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nology’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion’’. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, § 105(1), amended section catch-
line generally, substituting ‘‘Director of Defense Re-
search and Engineering’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of De-
fense for Policy; Director of Defense Research and En-
gineering: appointments; powers and duties; prece-
dence’’. 

Pub. L. 99–348, § 501(e)(1), substituted ‘‘Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Policy; Director of Defense Re-
search and Engineering: appointments’’ for ‘‘Under Sec-
retaries of Defense: appointment’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–433, § 105(1), substituted a new 
subsec. (a) for former provisions establishing the posi-
tions of Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and Di-
rector of Defense for Research and Engineering to be 
appointed from civilian life by the President with the 
advice and consent of the Senate and prohibiting the 
appointment as Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 
of a person within ten years after relief from active 
duty as a commissioned officer of a regular component 
of an armed force. See section 134 of this title. 

Pub. L. 99–348, § 501(b)(1), substituted ‘‘is an Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy and a Director of De-
fense Research and Engineering’’ for ‘‘are two Under 
Secretaries of Defense, one of whom shall be the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy and one of whom shall 
be the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and En-
gineering’’ and ‘‘They shall’’ for ‘‘The Under Secretar-
ies of Defense shall’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–500, Pub. L. 99–591, and Pub. L. 
99–661 amended section identically adding subsec. (b) 
and striking out former subsec. (b) which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The Director of Defense Research and Engineer-
ing shall perform such duties relating to research and 
engineering as the Secretary of Defense may prescribe, 
including— 

‘‘(1) being the principal adviser to the Secretary on 
scientific and technical matters; 

‘‘(2) supervising all research and engineering activi-
ties in the Department of Defense; and 

‘‘(3) directing, controlling, assigning, and reassign-
ing research and engineering activities that the Sec-
retary considers need centralized management.’’ 
Pub. L. 99–433, § 105(2), struck out provisions that the 

Under Secretary of Defense for Policy would perform 
duties and exercise powers as the Secretary of Defense 
might prescribe. 

Pub. L. 99–348, § 501(b)(2), substituted ‘‘Director of De-
fense Research and Engineering’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary 
of Defense for Research and Engineering’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–500, Pub. L. 99–591, and Pub. L. 
99–661 amended section identically striking out subsec. 
(c) which read as follows: ‘‘The Director of Defense Re-
search and Engineering takes precedence in the Depart-
ment of Defense immediately after the Under Secretary 
of Defense for Policy.’’ 

Pub. L. 99–433, § 105(2), struck out provisions that the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy would take prec-
edence in the Department of Defense after Secretary of 
Defense, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, and the Sec-
retaries of the military departments. 

Pub. L. 99–348, § 501(b)(2), substituted ‘‘Director of De-
fense Research and Engineering’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary 
of Defense for Research and Engineering’’. 

1977—Pub. L. 95–140, § 2(a)(4), substituted ‘‘Under Sec-
retaries of Defense’’ for ‘‘Director of Defense Research 
and Engineering’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–140, § 2(a)(1), substituted provi-
sions relating to the appointment of the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Policy and the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Research and Engineering for provisions re-
lating to the appointment of the Director of Defense 
Research and Engineering and inserted provisions re-
lating to the prohibition of the appointment of a person 
as Under Secretary of Defense for policy within ten 
years after relief from active duty as a commissioned 
officer of an armed force. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–140, § 2(a)(2), substituted ‘‘The 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy shall perform 

such duties and exercise such powers as the Secretary 
of Defense may prescribe. The Under Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering shall perform’’ for 
‘‘The Director performs’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 95–140, § 2(a)(3), substituted 
‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Policy’’ for ‘‘Director’’ 
and ‘‘Deputy Secretary’’ for ‘‘Deputy Secretaries’’ and 
inserted provision that the Under Secretary of Defense 
for Research and Engineering takes precedence in the 
Department of Defense immediately after the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy. 

1972—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 92–596 substituted ‘‘Deputy 
Secretaries’’ for ‘‘Deputy Secretary’’. 

REDESIGNATION OF POSITION OF UNDER SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE FOR RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING; EFFECT 
ON INDIVIDUAL HOLDING POSITION 

Pub. L. 99–348, title V, § 501(b)(3), July 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
708, provided that the redesignation by Pub. L. 99–348, 
§ 501(b)(1) (amending this section), of the position of 
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineer-
ing as Director of Defense Research and Engineering 
was not to affect the appointment to such position of 
the individual holding such position on July 1, 1986. 

EMERGENCY FUND FOR RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, 
AND EVALUATION 

Pub. L. 89–37, title III, § 305, June 11, 1965, 79 Stat. 128, 
which provided that no funds were to be appropriated 
after June 30, 1966, to or for the use of any armed force 
of the United States for use as an emergency fund for 
research, development, test, and evaluation, or pro-
curement or production related thereto unless the ap-
propriation of such funds has been authorized by legis-
lation enacted after that date, was repealed and re-
stated as subsec. (i) of section 138 [now § 114(d)] of this 
title by Pub. L. 97–295, §§ 1(4), 6(b), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 
1289, 1314. 

[§ 139b. Renumbered § 2433] 

[§ 139c. Renumbered § 2434] 

§ 140. General Counsel 

(a) There is a General Counsel of the Depart-
ment of Defense, appointed from civilian life by 
the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. 

(b) The General Counsel is the chief legal offi-
cer of the Department of Defense. He shall per-
form such functions as the Secretary of Defense 
may prescribe. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 202, Sept. 7, 1962, 
76 Stat. 519, § 137; amended Pub. L. 88–426, title 
III, § 305(9), Aug. 14, 1964, 78 Stat. 423; renum-
bered § 139 and amended Pub. L. 99–433, title I, 
§§ 101(a)(7), 110(d)(11), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 995, 
1003; renumbered § 140, Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, 
title IX, § 901(a)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1726.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

137(a) ...... [Uncodified: 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 6, eff. June 30, 
1953, § 4 (1st 25 words of 
1st sentence), 67 Stat. 
639]. 

1953 Reorg. Plan No. 6, 
eff. June 30, 1953, § 4, 67 
Stat. 639. 

137(b) ...... [Uncodified: 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 6, eff. June 30, 
1953, § 4 (1st sentence, 
less 1st 25 words), 67 
Stat. 639]. 

137(c) ...... [Uncodified: 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 6, eff. June 30, 
1953, § 4 (2d sentence), 
67 Stat. 639]. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘from time to time’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. 
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