income or limited
types of income

The method submitted by a State under
paragraph (1) may allow a State to estimate
income for all types of self-employment in-
come or may be limited to 1 or more types of
self-employment income.

(3) Differences for different types of income

The method submitted by a State under
paragraph (1) may differ for different types of
self-employment income.

(n) State options to simplify determination of
child support payments

Regardless of whether a State agency elects to
provide a deduction under subsection (e)(4) of
this section, the Secretary shall establish sim-
plified procedures to allow State agencies, at
the option of the State agencies, to determine
the amount of any legally obligated child sup-
port payments made, including procedures to
allow the State agency to rely on information
from the agency responsible for implementing
the program under part D of title IV of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 651 et seq.) concern-
ing payments made in prior months in lieu of
obtaining current information from the house-
holds.

(Pub. L. 88-525, §5, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. T704;
Pub. L. 91-671, §4, Jan. 11, 1971, 84 Stat. 2049;
Pub. L. 93-86, §3(d), (e), (g), (h), Aug. 10, 1973, 87
Stat. 246, 247; Pub. L. 95-113, title XIII, §1301,
Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 962; Pub. L. 96-58, §2, Aug.
14, 1979, 93 Stat. 390; Pub. L. 96-223, title III,
§313(c)(2), Apr. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 299; Pub. L. 96-249,
title I, §§102-108, 112, 136-138, May 26, 1980, 94
Stat. 357-359, 361, 369, 370; Pub. L. 97-35, title I,
§§104(a), 105-107, 115, 116(a)(1), title XXVI, §2611,
Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 358-361, 364, 902; Pub. L.
97-98, title XIII, §§1305-1309, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat.
1283, 1284; Pub. L. 97-253, title I, §§143(b), 145(c),
(d), 146-152(a), 153, 189(a), Sept. 8, 1982, 96 Stat.
773-776, 787; Pub. L. 98-204, §4, Dec. 2, 1983, 97
Stat. 1385; Pub. L. 99-198, title XV, §§1507(a)(1),
1508-1513(a), 1514, 1515, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat.
1567-1572; Pub. L. 99-500, §101(a) [title VI,
§638(a)], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783, 1783-34, and
Pub. L. 99-591, §101(a) [title VI, §638(a)], Oct. 30,
1986, 100 Stat. 3341, 3341-34; Pub. L. 100-77, title
VIII, §§803(a), 804(a), 805(a), 806(a), 807(a), July 22,
1987, 101 Stat. 534, 535; Pub. L. 100-232, §2(a), Jan.
5, 1988, 101 Stat. 1566; Pub. L. 100-387, title V,
§501(a), Aug. 11, 1988, 102 Stat. 960; Pub. L.
100435, title II, §§201, 202(a), title III, §§340-343,
351, title IV, §§402, 403, 404(f), Sept. 19, 1988, 102
Stat. 1655, 1656, 1663-1665, 1668; Pub. L. 100-707,
title I, §109(d), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4708; Pub.
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L. 101-624, title XVII, §§1714-1718(a), 1719-1722,
1726(b)(2), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3783-3787; Pub.
L. 102-40, title IV, §402(d)(2), May 7, 1991, 105
Stat. 239; Pub. L. 102-237, title IX, §§902-906,
941(2), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1884, 1885, 1892; Pub.
L. 102-265, §1(a), Mar. 26, 1992, 106 Stat. 90; Pub.
L. 102-367, title VII, §702(b), Sept. 7, 1992, 106
Stat. 1113; Pub. L. 103-66, title XIII,
§§13911-13915, 13921, 13922(a), 13923, 13924, Aug. 10,
1993, 107 Stat. 673-675; Pub. L. 103-225, title I,
§101(b)(2), Mar. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 107; Pub. L.
104-193, title I, §109(a), title VIII, §§806-809(a),
810-812, Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 2169, 2309, 2313,
2314; Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(f) [title VIII,
§405(d)(2)(A), (H)(2)(A)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat.
2681-337, 2681-418, 2681-429; Pub. L. 106-387, §1(a)
[title VIII, §§846(a), 847(a)], Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat.
1549, 1549A-65, 1549A-66; Pub. L. 107-171, title IV,
§§4101-4108(a), 4112(b)(2), 4401(b)(2)(C), May 13,
2002, 116 Stat. 305-309, 313, 333.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsecs. (a),
(@G, (A1), (12), (16), (18), (H®D, @)(2)(D), (B} A)D), (),
(k)(1)(A), and (n), is act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat.
620, as amended. Titles I, II, IV, X, XIV, XVI, and XIX
of the Social Security Act are classified generally to
subchapters I (§301 et seq.), IT (§401 et seq.), IV (§601 et
seq.), X (§1201 et seq.), XIV (§1351 et seq.), XVI (§1381 et
seq.), and XIX (§1396 et seq.), respectively, of chapter 7
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. Parts A and
D of title IV of the Act are classified generally to parts
A (§601 et seq.) and D (§651 et seq.) of subchapter IV of
chapter 7 of Title 42. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title 42 and Tables.

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981,
referred to in subsec. (e)(7)(C)(iv), is title XXVI of Pub.
L. 97-35, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 893, as amended, which
is classified generally to subchapter II (§8621 et seq.) of
chapter 94 of Title 42. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under
section 8621 of Title 42 and Tables.

Section 2022(b) of this title, referred to in subsec.
(i)(2)(D), was amended generally by Pub. L. 104-193,
title VIII, §844(a)(1), Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 2332, and, as
so amended, provisions formerly appearing in section
2022(b)(2) of this title now appear in section 2022(b)(1) of
this title.

Paragraph (2)(H), referred to in subsec. (K)(4)(A),
meaning par. (2)(H) of subsec. (k), was redesignated par.
(2)(G) by Pub. L. 104-193, title VIII, §811(2), Aug. 22, 1996,
110 Stat. 2314.

The Workforce Investment Act of 1998, referred to in
subsec. (1), is Pub. L. 105-220, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 936,
as amended. Title I of the Act is classified principally
to chapter 30 (§2801 et seq.) of Title 29, Labor. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note set out under section 9201 of Title 20, Edu-
cation, and Tables.

CODIFICATION
Pub. L. 99-591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99-500.
AMENDMENTS

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-171, §4112(b)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 2012(i)(4) of this title” for ‘‘the third
sentence of section 2012(i) of this title” in two places.

Subsec. (d)(6). Pub. L. 107-171, §4101(a), inserted at
end ‘‘and child support payments made by a household
member to or for an individual who is not a member of
the household if the household member is legally obli-
gated to make the payments,”’.

Subsec. (d)(16) to (18). Pub. L. 107-171, §4102, added
pars. (16) to (18).

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 107-171, §4103, added par. (1) and
struck out heading and text of former par. (1). Text
read as follows: ‘“The Secretary shall allow a standard
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deduction for each household in the 48 contiguous
States and the District of Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii,
Guam, and the Virgin Islands of the United States of
$134, $229, $189, $269, and $118, respectively.”

Subsec. (e)(4). Pub. L. 107-171, §4101(b)(1), added par.
(4) and struck out heading and text of former par. (4).
Text read as follows:

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A household shall be entitled to a
deduction for child support payments made by a house-
hold member to or for an individual who is not a mem-
ber of the household if the household member is legally
obligated to make the payments.

“(B) METHODS FOR DETERMINING AMOUNT.—The Sec-
retary may prescribe by regulation the methods, in-
cluding calculation on a retrospective basis, that a
State agency shall use to determine the amount of the
deduction for child support payments.”

Subsec. (e)(5), (6). Pub. L. 107-171, §4105(b)(1), redesig-
nated pars. (6) and (7) as (5) and (6), respectively, and
struck out heading and text of former par. (5). Text
read as follows: ‘“Under rules prescribed by the Sec-
retary, a State agency may develop a standard home-
less shelter allowance, which shall not exceed $143 per
month, for such expenses as may reasonably be ex-
pected to be incurred by households in which all mem-
bers are homeless individuals but are not receiving free
shelter throughout the month. A State agency that de-
velops the allowance may use the allowance in deter-
mining eligibility and allotments for the households.
The State agency may make a household with ex-
tremely low shelter costs ineligible for the allowance.”’

Subsec. (e)(7). Pub. L. 107-171, §4105(b)(1)(B), redesig-
nated par. (7) as (6). Former par. (6) redesignated (5).

Subsec. (e)(T)(C)(iii)(I)(bb). Pub. L. 107-171, §4104(1),

inserted ‘‘(without regard to subclause (III))”’ after
‘‘Secretary finds”.
Subsec. (e)(T)(C)(1i1)III). Pub. L. 107-171, §4104(2),

added subcl. (IIT).

Subsec. (e)(7T)(D). Pub. L. 107-171, §4105(a), added sub-
par. (D).

Subsec. (£)(1)(C). Pub. L. 107-171, §4106, added subpar.
(©).
Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 107-171, §4107(1), substituted
“‘an elderly or disabled member’’ for ‘‘a member who is
60 years of age or older”.

Subsec. (g)(6). Pub. L. 107-171, §4107(2), added par. (6).

Subsec. (h)(3)(B). Pub. L. 107-171, §4108(a), inserted
‘‘issuance methods and” after ‘‘Secretary shall adjust”
in first sentence and inserted ¢, any conditions that
make reliance on electronic benefit transfer systems
described in section 2016(i) of this title impracticable,”
after ‘‘personnel’ in second sentence.

Subsec. (1)(2)(E). Pub. L. 107-171, §4401(b)(2)(C), in-
serted ‘‘, or to any alien who is under 18 years of age’’
before period at end.

Subsec. (k)(4)(B). Pub. L. 107-171, §4105(b)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘subsection (e)(6) of this section” for ‘‘sub-
section (e)(7) of this section’.

Subsec. (n). Pub. L. 107-171, §4101(b)(2), added subsec.

(n).

2000—Subsec. (e)(T)(B)(iii) to (vi). Pub. L. 106-387,
§1(a) [title VIII, §846(a)], added cls. (iii) to (vi) and
struck out former cls. (iii) and (iv) which read as fol-
lows:

‘“(iii) for fiscal years 1999 and 2000, $275, $478, $393,
$334, and $203 per month, respectively; and

““(iv) for fiscal year 2001 and each subsequent fiscal
yvear, $300, $5621, $429, $364, and $221 per month, respec-
tively.”

Subsec. (2)(2)(B)(iv). Pub. L. 106-387, §1(a) [title VIII,
§847(a)(1)], substituted ‘‘subparagraphs (C) and (D)’ for
‘“‘subparagraph (C)” and ‘‘to the extent that the fair
market value of the vehicle exceeds $4,650; and” for ‘‘to
the extent that the fair market value of the vehicle ex-
ceeds $4,600 through September 30, 1996, and $4,650 be-
ginning October 1, 1996; and’’.

Subsec. (g)(2)(D). Pub. L. 106-387, §1(a) [title VIII,
§847(a)(2)], added subpar. (D).

1998—Subsec. (I). Pub. L. 105-277, §101(f) [title VIII,
§405(f)(2)(A)], substituted ‘‘Notwithstanding section
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181(a)(2) of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998, earn-
ings to individuals participating in on-the-job training
under title I of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998
for ‘“‘Notwithstanding section 1552(b) of title 29 or sec-
tion 181(a)(2) of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998,
earnings to individuals participating in on-the-job
training programs under section 1604(b)(1)(C) or
1644(c)(1)(A) of title 29 or in on-the-job training under
title I of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998,

Pub. L. 105-277, §101(f) [title VIII, §405(d)(2)(A)], sub-
stituted ‘‘Notwithstanding section 1552(b) of title 29 or
section 181(a)(2) of the Workforce Investment Act of
1998, earnings to individuals participating in on-the-job
training programs under section 1604(b)(1)(C) or
1644(c)(1)(A) of title 29 or in on-the-job training under
title I of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 for
“Notwithstanding section 1552(b) of title 29, earnings to
individuals participating in on-the-job training pro-
grams under section 1604(b)(1)(C) or section 1644(c)(1)(A)
of title 29”".

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-193, §109(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘program funded under part A of title IV of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)” for
“plan approved under part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104-193, §806, inserted heading and
substituted ‘‘Except as otherwise provided in this chap-
ter, the Secretary’ for ‘‘The Secretary’’.

Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 104-193, §109(a)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘assistance under a State program funded’ for
‘“‘assistance to families with dependent children’.

Subsec. (d)(7). Pub. L. 104-193, §807, substituted <17
for <“21”.

Subsec. (d)(11). Pub. L. 104-193, §808(a), added par. (11)
and struck out former par. (11) which read as follows:
“‘any payments or allowances made for the purpose of
providing energy assistance (A) under any Federal law,
or (B) under any State or local laws, designated by the
State or local legislative body authorizing such pay-
ments or allowances as energy assistance, and deter-
mined by the Secretary to be calculated as if provided
by the State or local government involved on a sea-
sonal basis for an aggregate period not to exceed six
months in any year even if such payments or allow-
ances (including tax credits) are not provided on a sea-
sonal basis because it would be administratively infea-
sible or impracticable to do so,”.

Subsec. (d)(13) to (16). Pub. L. 104-193, §109(a)(2)(B), re-
designated pars. (14) to (16) as (13) to (15), respectively,
and struck out former par. (13) which read as follows:
““at the option of a State agency and subject to sub-
section (m) of this section, child support payments that
are excluded under section 402(a)(8)(A)(vi) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 602(a)(8)(A)(vi)),”.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104-193, §809(a), added subsec. (e)
and struck out former subsec. (e) which provided for de-
ductions in computing household income for purposes
of determining eligibility and benefit levels for house-
holds containing an elderly or disabled member and de-
termining benefit levels only for all other households.

Subsec. (2)(2). Pub. L. 104-193, §810, added par. (2) and
struck out former par. (2) which read as follows: ‘‘The
Secretary shall, in prescribing inclusions in, and exclu-
sions from, financial resources, follow the regulations
in force as of June 1, 1982 (other than those relating to
licensed vehicles and inaccessible resources), and shall,
in addition, include in financial resources any boats,
snowmobiles, and airplanes used for recreational pur-
poses, any vacation homes, any mobile homes used pri-
marily for vacation purposes, any licensed vehicle
(other than one used to produce earned income or that
is necessary for transportation of a physically disabled
household member and any other property, real or per-
sonal, to the extent that it is directly related to the
maintenance or use of such vehicle) used for household
transportation or used to obtain or continue employ-
ment to the extent that the fair market value of any
such vehicle exceeds a level set by the Secretary, which
shall be $4,500 through August 31, 1994, $4,550 beginning
September 1, 1994, through September 30, 1995, $4,600 be-
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ginning October 1, 1995, through September 30, 1996, and
$5,000 beginning October 1, 1996, as adjusted on such
date and on each October 1 thereafter to reflect
changes in the new car component of the Consumer
Price Index for All Urban Consumers published by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics for the 12-month period end-
ing on June 30 preceding the date of such adjustment
and rounded to the nearest $50, and, regardless of
whether there is a penalty for early withdrawal, any
savings or retirement accounts (including individual
accounts). The Secretary shall exclude from financial
resources the value of a vehicle that a household de-
pends upon to carry fuel for heating or water for home
use when such transported fuel or water is the primary
source of fuel or water for the household.”

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 104-193, §109(a)(3), substituted
‘“‘program funded under part A of title IV of the Act (42
U.S.C. 601 et seq.)” for ‘‘plan approved under part A of
title IV of such Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)”.

Subsec. (k)(1). Pub. L. 104-193, §808(b)(1), in subpar.
(A), substituted ‘‘State program funded’” for ‘State
plan for aid to families with dependent children ap-
proved’” and in subpar. (B), struck out ‘‘, not including
energy or utility-cost assistance,” before ‘‘under’ in
introductory provisions.

Subsec. (k)(2)(C). Pub. L. 104-193, §808(b)(2), added
subpar. (C) and struck out former subpar. (C) which
read as follows: ‘‘energy assistance;”.

Subsec. (K)(2)(F) to (H). Pub. L. 104-193, §811, redesig-
nated subpars. (G) and (H) as (F) and (G), respectively,
and struck out former subpar. (F) which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘housing assistance payments made to a third
party on behalf of the household residing in transi-
tional housing for the homeless;” .

Subsec. (k)(4). Pub. L. 104-193, §808(b)(3), added par.
4.

Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 104-193, §812, added subsec. (m).

Pub. L. 104-193, §109(a)(4), struck out subsec. (m)
which read as follows: “If a State agency excludes pay-
ments from income for purposes of the food stamp pro-
gram under subsection (d)(13) of this section, such
State agency shall pay to the Federal Government, in
a manner prescribed by the Secretary, the cost of any
additional benefits provided to households in such
State that arise under such program as the result of
such exclusion.”

1994—Subsec. (£)(2)(C). Pub. L. 103-225 substituted
“‘clauses (i), (ii), and (iii)”’ for ‘‘clauses (i), (ii), (iii), and
iv)”.

1993—Subsec. (d)(7). Pub. L. 103-66, §13911, substituted
‘“‘who is an elementary or secondary school student,
and who is 21 years of age or younger’ for ‘‘who is a
student, and who has not attained his eighteenth birth-
day’’.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 103-66, §13922(a), in cl. (1) of
fourth sentence, substituted “$200 a month for each de-
pendent child under 2 years of age and $175 a month for
each other dependent’ for ‘“$160 a month for each de-
pendent’’, and struck out ‘‘, regardless of the depend-
ent’s age,” before ‘‘when such care enables a household
member to accept’.

Pub. L. 103-66, §13912(a)(1), in fourth sentence struck
out ‘‘: Provided, That the amount of such excess shelter
expense deduction shall not exceed $164 a month in the
forty-eight contiguous States and the District of Co-
lumbia, and shall not exceed, in Alaska, Hawaii, Guam,
and the Virgin Islands of the United States $285, $234,
$199, and $121 a month, respectively, adjusted on Octo-
ber 1, 1988, and on each October 1 thereafter, to the
nearest lower dollar increment to reflect changes in
the shelter, fuel, and utilities components of housing
costs in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Con-
sumers published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, as
appropriately adjusted by the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics after consultation with the Secretary, for the
twelve months ending the preceding June 30’ after ‘‘de-
ductions have been allowed’.

Pub. L. 103-66, §13912(b)(2), which directed amend-
ment of subsec. (e), as amended by section 13912(b)(1) of
Pub. L. 103-66, by striking out the fifth and sixth sen-
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tences, could not be executed in view of amendment by
Pub. L. 104-193. See 1996 Amendment note above and Ef-
fective Date of 1993 Amendment note below.

Pub. L. 103-66, §13912(b)(1), inserted new fifth and
sixth sentences: ‘‘In the 15-month period ending Sep-
tember 30, 1995, such excess shelter expense deduction
shall not exceed $231 a month in the 48 contiguous
States and the District of Columbia, and shall not ex-
ceed, in Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and the Virgin Islands
of the United States, $402, $330, $280, and $171 a month,
respectively. In the 15-month period ending December
31, 1996, such excess shelter expense deduction shall not
exceed $247 a month in the 48 contiguous States and the
District of Columbia, and shall not exceed, in Alaska,
Hawaii, Guam, and the Virgin Islands of the United
States, $429, $353, $300, and $182 a month, respectively.”

Pub. L. 103-66, §13912(a)(2), in seventh sentence struck
out ‘“‘under clause (2) of the preceding sentence’ after
‘“‘shelter expense deduction”.

Pub. L. 103-66, §13921, inserted at end: ‘‘Before deter-
mining the excess shelter expense deduction, all house-
holds shall be entitled to a deduction for child support
payments made by a household member to or for an in-
dividual who is not a member of the household if such
household member was legally obligated to make such
payments, except that the Secretary is authorized to
prescribe by regulation the methods, including calcula-
tion on a retrospective basis, that State agencies shall
use to determine the amount of the deduction for child
support payments.”’

Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 103-66, §13924, inserted at end:
“The Secretary shall exclude from financial resources
the value of a vehicle that a household depends upon to
carry fuel for heating or water for home use when such
transported fuel or water is the primary source of fuel
or water for the household.”

Pub. L. 103-66, §13923, substituted ‘‘a level set by the
Secretary, which shall be $4,500 through August 31, 1994,
$4,550 beginning September 1, 1994, through September
30, 1995, $4,600 beginning October 1, 1995, through Sep-
tember 30, 1996, and $5,000 beginning October 1, 1996, as
adjusted on such date and on each October 1 thereafter
to reflect changes in the new car component of the Con-
sumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers published
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics for the 12-month pe-
riod ending on June 30 preceding the date of such ad-
justment and rounded to the nearest $50”° for ‘‘$4,500°.

Subsec. (g)(3). Pub. L. 103-66, §13913, inserted at end:
“The Secretary shall also exclude from financial re-
sources any earned income tax credits received by any
member of the household for a period of 12 months from
receipt if such member was participating in the food
stamp program at the time the credits were received
and participated in such program continuously during
the 12-month period.”

Subsec. (k)(1)(B). Pub. L. 103-66, §13915, substituted
““housing expenses, not including energy or utility-cost
assistance,” for ‘‘living expenses’’.

Subsec. (k)(2)(F). Pub. L. 103-66, §13914, amended sub-
par. (F) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (F)
read as follows: ‘‘housing assistance payments made to
a third party on behalf of a household residing in tran-
sitional housing for the homeless in an amount equal
to 50 percent of the maximum shelter allowance pro-
vided to families not residing in such transitional hous-
ing under the States’ plan for aid to families with de-
pendent children approved under part A of title IV of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.), if the
State agency calculates a shelter allowance to be paid
under the State plan separate and apart from payments
for other household needs even though it may be paid
in combination with other allowances in some cases;’’.

1992—Subsec. (d)(16). Pub. L. 102-265 substituted ‘‘sub-
paragraph (A)(iii) or (B)(iv) of section 1612(b)(4) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1382a(b)(4))” for ‘‘section
1612(b)(4)(B)(iv) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1382a(b)(4)(B)(iv))”’.

Subsec. (I). Pub. L. 102-367 substituted ‘‘section
1604(b)(1)(C) or section 1644(c)(1)(A) of title 29" for ‘‘sec-
tion 1604(5) of title 29”.
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1991—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-237, §902, substituted
‘“‘based on income criteria comparable to or more re-
strictive than those under subsection (c)(2) of this sec-
tion, and not limited to one-time emergency payments
that cannot be provided for more than one consecutive
month,” for ‘“‘appropriate for categorical treatment’’.

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 102-237, §941(2)(A), made tech-
nical amendment to reference to subsection (f) of this
section involving corresponding provision of original
act.

Subsec. (d)(3)(A). Pub. L. 102-237, §903(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘“‘awarded to a household member enrolled” for
‘“‘to the extent that they are used for tuition and man-
datory school fees (including the rental or purchase of
any equipment, materials, and supplies required to pur-
sue the course of study involved)”.

Subsec. (d)(3)(B). Pub. L. 102-237, §903(1)(B), inserted
‘““used for or” after ‘“‘amount’” and substituted ‘‘pro-
gram, or other grantor, for tuition and mandatory fees
(including the rental or purchase of any equipment,
materials, and supplies related to the pursuit of the
course of study involved),” for ‘‘or program for’’.

Subsec. (d)(12). Pub. L. 10240 substituted ‘‘section
5312 of title 38> for ‘‘section 3112 of title 38’.

Subsec. (d)(16). Pub. L. 102-237, §903(2), (3), added par.
(16).

Subsec. (2)(5). Pub. L. 102-237, §904, inserted at end ‘A
resource shall be so identified if its sale or other dis-
position is unlikely to produce any significant amount
of funds for the support of the household. The Sec-
retary shall not require the State agency to require
verification of the value of a resource to be excluded
under this paragraph unless the State agency deter-
mines that the information provided by the household
is questionable.”’

Subsec. (h)(1). Pub. L. 102-237, §941(2)(B), made tech-
nical amendment to references to sections 5170a and
5192 of title 42 to reflect change in reference to cor-
responding provision of original act.

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 102-237, §905, amended subsec. (j)
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (j) read as fol-
lows: ‘“Notwithstanding subsections (a) through (i) of
this section, a State agency may consider the resources
of a household member who receives supplemental se-
curity income benefits under title XVI of the Social Se-
curity Act, aid to the aged, blind, or disabled under
title I, X, XIV, or XVI of the Social Security Act or
who receives benefits under a State plan approved
under part A of title IV of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and whose income does not exceed
the applicable income standard of eligibility described
in subsection (c)(2) of this section to be exempt for pur-
poses of satisfying the resource limitations prescribed
under subsection (g) of this section if the resources are
considered exempt for purposes of such title.”

Subsec. (k)(2)(E). Pub. L. 102-237, §941(2)(C), realigned
the margin.

Subsec. (K)(2)(F). Pub. L. 102-237, §906, inserted before
semicolon at end ‘‘, if the State agency calculates a
shelter allowance to be paid under the State plan sepa-
rate and apart from payments for other household
needs even though it may be paid in combination with
other allowances in some cases’’.

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101-624, §1714(2), inserted
after second sentence ‘‘Except for sections 2015,
2025(e)(1), and the third sentence of section 2012(i) of
this title, households in which each member receives
benefits under a State or local general assistance pro-
gram that complies with standards established by the
Secretary for ensuring that the program is appropriate
for categorical treatment shall be eligible to partici-
pate in the food stamp program.”’

Pub. L. 101-624, §1714(1), struck out ‘‘and beginning on
December 23, 1985, before ‘‘households in which each
member receives’.

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 101-624, §1715(a)(1), inserted
““(A)” after ‘‘the like” and substituted ‘‘(including the
rental or purchase of any equipment, materials, and
supplies required to pursue the course of study in-
volved) at a recognized institution of post-secondary
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education, at a school for the handicapped, in a voca-
tional education program, or in a program that pro-
vides for completion of a secondary school diploma or
obtaining the equivalent thereof, (B) to the extent that
they do not exceed the amount made available as an al-
lowance determined by such school, institution, or pro-
gram for books, supplies, transportation, and other
miscellaneous personal expenses (other than living ex-
penses), of the student incidental to attending such
school, institution, or program, and (C)”’ for ‘‘at an in-
stitution of post-secondary education or school for the
handicapped, and”’.

Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 101-624, §1716, inserted ‘‘and
any allowance a State agency provides no more fre-
quently than annually to families with children on the
occasion of those children’s entering or returning to
school or child care for the purpose of obtaining school
clothes (except that no such allowance shall be ex-
cluded if the State agency reduces monthly assistance
to families with dependent children under part A of
title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)
in the month for which the allowance is provided)”
after “‘household’.

Pub. L. 101-624, §1715(a)(2), inserted ‘‘and’” after
€“1988),”’, struck out ‘‘non-Federal” after ‘‘no portion of
any’’, and struck out ‘‘and no portion of any Federal
educational loan on which payment is deferred, grant,
scholarship, fellowship, veterans’ benefits, and the like
to the extent it provides income assistance beyond that
used for tuition and mandatory school fees,” before
‘‘shall be considered such reimbursement’’.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 101-624, §1717, inserted before pe-
riod at end of last sentence ¢, shall rely on reasonable
estimates of the member’s expected medical expenses
for the certification period (including changes that can
be reasonably anticipated based on available informa-
tion about the member’s medical condition, public or
private medical insurance coverage, and the current
verified medical expenses incurred by the member), and
shall not require further reporting or verification of a
change in medical expenses if such a change has been
anticipated for the certification period”.

Pub. L. 101-624, §1715(b), inserted ‘‘, amounts made
available and excluded for the expenses under sub-
section (d)(3) of this section,” after ‘‘third party’ in
fourth sentence.

Subsec. (f)(2). Pub. L. 101-624, §1718(a), amended par.
(2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as fol-
lows:

‘“(A) Households not required to submit monthly re-
ports of their income and household circumstances
under section 2015(c)(1) of this title shall have their in-
come calculated on a prospective basis, as provided in
paragraph (3)(A).

‘(B) Households required to submit monthly reports
of their income and household circumstances under
section 2015(c)(1) of this title shall have their income
calculated on a retrospective basis, as provided in para-
graph (3)(B), except that in the case of the first month,
or at the option of the State the first and second
months, in a continuous period in which a household is
certified, the State agency shall determine the amount
of benefits on the basis of the household’s income and
other relevant circumstances in such first or second
month.”

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 101-624, §1726(b)(2), inserted before
period at end of par. (3) ‘‘and nonliquid resources nec-
essary to allow the household to carry out a plan for
self-sufficiency approved by the State agency that con-
stitutes adequate participation in an employment and
training program under section 2015(d) of this title’’.

Pub. L. 101-624, §1719(1), designated first through
fourth sentences as pars. (1) to (4), respectively, and
added par. (5).

Subsec. (h)(3). Pub. L. 101-624, §1720, added par. (3).

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 101-624, §1719(2), substituted ‘‘the
resources of a household member who receives supple-
mental security income benefits under title XVI of the
Social Security Act, aid to the aged, blind, or disabled
under title I, X, XIV, or XVI of the Social Security Act
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or who receives’ for ‘‘a household in which all members
of the household receive’” and ‘‘be exempt for purposes
of satisfying the resource limitations prescribed under
subsection (g) of this section if the resources are con-
sidered exempt for purposes of such title’” for ‘‘have
satisfied the resource limitations prescribed under sub-
section (g) of this section’.

Subsec. (k)(2)(F). Pub. L. 101-624, §1721, added subpar.
(F) and struck out former subpar. (F') which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘housing assistance payments made to a third
party on behalf of a household residing in temporary
housing if the temporary housing unit provided for the
household as a result of such assistance payments lacks
facilities for the preparation and cooking of hot meals
or the refrigerated storage of food for home consump-
tion; or’.

Subsec. (K)(2)(H). Pub. L. 101-624, §1722, added subpar.
(H).
1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100-435, §201, struck out
“‘during the period” before ‘‘beginning on December 23,
1985 and ‘‘and ending on September 30, 1989 after ‘‘be-
ginning on December 23, 1985,”.

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 100-435, §340(2), inserted ‘‘(not-
withstanding its conversion in whole or in part to di-
rect payments to households pursuant to any dem-
onstration project carried out or authorized under Fed-
eral law including demonstration projects created by
the waiver of provisions of Federal law)”’ after ‘“‘to a
household”.

Pub. L. 100435, §340(1), which directed that ‘‘and ex-
cept as provided in subsection (k),” be struck out was
executed by striking out ‘‘except as provided in sub-
section (k),” as the probable intent of Congress.

Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 100-435, §404(f), inserted ‘‘(ex-
cept for payments or reimbursements for such expenses
made under an employment, education, or training pro-
gram initiated under such title after September 19,
1988)’ after ‘‘child care expenses’.

Subsec. (d)(8). Pub. L. 100-232 inserted ‘‘cash dona-
tions based on need that are received from one or more
private nonprofit charitable organizations, but not in
excess of $300 in the aggregate in a quarter,” after ‘“‘or
credits,”’.

Subsec. (d)(11). Pub. L. 100-435, §343, substituted ‘‘al-
lowances made for the purpose of providing energy as-
sistance (A) under any Federal law, or (B) under any
State or local laws, designated’” for ‘‘allowances made
under (A) any Federal law for the purpose of providing
energy assistance, or (B) any State or local laws for the
purpose of providing energy assistance, designated’’.

Subsec. (d)(14). Pub. L. 100435, §402, added cl. (14).

Subsec. (d)(15). Pub. L. 100-435,