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Chap. Sec. 

933. Procurement ......................................... 9531 
935. Issue of Serviceable Material to 

Armed Forces ................................... 9561 
937. Utilities and Services ......................... 9591 
939. Sale of Serviceable Material ............ 9621 
941. Issue of Serviceable Material other 

than to Armed Forces ..................... 9651 
943. Disposal of Obsolete or Surplus 

Material .............................................. 9681 
945. Disposition of Effects of Deceased 

Persons ............................................... 9712 
947. Transportation ..................................... 9741 
949. Real Property ....................................... 9771 
951. Military Claims .................................... 9801 
953. Accountability and Responsibility 9831 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title V, § 576(c)(2), Nov. 
24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1488, added item for chapter 875. 

1999—Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title VII, § 721(c)(8), Oct. 
5, 1999, 113 Stat. 695, substituted ‘‘Disposition’’ for ‘‘In-
quests; Disposition’’ and ‘‘9712’’ for ‘‘9711’’ in item for 
chapter 945. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title XV, § 1503(b)(6), Feb. 
10, 1996, 110 Stat. 513, inserted comma after ‘‘SUPPLY’’ 
in heading for part IV. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, § 1674(a), Oct. 
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3016, struck out items for chapters 837 
‘‘Appointments as Reserve Officers’’ and 863 ‘‘Separa-
tion or Transfer to Retired Reserve’’. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title VIII, § 828(c)(8)(B), 
title XI, § 1178(c), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1715, 1769, added 
item for chapter 905 and substituted ‘‘Civil Reserve Air 
Fleet’’ for ‘‘Industrial Mobilization, Research, and De-
velopment’’ and ‘‘9511’’ for ‘‘9501’’ in item for chapter 
931. 

1987—Pub. L. 100–26, § 7(j)(10)(B), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 
Stat. 283, substituted ‘‘8011’’ for ‘‘8010’’ in item for chap-
ter 803. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–513, title V, §§ 504(1), 514(1), Dec. 12, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2915, 2935, substituted ‘‘8010’’ for ‘‘8011’’ in 
item for chapter 803 and struck out items for chapters 
859 ‘‘Separation from Regular Air Force for Sub-
standard Performance of Duty’’, 860 ‘‘Separation from 
Regular Air Force for Moral or Professional Dereliction 
or in Interests of National Security’’, and 865 ‘‘Retire-
ment for Age’’. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–377, § 5, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 288, 
struck out item for chapter 851 ‘‘United States Discipli-
nary Barracks’’. 

Pub. L. 90–235, § 8(6), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 764, struck 
out item for chapter 847 ‘‘The Uniform’’. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–647, title III, § 301(27), Oct. 13, 1964, 78 
Stat. 1073, struck out item for chapter 905 ‘‘Air Force 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps’’. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–616, §§ 7(b), 8(b), July 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 
393, 395, substituted ‘‘Substandard Performance of 
Duty’’ for ‘‘Failure to Meet Standards’’ in item for 
chapter 859 and added item for chapter 860. 

1958—Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(193), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1538, 
substituted ‘‘8841’’ for ‘‘[No present sections]’’ in item 
for chapter 863. 

PART I—ORGANIZATION 

Chap. Sec. 

801. Definitions. [No present sections.] 
803. Department of the Air Force ................. 8011 
805. The Air Staff ......................................... 8031 
807. The Air Force ........................................ 8061 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–26, § 7(j)(10)(B), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 
Stat. 283, substituted ‘‘8011’’ for ‘‘8010’’ in item for chap-
ter 803. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–513, title V, § 514(1), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2935, substituted ‘‘8010’’ for ‘‘8011’’ in item for 
chapter 803. 

CHAPTER 801—DEFINITIONS 

[No present sections] 

CHAPTER 803—DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR 
FORCE 

Sec. 

8011. Organization. 
8012. Department of the Air Force: seal. 
8013. Secretary of the Air Force. 
8014. Office of the Secretary of the Air Force. 
8015. Under Secretary of the Air Force. 
8016. Assistant Secretaries of the Air Force. 
8017. Secretary of the Air Force: successors to du-

ties. 
8018. Administrative Assistant. 
8019. General Counsel. 
8020. Inspector General. 
8021. Air Force Reserve Forces Policy Committee. 
8022. Financial management. 
8023. Chief of Legislative Liaison. 
8024. Director of Small Business Programs. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title IX, § 904(e)(2), Jan. 
6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3402, added item 8024. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title V, § 504(e)(1)(B), Dec. 
2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2532, added item 8023. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title VII, § 702(c)(3), Sept. 
29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1996, added item 8022. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(b), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1060, amended analysis generally, substituting 
items 8011 to 8021 for former items 8010 to 8019. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–168, § 2(20), Dec. 1, 1967, 81 Stat. 525, 
added item 8019. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–426, title III, §§ 305(40)(B), 306(j)(8), 
Aug. 14, 1964, 78 Stat. 427, 432, struck out 
‘‘; compensation’’ from item 8012, and struck out item 
8018 ‘‘Compensation of General Counsel’’. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 213(b), Sept. 7, 1962, 76 
Stat. 524, added item 8010. 

1958—Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(154)(B), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 
1513, added item 8018. 

[§ 8010. Renumbered § 8011] 

§ 8011. Organization 

The Department of the Air Force is separately 
organized under the Secretary of the Air Force. 
It operates under the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 213(a), Sept. 7, 
1962, 76 Stat. 524, § 8010; renumbered § 8011, Pub. 
L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(1), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1055.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1962 AMENDMENT 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8010 ......... 5:171a(c)(7) (1st sentence, 
as applicable to De-
partment of Air 
Force). 

July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 
§ 202(c)(7) (1st sentence 
as applicable to De-
partment of Air 
Force); added Aug. 6, 
1958, Pub. L. 85–599, 
§ 3(a) (1st sentence of 
8th par., as applicable 
to Department of Air 
Force), 72 Stat. 516. 

The word ‘‘operates’’ is substituted for the words 
‘‘shall function’’. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8011 was renumbered section 8012 of 
this title. 

§ 8012. Department of the Air Force: seal 

The Secretary of the Air Force shall have a 
seal for the Department of the Air Force. The 
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design of the seal must be approved by the 
President. Judicial notice shall be taken of the 
seal. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 488, § 8011; re-
numbered § 8012, Pub. L. 99–433, title V, 
§ 521(a)(1), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1055.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8011 ......... 5:626(g). July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 
§ 207(g), 61 Stat 503. 

The words ‘‘of office’’ are omitted as surplusage. The 
words ‘‘a design’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘such 
device’’. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8012 was renumbered section 8013 of 
this title and subsequently repealed. 

EX. ORD. NO. 9902. SEAL FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
AIR FORCE 

Ex. Ord. No. 9902, Nov. 1, 1947, 12 F.R. 7153, provided: 
WHEREAS section 207(g) of the National Security 

Act of 1947, approved July 26, 1947 (Public Law 253, 80th 
Congress 1st Session) provides, in part, that the Sec-
retary of the Air Force shall cause a seal of office to be 
made for the Department of the Air Force of such de-
vice as the President shall approve; and 

WHEREAS the Secretary of the Air Force has caused 
to be made and has recommended that I approve a seal 
the design of which accompanies and is hereby made a 
part of this order, and which is described in heraldic 
terms as follows: 

SHIELD: Per fess nebuly abased azure and argent, in 
chief a thunderbolt or inflamed proper. 

CREST: On a wreath argent and azure an American 
bald eagle, wings displayed and partially elevated prop-
er in front of a cloud argent. 

Encircling the shield and crest an arc of thirteen 
stars and below the shield the inscription 
‘‘MCMXLVII’’. 

On a band encircling the whole the inscriptions ‘‘De-
partment of the Air Force’’ and ‘‘United States of 
America.’’ 

When illustrating the seal in color the background 
shall be ultramarine blue, the shield a light blue and 
white, and the thunderbolt in gold with flames in natu-
ral color. The twists of the wreath shall be alternated 
white and blue, and the eagle shall be in natural color 
in front of a white cloud. The thirteen stars shall be 
white, and the Roman numerals shall be gold. The en-
circling band shall be white edged in gold with black 
letters. 

AND WHEREAS it appears that such seal is of suit-
able design and is appropriate for establishment as the 
official seal of the Department of the Air Force: 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of and pursuant to the 
authority vested in me by the said section 207(g) of the 
National Security Act of 1947, I hereby approve such 
seal as the official seal of the Department of the Air 
Force. 

HARRY S. TRUMAN. 

§ 8013. Secretary of the Air Force 

(a)(1) There is a Secretary of the Air Force, 
appointed from civilian life by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
The Secretary is the head of the Department of 
the Air Force. 

(2) A person may not be appointed as Sec-
retary of the Air Force within five years after 
relief from active duty as a commissioned offi-
cer of a regular component of an armed force. 

(b) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense and subject 

to the provisions of chapter 6 of this title, the 
Secretary of the Air Force is responsible for, 
and has the authority necessary to conduct, all 
affairs of the Department of the Air Force, in-
cluding the following functions: 

(1) Recruiting. 
(2) Organizing. 
(3) Supplying. 
(4) Equipping (including research and devel-

opment). 
(5) Training. 
(6) Servicing. 
(7) Mobilizing. 
(8) Demobilizing. 
(9) Administering (including the morale and 

welfare of personnel). 
(10) Maintaining. 
(11) The construction, outfitting, and repair 

of military equipment. 
(12) The construction, maintenance, and re-

pair of buildings, structures, and utilities and 
the acquisition of real property and interests 
in real property necessary to carry out the re-
sponsibilities specified in this section. 

(c) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force is also responsible to the 
Secretary of Defense for— 

(1) the functioning and efficiency of the De-
partment of the Air Force; 

(2) the formulation of policies and programs 
by the Department of the Air Force that are 
fully consistent with national security objec-
tives and policies established by the President 
or the Secretary of Defense; 

(3) the effective and timely implementation 
of policy, program, and budget decisions and 
instructions of the President or the Secretary 
of Defense relating to the functions of the De-
partment of the Air Force; 

(4) carrying out the functions of the Depart-
ment of the Air Force so as to fulfill the cur-
rent and future operational requirements of 
the unified and specified combatant com-
mands; 

(5) effective cooperation and coordination 
between the Department of the Air Force and 
the other military departments and agencies 
of the Department of Defense to provide for 
more effective, efficient, and economical ad-
ministration and to eliminate duplication; 

(6) the presentation and justification of the 
positions of the Department of the Air Force 
on the plans, programs, and policies of the De-
partment of Defense; and 

(7) the effective supervision and control of 
the intelligence activities of the Department 
of the Air Force. 

(d) The Secretary of the Air Force is also re-
sponsible for such other activities as may be 
prescribed by law or by the President or Sec-
retary of Defense. 

(e) After first informing the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary of the Air Force may make 
such recommendations to Congress relating to 
the Department of Defense as he considers ap-
propriate. 

(f) The Secretary of the Air Force may assign 
such of his functions, powers, and duties as he 
considers appropriate to the Under Secretary of 
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the Air Force and to the Assistant Secretaries of 
the Air Force. Officers of the Air Force shall, as 
directed by the Secretary, report on any matter 
to the Secretary, the Under Secretary, or any 
Assistant Secretary. 

(g) The Secretary of the Air Force may— 
(1) assign, detail, and prescribe the duties of 

members of the Air Force and civilian person-
nel of the Department of the Air Force; 

(2) change the title of any officer or activity 
of the Department of the Air Force not pre-
scribed by law; and 

(3) prescribe regulations to carry out his 
functions, powers, and duties under this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(3), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1055; amended Pub. L. 99–661, div. 
A, title V, § 534, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3873; Pub. 
L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, § 901, Nov. 24, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1558.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8013, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 488, § 8012; Sept. 2, 1958, Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(152), 72 
Stat. 1513; Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 211, 76 
Stat. 524; Aug. 14, 1964, Pub. L. 88–426, title III, §§ 305(7), 
306(j)(7), 78 Stat. 423, 432; renumbered § 8013, Oct. 1, 1986, 
Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(1), 100 Stat. 1055, related 
to Secretary of the Air Force, powers and duties, and 
delegations, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–433, § 521(a)(3). 

Another prior section 8013 was renumbered section 
8014 of this title and subsequently repealed. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 108–136 struck out ‘‘(to 
the maximum extent practicable)’’ after ‘‘fulfill’’. 

1986—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 99–661 substituted ‘‘five 
years’’ for ‘‘10 years’’. 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION 

For order of succession in event of death, permanent 
disability, or resignation of Secretary of the Air Force, 
see Ex. Ord. No. 12909, Apr. 22, 1994, 59 F.R. 21909, set out 
as a note under section 3345 of Title 5. 

§ 8014. Office of the Secretary of the Air Force 

(a) There is in the Department of the Air 
Force an Office of the Secretary of the Air 
Force. The function of the Office is to assist the 
Secretary of the Air Force in carrying out his 
responsibilities. 

(b) The Office of the Secretary of the Air 
Force is composed of the following: 

(1) The Under Secretary of the Air Force. 
(2) The Assistant Secretaries of the Air 

Force. 
(3) The General Counsel of the Department 

of the Air Force. 
(4) The Inspector General of the Air Force. 
(5) The Chief of Legislative Liaison. 
(6) The Air Reserve Forces Policy Commit-

tee. 
(7) Such other offices and officials as may be 

established by law or as the Secretary of the 
Air Force may establish or designate. 

(c)(1) The Office of the Secretary of the Air 
Force shall have sole responsibility within the 
Office of the Secretary and the Air Staff for the 
following functions: 

(A) Acquisition. 
(B) Auditing. 
(C) Comptroller (including financial manage-

ment). 

(D) Information management. 
(E) Inspector General. 
(F) Legislative affairs. 
(G) Public affairs. 

(2) The Secretary of the Air Force shall estab-
lish or designate a single office or other entity 
within the Office of the Secretary of the Air 
Force to conduct each function specified in 
paragraph (1). No office or other entity may be 
established or designated within the Air Staff to 
conduct any of the functions specified in para-
graph (1). 

(3) The Secretary shall prescribe the relation-
ship of each office or other entity established or 
designated under paragraph (2) to the Chief of 
Staff and to the Air Staff and shall ensure that 
each such office or entity provides the Chief of 
Staff such staff support as the Chief of Staff 
considers necessary to perform his duties and re-
sponsibilities. 

(4) The vesting in the Office of the Secretary 
of the Air Force of the responsibility for the 
conduct of a function specified in paragraph (1) 
does not preclude other elements of the execu-
tive part of the Department of the Air Force (in-
cluding the Air Staff) from providing advice or 
assistance to the Chief of Staff or otherwise par-
ticipating in that function within the executive 
part of the Department under the direction of 
the office assigned responsibility for that func-
tion in the Office of the Secretary of the Air 
Force. 

(5) The head of the office or other entity estab-
lished or designated by the Secretary to conduct 
the auditing function shall have at least five 
years of professional experience in accounting or 
auditing. The position shall be considered to be 
a career reserved position as defined in section 
3132(a)(8) of title 5. 

(d)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Office of 
the Secretary of the Air Force shall have sole 
responsibility within the Office of the Secretary 
and the Air Staff for the function of research 
and development. 

(2) The Secretary of the Air Force may assign 
to the Air Staff responsibility for those aspects 
of the function of research and development 
that relate to military requirements and test 
and evaluation. 

(3) The Secretary shall establish or designate 
a single office or other entity within the Office 
of the Secretary of the Air Force to conduct the 
function specified in paragraph (1). 

(4) The Secretary shall prescribe the relation-
ship of the office or other entity established or 
designated under paragraph (3) to the Chief of 
Staff of the Air Force and to the Air Staff and 
shall ensure that each such office or entity pro-
vides the Chief of Staff such staff support as the 
Chief of Staff considers necessary to perform his 
duties and responsibilities. 

(e) The Secretary of the Air Force shall ensure 
that the Office of the Secretary of the Air Force 
and the Air Staff do not duplicate specific func-
tions for which the Secretary has assigned re-
sponsibility to the other. 

(f)(1) The total number of members of the 
armed forces and civilian employees of the De-
partment of the Air Force assigned or detailed 
to permanent duty in the Office of the Secretary 
of the Air Force and on the Air Staff may not 
exceed 2,639. 
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(2) Not more than 1,585 officers of the Air 
Force on the active-duty list may be assigned or 
detailed to permanent duty in the Office of the 
Secretary of the Air Force and on the Air Staff. 

(3) The total number of general officers as-
signed or detailed to permanent duty in the Of-
fice of the Secretary of the Air Force and on the 
Air Staff may not exceed 60. 

(4) The limitations in paragraphs (1), (2), and 
(3) do not apply in time of war or during a na-
tional emergency declared by the President or 
Congress. The limitation in paragraph (2) does 
not apply whenever the President determines 
that it is in the national interest to increase the 
number of officers assigned or detailed to per-
manent duty in the Office of the Secretary of 
the Air Force or on the Air Staff. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(3), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1057; amended Pub. L. 100–180, div. 
A, title XIII, § 1314(b)(7), Dec. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 
1175; Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title III, § 325(c), 
Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1955; Pub. L. 101–189, div. 
A, title VI, § 652(a)(4), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1461; 
Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title X, § 1048(a)(29), Dec. 
28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1225; Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, 
title V, § 504(e)(2), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2533.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8014, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 489, § 8013; Aug. 6, 1958, Pub. L. 85–599, § 8(c), 72 
Stat. 520; Sept. 2, 1958, Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(153), 72 Stat. 
1513; Aug. 14, 1964, Pub. L. 88–426, title III, § 305(8), 78 
Stat. 423; Dec. 1, 1967, Pub. L. 90–168, § 2(15), 81 Stat. 523; 
Nov. 9, 1979, Pub. L. 96–107, title VIII, § 820(d), 93 Stat. 
819; renumbered § 8014, Oct. 1, 1986, Pub. L. 99–433, title 
V, § 521(a)(1), 100 Stat. 1055, related to Under Secretary 
and Assistant Secretaries of the Air Force, appoint-
ment, and duties, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–433, 
§ 521(a)(3). 

Another prior section 8014 was renumbered section 
8015 of this title and subsequently repealed. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (b)(5) to (7). Pub. L. 107–314 added par. 
(5) and redesignated former pars. (5) and (6) as (6) and 
(7), respectively. 

2001—Subsec. (f)(3). Pub. L. 107–107 substituted ‘‘60’’ 
for ‘‘the number equal to 85 percent of the number of 
general officers assigned or detailed to such duty on 
the date of the enactment of this subsection’’. 

1989—Subsec. (f)(5). Pub. L. 101–189 struck out par. (5) 
which read as follows: ‘‘The limitations in paragraphs 
(1), (2), and (3) do not apply before October 1, 1988.’’ 

1988—Subsec. (c)(5). Pub. L. 100–456 added par. (5). 
1987—Subsec. (f)(4). Pub. L. 100–180 inserted ‘‘the 

President or’’ after ‘‘declared by’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Requirements of subsec. (c)(5) of this section applica-
ble with respect to any person appointed on or after 
Sept. 29, 1988, as head of office or other entity des-
ignated for conducting auditing function in a military 
department, see section 325(d)(1) of Pub. L. 100–456, set 
out as a note under section 5014 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subsecs. (c) and (d) of this section to be implemented 
not later than 180 days after Oct. 1, 1986, see section 
532(a) of Pub. L. 99–433, set out as a note under section 
3014 of this title. 

§ 8015. Under Secretary of the Air Force 

(a) There is an Under Secretary of the Air 
Force, appointed from civilian life by the Presi-

dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

(b) The Under Secretary shall perform such 
duties and exercise such powers as the Secretary 
of the Air Force may prescribe. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(3), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1058.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 8013 of this title prior to enactment of 
Pub. L. 99–433. 

A prior section 8015, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 489, § 8014; renumbered § 8015, Oct. 1, 1986, Pub. L. 
99–433, title V, § 521(a)(1), 100 Stat. 1055, related to 
Comptroller and Deputy Comptroller of the Air Force, 
powers and duties, and appointment, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 99–433, § 521(a)(3). 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION 

For order of succession in event of death, permanent 
disability, or resignation of Secretary of the Air Force, 
see Ex. Ord. No. 12909, Apr. 22, 1994, 59 F.R. 21909, set out 
as a note under section 3345 of Title 5. 

§ 8016. Assistant Secretaries of the Air Force 

(a) There are four Assistant Secretaries of the 
Air Force. They shall be appointed from civilian 
life by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

(b)(1) The Assistant Secretaries shall perform 
such duties and exercise such powers as the Sec-
retary of the Air Force may prescribe. 

(2) One of the Assistant Secretaries shall be 
the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs. He shall have as 
his principal duty the overall supervision of 
manpower and reserve component affairs of the 
Department of the Air Force. 

(3) One of the Assistant Secretaries shall be 
the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Fi-
nancial Management. The Assistant Secretary 
shall have as his principal responsibility the ex-
ercise of the comptroller functions of the De-
partment of the Air Force, including financial 
management functions. The Assistant Secretary 
shall be responsible for all financial manage-
ment activities and operations of the Depart-
ment of the Air Force and shall advise the Sec-
retary of the Air Force on financial manage-
ment. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(3), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1058; amended Pub. L. 100–456, div. 
A, title VII, § 702(c)[(1)], (d), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 
Stat. 1995, 1996.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3013 of this title prior to enactment of 
Pub. L. 99–433. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–456, § 702(d), substituted 
‘‘four’’ for ‘‘three’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 100–456, § 702(c)[(1)], added par. 
(3). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Section 702(e)(2) of Pub. L. 100–456 provided that: 
‘‘The amendments made by subsections (c) and (d) [en-
acting section 8022 of this title and amending this sec-
tion] shall take effect on July 1, 1989, except that such 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

amendments shall take effect on such earlier date, but 
not before January 21, 1989, as may be prescribed by the 
President in advance by Executive order.’’ 

§ 8017. Secretary of the Air Force: successors to 
duties 

If the Secretary of the Air Force dies, resigns, 
is removed from office, is absent, or is disabled, 
the person who is highest on the following list, 
and who is not absent or disabled, shall perform 
the duties of the Secretary until the President, 
under section 3347 1 of title 5, directs another 
person to perform those duties or until the ab-
sence or disability ceases: 

(1) The Under Secretary of the Air Force. 
(2) The Assistant Secretaries of the Air 

Force, in the order prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Air Force and approved by the 
Secretary of Defense. 

(3) The General Counsel of the Department 
of the Air Force. 

(4) The Chief of Staff. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 489; Pub. L. 
89–718, § 23, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1118; Pub. L. 
90–235, § 4(a)(9), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 760; Pub. L. 
99–433, title V, § 521(a)(4), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1058; Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title IX, § 902(c), Oct. 
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2823.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8017(a) .....
8017(b) .....

5:626–1(b). 
5:626–1(c). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 102 (less (a)), 65 Stat. 
327. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘person’’ is substituted 
for the words ‘‘officer of the United States’’. The words 
‘‘until a successor is appointed’’ are omitted as surplus-
age. 

Subsection (b) is substituted for 5:626–1(c) and states 
the effect of section 8544(b) of this title. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 3347 of title 5, referred to in text, was re-
pealed and a new section 3347 was enacted by Pub. L. 
105–277, div. C, title I, § 151(b), Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 
2681–611, and, as so enacted, no longer contains provi-
sions authorizing the President to direct temporary 
successors to duties. See section 3345 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pars. (3), (4). Pub. L. 103–337 added par. (3) and 
redesignated former par. (3) as (4). 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433 struck out subsec. (a) designa-
tion, substituted in par. (2) ‘‘, in the order prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Air Force and approved by the 
Secretary of Defense’’ for ‘‘in order of their length of 
service as such’’, and struck out subsec. (b) which read 
as follows: ‘‘Performance of the duties of the Secretary 
by the Chief of Staff or any officer of the Air Force des-
ignated under section 3347 of title 5 shall not be consid-
ered as the holding of a civil office within the meaning 
of section 973(b) of this title.’’ 

1968—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–235 substituted ‘‘section 
973(b) of this title’’ for ‘‘section 8544(b) of this title’’. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–718 substituted ‘‘section 3347 of title 
5’’ for ‘‘section 6 of title 5’’ wherever appearing. 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION 

For order of succession in event of death, permanent 
disability, or resignation of Secretary of the Air Force, 

see Ex. Ord. No. 12909, Apr. 22, 1994, 59 F.R. 21909, set out 
as a note under section 3345 of Title 5. 

§ 8018. Administrative Assistant 

The Secretary of the Air Force may appoint 
an Administrative Assistant in the Office of the 
Secretary of the Air Force. The Administrative 
Assistant shall perform such duties as the Sec-
retary may prescribe. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(5), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1059.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8018, added Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(154)(A), 
Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1513, prescribed compensation of 
General Counsel of Department of the Air Force, prior 
to repeal by Pub. L. 88–426, title III, § 305(40)(A), Aug. 14, 
1964, 78 Stat. 427, eff. first day of first pay period begin-
ning on or after July 1, 1964. See section 5316 of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 8019. General Counsel 

(a) There is a General Counsel of the Depart-
ment of the Air Force, appointed from civilian 
life by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

(b) The General Counsel shall perform such 
functions as the Secretary of the Air Force may 
prescribe. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(5), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1059; amended Pub. L. 100–456, div. 
A, title VII, § 703(a), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1996.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8019 was renumbered section 8038 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–456 inserted ‘‘, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate’’ before pe-
riod at end. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–456 applicable to appoint-
ments made under this section on and after Sept. 29, 
1988, see section 703(c) of Pub. L. 100–456, set out as a 
note under section 3019 of this title. 

§ 8020. Inspector General 

(a) There is an Inspector General of the Air 
Force who shall be detailed to such position by 
the Secretary of the Air Force from the general 
officers of the Air Force. An officer may not be 
detailed to such position for a tour of duty of 
more than four years, except that the Secretary 
may extend such a tour of duty if he makes a 
special finding that the extension is necessary 
in the public interest. 

(b) When directed by the Secretary or the 
Chief of Staff, the Inspector General shall— 

(1) inquire into and report upon the dis-
cipline, efficiency, and economy of the Air 
Force; and 

(2) perform any other duties prescribed by 
the Secretary or the Chief of Staff. 

(c) The Inspector General shall periodically 
propose programs of inspections to the Sec-
retary of the Air Force and shall recommend ad-
ditional inspections and investigations as may 
appear appropriate. 

(d) The Inspector General shall cooperate fully 
with the Inspector General of the Department of 
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Defense in connection with the performance of 
any duty or function by the Inspector General of 
the Department of Defense under the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App. 3) regarding 
the Department of the Air Force. 

(e) The Inspector General shall have such dep-
uties and assistants as the Secretary of the Air 
Force may prescribe. Each such deputy and as-
sistant shall be an officer detailed by the Sec-
retary to that position from the officers of the 
Air Force for a tour of duty of not more than 
four years, under a procedure prescribed by the 
Secretary. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 521(a)(5), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1059.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Inspector General Act of 1978, referred to in sub-
sec. (d), is Pub. L. 95–452, Oct. 12, 1978, 92 Stat. 1101, as 
amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 8021. Air Force Reserve Forces Policy Commit-
tee 

There is in the Office of the Secretary of the 
Air Force an Air Force Reserve Forces Policy 
Committee. The functions, membership, and or-
ganization of that committee are set forth in 
section 10305 of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1661(b)(4)(B), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2982.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8021 was renumbered section 10305 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 1, 1994, except as otherwise pro-
vided, see section 1691 of Pub. L. 103–337, set out as a 
note under section 10001 of this title. 

§ 8022. Financial management 

(a) The Secretary of the Air Force shall pro-
vide that the Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Force for Financial Management shall direct 
and manage financial management activities 
and operations of the Department of the Air 
Force, including ensuring that financial man-
agement systems of the Department of the Air 
Force comply with subsection (b). The authority 
of the Assistant Secretary for such direction and 
management shall include the authority to— 

(1) supervise and direct the preparation of 
budget estimates of the Department of the Air 
Force and otherwise carry out, with respect to 
the Department of the Air Force, the func-
tions specified for the Under Secretary of De-
fense (Comptroller) in section 135(c) of this 
title; 

(2) approve and supervise any project to de-
sign or enhance a financial management sys-
tem for the Department of the Air Force; and 

(3) approve the establishment and supervise 
the operation of any asset management sys-
tem of the Department of the Air Force, in-
cluding— 

(A) systems for cash management, credit 
management, and debt collection; and 

(B) systems for the accounting for the 
quantity, location, and cost of property and 
inventory. 

(b)(1) Financial management systems of the 
Department of the Air Force (including account-
ing systems, internal control systems, and fi-
nancial reporting systems) shall be established 
and maintained in conformance with— 

(A) the accounting and financial reporting 
principles, standards, and requirements estab-
lished by the Comptroller General under sec-
tion 3511 of title 31; and 

(B) the internal control standards estab-
lished by the Comptroller General under sec-
tion 3512 of title 31. 

(2) Such systems shall provide for— 
(A) complete, reliable, consistent, and time-

ly information which is prepared on a uniform 
basis and which is responsive to the financial 
information needs of department manage-
ment; 

(B) the development and reporting of cost in-
formation; 

(C) the integration of accounting and budg-
eting information; and 

(D) the systematic measurement of perform-
ance. 

(c) The Assistant Secretary shall maintain a 
five-year plan describing the activities the De-
partment of the Air Force proposes to conduct 
over the next five fiscal years to improve finan-
cial management. Such plan shall be revised an-
nually. 

(d) The Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 
for Financial Management shall transmit to the 
Secretary of the Air Force a report each year on 
the activities of the Assistant Secretary during 
the preceding year. Each such report shall in-
clude a description and analysis of the status of 
Department of the Air Force financial manage-
ment. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title VII, 
§ 702(c)(2), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1995; amended 
Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title X, § 1070(a)(15), Oct. 
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2856; Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title 
XV, § 1503(b)(1), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 512.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–106 substituted 
‘‘Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)’’ for ‘‘Comp-
troller of the Department of Defense’’. 

1994—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 103–337 substituted 
‘‘135(c)’’ for ‘‘137(c)’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1989, but with an earlier ef-
fective date, not before Jan. 21, 1989, if so prescribed by 
the President in advance by Executive order, see sec-
tion 702(e)(2) of Pub. L. 100–456, set out as an Effective 
Date of 1988 Amendment note under section 8016 of this 
title. 

§ 8023. Chief of Legislative Liaison 

(a) There is a Chief of Legislative Liaison in 
the Department of the Air Force. An officer as-
signed to that position shall be an officer in the 
grade of major general. 

(b) The Chief of Legislative Liaison shall per-
form legislative affairs functions as specified for 
the Office of the Secretary of the Air Force by 
section 8014(c)(1)(F) of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title V, 
§ 504(e)(1)(A), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2532.) 
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§ 8024. Director of Small Business Programs 

(a) DIRECTOR.—There is a Director of Small 
Business Programs in the Department of the Air 
Force. The Director is appointed by the Sec-
retary of the Air Force. 

(b) OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS.— 
The Office of Small Business Programs of the 
Department of the Air Force is the office that is 
established within the Department of the Air 
Force under section 15(k) of the Small Business 
Act (15 U.S.C. 644(k)). The Director of Small 
Business Programs is the head of such office. 

(c) DUTIES AND POWERS.—(1) The Director of 
Small Business Programs shall, subject to para-
graph (2), perform such duties regarding small 
business programs of the Department of the Air 
Force, and shall exercise such powers regarding 
those programs, as the Secretary of the Air 
Force may prescribe. 

(2) Section 15(k) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 644(k)), except for the designations of the 
Director and the Office, applies to the Director 
of Small Business Programs. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title IX, § 904(e)(1), 
Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3401.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

The Director of Small and Disadvantaged Business 
Utilization of the Department of the Air Force and the 
Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization 
of the Department of the Air Force were redesignated 
the Director of Small Business Programs of the Depart-
ment of the Air Force and the Office of Small Business 
Programs of the Department of the Air Force, respec-
tively, by Pub. L. 109–163 which also provided that ref-
erences to the former were deemed to refer to the lat-
ter. See section 904(a) of Pub. L. 109–163, set out as a 
note under section 144 of this title. 

CHAPTER 805—THE AIR STAFF 

Sec. 

8031. The Air Staff: function; composition. 
8032. The Air Staff: general duties. 
8033. Chief of Staff. 
8034. Vice Chief of Staff. 
8035. Deputy Chiefs of Staff and Assistant Chiefs of 

Staff. 
8036. Surgeon General: appointment; grade. 
8037. Judge Advocate General, Deputy Judge Advo-

cate General: appointment; duties. 
8038. Office of Air Force Reserve: appointment of 

Chief. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 522(g)(1), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1063, amended analysis generally, substituting 
items 8031 to 8038 for former items 8031 to 8036. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–288, § 5(b), Oct. 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 1050, 
added item 8036. 

§ 8031. The Air Staff: function; composition 

(a) There is in the executive part of the De-
partment of the Air Force an Air Staff. The 
function of the Air Staff is to assist the Sec-
retary of the Air Force in carrying out his re-
sponsibilities. 

(b) The Air Staff is composed of the following: 
(1) The Chief of Staff. 
(2) The Vice Chief of Staff. 
(3) The Deputy Chiefs of Staff. 
(4) The Assistant Chiefs of Staff. 
(5) The Surgeon General of the Air Force. 

(6) The Judge Advocate General of the Air 
Force. 

(7) The Chief of the Air Force Reserve. 
(8) Other members of the Air Force assigned 

or detailed to the Air Staff. 
(9) Civilian employees in the Department of 

the Air Force assigned or detailed to the Air 
Staff. 

(c) Except as otherwise specifically prescribed 
by law, the Air Staff shall be organized in such 
manner, and its members shall perform such du-
ties and have such titles, as the Secretary may 
prescribe. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 490; Pub. L. 
89–718, § 45, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1121; Pub. L. 
93–608, § 1(5), Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1968; Pub. L. 
98–525, title V, § 515, Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2522; 
Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 522(a), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1060.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8031(a) .....
8031(b) .....

10:1811(a). 
10:1811(b). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 201, 65 Stat. 327. 

8031(c) ..... 10:1811(c). 
8031(d) ..... 10:1811(d). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘an Air Staff consisting 
of—’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘a staff, which shall 
be known as the Air Staff, and which shall consist 
of—’’. The words ‘‘under regulations prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Air Force’’ are omitted, since the Sec-
retary has inherent authority to issue regulations ap-
propriate to exercising his statutory functions. 

In subsection (b), 10:1811(b) (proviso) is omitted as su-
perseded by section 264(c) of this title. 

In subsection (c), the third sentence is substituted for 
10:1811(c) (1st 13 words and 1st proviso). The words ‘‘offi-
cers and employees * * * or under the jurisdiction of’’ 
are omitted as surplusage. 

In subsections (c) and (d), the word ‘‘hereafter’’ is 
omitted, since all wars and emergencies declared by 
Congress before September 19, 1951, have been termi-
nated. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘now or hereafter’’ are 
omitted as surplusage and as executed. The second sen-
tence is substituted for 10:1811(d) (last 31 words of 1st 
sentence). The third sentence is substituted for 
10:1811(d) (2d sentence). 10:1811(d) (1st 13 words of last 
sentence) is omitted as executed. The words ‘‘This sub-
section does not apply’’ are substituted for the words 
‘‘and shall be inapplicable’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433 amended section generally, sub-
stituting ‘‘The Air Staff: function; composition’’ for 
‘‘Composition: assignment and detail of members of Air 
Force and civilians’’ in section catchline and substitut-
ing in text provisions relating to establishment and 
composition of the Air Staff and authorizing the Sec-
retary to prescribe the organization, duties, and titles 
of the Air Staff for provisions relating to establishment 
and composition of the Air Staff, authorizing the Sec-
retary to prescribe the organization, duties, and titles 
of the Air Staff, and limiting the number of officers 
who may be assigned or detailed to permanent duty in 
the executive part of the Department of the Air Force. 

1984—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 98–525 struck out subsec. (d) 
which had provided that no commissioned officer who 
was assigned or detailed to duty in the executive part 
of the Department of the Air Force could serve for a 
tour of duty of more than four years, but that the Sec-
retary could extend such a tour of duty if he made a 
special finding that the extension was necessary in the 
public interest, that no officer could be assigned or de-
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tailed to duty in the executive part of the Department 
of the Air Force within two years after relief from that 
duty, except upon a special finding by the Secretary 
that the assignment or detail was necessary in the pub-
lic interest, and that the subsection did not apply in 
time of war, or of national emergency declared by Con-
gress. 

1975—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–608 struck out require-
ment of annual report to Congress on the number of of-
ficers in the executive part of the Department of the 
Air Force and the justification therefor. 

1966—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 89–718 changed the reporting 
requirement from quarterly to annually. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Section 515 of Pub. L. 98–525 provided in part that the 
repeal of subsec. (d) of this section is effective Oct. 1, 
1984. 

§ 8032. The Air Staff: general duties 

(a) The Air Staff shall furnish professional as-
sistance to the Secretary, the Under Secretary, 
and the Assistant Secretaries of the Air Force, 
and the Chief of Staff of the Air Force. 

(b) Under the authority, direction, and control 
of the Secretary of the Air Force, the Air Staff 
shall— 

(1) subject to subsections (c) and (d) of sec-
tion 8014 of this title, prepare for such employ-
ment of the Air Force, and for such recruiting, 
organizing, supplying, equipping (including 
those aspects of research and development as-
signed by the Secretary of the Air Force), 
training, servicing, mobilizing, demobilizing, 
administering, and maintaining of the Air 
Force, as will assist in the execution of any 
power, duty, or function of the Secretary or 
the Chief of Staff; 

(2) investigate and report upon the efficiency 
of the Air Force and its preparation to support 
military operations by combatant commands; 

(3) prepare detailed instructions for the exe-
cution of approved plans and supervise the 
execution of those plans and instructions; 

(4) as directed by the Secretary or the Chief 
of Staff, coordinate the action of organiza-
tions of the Air Force; and 

(5) perform such other duties, not otherwise 
assigned by law, as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 490; Pub. L. 
85–599, § 4(h), Aug. 6, 1958, 72 Stat. 517; Pub. L. 
99–433, title V, § 522(b), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1060.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8032(a) .....
8032(b) .....

10:1815(a). 
10:1815(b). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 205, 65 Stat. 329. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘furnish’’ is substituted 
for the word ‘‘render’’. 

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘power, duty, or func-
tion of’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘power vested in, 
duty imposed upon, or function assigned to’’. 

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘all questions affect-
ing’’ and ‘‘state of’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(b)(3), substituted ‘‘The Air 
Staff: general duties’’ for ‘‘General duties’’ in section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(b)(1), inserted ‘‘of the 
Air Force’’ after ‘‘Chief of Staff’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘Under the authority, direction, and control of the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, the Air Staff’’ for ‘‘The Air 
Staff’’ before par. (1), inserted ‘‘subject to subsections 
(c) and (d) of section 8014 of this title,’’ and substituted 
‘‘(including those aspects of research and development 
assigned by the Secretary of the Air Force), training, 
servicing, mobilizing, demobilizing, administering, and 
maintaining’’ for ‘‘, training, serving, mobilizing, and 
demobilizing’’ in par. (1), substituted ‘‘to support mili-
tary operations by combatant commands’’ for ‘‘for 
military operations’’ in par. (2), and amended par. (4) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as follows: 
‘‘act as agent of the Secretary and the Chief of Staff in 
coordinating the action of all organizations of the De-
partment of the Air Force; and’’. 

1958—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 85–599 substituted ‘‘pre-
pare for such employment of the Air Force’’ for ‘‘pre-
pare such plans for the national security, for employ-
ment of the Air Force for that purpose, both separately 
and in conjunction with the land and naval forces’’. 

§ 8033. Chief of Staff 

(a)(1) There is a Chief of Staff of the Air Force, 
appointed for a period of four years by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, from the general officers of the Air 
Force. He serves at the pleasure of the Presi-
dent. In time of war or during a national emer-
gency declared by Congress, he may be reap-
pointed for a term of not more than four years. 

(2) The President may appoint an officer as 
Chief of Staff only if— 

(A) the officer has had significant experience 
in joint duty assignments; and 

(B) such experience includes at least one full 
tour of duty in a joint duty assignment (as de-
fined in section 664(f) of this title) as a general 
officer. 

(3) The President may waive paragraph (2) in 
the case of an officer if the President determines 
such action is necessary in the national interest. 

(b) The Chief of Staff, while so serving, has the 
grade of general without vacating his permanent 
grade. 

(c) Except as otherwise prescribed by law and 
subject to section 8013(f) of this title, the Chief 
of Staff performs his duties under the authority, 
direction, and control of the Secretary of the 
Air Force and is directly responsible to the Sec-
retary. 

(d) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of the Air Force, the 
Chief of Staff shall— 

(1) preside over the Air Staff; 
(2) transmit the plans and recommendations 

of the Air Staff to the Secretary and advise 
the Secretary with regard to such plans and 
recommendations; 

(3) after approval of the plans or recom-
mendations of the Air Staff by the Secretary, 
act as the agent of the Secretary in carrying 
them into effect; 

(4) exercise supervision, consistent with the 
authority assigned to commanders of unified 
or specified combatant commands under chap-
ter 6 of this title, over such of the members 
and organizations of the Air Force as the Sec-
retary determines; 

(5) perform the duties prescribed for him by 
section 171 of this title and other provisions of 
law; and 
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(6) perform such other military duties, not 
otherwise assigned by law, as are assigned to 
him by the President, the Secretary of De-
fense, or the Secretary of the Air Force. 

(e)(1) The Chief of Staff shall also perform the 
duties prescribed for him as a member of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff under section 151 of this 
title. 

(2) To the extent that such action does not im-
pair the independence of the Chief of Staff in the 
performance of his duties as a member of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chief of Staff shall in-
form the Secretary regarding military advice 
rendered by members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
on matters affecting the Department of the Air 
Force. 

(3) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Chief of 
Staff shall keep the Secretary of the Air Force 
fully informed of significant military operations 
affecting the duties and responsibilities of the 
Secretary. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 492, § 8034; Pub. 
L. 85–599, § 4(d), (e), Aug. 6, 1958, 72 Stat. 517; Pub. 
L. 87–651, title I, § 114, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 513; 
Pub. L. 90–22, title IV, § 403, June 5, 1967, 81 Stat. 
53; Pub. L. 96–513, title V, § 504(2), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2915; Pub. L. 97–22, § 10(b)(9), July 10, 1981, 
95 Stat. 137; renumbered § 8033 and amended Pub. 
L. 99–433, title V, § 522(c), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1061; Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title V, § 519(a)(3), 
Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1972.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1956 ACT 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8034(a) .....
8034(b) .....

10:1812 (1st sentence). 
10:1812 (less 1st sen-

tence). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§§ 202, 204, 65 Stat. 328. 

8034(c) .....

8034(d) .....

10:1814(a) (1st 10 words). 
10:1814(b) (2d sentence). 
10:1814(c). 
10:38 (last par.). 
10:1814(a) (less 1st 10 

words). 
10:1814(b) (less 2d sen-

tence). 

June 3, 1916, ch. 134, § 5 
(last par.); added June 
15, 1933, ch. 87, § 2 (last 
par.), 48 Stat. 154. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘not for’’ are substituted 
for the words ‘‘no person shall serve as Chief of Staff 
for a term of’’. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘so serving’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘holding office as such’’. The 
words ‘‘regular or reserve’’ are substituted for the word 
‘‘permanent’’, since there are no other ‘‘permanent’’ 
grades in the Air Force. The words ‘‘in the Air Force’’ 
are omitted as surplusage. The words ‘‘and shall take 
rank as prescribed by law’’ are omitted as superseded 
by section 743 of this title. The words ‘‘He shall receive 
the compensation prescribed by law’’ are omitted as 
covered by the Career Compensation Act of 1949, 63 
Stat. 802 (37 U.S.C. 231 et seq.). 

In subsection (c), the provisions of 10:1814 relating to 
the direction of the Secretary of the Air Force over the 
Chief of Staff are combined. The words ‘‘and subsection 
(c) of this section’’ and ‘‘state of’’ are omitted as sur-
plusage. 

In subsection (d), 10:38 (last par.) is omitted as cov-
ered by 10:1814(a). The words ‘‘and other provisions of 
law’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘and by other laws’’. 

1962 ACT 

The changes correct references to section 202(j) of the 
National Security Act of 1947, which is now set out as 
section 124 of title 10. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8033 was renumbered section 10305 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 100–456 substituted 
‘‘full tour of duty in a joint duty assignment (as de-
fined in section 664(f) of this title)’’ for ‘‘joint duty as-
signment’’. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433 renumbered section 8034 of this 
title as this section, substituted ‘‘Chief of Staff’’ for 
‘‘Chief of Staff: appointment; duties’’ in section catch-
line, and amended text generally. Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: 

‘‘(a) The Chief of Staff shall be appointed for a period 
of four years by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, from the general officers of 
the Air Force. He serves during the pleasure of the 
President. In time of war or national emergency de-
clared by the Congress after December 31, 1968, he may 
be reappointed for a term of not more than four years. 

‘‘(b) The Chief of Staff, while so serving, has the 
grade of general without vacating his regular or reserve 
grade. 

‘‘(c) Except as otherwise prescribed by law and sub-
ject to section 8012(c) and (d) of this title, the Chief of 
Staff performs his duties under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Air Force, and is directly responsible 
to the Secretary for the efficiency of the Air Force, its 
preparedness for military operations, and plans there-
for. 

‘‘(d) The Chief of Staff shall— 
‘‘(1) preside over the Air Staff; 
‘‘(2) send the plans and recommendations of the Air 

Staff to the Secretary, and advise him with regard 
thereto; 

‘‘(3) after approval of the plans or recommendations 
of the Air Staff by the Secretary, act as the agent of 
the Secretary in carrying them into effect; 

‘‘(4) exercise supervision over such of the members 
and organizations of the Air Force as the Secretary 
of the Air Force determines. Such supervision shall 
be exercised in a manner consistent with the full 
operational command vested in unified or specified 
combatant commanders under section 124 of this 
title. 

‘‘(5) perform the duties prescribed for him by sec-
tions 141 and 171 of this title and other provisions of 
law; and 

‘‘(6) perform such other military duties, not other-
wise assigned by law, as are assigned to him by the 
President.’’ 
1981—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–22 struck out the comma 

after ‘‘his regular or reserve grade’’. 
1980—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–513 struck out ‘‘and is 

counted as one of the officers authorized to serve in a 
grade above lieutenant general under section 8066 of 
this title’’ after ‘‘without vacating his regular or re-
serve grade’’. 

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–22 changed the require-
ment that the Chief of Staff be reappointed only with 
the advice and consent of the Senate by providing for 
his reappointment for a term of not more than four 
years by the President without such advice and consent 
in a time of war or national emergency as declared by 
the Congress. 

1962—Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 87–651 substituted ‘‘under 
section 124 of this title’’ for ‘‘pursuant to section 202(j) 
of the National Security Act of 1947, as amended’’. 

1958—Subsec. (d)(4) to (7). Pub. L. 85–599 redesignated 
pars. (5) to (7) as (4) to (6), respectively, and in par. (4), 
as redesignated, required the Chief of Staff to exercise 
supervision only as the Secretary of the Air Force de-
termines and in a manner consistent with the full oper-
ational command vested in unified or specified combat-
ant commanders. Former par. (4), which related to 
command over the air defense, strategic, tactical, and 
other major commands, was struck out. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Section 10(b) of Pub. L. 97–22 provided that the 
amendment made by that section is effective Sept. 15, 
1981. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective Sept. 15, 1981, 
see section 701 of Pub. L. 96–513, set out as a note under 
section 101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1967 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–22 effective Jan. 1, 1969, see 
section 405 of Pub. L. 90–22, set out as a note under sec-
tion 3034 of this title. 

WAIVER OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT AS 
SERVICE CHIEF 

For provisions giving President temporary authority 
to waive requirements in subsec. (a)(2) of this section, 
see section 532(c) of Pub. L. 99–433, formerly set out as 
a note under section 3033 of this title. 

§ 8034. Vice Chief of Staff 

(a) There is a Vice Chief of Staff of the Air 
Force, appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, from the 
general officers of the Air Force. 

(b) The Vice Chief of Staff of the Air Force, 
while so serving, has the grade of general with-
out vacating his permanent grade. 

(c) The Vice Chief of Staff has such authority 
and duties with respect to the Department of 
the Air Force as the Chief of Staff, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Air Force, may 
delegate to or prescribe for him. Orders issued 
by the Vice Chief of Staff in performing such du-
ties have the same effect as those issued by the 
Chief of Staff. 

(d) When there is a vacancy in the office of 
Chief of Staff or during the absence or disability 
of the Chief of Staff— 

(1) the Vice Chief of Staff shall perform the 
duties of the Chief of Staff until a successor is 
appointed or the absence or disability ceases; 
or 

(2) if there is a vacancy in the office of the 
Vice Chief of Staff or the Vice Chief of Staff is 
absent or disabled, unless the President di-
rects otherwise, the most senior officer of the 
Air Force in the Air Staff who is not absent or 
disabled and who is not restricted in perform-
ance of duty shall perform the duties of the 
Chief of Staff until a successor to the Chief of 
Staff or the Vice Chief of Staff is appointed or 
until the absence or disability of the Chief of 
Staff or Vice Chief of Staff ceases, whichever 
occurs first. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 492, § 8035; Pub. 
L. 85–599, § 6(d), Aug. 6, 1958, 72 Stat. 519; renum-
bered § 8034 and amended Pub. L. 99–433, title V, 
§ 522(d), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1062.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8035(a) ..... 10:1813(a) (1st sentence). Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 203, 65 Stat. 328. 

8035(b) ..... 10:1813(a) (less 1st sen-
tence). 

8035(c) ..... 10:1813(b). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘of the Air Force’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘if the Chief of Staff is 
absent or disabled or if that office is vacant’’ are sub-
stituted for 10:1813(a) (1st 18 words of last sentence). 
The words ‘‘the officer who is highest on the following 
list and’’ are inserted for clarity. The words ‘‘until his 
successor is appointed’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘If the Vice Chief of Staff 
is absent or disabled or if that office is vacant’’ are sub-
stituted for 10:1813(b) (1st 19 words). 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8034 was renumbered section 8033 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(d), renumbered section 8035 
of this title as this section. 

Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(d)(5), substituted ‘‘Vice Chief of 
Staff’’ for ‘‘Vice Chief of Staff; Deputy Chiefs of Staff: 
succession to duties of Chief of Staff and Vice Chief of 
Staff’’ in section catchline. 

Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(d)(1), substituted 
subsecs. (a) and (b) for former subsecs. (a) and (b) which 
read as follows: 

‘‘(a) The Vice Chief of Staff and the Deputy Chiefs of 
Staff shall be general officers detailed to those posi-
tions. 

‘‘(b) If the Chief of Staff is absent or disabled or if 
that office is vacant, the officer who is highest on the 
following list and who is not absent or disabled shall, 
unless otherwise directed by the President, perform the 
duties of the Chief of Staff until a successor is ap-
pointed or the absence or disability ceases: 

‘‘(1) The Vice Chief of Staff. 
‘‘(2) The Deputy Chiefs of Staff in order of senior-

ity.’’ 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(d)(2), (3), redesignated 

subsec. (d) as (c) and struck out former subsec. (c) 
which read as follows: ‘‘If the Vice Chief of Staff is ab-
sent or disabled or if that office is vacant, the senior 
Deputy Chief of Staff who is not absent or disabled 
shall, unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of the 
Air Force, perform the duties of the Vice Chief of Staff 
until a successor is designated or the absence or dis-
ability ceases.’’ 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(d)(3), (4), added sub-
sec. (d). Former subsec. (d) was redesignated (c). 

1958—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 85–599 added subsec. (d). 

§ 8035. Deputy Chiefs of Staff and Assistant 
Chiefs of Staff 

(a) The Deputy Chiefs of Staff and the Assist-
ant Chiefs of Staff shall be general officers de-
tailed to those positions. 

(b) The number of Deputy Chiefs of Staff and 
Assistant Chiefs of Staff shall be prescribed by 
the Secretary, except that— 

(1) there may not be more than five Deputy 
Chiefs of Staff; and 

(2) there may not be more than three Assist-
ant Chiefs of Staff. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 522(e), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1062.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 8035 was renumbered section 8034 of 
this title. 

§ 8036. Surgeon General: appointment; grade 

There is a Surgeon General of the Air Force 
who is appointed by the President by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate from offi-
cers of the Air Force who are in the Air Force 
medical department. The Surgeon General, 
while so serving, has the grade of lieutenant 
general. 
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(Added Pub. L. 89–288, § 5(a), Oct. 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
1050; amended Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 522(g)(2), 
Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1063; Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, 
title V, § 506(c), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 296.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–106 substituted ‘‘in the Air Force 
medical department’’ for ‘‘designated as medical offi-
cers under section 8067(a) of this title’’. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433 substituted a semicolon for the 
comma in section catchline. 

§ 8037. Judge Advocate General, Deputy Judge 
Advocate General: appointment; duties 

(a) There is a Judge Advocate General in the 
Air Force, who is appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
from officers of the Air Force. The term of office 
is four years. The Judge Advocate General, 
while so serving, shall hold a grade not lower 
than major general. 

(b) The Judge Advocate General of the Air 
Force shall be appointed from those officers who 
at the time of appointment are members of the 
bar of a Federal court or the highest court of a 
State, and who have had at least eight years of 
experience in legal duties as commissioned offi-
cers. 

(c) The Judge Advocate General, in addition to 
other duties prescribed by law— 

(1) is the legal adviser of the Secretary of 
the Air Force and of all officers and agencies 
of the Department of the Air Force; 

(2) shall direct the officers of the Air Force 
designated as judge advocates in the perform-
ance of their duties; and 

(3) shall receive, revise, and have recorded 
the proceedings of courts of inquiry and mili-
tary commissions. 

(d)(1) There is a Deputy Judge Advocate Gen-
eral in the Air Force, who is appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, from officers of the Air Force who 
have the qualifications prescribed in subsection 
(b) for the Judge Advocate General. The term of 
office of the Deputy Judge Advocate General is 
four years. An officer appointed as Deputy 
Judge Advocate General who holds a lower regu-
lar grade shall be appointed in the regular grade 
of major general. 

(2) When there is a vacancy in the office of the 
Judge Advocate General, or during the absence 
or disability of the Judge Advocate General, the 
Deputy Judge Advocate General shall perform 
the duties of the Judge Advocate General until 
a successor is appointed or the absence or dis-
ability ceases. 

(3) When paragraph (2) cannot be complied 
with because of the absence or disability of the 
Deputy Judge Advocate General, the heads of 
the major divisions of the Office of the Judge 
Advocate General, in the order directed by the 
Secretary of the Air Force, shall perform the du-
ties of the Judge Advocate General, unless 
otherwise directed by the President. 

(e) Under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary of the Air 
Force, in selecting an officer for recommenda-
tion to the President under subsection (a) for 
appointment as the Judge Advocate General or 
under subsection (d) for appointment as the Dep-

uty Judge Advocate General, shall ensure that 
the officer selected is recommended by a board 
of officers that, insofar as practicable, is subject 
to the procedures applicable to selection boards 
convened under chapter 36 of this title. 

(f) No officer or employee of the Department 
of Defense may interfere with— 

(1) the ability of the Judge Advocate General 
to give independent legal advice to the Sec-
retary of the Air Force or the Chief of Staff of 
the Air Force; or 

(2) the ability of officers of the Air Force 
who are designated as judge advocates who are 
assigned or attached to, or performing duty 
with, military units to give independent legal 
advice to commanders. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 495, § 8072; Pub. 
L. 96–343, § 12(a), (b)(1), Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 1130, 
1131; renumbered § 8037, Pub. L. 99–433, title V, 
§ 522(f), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1063; Pub. L. 103–337, 
div. A, title V, § 504(c), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2751; 
Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 507(a), Feb. 10, 
1996, 110 Stat. 296; Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title V, 
§ 574(c), Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1922; Pub. L. 
109–163, div. A, title V, § 508(c), title X, 
§ 1057(a)(2), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3229, 3440.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8072(a) .....
8072(b) .....
8072(c) .....

10:1840(a). 
50:741. 
10:62, 10:1840(b) (last sen-

tence). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 310(a), (b) (less 1st 
sentence), 65 Stat. 332. 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 13 
(as applicable to Air 
Force), 64 Stat. 147. 

R.S. 1199. 
June 23, 1874, ch. 458, § 2, 

18 Stat. 244. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘subject to the provi-
sions of section 741 of Title 50’’ are omitted as surplus-
age. The words ‘‘but may be sooner terminated, or ex-
tended, by the President’’ are substituted for 10:1840(a) 
(last 11 words of 1st sentence, and 2d sentence). 
10:1840(a) (1st 46 words of 3d sentence) is omitted as sur-
plusage. 10:1840(a) (last sentence) is omitted as exe-
cuted. The words ‘‘by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate’’, as they relate to the 
appointment as a major general in the Regular Air 
Force, are omitted as covered by section 8284 of this 
title. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Hereafter’’ and ‘‘exclu-
sive of the present incumbents’’ are omitted as surplus-
age. The words ‘‘at least’’ are substituted for the words 
‘‘not less than a total’’. 

In subsection (c), the Act of June 23, 1874, ch. 458, § 2 
(words before semicolon of 1st sentence, and last sen-
tence), 18 Stat. 244, are not contained in 10:62. They are 
also omitted from the revised section, since the Air 
Force does not have organic corps created by statute. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–163, § 508(c), substituted 
‘‘The Judge Advocate General, while so serving, shall 
hold a grade not lower than major general.’’ for ‘‘An 
appointee who holds a lower regular grade shall be ap-
pointed in the regular grade of major general.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–163, § 1057(a)(2), struck out ‘‘or 
Territory’’ after ‘‘a State’’. 

2004—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–375, § 574(c)(1), struck 
out ‘‘, but may be sooner terminated or extended by 
the President’’ after ‘‘four years’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 108–375, § 574(c)(2)(A), struck out 
‘‘shall’’ after ‘‘General’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(1) to (3). Pub. L. 108–375, § 574(c)(2)(B)–(D), 
added pars. (1) and (2), redesignated former par. (1) as 
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(3), inserted ‘‘shall’’ before ‘‘receive’’, substituted pe-
riod for ‘‘; and’’ at end, and struck out former par. (2) 
which read as follows: ‘‘perform such other legal duties 
as may be directed by the Secretary of the Air Force.’’ 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 108–375, § 574(c)(3), struck out 
‘‘, but may be sooner terminated or extended by the 
President’’ after ‘‘four years’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 108–375, § 574(c)(4), added subsec. 
(f). 

1996—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 104–106 substituted ‘‘four 
years’’ for ‘‘two years’’ and ‘‘An officer appointed as 
Deputy Judge Advocate General who holds a lower reg-
ular grade shall be appointed in the regular grade of 
major general.’’ for ‘‘An officer appointed as Deputy 
Judge Advocate General shall be appointed in a regular 
grade to be determined by the Secretary of Defense.’’ 

1994—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 103–337 added subsec. (e). 
1980—Pub. L. 96–343, § 12(b)(1), substituted ‘‘General, 

Deputy Judge Advocate General:’’ for ‘‘General:’’ in 
section catchline. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96–343, § 12(a), added subsec. (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Section 507(b) of Pub. L. 104–106 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by subsection (a) [amending this 
section] apply to any appointment to the position of 
Deputy Judge Advocate General of the Air Force that 
is made after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Feb. 10, 1996].’’ 

§ 8038. Office of Air Force Reserve: appointment 
of Chief 

(a) There is in the executive part of the De-
partment of the Air Force an Office of Air Force 
Reserve which is headed by a chief who is the 
adviser to the Chief of Staff on Air Force Re-
serve matters. 

(b) APPOINTMENT.—(1) The President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint the Chief of Air Force Reserve from gen-
eral officers of the Air Force Reserve who have 
had at least 10 years of commissioned service in 
the Air Force. 

(2) The Secretary of Defense may not rec-
ommend an officer to the President for appoint-
ment as Chief of Air Force Reserve unless the 
officer— 

(A) is recommended by the Secretary of the 
Air Force; and 

(B) is determined by the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, in accordance with cri-
teria and as a result of a process established 
by the Chairman, to have significant joint 
duty experience. 

(3) An officer on active duty for service as the 
Chief of Air Force Reserve shall be counted for 
purposes of the grade limitations under sections 
525 and 526 of this title. 

(4) Until December 31, 2006, the Secretary of 
Defense may waive subparagraph (B) of para-
graph (2) with respect to the appointment of an 
officer as Chief of Air Force Reserve if the Sec-
retary of the Air Force requests the waiver and, 
in the judgment of the Secretary of Defense— 

(A) the officer is qualified for service in the 
position; and 

(B) the waiver is necessary for the good of 
the service. 

Any such waiver shall be made on a case-by-case 
basis. 

(c) TERM; REAPPOINTMENT; GRADE.—(1) The 
Chief of Air Force Reserve is appointed for a pe-
riod of four years, but may be removed for cause 

at any time. An officer serving as Chief of Air 
Force Reserve may be reappointed for one addi-
tional four-year period. 

(2) The Chief of Air Force Reserve, while so 
serving, holds the grade of lieutenant general. 

(d) BUDGET.—The Chief of Air Force Reserve is 
the official within the executive part of the De-
partment of the Air Force who, subject to the 
authority, direction, and control of the Sec-
retary of the Air Force and the Chief of Staff, is 
responsible for preparation, justification, and 
execution of the personnel, operation and main-
tenance, and construction budgets for the Air 
Force Reserve. As such, the Chief of Air Force 
Reserve is the director and functional manager 
of appropriations made for the Air Force Re-
serve in those areas. 

(e) FULL TIME SUPPORT PROGRAM.—The Chief 
of Air Force Reserve manages, with respect to 
the Air Force Reserve, the personnel program of 
the Department of Defense known as the Full 
Time Support Program. 

(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—(1) The Chief of Air Force 
Reserve shall submit to the Secretary of De-
fense, through the Secretary of the Air Force, 
an annual report on the state of the Air Force 
Reserve and the ability of the Air Force Reserve 
to meet its missions. The report shall be pre-
pared in conjunction with the Chief of Staff of 
the Air Force and may be submitted in classified 
and unclassified versions. 

(2) The Secretary of Defense shall transmit 
the annual report of the Chief of Air Force Re-
serve under paragraph (1) to Congress, together 
with such comments on the report as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate. The report shall be 
transmitted at the same time each year that the 
annual report of the Secretary under section 113 
of this title is submitted to Congress. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–168, § 2(19), Dec. 1, 1967, 81 Stat. 
524, § 8019; renumbered § 8038 and amended Pub. 
L. 99–433, title V, §§ 521(a)(2), 522(g)(3), Oct. 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 1055, 1063; Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, 
title XVI, § 1674(c)(1), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3016; 
Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XII, § 1212(d), Sept. 
23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2693; Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title 
X, § 1073(a)(65), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1904; Pub. 
L. 106–65, div. A, title V, § 554(e), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 617; Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title V, 
§ 507(d)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–104; 
Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title V, § 501(a), Dec. 2, 
2002, 116 Stat. 2529; Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title 
V, § 536(a), Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1901.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 108–375 substituted ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2006’’ for ‘‘December 31, 2004’’. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 107–314 substituted ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2004’’ for ‘‘October 1, 2003’’. 

2000—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–398 amended subsec. (b) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, shall appoint the Chief of Air Force 
Reserve from officers of the Air Force Reserve not on 
active duty, or on active duty under section 10211 of 
this title, who— 

‘‘(1) have had at least 10 years of commissioned 
service in the Air Force; 

‘‘(2) are in grade of brigadier general and above; and 
‘‘(3) have been recommended by the Secretary of 

the Air Force.’’ 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–398 amended subsec. (c) gener-

ally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read as follows: 
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‘‘The Chief of Air Force Reserve holds office for four 
years, but may be removed for cause at any time. He is 
eligible to succeed himself. If he holds a lower reserve 
grade, he shall be appointed in the grade of major gen-
eral for service in the Air Force Reserve. However, if 
selected in accordance with section 12505 of this title, 
he may be appointed in the grade of lieutenant gen-
eral.’’ 

1999—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–65 inserted at end ‘‘How-
ever, if selected in accordance with section 12505 of this 
title, he may be appointed in the grade of lieutenant 
general.’’ 

1997—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105–85 struck out ‘‘(1)’’ be-
fore ‘‘The Chief of Air Force’’. 

1996—Subsecs. (d) to (f). Pub. L. 104–201 added subsecs. 
(d) to (f). 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–337 substituted ‘‘10211’’ 
for ‘‘265’’. 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–433, § 522(g)(3), struck out 
the comma after ‘‘Chief of Staff’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT; APPLICABILITY 
TO INCUMBENTS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–65 effective 60 days after 
Oct. 5, 1999, with special provision for an officer who is 
a covered position incumbent who is appointed under 
that amendment to the grade of lieutenant general or 
vice admiral, see section 554(g), (h) of Pub. L. 106–65, set 
out as a note under section 3038 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–337 effective Dec. 1, 1994, 
except as otherwise provided, see section 1691 of Pub. L. 
103–337, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
10001 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on first day of first calendar month 
following date of enactment of Pub. L. 90–168, which 
was approved Dec. 1, 1967, see section 7 of Pub. L. 90–168, 
set out as an Effective Date of 1967 Amendment note 
under section 138 of this title. 

CHAPTER 807—THE AIR FORCE 

Sec. 

8061. Regulations. 
8062. Policy; composition; aircraft authorization. 
[8066. Repealed.] 
8067. Designation: officers to perform certain pro-

fessional functions. 
8069. Air Force nurses: Chief and assistant chief; 

appointment; grade. 
[8071. Repealed.] 
[8072. Renumbered.] 
8074. Commands: territorial organization. 
8075. Regular Air Force: composition. 
[8076 to 8080. Repealed.] 
8081. Assistant Surgeon General for Dental Serv-

ices. 
8084. Officer career field for space. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title IX, § 912(b), Dec. 28, 
2001, 115 Stat. 1196, added item 8084. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title X, § 1073(a)(66), Nov. 
18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1904, substituted ‘‘nurses’’ for ‘‘Nurse 
Corps’’ in item 8069. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title V, § 502(c)(2), Sept. 
23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2511, added item 8069. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, § 1674(b)(1), 
Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3016, struck out items 8076 ‘‘Air 
Force Reserve: composition’’, 8077 ‘‘Air National Guard 
of United States: composition’’, 8078 ‘‘Air National 
Guard: when a component of Air Force’’, 8079 ‘‘Air Na-
tional Guard of United States: status when not in Fed-
eral service’’, and 8080 ‘‘Air National Guard of the 
United States: authority of officers with respect to 
Federal status’’. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 522(g)(4), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1063, struck out item 8072 ‘‘Judge Advocate Gen-
eral, Deputy Judge Advocate General: appointment; du-
ties’’. See section 8037 of this title. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–513, title V, § 504(3), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2915, struck out item 8066 ‘‘Generals and lieuten-
ant generals’’. 

Pub. L. 96–343, § 12(b)(2), Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 1131, 
substituted ‘‘General, Deputy Judge Advocate Gen-
eral:’’ for ‘‘General:’’ in item 8072. 

1978—Pub. L. 95–485, title VIII, § 805(c)(2), Oct. 20, 1978, 
92 Stat. 1622, added item 8081. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–130, § 1(25), Nov. 8, 1967, 81 Stat. 382, 
struck out item 8071 ‘‘Temporary grade of colonel in 
the Air Force: appointment of women.’’ 

1960—Pub. L. 86–603, § 1(3)(B), July 7, 1960, 74 Stat. 358, 
added item 8080. 

§ 8061. Regulations 

The President may prescribe regulations for 
the government of the Air Force. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 493.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8061 ......... 10:16. July 15, 1870, ch. 294, § 20, 
16 Stat. 319; Mar. 1, 
1875, ch. 115, 18 Stat. 
337. 

The word ‘‘prescribe’’ is substituted for the words 
‘‘make and publish’’. 10:16 (last 35 words) is omitted as 
surplusage. 

§ 8062. Policy; composition; aircraft authoriza-
tion 

(a) It is the intent of Congress to provide an 
Air Force that is capable, in conjunction with 
the other armed forces, of— 

(1) preserving the peace and security, and 
providing for the defense, of the United States, 
the Commonwealths and possessions, and any 
areas occupied by the United States; 

(2) supporting the national policies; 
(3) implementing the national objectives; 

and 
(4) overcoming any nations responsible for 

aggressive acts that imperil the peace and se-
curity of the United States. 

(b) There is a United States Air Force within 
the Department of the Air Force. 

(c) In general, the Air Force includes aviation 
forces both combat and service not otherwise as-
signed. It shall be organized, trained, and 
equipped primarily for prompt and sustained of-
fensive and defensive air operations. It is re-
sponsible for the preparation of the air forces 
necessary for the effective prosecution of war 
except as otherwise assigned and, in accordance 
with integrated joint mobilization plans, for the 
expansion of the peacetime components of the 
Air Force to meet the needs of war. 

(d) The Air Force consists of— 
(1) the Regular Air Force, the Air National 

Guard of the United States, the Air National 
Guard while in the service of the United 
States, and the Air Force Reserve; 

(2) all persons appointed or enlisted in, or 
conscripted into, the Air Force without com-
ponent; and 

(3) all Air Force units and other Air Force 
organizations, with their installations and 
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supporting and auxiliary combat, training, ad-
ministrative, and logistic elements; and all 
members of the Air Force, including those not 
assigned to units; necessary to form the basis 
for a complete and immediate mobilization for 
the national defense in the event of a national 
emergency. 

(e) Subject to subsection (f) of this section, 
chapter 831 of this title, and the strength au-
thorized by law pursuant to section 115 of this 
title, the authorized strength of the Air Force is 
70 Regular Air Force groups and such separate 
Regular Air Force squadrons, reserve groups, 
and supporting and auxiliary regular and re-
serve units as required. 

(f) There are authorized for the Air Force 
24,000 serviceable aircraft or 225,000 airframe 
tons of serviceable aircraft, whichever the Sec-
retary of the Air Force considers appropriate to 
carry out this section. This subsection does not 
apply to guided missiles. 

(g)(1) Effective October 1, 2008, the Secretary 
of the Air Force shall maintain a total aircraft 
inventory of strategic airlift aircraft of not less 
than 299 aircraft. 

(2) In this subsection: 
(A) The term ‘‘strategic airlift aircraft’’ 

means an aircraft— 
(i) that has a cargo capacity of at least 

150,000 pounds; and 
(ii) that is capable of transporting outsized 

cargo an unrefueled range of at least 2,400 
nautical miles. 

(B) The term ‘‘outsized cargo’’ means any 
single item of equipment that exceeds 1,090 
inches in length, 117 inches in width, or 105 
inches in height. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 493; Pub. L. 
96–513, title V, § 504(4), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2916; 
Pub. L. 99–433, title I, § 110(g)(10), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1004; Pub. L. 100–26, § 7(g)(3), Apr. 21, 1987, 
101 Stat. 282; Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title XIII, 
§ 1314(b)(9), Dec. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1176; Pub. L. 
109–163, div. A, title X, § 1057(a)(6), Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3441; Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title I, § 132, 
Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2112.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8062(a) .....
8062(b) .....
8062(c) .....
8062(d) .....

10:20. 
5:626c(a). 
5:626c(f). 
10:20r(a). 
10:1831. 

July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 
§ 208(a), (f), 61 Stat. 503; 
Aug. 10, 1949, ch. 412, 
§ 12(d), 63 Stat. 591. 

8062(e) .....
8062(f) .....

50:1091. 
10:20r(b). 
10:20t. 

July 10, 1950, ch. 454, §§ 2, 
201, 203, 64 Stat. 321, 
323, 324. 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 301, 65 Stat. 329. 

July 9, 1952, ch. 608, § 601, 
66 Stat. 501. 

In subsection (a), 10:20 (1st 19 words) is omitted as 
surplusage. The words ‘‘any areas occupied by the 
United States’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘occupied 
areas wherever located’’. 

Subsection (b) is substituted for 5:626c(a) (1st sen-
tence). 5:626c(a) (last sentence) is omitted as executed. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘consists of’’ are sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘includes’’. 

In subsection (d)(1), 10:20r(a) is omitted as superseded 
by 10:1831. The words ‘‘all persons serving in the Air 
Force under call or * * * under any provision of law, in-
cluding members of the Air National Guard of the sev-

eral States, Territories, and the District of Columbia 
when in the service of the United States pursuant to 
call as provided by law’’ are omitted as covered by the 
words ‘‘the Air National Guard while in the service of 
the United States’’. 50:1091 (last sentence) is omitted, 
since the components listed include their members. 

In subsection (d)(2), the words ‘‘or inducted’’ are 
omitted as covered by the word ‘‘conscripted’’. 

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘Effective on July 10, 
1950’’ are omitted as executed. The words ‘‘the limita-
tions imposed by’’ are omitted as surplusage. The 
words ‘‘not to exceed’’ are omitted as surplusage, since 
the revised section states the authorized number and 
any number over that would not be authorized. The 
words ‘‘and chapter 31 of this title’’ are substituted for 
the reference to 10:20s to make it clear that the author-
ity for a 70 group Air Force is subject to all provisions 
which prescribe the authorized personnel strength of 
the Air Force. 

In subsection (f), the word ‘‘considers’’ is substituted 
for the words ‘‘may determine is more’’. The words ‘‘ag-
gregate’’ and ‘‘amount’’ are omitted as surplusage. The 
words ‘‘carry out this section’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘fulfill the requirements of the Air Force of the 
United States for aircraft necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this chapter, section 481 of this title, and 
sections 235, 235a, 628, and 628a of title 5’’, since the pur-
poses to which the reference is made are stated in the 
revised section. The last sentence is substituted for 
10:20t (proviso). 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘Com-
monwealths and possessions’’ for ‘‘Territories, Com-
monwealths, and possessions’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 109–364 added subsec. (g). 
1987—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 100–26 and Pub. L. 100–180 

amended subsec. (e) identically, substituting ‘‘section 
115’’ for ‘‘section 114’’. 

1986—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 99–433 substituted ‘‘section 
114’’ for ‘‘section 138’’. 

1980—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 96–513 substituted 
‘‘, chapter 831 of this title, and the strength authorized 
by law pursuant to section 138’’ for ‘‘and chapter 831’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective Sept. 15, 1981, 
see section 701 of Pub. L. 96–513, set out as a note under 
section 101 of this title. 

[§ 8066. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–513, title II, § 201, 
Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2878] 

Section, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 494; 
Sept. 2, 1958, Pub. L. 85–861, § 33(a)(36), 72 Stat. 1566, au-
thorized President, by and with consent of the Senate, 
to make temporary appointments in grades of general 
and lieutenant general from officers of Air Force on ac-
tive duty in any grade above brigadier general and 
specified the number of positions in each such grade. 
See section 601 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Sept. 15, 1981, see section 701 of Pub. 
L. 96–513, set out as an Effective Date of 1980 Amend-
ment note under section 101 of this title. 

§ 8067. Designation: officers to perform certain 
professional functions 

(a) Medical functions in the Air Force shall be 
performed by commissioned officers of the Air 
Force who are qualified under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Air Force and 
who are designated as medical officers. 

(b) Dental functions in the Air Force shall be 
performed by commissioned officers of the Air 
Force who are qualified under regulations pre-
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scribed by the Secretary and who are designated 
as dental officers. 

(c) Veterinary functions in the Air Force shall 
be performed by commissioned officers of the 
Air Force who are qualified under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary, and who are des-
ignated as veterinary officers. 

(d) Medical service functions in the Air Force 
shall be performed by commissioned officers of 
the Air Force who are qualified under regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary, and who are 
designated as medical service officers. 

(e) Nursing functions in the Air Force shall be 
performed by commissioned officers of the Air 
Force who are qualified under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary and who are designated 
as Air Force nurses. 

(f) Biomedical science functions, including 
physician assistant functions and chiropractic 
functions, in the Air Force shall be performed 
by commissioned officers of the Air Force who 
are qualified under regulations prescribed by the 
Secretary, and who are designated as biomedical 
science officers. 

(g) Judge advocate functions in the Air Force 
shall be performed by commissioned officers of 
the Air Force who are qualified under regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary, and who are 
designated as judge advocates. 

(h) Chaplain functions in the Air Force shall 
be performed by commissioned officers of the 
Air Force who are qualified under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary and who are des-
ignated as chaplains. 

(i) Other functions in the Air Force requiring 
special training or experience shall be performed 
by members of the Air Force who are qualified 
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary, 
and who are designated as being in named cat-
egories. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 494; Pub. L. 
85–861, § 1(156), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1513; Pub. L. 
96–513, title V, § 504(5), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2916; 
Pub. L. 97–86, title IV, § 403, Dec. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1105; Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, title V, § 505(c), Oct. 
23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2404.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1956 ACT 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8067(a) .....

8067(b) .....

8067(c) .....

10:1837(a) (as applicable 
to medical officers). 

10:1837(a) (as applicable 
to dental officers). 

10:1837(a) (as applicable 
to veterinary officers). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 307 (less (d)), 65 Stat. 
330. 

June 24, 1952, ch. 457 (less 
1st and last provisos), 
66 Stat. 156. 

8067(d) ..... 10:1837(a) (as applicable 
to medical service offi-
cers). 

8067(e) ..... 10:1837(a) (as applicable 
to nurses). 

8067(f) ..... 10:1837(a) (as applicable 
to women medical spe-
cialists). 

8067(g) ..... 10:1837(a) (as applicable 
to judge advocates). 

8067(h) .... 10:1837(a) (as applicable 
to chaplains). 

8067(i) ..... 10:1837(a) (less categories 
covered by subsections 
(a)–(h)). 

10:1837(b), (c). 
10:81–2 (less 1st and last 

provisos). 

The references in clauses (4), (6), and (7) of 10:1837(a) 
are omitted, since the laws to which reference is made 

deal with qualifications for appointment as commis-
sioned officers and do not specify professional quali-
fications prerequisite to designation to duties requiring 
special training or experience. The reference in clause 
(8) is omitted as executed. 

10:1837(b) and (c) are omitted, since, except in the 
case of a reference to a law not presently in effect, 
their substance is covered by including the laws re-
ferred to in various revised sections of this title (see 
the distribution tables). 10:81–2 (less 1st and last provi-
sos) is omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsections (a)–(d), (g), and (h), the words ‘‘com-
missioned officers’’ are substituted for the word ‘‘mem-
bers’’, in 10:1837(a), since, under the laws to which ref-
erence is made, only commissioned officers may be des-
ignated to perform these functions. 

In subsections (e) and (f), the words ‘‘female commis-
sioned officers’’ are substituted for the word ‘‘mem-
bers’’, in 10:1837(a), since, under the laws to which ref-
erence is made, only female commissioned officers may 
be designated to perform these functions. 

1958 ACT 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8067(e), (f) 10 App.:166b–3. 
10 App.:1837. 

Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 654, §§ 1, 
3(b), 69 Stat. 579. 

The section is amended to reflect the authority con-
tained in the source statute to appoint male reserve of-
ficers with a view to designation as Air Force nurses or 
medical specialists. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 102–484 inserted ‘‘and chiro-
practic functions’’ after ‘‘physician assistant func-
tions’’. 

1981—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 97–86 inserted reference to 
physician assistant functions. 

1980—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–513, § 504(5)(A), struck out 
‘‘in conformity with section 8289 or 8294 of this title,’’ 
after ‘‘Secretary of the Air Force’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–513, § 504(5)(B), struck out ‘‘in 
conformity with section 8294 of this title,’’ after ‘‘pre-
scribed by the Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 96–513, § 504(5)(C), struck out ‘‘in 
conformity with section 8291 of this title,’’ after ‘‘pre-
scribed by the Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–513, § 504(5)(D), substituted 
‘‘Biomedical science functions’’ for ‘‘Medical specialist 
functions’’ and ‘‘biomedical science officers’’ for ‘‘medi-
cal specialists’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 96–513, § 504(5)(E), struck out ‘‘in 
conformity with section 8293 of this title,’’ after ‘‘pre-
scribed by the Secretary’’. 

1958—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 85–861 struck out ‘‘female’’ 
before ‘‘commissioned officers’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 85–861 struck out ‘‘female’’ before 
‘‘commissioned officers’’, and ‘‘women’’ before ‘‘medi-
cal specialists’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective Sept. 15, 1981, 
see section 701 of Pub. L. 96–513, set out as a note under 
section 101 of this title. 

§ 8069. Air Force nurses: Chief and assistant 
chief; appointment; grade 

(a) POSITIONS OF CHIEF AND ASSISTANT CHIEF.— 
There are a Chief and assistant chief of the Air 
Force Nurse Corps. 

(b) CHIEF.—The Secretary of the Air Force 
shall appoint the Chief from the officers of the 
Regular Air Force designated as Air Force 
nurses whose regular grade is above lieutenant 
colonel and who are recommended by the Sur-
geon General. An appointee who holds a lower 
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regular grade shall be appointed in the regular 
grade of major general. The Chief serves during 
the pleasure of the Secretary. 

(c) ASSISTANT CHIEF.—The Surgeon General 
shall appoint the assistant chief from the offi-
cers of the Regular Air Force designated as Air 
Force nurses whose regular grade is above lieu-
tenant colonel. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title V, § 502(b), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2511; amended Pub. L. 
105–261, div. A, title V, § 505, Oct. 17, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2004; Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title V, 
§ 504(a)(3), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2531.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–314 substituted ‘‘major 
general’’ for ‘‘brigadier general’’ in second sentence. 

1998—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–261 struck out ‘‘, but 
not for more than three years, and may not be reap-
pointed to the same position’’ after ‘‘pleasure of the 
Secretary’’. 

[§ 8071. Repealed. Pub. L. 90–130, § 1(25), Nov. 8, 
1967, 81 Stat. 382] 

Section, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 495, pro-
vided for appointment of a female Air Force officer in 
temporary grade of colonel. 

[§ 8072. Renumbered § 8037] 

§ 8074. Commands: territorial organization 

(a) Except as otherwise prescribed by law or 
by the Secretary of Defense, the Air Force shall 
be divided into such organizations as the Sec-
retary of the Air Force may prescribe. 

(b) For Air Force purposes, the United States, 
its possessions, and other places in which the 
Air Force is stationed or is operating, may be 
divided into such areas as directed by the Sec-
retary. Officers of the Air Force may be assigned 
to command Air Force activities, installations, 
and personnel in those areas. In the discharge of 
the Air Force’s functions or other functions au-
thorized by law, officers so assigned have the du-
ties and powers prescribed by the Secretary. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 495; Pub. L. 
85–599, § 4(f), Aug. 6, 1958, 72 Stat. 517; Pub. L. 
89–37, title III, § 306(a), June 11, 1965, 79 Stat. 129; 
Pub. L. 99–433, title V, § 523, Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1063; Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title IX, § 931(b), Dec. 
28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1200; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, 
title X, § 1057(a)(2), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3440.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8074(a) .....
8074(b) .....
8074(c) .....

10:1838(a)(1). 
10:1838(a)(2). 
10:1838(b). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§§ 308, 309, 65 Stat. 332. 

8074(d) ..... 10:1839. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘from time to time’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘have the duties and 
powers’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘shall perform 
such duties and exercise such powers’’. The words ‘‘of 
America’’, ‘‘elements of’’, ‘‘other provisions of’’, and 
‘‘so assigned’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–163 struck out ‘‘its Ter-
ritories,’’ after ‘‘the United States,’’. 

2001—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–107 struck out subsec. 
(c) which read as follows: ‘‘The Military Air Transport 

Service is redesignated as the Military Airlift Com-
mand.’’ 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–433 substituted ‘‘Except 
as otherwise prescribed by law or by the Secretary of 
Defense, the’’ for ‘‘The’’. 

1965—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 89–37 added subsec. (c). 
1958—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–599, § 4(f)(1), substituted 

provisions permitting the Air Force to be divided into 
such organizations as the Secretary of the Air Force 
may prescribe for provisions which established an air- 
defense, a strategic, and a tactical command in the Air 
Force. 

Subsecs. (b) to (d). Pub. L. 85–599, § 4(f)(2), redesig-
nated subsec. (d) as (b), and repealed former subsecs. (b) 
and (c) which permitted the Secretary of the Air Force 
to establish additional commands and organizations in 
the interest of efficiency and economy of operation, 
and, for the duration of any war or national emergency, 
to establish new major commands or to discontinue or 
consolidate major commands. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

Section 306(b) of Pub. L. 89–37 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) of this section [add-
ing subsec. (c)] shall become effective January 1, 1966.’’ 

§ 8075. Regular Air Force: composition 

(a) The Regular Air Force is the component of 
the Air Force that consists of persons whose 
continuous service on active duty in both peace 
and war is contemplated by law, and of retired 
members of the Regular Air Force. 

(b) The Regular Air Force includes— 
(1) the officers and enlisted members of the 

Regular Air Force; 
(2) the professors, registrar, and cadets at 

the United States Air Force Academy; and 
(3) the retired officers and enlisted members 

of the Regular Air Force. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 496; Pub. L. 
85–600, § 1(13), Aug. 6, 1958, 72 Stat. 523.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8075(a) .....
8075(b) .....

10:1832(a). 
10:1832 (less (a)). 

Sept. 19, 1951, ch. 407, 
§ 302, 65 Stat. 329; Apr. 
1, 1954, ch. 127, § 7, 68 
Stat. 48. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘holding appointments or 
enlisted in the Regular Air Force as now or hereafter 
provided by law’’, ‘‘and such other persons as are now 
or may hereafter be specified by law’’, and ‘‘commis-
sioned * * * warrant officers’’ are omitted as surplus-
age, since the revised section lists all persons in the 
Regular Air Force. 10:1832(b) (last sentence) is omitted 
as executed. 

AMENDMENTS 

1958—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 85–600 included the reg-
istrar of the Air Force Academy. 

[§§ 8076 to 8080. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, 
title XVI, § 1661(a)(3)(A), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2980] 

Section 8076, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 496, 
related to composition of Air Force Reserve. See sec-
tion 10110 of this title. 

Section 8077, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 496, 
related to composition of Air National Guard of United 
States. See section 10111 of this title. 

Section 8078, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 496, 
provided that Air National Guard is component of Air 
Force when in service of United States. See section 
10112 of this title. 
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Section 8079, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 496, 
related to status of Air National Guard of United 
States when not in Federal service. See section 10113 of 
this title. 

Section 8080, added Pub. L. 86–603, § 1(3)(A), July 7, 
1960, 74 Stat. 357, related to authority of officers of Air 
National Guard of United States with respect to Fed-
eral status. See section 10215 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Dec. 1, 1994, except as otherwise pro-
vided, see section 1691 of Pub. L. 103–337, set out as an 
Effective Date note under section 10001 of this title. 

§ 8081. Assistant Surgeon General for Dental 
Services 

There is an Assistant Surgeon General for 
Dental Services in the Air Force who is ap-
pointed by the Secretary of the Air Force upon 
the recommendation of the Surgeon General 
from officers of the Air Force above the grade of 
lieutenant colonel who are designated as dental 
officers under section 8067(b) of this title. An ap-
pointee who holds a lower regular grade shall be 
appointed in the regular grade of major general. 
The Assistant Surgeon General for Dental Serv-
ices serves at the pleasure of the Secretary. 

(Added Pub. L. 95–485, title VIII, § 805(c)(1), Oct. 
20, 1978, 92 Stat. 1622; amended Pub. L. 105–261, 
div. A, title V, § 506, Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2004; 
Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title V, § 504(a), Oct. 17, 
2006, 120 Stat. 2179.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–364 substituted ‘‘major general’’ for 
‘‘brigadier general’’. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–261 substituted ‘‘lieutenant colonel’’ 
for ‘‘major’’ and ‘‘An appointee who holds a lower regu-
lar grade shall be appointed in the regular grade of 
brigadier general. The Assistant Surgeon General for 
Dental Services serves at the pleasure of the Sec-
retary.’’ for ‘‘The term of office of the Assistant Sur-
geon General for Dental Services is four years but may 
be increased or decreased by the Secretary of the Air 
Force.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title V, § 504(b), Oct. 17, 2006, 
120 Stat. 2179, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
subsection (a) [amending this section] shall take effect 
on the date of the occurrence of the next vacancy in 
the position of Assistant Surgeon General for Dental 
Services in the Air Force that occurs after the date of 
the enactment of this Act [Oct. 17, 2006] or, if earlier, 
on the date of the appointment to the grade of major 
general of the officer who is the incumbent in that po-
sition on the date of the enactment of the Act.’’ 

§ 8084. Officer career field for space 

The Secretary of the Air Force shall establish 
and implement policies and procedures to de-
velop a career field for officers in the Air Force 
with technical competence in space-related mat-
ters to have the capability to— 

(1) develop space doctrine and concepts of 
space operations; 

(2) develop space systems; and 
(3) operate space systems. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title IX, § 912(a), 
Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1196; amended Pub. L. 
108–375, div. A, title X, § 1084(d)(32), Oct. 28, 2004, 
118 Stat. 2063.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–375 substituted ‘‘capability’’ for 
‘‘capabilty’’. 

PART II—PERSONNEL 

Chap. Sec. 

831. Strength ................................................ 8201 
833. Enlistments ........................................... 8251 
835. Appointments in the Regular Air Force 8281 
[837. Repealed.] 
839. Temporary Appointments ..................... 8441 
841. Active Duty ........................................... 8491 
843. Special Appointments, Assignments, 

Details, and Duties ............................. 8531 
845. Rank and Command .............................. 8571 
[847. Repealed.] 
849. Miscellaneous Prohibitions and Pen-

alties .................................................. 8631 
[851. Repealed.] 
853. Miscellaneous Rights and Benefits ........ 8681 
855. Hospitalization ...................................... 8721 
857. Decorations and Awards ........................ 8741 
[859. Repealed.] 
[860. Repealed.] 
861. Separation for Various Reasons ............ 8811 
[863. Repealed.] 
[865. Repealed.] 
867. Retirement for Length of Service ......... 8911 
869. Retired Grade ........................................ 8961 
871. Computation of Retired Pay ................. 8991 
873. Civilian Employees ................................ 9021 
875. Miscellaneous Investigation Require-

ments and Other Duties ..................... 9061 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title V, § 576(c)(2), Nov. 
24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1488, added item for chapter 875. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, § 1674(a), Oct. 
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3016, struck out items for chapters 837 
‘‘Appointments as Reserve Officers’’ and 863 ‘‘Separa-
tion or Transfer to Retired Reserve’’. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–513, title V, § 504(1), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2915, struck out items for chapters 859 ‘‘Separa-
tion from Regular Air Force for Substandard Perform-
ance of Duty’’, 860 ‘‘Separation from Regular Air Force 
for Moral or Professional Dereliction or in Interests of 
National Security’’, and 865 ‘‘Retirement for Age’’. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–377, § 5, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 288, 
struck out item for chapter 851 ‘‘United States Discipli-
nary Barracks’’. 

Pub. L. 90–235, § 8(6), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 764, struck 
out item for chapter 847 ‘‘The Uniform’’. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–616, §§ 7(b), 8(b), July 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 
393, 395, substituted ‘‘Substandard Performance of 
Duty’’ for ‘‘Failure to Meet Standards’’ in item for 
chapter 859 and added item for chapter 860. 

1958—Pub. L. 85–861, § 1(193), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1538, 
substituted ‘‘8841’’ for ‘‘[No present sections]’’ in item 
for chapter 863. 

CHAPTER 831—STRENGTH 

Sec. 

[8201 to 8209. Repealed.] 
8210. Regular Air Force: strength in grade; general 

officers. 
[8211 to 8230. Repealed.] 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, § 1674(b)(2), 
Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3016, struck out items 8212 ‘‘Air 
Reserve; Air National Guard of the United States: 
strength in grade; temporary increases’’, 8217 ‘‘Re-
serves: commissioned officers in an active status’’, 8218 
‘‘Reserves: strength in grade; general officers in an ac-
tive status’’, 8219 ‘‘Reserves: strength in grade; com-
missioned officers in grades below brigadier general in 
an active status’’, 8221 ‘‘Air Force Reserve’’, 8222 ‘‘Air 
Force Reserve, exclusive of members on active duty’’, 
8223 ‘‘Air Force Reserve: warrant officers’’, 8224 ‘‘Air 
National Guard of United States’’, and 8225 ‘‘Air Na-
tional Guard and Air National Guard of United States, 
exclusive of members on active duty’’. 
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