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106–65, div. A, title IX, § 921(c), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 723.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section, as added by Pub. L. 105–85, consists of text of 
Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title IX, § 903(a)–(f), Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2617. Section 903 of Pub. L. 104–201, which 
was formerly set out as a note under section 131 of this 
title, was repealed by Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title IX, 
§ 911(d)(3), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1860. 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–65, § 921(c)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘The number’’ for ‘‘Effective October 1, 1999, 
the number’’ and ‘‘3,767’’ for ‘‘75 percent of the baseline 
number’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–65, § 921(c)(2), (3), redesignated 
subsec. (d) as (b) and struck out heading and text of 
former subsec. (b). Text read as follows: ‘‘The number 
of OSD personnel— 

‘‘(1) as of October 1, 1997, may not exceed 85 percent 
of the baseline number; and 

‘‘(2) as of October 1, 1998, may not exceed 80 percent 
of the baseline number.’’ 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–65, § 921(c)(2), (3), redesignated 

subsec. (e) as (c) and struck out heading and text of 
former subsec. (c). Text read as follows: ‘‘For purposes 
of this section, the term ‘baseline number’ means the 
number of OSD personnel as of October 1, 1994.’’ 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 106–65, § 921(c)(3), redesig-
nated subsecs. (d) and (e) as (b) and (c), respectively. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 106–65, § 921(c)(2), struck out head-
ing and text of subsec. (f). Text read as follows: ‘‘If the 
Secretary of Defense determines, and certifies to Con-
gress, that the limitation in subsection (b) with respect 
to any fiscal year would adversely affect United States 
national security, the Secretary may waive the limita-
tion under that subsection with respect to that fiscal 
year. If the Secretary of Defense determines, and cer-
tifies to Congress, that the limitation in subsection (a) 
during fiscal year 1999 would adversely affect United 
States national security, the Secretary may waive the 
limitation under that subsection with respect to that 
fiscal year. The authority under this subsection may be 
used only once, with respect to a single fiscal year.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, § 921(c), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 723, provided that the amendment made by sec-
tion 921(c) is effective Oct. 1, 1999. 

§ 144. Director of Small Business Programs 

(a) DIRECTOR.—There is a Director of Small 
Business Programs in the Department of De-
fense. The Director is appointed by the Sec-
retary of Defense. 

(b) OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS.— 
The Office of Small Business Programs of the 
Department of Defense is the office that is es-
tablished within the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense under section 15(k) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 644(k)). The Director of Small 
Business Programs is the head of such office. 

(c) DUTIES AND POWERS.—(1) The Director of 
Small Business Programs shall, subject to para-
graph (2), perform such duties regarding small 
business programs of the Department of De-
fense, and shall exercise such powers regarding 
those programs, as the Secretary of Defense 
may prescribe. 

(2) Section 15(k) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 644(k)), except for the designations of the 
Director and the Office, applies to the Director 
of Small Business Programs. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title IX, § 904(b)(1), 
Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3400.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title IX, § 904(a), Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3399, provided that: 

‘‘(1) POSITIONS REDESIGNATED.—The following posi-
tions within the Department of Defense are redesig-
nated as follows: 

‘‘(A) The Director of Small and Disadvantaged 
Business Utilization of the Department of Defense is 
redesignated as the Director of Small Business Pro-
grams of the Department of Defense. 

‘‘(B) The Director of Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilization of the Department of the Army is re-
designated as the Director of Small Business Pro-
grams of the Department of the Army. 

‘‘(C) The Director of Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilization of the Department of the Navy is re-
designated as the Director of Small Business Pro-
grams of the Department of the Navy. 

‘‘(D) The Director of Small and Disadvantaged 
Business Utilization of the Department of the Air 
Force is redesignated as the Director of Small Busi-
ness Programs of the Department of the Air Force. 
‘‘(2) OFFICES REDESIGNATED.—The following offices 

within the Department of Defense are redesignated as 
follows: 

‘‘(A) The Office of Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilization of the Department of Defense is re-
designated as the Office of Small Business Programs 
of the Department of Defense. 

‘‘(B) The Office of Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilization of the Department of the Army is re-
designated as the Office of Small Business Programs 
of the Department of the Army. 

‘‘(C) The Office of Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilization of the Department of the Navy is re-
designated as the Office of Small Business Programs 
of the Department of the Navy. 

‘‘(D) The Office of Small and Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Utilization of the Department of the Air Force 
is redesignated as the Office of Small Business Pro-
grams of the Department of the Air Force. 
‘‘(3) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law, regula-

tion, document, paper, or other record of the United 
States to a position or office redesignated by paragraph 
(1) or (2) shall be deemed to be a reference to the posi-
tion or office as so redesignated.’’ 

CHAPTER 5—JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

Sec. 

151. Joint Chiefs of Staff: composition; functions. 
152. Chairman: appointment; grade and rank. 
153. Chairman: functions. 
154. Vice Chairman. 
155. Joint Staff. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior chapter 5 related to Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
prior to the general revision of this chapter by Pub. L. 
99–433, title II, § 201, Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1004, consisted 
of sections 141 to 143 as follows: 

Section 141, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 6; 
Aug. 6, 1958, Pub. L. 85–599, § 7, 72 Stat. 519; Sept. 7, 1962, 
Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 204, 76 Stat. 519; Oct. 20, 1978, 
Pub. L. 95–485, title VIII, § 807, 92 Stat. 1622, provided for 
composition and functions of Joint Chiefs. See section 
151 of this title. 

Section 142, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 7; 
Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–649, § 14c(1), 76 Stat. 501; Oct. 19, 
1984, Pub. L. 98–525, title XIII, § 1301(b), 98 Stat. 2611, 
provided for appointment and duties of Chairman of 
Joint Chiefs. See sections 152 and 153 of this title. 

Section 143, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 7; 
Aug. 6, 1958, Pub. L. 85–599, § 5(a), 72 Stat. 517; Oct. 19, 
1984, Pub. L. 98–525, title XIII, § 1301(c), 98 Stat. 2611, 
provided for a Joint Staff. See section 155 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title XIII, § 1314(b)(1)(B), 
Dec. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1175, substituted ‘‘grade and 
rank’’ for ‘‘rank’’ in item 152. 
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1986—Pub. L. 99–433, title II, § 201, Oct. 1, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1005, amended chapter 5 heading and analysis gen-
erally, substituting items 151–155 for items 141–143. 

§ 151. Joint Chiefs of Staff: composition; func-
tions 

(a) COMPOSITION.—There are in the Depart-
ment of Defense the Joint Chiefs of Staff, head-
ed by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff consist of the follow-
ing: 

(1) The Chairman. 
(2) The Vice Chairman. 
(3) The Chief of Staff of the Army. 
(4) The Chief of Naval Operations. 
(5) The Chief of Staff of the Air Force. 
(6) The Commandant of the Marine Corps. 

(b) FUNCTION AS MILITARY ADVISERS.—(1) The 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the prin-
cipal military adviser to the President, the Na-
tional Security Council, the Homeland Security 
Council, and the Secretary of Defense. 

(2) The other members of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff are military advisers to the President, the 
National Security Council, the Homeland Secu-
rity Council, and the Secretary of Defense as 
specified in subsections (d) and (e). 

(c) CONSULTATION BY CHAIRMAN.—(1) In carry-
ing out his functions, duties, and responsibil-
ities, the Chairman shall, as he considers appro-
priate, consult with and seek the advice of— 

(A) the other members of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff; and 

(B) the commanders of the unified and speci-
fied combatant commands. 

(2) Subject to subsection (d), in presenting ad-
vice with respect to any matter to the Presi-
dent, the National Security Council, the Home-
land Security Council, or the Secretary of De-
fense, the Chairman shall, as he considers appro-
priate, inform the President, the National Secu-
rity Council, the Homeland Security Council, or 
the Secretary of Defense, as the case may be, of 
the range of military advice and opinion with 
respect to that matter. 

(d) ADVICE AND OPINIONS OF MEMBERS OTHER 
THAN CHAIRMAN.—(1) A member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (other than the Chairman) may 
submit to the Chairman advice or an opinion in 
disagreement with, or advice or an opinion in 
addition to, the advice presented by the Chair-
man to the President, the National Security 
Council, the Homeland Security Council, or the 
Secretary of Defense. If a member submits such 
advice or opinion, the Chairman shall present 
the advice or opinion of such member at the 
same time he presents his own advice to the 
President, the National Security Council, the 
Homeland Security Council, or the Secretary of 
Defense, as the case may be. 

(2) The Chairman shall establish procedures to 
ensure that the presentation of his own advice 
to the President, the National Security Council, 
the Homeland Security Council, or the Sec-
retary of Defense is not unduly delayed by rea-
son of the submission of the individual advice or 
opinion of another member of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

(e) ADVICE ON REQUEST.—The members of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, individually or collec-

tively, in their capacity as military advisers, 
shall provide advice to the President, the Na-
tional Security Council, the Homeland Security 
Council, or the Secretary of Defense on a par-
ticular matter when the President, the National 
Security Council, the Homeland Security Coun-
cil, or the Secretary requests such advice. 

(f) RECOMMENDATIONS TO CONGRESS.—After 
first informing the Secretary of Defense, a mem-
ber of the Joint Chiefs of Staff may make such 
recommendations to Congress relating to the 
Department of Defense as he considers appro-
priate. 

(g) MEETINGS OF JCS.—(1) The Chairman shall 
convene regular meetings of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

(2) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the President and the Secretary of 
Defense, the Chairman shall— 

(A) preside over the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
(B) provide agenda for the meetings of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff (including, as the Chair-
man considers appropriate, any subject for the 
agenda recommended by any other member of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff); 

(C) assist the Joint Chiefs of Staff in carry-
ing on their business as promptly as prac-
ticable; and 

(D) determine when issues under consider-
ation by the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall be de-
cided. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title II, § 201, Oct. 1, 1986, 
100 Stat. 1005; amended Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, 
title IX, § 911(a), Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2473; Pub. 
L. 109–163, div. A, title IX, § 908(a), Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3403.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsecs. (b), (c)(2), (d), (e). Pub. L. 109–163 in-
serted ‘‘the Homeland Security Council,’’ after ‘‘the 
National Security Council,’’ wherever appearing. 

1992—Subsec. (a)(2) to (6). Pub. L. 102–484 added par. 
(2) and redesignated former pars. (2) to (5) as (3) to (6), 
respectively. 

§ 152. Chairman: appointment; grade and rank 

(a) APPOINTMENT; TERM OF OFFICE.—(1) There 
is a Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, from the officers of 
the regular components of the armed forces. The 
Chairman serves at the pleasure of the President 
for a term of two years, beginning on October 1 
of odd-numbered years. Subject to paragraph (3), 
an officer serving as Chairman may be reap-
pointed in the same manner for two additional 
terms. However, in time of war there is no limit 
on the number of reappointments. 

(2) In the event of the death, retirement, res-
ignation, or reassignment of the officer serving 
as Chairman before the end of the term for 
which the officer was appointed, an officer ap-
pointed to fill the vacancy shall serve as Chair-
man only for the remainder of the original term, 
but may be reappointed as provided in para-
graph (1). 

(3) An officer may not serve as Chairman or 
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff if the 
combined period of service of such officer in 
such positions exceeds six years. However, the 
President may extend to eight years the com-
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