
Page 7 TITLE 4—FLAGANDSEAL,SEATOFGOVERNMENT,ANDTHESTATES § 8 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

7 ................ 36:175. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 3, 56 
Stat. 378; Dec. 22, 1942, ch. 
806, § 3, 56 Stat. 1075; July 
9, 1953, ch. 183, 67 Stat. 142; 
July 7, 1976, Pub. L. 94–344, 
(6)–(11), 90 Stat. 811; Sept. 
13, 1994, Pub. L. 103–322, 
title XXXII, § 320922(b), 108 
Stat. 2131. 

PROC. NO. 3044. DISPLAY OF FLAG AT HALF-STAFF UPON 
DEATH OF CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND FORMER OFFICIALS 

Proc. No. 3044, Mar. 1, 1954, 19 F.R. 1235, as amended 
by Proc. No. 3948, Dec. 12, 1969, 34 F.R. 19699, provided: 

WHEREAS it is appropriate that the flag of the 
United States of America be flown at half-staff on Fed-
eral buildings, grounds, and facilities upon the death of 
principal officials and former officials of the Govern-
ment of the United States and the Governors of the 
States, Territories, and possessions of the United 
States as a mark of respect to their memory; and 

WHEREAS it is desirable that rules be prescribed for 
the uniform observance of this mark of respect by all 
executive departments and agencies of the Govern-
ment, and as a guide to the people of the Nation gen-
erally on such occasions: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, 
President of the United States of America and Com-
mander in Chief of the armed forces of the United 
States, do hereby prescribe and proclaim the following 
rules with respect to the display of the flag of the 
United States of America at half-staff upon the death 
of the officials hereinafter designated: 

1. The flag of the United States shall be flown at half- 
staff on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels of the 
Federal Government in the District of Columbia and 
throughout the United States and its Territories and 
possessions for the period indicated upon the death of 
any of the following-designated officials or former offi-
cials of the United States: 

(a) The President or a former President: for thirty 
days from the day of death. 

The flag shall also be flown at half-staff for such pe-
riod at all United States embassies, legations, and 
other facilities abroad, including all military facilities 
and naval vessels and stations. 

(b) The Vice President, the Chief Justice or a retired 
Chief Justice of the United States, or the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives: for ten days from the day 
of death. 

(c) An Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, a 
member of the Cabinet, a former Vice President, the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, the Majority 
Leader of the Senate, the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, the Majority Leader of the House of Representa-
tives, or the Minority Leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives: from the day of death until interment. 

2. The flag of the United States shall be flown at half- 
staff on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels of the 
Federal Government in the metropolitan area of the 
District of Columbia on the day of death and on the fol-
lowing day upon the death of a United States Senator, 
Representative, Territorial Delegate, or the Resident 
Commissioner from the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
and it shall also be flown at half-staff on all buildings, 
grounds, and naval vessels of the Federal Government 
in the State, Congressional District, Territory, or Com-
monwealth of such Senator, Representative, Delegate, 
or Commissioner, respectively, from the day of death 
until interment. 

3. The flag of the United States shall be flown at half- 
staff on all buildings and grounds of the Federal Gov-
ernment in a State, Territory, or possession of the 
United States upon the death of the Governor of such 
State, Territory, or possession from the day of death 
until interment. 

4. In the event of the death of other officials, former 
officials, or foreign dignitaries, the flag of the United 

States shall be displayed at half-staff in accordance 
with such orders or instructions as may be issued by or 
at the direction of the President, or in accordance with 
recognized customs or practices not inconsistent with 
law. 

5. The heads of the several departments and agencies 
of the Government may direct that the flag of the 
United States be flown at half-staff on buildings, 
grounds, or naval vessels under their jurisdiction on oc-
casions other than those specified herein which they 
consider proper, and that suitable military honors be 
rendered as appropriate. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the Seal of the United States of Amer-
ica to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this 1st day of 
March in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and fifty-four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and 
seventy-eighth. 

[SEAL] 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER. 

§ 8. Respect for flag 
No disrespect should be shown to the flag of 

the United States of America; the flag should 
not be dipped to any person or thing. Regi-
mental colors, State flags, and organization or 
institutional flags are to be dipped as a mark of 
honor. 

(a) The flag should never be displayed with the 
union down, except as a signal of dire distress in 
instances of extreme danger to life or property. 

(b) The flag should never touch anything be-
neath it, such as the ground, the floor, water, or 
merchandise. 

(c) The flag should never be carried flat or 
horizontally, but always aloft and free. 

(d) The flag should never be used as wearing 
apparel, bedding, or drapery. It should never be 
festooned, drawn back, nor up, in folds, but al-
ways allowed to fall free. Bunting of blue, white, 
and red, always arranged with the blue above, 
the white in the middle, and the red below, 
should be used for covering a speaker’s desk, 
draping the front of the platform, and for deco-
ration in general. 

(e) The flag should never be fastened, dis-
played, used, or stored in such a manner as to 
permit it to be easily torn, soiled, or damaged in 
any way. 

(f) The flag should never be used as a covering 
for a ceiling. 

(g) The flag should never have placed upon it, 
nor on any part of it, nor attached to it any 
mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, design, pic-
ture, or drawing of any nature. 

(h) The flag should never be used as a recep-
tacle for receiving, holding, carrying, or deliv-
ering anything. 

(i) The flag should never be used for adver-
tising purposes in any manner whatsoever. It 
should not be embroidered on such articles as 
cushions or handkerchiefs and the like, printed 
or otherwise impressed on paper napkins or 
boxes or anything that is designed for tem-
porary use and discard. Advertising signs should 
not be fastened to a staff or halyard from which 
the flag is flown. 

(j) No part of the flag should ever be used as 
a costume or athletic uniform. However, a flag 
patch may be affixed to the uniform of military 
personnel, firemen, policemen, and members of 
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patriotic organizations. The flag represents a 
living country and is itself considered a living 
thing. Therefore, the lapel flag pin being a rep-
lica, should be worn on the left lapel near the 
heart. 

(k) The flag, when it is in such condition that 
it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, 
should be destroyed in a dignified way, pref-
erably by burning. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–225, § 2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1497.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8 ................ 36:176. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 4, 56 
Stat. 379; Dec. 22, 1942, ch. 
806, § 4, 56 Stat. 1076; July 
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94–344, 
(12)–(16), 90 Stat. 812. 

§ 9. Conduct during hoisting, lowering or passing 
of flag 

During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering 
the flag or when the flag is passing in a parade 
or in review, all persons present except those in 
uniform should face the flag and stand at atten-
tion with the right hand over the heart. Those 
present in uniform should render the military 
salute. When not in uniform, men should remove 
their headdress with their right hand and hold it 
at the left shoulder, the hand being over the 
heart. Aliens should stand at attention. The sa-
lute to the flag in a moving column should be 
rendered at the moment the flag passes. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–225, § 2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1498.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

9 ................ 36:177. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 5, 56 
Stat. 380; Dec. 22, 1942, ch. 
806, § 5, 56 Stat. 1077; July 
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94–344, (17), 
90 Stat. 812. 

§ 10. Modification of rules and customs by Presi-
dent 

Any rule or custom pertaining to the display 
of the flag of the United States of America, set 
forth herein, may be altered, modified, or re-
pealed, or additional rules with respect thereto 
may be prescribed, by the Commander in Chief 
of the Armed Forces of the United States, when-
ever he deems it to be appropriate or desirable; 
and any such alteration or additional rule shall 
be set forth in a proclamation. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–225, § 2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1498.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

10 ............... 36:178. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, § 8, 56 
Stat. 380; Dec. 22, 1942, ch. 
806, § 8, 56 Stat. 1077; July 
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94–344, (20), 
90 Stat. 813. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Herein, referred to in text, means sections 4 to 10 of 
this title. 

PROC. NO. 2605. THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES 

Proc. No. 2605, Feb. 18, 1944, 9 F.R. 1957, 58 Stat. 1126, 
provided: 

The flag of the United States of America is univer-
sally representative of the principles of the justice, lib-
erty, and democracy enjoyed by the people of the 
United States; and 

People all over the world recognize the flag of the 
United States as symbolic of the United States; and 

The effective prosecution of the war requires a proper 
understanding by the people of other countries of the 
material assistance being given by the Government of 
the United States: 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the power vested in 
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
particularly by the Joint Resolution approved June 22, 
1942, as amended by the Joint Resolution approved De-
cember 22, 1942 [now sections 4 to 10 of this title], as 
President and Commander in Chief, it is hereby pro-
claimed as follows: 

1. The use of the flag of the United States or any rep-
resentation thereof, if approved by the Foreign Eco-
nomic Administration, on labels, packages, cartons, 
cases, or other containers for articles or products of the 
United States intended for export as lend-lease aid, as 
relief and rehabilitation aid, or as emergency supplies 
for the Territories and possessions of the United 
States, or similar purposes, shall be considered a proper 
use of the flag of the United States and consistent with 
the honor and respect due to the flag. 

2. If any article or product so labelled, packaged or 
otherwise bearing the flag of the United States or any 
representation thereof, as provided for in section 1, 
should, by force of circumstances, be diverted to the or-
dinary channels of domestic trade, no person shall be 
considered as violating the rules and customs per-
taining to the display of the flag of the United States, 
as set forth in the Joint Resolution approved June 22, 
1942, as amended by the Joint Resolution approved De-
cember 22, 1942 (U.S.C., Supp. II, title 36, secs. 171–178) 
[now sections 4 to 10 of this title] for possessing, trans-
porting, displaying, selling or otherwise transferring 
any such article or product solely because the label, 
package, carton, case, or other container bears the flag 
of the United States or any representation thereof. 

CHAPTER 2—THE SEAL 

Sec. 
41. Seal of the United States. 
42. Same; custody and use of. 

§ 41. Seal of the United States 

The seal heretofore used by the United States 
in Congress assembled is declared to be the seal 
of the United States. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 389, 61 Stat. 643.) 

§ 42. Same; custody and use of 

The Secretary of State shall have the custody 
and charge of such seal. Except as provided by 
section 2902(a) of title 5, the seal shall not be af-
fixed to any instrument without the special war-
rant of the President therefor. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 389, 61 Stat. 643; Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 2(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 608.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1966—Pub. L. 89–554 struck out provisions which re-
quired the Secretary of State to make out and record, 
and to affix the seal to, all civil commissions for offi-


