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(1) embedded in submerged lands of a State; 
(2) embedded in coralline formations pro-

tected by a State on submerged lands of a 
State; or 

(3) on submerged lands of a State and is in-
cluded in or determined eligible for inclusion 
in the National Register. 

(b) Notice of shipwreck location; eligibility deter-
mination for inclusion in National Register 
of Historic Places 

The public shall be given adequate notice of 
the location of any shipwreck to which title is 
asserted under this section. The Secretary of the 
Interior, after consultation with the appropriate 
State Historic Preservation Officer, shall make 
a written determination that an abandoned ship-
wreck meets the criteria for eligibility for inclu-
sion in the National Register of Historic Places 
under clause (a)(3) of this section. 

(c) Transfer of title to States 

The title of the United States to any aban-
doned shipwreck asserted under subsection (a) of 
this section is transferred to the State in or on 
whose submerged lands the shipwreck is located. 

(d) Exception 

Any abandoned shipwreck in or on the public 
lands of the United States is the property of the 
United States Government. Any abandoned ship-
wreck in or on any Indian lands is the property 
of the Indian tribe owning such lands. 

(e) Reservation of rights 

This section does not affect any right reserved 
by the United States or by any State (including 
any right reserved with respect to Indian lands) 
under—

(1) section 1311, 1313, or 1314 of this title; or 
(2) section 414 or 415 of title 33. 

(Pub. L. 100–298, § 6, Apr. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 433.) 

§ 2106. Relationship to other laws 

(a) Law of salvage and law of finds 

The law of salvage and the law of finds shall 
not apply to abandoned shipwrecks to which sec-
tion 2105 of this title applies. 

(b) Laws of United States 

This chapter shall not change the laws of the 
United States relating to shipwrecks, other than 
those to which this chapter applies. 

(c) Effective date 

This chapter shall not affect any legal pro-
ceeding brought prior to April 28, 1988. 

(Pub. L. 100–298, § 7, Apr. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 434.)
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§ 2201. Definitions 

As used in this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of the Interior. 
(2) The term ‘‘Federal Reclamation laws’’ 

means the Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388) 
and Acts supplementary thereto and amend-
atory thereof. 

(3) The term ‘‘Federal Reclamation project’’ 
means any project constructed or funded 
under Federal Reclamation law. Such term in-
cludes projects having approved loans under 
the Small Reclamation Projects Act of 1956 (70 
Stat. 1044) [43 U.S.C. 422a et seq.]. 

(Pub. L. 102–250, § 2, Mar. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 53.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388) and Acts supple-
mentary thereto and amendatory thereof, referred to in 
par. (2), is act June 17, 1902, ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388, as 
amended, popularly known as the Reclamation Act, 
which is classified generally to chapter 12 (§ 371 et seq.) 


