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§ 1910. Civil actions for just compensation by 
mining claim holders 

The holder of any patented or unpatented min-
ing claim subject to this chapter who believes he 
has suffered a loss by operation of this chapter, 
or by orders or regulations issued pursuant 
thereto, may bring an action in a United States 
district court to recover just compensation, 
which shall be awarded if the court finds that 
such loss constitutes a taking of property com-
pensable under the Constitution. 

(Pub. L. 94–429, § 11, Sept. 28, 1976, 90 Stat. 1344; 
Pub. L. 98–620, title IV, § 402(21), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3358.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 94–429, which, in addition 
to enacting this chapter, amended sections 123 and 
450y–2 of this title, and repealed sections 350, 350a, 447, 
and 450z of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–620 struck out provision which re-
quired the court to expedite its consideration of any 
claim brought pursuant to this section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–620 not applicable to cases 
pending on Nov. 8, 1984, see section 403 of Pub. L. 98–620, 
set out as an Effective Date note under section 1657 of 
Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

§ 1911. Acquisition of land by Secretary 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
limit the authority of the Secretary to acquire 
lands and interests in lands within the bound-
aries of any unit of the National Park System. 
The Secretary is to give prompt and careful con-
sideration to any offer made by the owner of any 
valid right or other property within the areas 
named in section 1905 of this title to sell such 
right or other property, if such owner notifies 
the Secretary that the continued ownership of 
such right or property is causing, or would re-
sult in, undue hardship. 

(Pub. L. 94–429, § 12, Sept. 28, 1976, 90 Stat. 1344.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 94–429, which, in addition 
to enacting this chapter, amended sections 123 and 
450y–2 of this title, and repealed sections 350, 350a, 447, 
and 450z of this title. 

Section 1905 of this title, referred to in text, was 
omitted from the Code. 

§ 1912. Financial disclosure by officer or em-
ployee of Secretary 

(a) Filing and availability of written statements; 
contents 

Each officer or employee of the Secretary of 
the Interior who— 

(1) performs any function or duty under this 
Act, or any Acts amended by this Act concern-
ing the regulation of mining within the Na-
tional Park System; and 

(2) has any known financial interest (A) in 
any person subject to such Acts, or (B) in any 
person who holds a mining claim within the 
boundaries of units of the National Park Sys-
tem; 

shall, beginning on February 1, 1977, annually 
file with the Secretary a written statement con-
cerning all such interests held by such officer or 
employee during the preceding calendar year. 
Such statement shall be available to the public. 

(b) Enforcement procedures 

The Secretary shall— 
(1) act within ninety days after September 

28, 1976— 
(A) to define the term ‘‘known financial 

interest’’ for purposes of subsection (a) of 
this section; and 

(B) to establish the methods by which the 
requirement to file written statements spec-
ified in subsection (a) of this section will be 
monitored and enforced, including appro-
priate provisions for the filing by such offi-
cers and employees of such statements and 
the review by the Secretary of such state-
ments; and 

(2) report to the Congress on June 1 of each 
calendar year with respect to such disclosures 
and the actions taken in regard thereto during 
the preceding calendar year. 

(c) Exemptions 

In the rules prescribed in subsection (b) of this 
section, the Secretary may identify specific po-
sitions within such agency which are of a non-
regulatory or nonpolicymaking nature and pro-
vide that officers or employees occupying such 
positions shall be exempt from the requirements 
of this section. 

(d) Violation; penalty 

Any officer or employee who is subject to, and 
knowingly violates, this section or any regula-
tion issued thereunder, shall be fined not more 
than $2,500 or imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both. 

(Pub. L. 94–429, § 13, Sept. 28, 1976, 90 Stat. 1344.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), is Pub. L. 
94–429, which enacted this chapter, amended sections 
123 and 450y–2 of this title, and repealed sections 350, 
350a, 447, and 450z of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of reporting 
provisions in subsec. (b)(2) of this section, see section 
3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note 
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance, and 
page 110 of House Document No. 103–7. 

CHAPTER 40—SOIL AND WATER RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION 

Sec. 

2001. Congressional findings. 
2002. Definitions. 
2003. Congressional policy and declaration of pur-

pose. 
2004. Continuing appraisal of soil, water, and relat-

ed resources. 
2005. Soil and water conservation program. 
2005a, 2005b. Repealed. 
2006. Reports to Congress. 
2007. Authorization of appropriations. 
2008. Utilization of available information and data. 
2009. Termination of program. 

§ 2001. Congressional findings 

The Congress finds that: 
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1 So in original. The comma probably should not appear. 

(1) There is a growing demand on the soil, 
water, and related resources of the Nation to 
meet present and future needs. 

(2) The Congress, in its concern for sustained 
use of the resource base,1 of the United States, 
has ensured that the Department of Agriculture 
possesses information, technical expertise, and a 
delivery system for providing assistance to land 
users with respect to conservation and use of 
soils; plants; woodlands; watershed protection 
and flood prevention; the conservation, develop-
ment, utilization, and disposal of water; animal 
husbandry; fish and wildlife management; recre-
ation; community development; and related re-
source uses. 

(3) Resource appraisal is basic to effective soil 
and water conservation. Since individual and 
governmental decisions concerning soil and 
water resources often transcend administrative 
boundaries and affect other programs and deci-
sions, a coordinated appraisal and program 
framework are essential. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 2, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1407; 
Pub. L. 103–354, title II, § 246(f)(2)(A), Oct. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3225.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Par. (2). Pub. L. 103–354 struck out ‘‘created the 
Soil Conservation Service’’ after ‘‘resource base,’’ and 
substituted ‘‘, has ensured that the Department of Ag-
riculture’’ for ‘‘Department of Agriculture which’’ after 
‘‘United States’’. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 95–192 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Soil and 
Water Resources Conservation Act of 1977’.’’ 

§ 2002. Definitions 

As used in this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 

of Agriculture. 
(2) The term ‘‘soil, water, and related re-

sources’’ means those resources which come 
within the scope of the programs administered 
and participated in by the Secretary of Agri-
culture. 

(3) The term ‘‘soil and water conservation pro-
gram’’ means a set of guidelines for attaining 
the purposes of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 3, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1407; 
Pub. L. 103–354, title II, § 246(f)(2)(B), Oct. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3225.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Par. (2). Pub. L. 103–354 struck out ‘‘through the 
Soil Conservation Service’’ after ‘‘Agriculture’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Enforcement functions of Secretary or other official 
in Department of Agriculture, insofar as they involve 
lands and programs under jurisdiction of that Depart-
ment, related to compliance with this chapter with re-
spect to pre-construction, construction, and initial op-
eration of transportation system for Canadian and 
Alaskan natural gas transferred to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, until first anniversary of date 
of initial operation of Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1979, §§ 102(f), 

203(a), 44 F.R. 33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 1373, 1376, effective 
July 1, 1979, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. Office of Federal In-
spector for the Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Sys-
tem abolished and functions and authority vested in In-
spector transferred to Secretary of Energy by section 
3012(b) of Pub. L. 102–486, set out as an Abolition of Of-
fice of Federal Inspector note under section 719e of 
Title 15, Commerce and Trade. Functions and authority 
vested in Secretary of Energy subsequently transferred 
to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natural Gas Trans-
portation Projects by section 720d(f) of Title 15. 

§ 2003. Congressional policy and declaration of 
purpose 

(a) Responsiveness to long-term needs 

In order to further the conservation of soil, 
water, and related resources, it is declared to be 
the policy of the United States and purpose of 
this chapter that the conduct of programs ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Agriculture for 
the conservation of such resources shall be re-
sponsive to the long-term needs of the Nation, 
as determined under the provisions of this chap-
ter. 

(b) Full utilization of cooperative arrangements 
with State agencies 

Recognizing that the arrangements under 
which the Federal Government cooperates with 
State soil and water conservation agencies and 
other appropriate State natural resource agen-
cies such as those concerned with forestry and 
fish and wildlife and, through conservation dis-
tricts, with other local units of government and 
land users, have effectively aided in the protec-
tion and improvement of the Nation’s basic re-
sources, including the restoration and mainte-
nance of resources damaged by improper use, it 
is declared to be the policy of the United States 
that these arrangements and similar coopera-
tive arrangements should be utilized to the full-
est extent practicable to achieve the purpose of 
this chapter consistent with the roles and re-
sponsibilities of the non-Federal agencies, land-
owners and land users. 

(c) Attainment of policies and purposes 

The Secretary shall promote the attainment 
of the policies and purposes expressed in this 
chapter by— 

(1) appraising on a continuing basis the soil, 
water, and related resources of the Nation; 

(2) developing and updating periodically a 
program for furthering the conservation, pro-
tection, and enhancement of the soil, water, 
and related resources of the Nation consistent 
with the roles and program responsibilities of 
other Federal agencies and State and local 
governments; and 

(3) providing to Congress and the public, 
through reports, the information developed 
pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2) of this sub-
section, and by providing Congress with an an-
nual evaluation report as provided in section 
2006 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 4, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1407.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of Agriculture 
under this chapter to Federal Inspector, Office of Fed-
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eral Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas Transportation 
System, and subsequent transfer to Secretary of En-
ergy, then to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natural 
Gas Transportation Projects, see note set out under 
section 2002 of this title. 

§ 2004. Continuing appraisal of soil, water, and 
related resources 

(a) Data 

In recognition of the importance of and need 
for obtaining and maintaining information on 
the current status of soil, water, and related re-
sources, the Secretary is authorized and di-
rected to carry out a continuing appraisal of the 
soil, water, and related resources of the Nation. 
The appraisal shall include, but not be limited 
to— 

(1) data on the quality and quantity of soil, 
water, and related resources, including fish 
and wildlife habitats; 

(2) data on the capability and limitations of 
those resources for meeting current and pro-
jected demands on the resource base; 

(3) data on the changes that have occurred in 
the status and condition of those resources re-
sulting from various past uses, including the 
impact of farming technologies, techniques, 
and practices; 

(4) data on current Federal and State laws, 
policies, programs, rights, regulations, owner-
ships, and their trends and other consider-
ations relating to the use, development, and 
conservation of soil, water, and related re-
sources; 

(5) data on the costs and benefits of alter-
native soil and water conservation practices; 
and 

(6) data on alternative irrigation techniques 
regarding their costs, benefits, and impact on 
soil and water conservation, crop production, 
and environmental factors. 

(b) Collection of data 

The appraisal shall utilize data collected 
under this chapter and pertinent data and infor-
mation collected by the Department of Agri-
culture and other Federal, State, and local agen-
cies and organizations. The Secretary shall es-
tablish an integrated system capable of using 
combinations of resource data to determine the 
quality and capabilities for alternative uses of 
the resource base and to identify areas of local, 
State, and National concerns and related roles 
pertaining to soil and water conservation, re-
source use and development, and environmental 
improvement. 

(c) Public participation 

The appraisal shall be made in cooperation 
with conservation districts, State soil and water 
conservation agencies, and other appropriate 
citizen groups, and local and State agencies 
under such procedures as the Secretary may pre-
scribe to insure public participation. 

(d) Completion dates 

The Secretary shall conduct four comprehen-
sive appraisals under this section, to be com-
pleted by December 31, 1979, December 31, 1986, 
December 31, 1995, and December 31, 2005, respec-
tively. The Secretary may make such additional 
interim appraisals as the Secretary considers 
appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 5, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1408; 
Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1252(a), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1516.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99–198 amended subsec. (d) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (d) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The appraisal shall be completed by December 
31, 1979, and at each five-year interval thereafter during 
the period this chapter is in effect.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of Agriculture 
under this chapter to Federal Inspector, Office of Fed-
eral Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas Transportation 
System, and subsequent transfer to Secretary of En-
ergy, then to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natural 
Gas Transportation Projects, see note set out under 
section 2002 of this title. 

§ 2005. Soil and water conservation program 

(a) Program development 

The Secretary is hereby authorized and di-
rected to develop in cooperation with and par-
ticipation by the public through conservation 
districts, State and national organizations and 
agencies, and other appropriate means, a na-
tional soil and water conservation program 
(hereinafter called the ‘‘program’’) to be used as 
a guide in carrying out the activities of the Sec-
retary which assist landowners and land users, 
at their request, in furthering soil and water 
conservation on the private and non-Federal 
lands of the Nation. The program shall set forth 
direction for future soil and water conservation 
efforts of the United States Department of Agri-
culture based on the current soil, water, and re-
lated resource appraisal developed in accordance 
with section 2004 of this title, taking into con-
sideration both the long- and short-term needs 
of the Nation, the landowners, and the land 
users, and the roles and responsibilities of Fed-
eral, State, and local governments in such con-
servation efforts. The program shall also include 
but not be limited to— 

(1) analysis of the Nation’s soil, water, and 
related resource problems; 

(2) analysis of existing Federal, State, and 
local government authorities and adjustments 
needed; 

(3) an evaluation of the effectiveness of the 
soil and water conservation ongoing programs 
and the overall progress being achieved by 
Federal, State, and local programs and the 
landowners and land users in meeting the soil 
and water conservation objectives of this 
chapter; 

(4) identification and evaluation of alter-
native methods for the conservation, protec-
tion, environmental improvement, and en-
hancement of soil and water resources, in the 
context of alternative time frames, and a rec-
ommendation of the preferred alternatives and 
the extent to which they are being imple-
mented; 

(5) investigation and analysis of the prac-
ticability, desirability, and feasibility of col-
lecting organic waste materials, including ma-
nure, crop and food wastes, industrial organic 
waste, municipal sewage sludge, logging and 
wood-manufacturing residues, and any other 
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organic refuse, composting, or similarly treat-
ing such materials, transporting and placing 
such materials onto the land to improve soil 
tilth and fertility. The analysis shall include 
the projected cost of such collection, transpor-
tation, and placement in accordance with 
sound locally approved soil and water con-
servation practices; 

(6) analysis of the Federal and non-Federal 
inputs required to implement the program; 

(7) analysis of costs and benefits of alter-
native soil and water conservation practices; 
and 

(8) investigation and analysis of alternative 
irrigation techniques regarding their costs, 
benefits, and impact on soil and water con-
servation, crop production, and environmental 
factors. 

(b) Completion dates 

The initial program shall be completed not 
later than December 31, 1979, and program up-
dates shall be completed by December 31, 1987, 
December 31, 1997, and December 31, 2007, respec-
tively. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 6, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1409; 
Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1252(b), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1516; Pub. L. 103–354, title II, § 246(f)(2)(C), 
Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3225.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–354 in first sentence of 
introductory provisions substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for 
‘‘Soil Conservation Service’’ before ‘‘which assist’’. 

1985—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–198 amended subsec. (b) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The program plan shall be completed not later 
than December 31, 1979, and be updated at each five- 
year interval thereafter during the period this chapter 
is in effect.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of Agriculture 
under this chapter to Federal Inspector, Office of Fed-
eral Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas Transportation 
System, and subsequent transfer to Secretary of En-
ergy, then to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natural 
Gas Transportation Projects, see note set out under 
section 2002 of this title. 

§ 2005a. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–127, title III, 
§ 336(e), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1007 

Section, Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1251, Dec. 23, 1985, 
99 Stat. 1516, related to technical assistance for water 
resources. 

§ 2005b. Repealed. Pub. L. 107–171, title II, 
§ 2502(b), May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 267 

Section, Pub. L. 104–127, title III, § 386, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1017, related to conservation of private grazing 
land. See section 3839bb of this title. 

§ 2006. Reports to Congress 

(a) Appraisal, program, and detailed statement of 
policy when Congress convenes 

(1) At the time Congress convenes in 1980, 1987, 
1996, and 2006, the President shall transmit to 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President of the Senate the appraisal devel-
oped under section 2004 of this title and com-
pleted prior to the end of the previous year. 

(2) At the time Congress convenes in 1980, 1988, 
1998, and 2008, the President shall transmit to 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President of the Senate the initial program 
or updated program developed under section 2005 
of this title and completed prior to the end of 
the previous year, together with a detailed 
statement of policy regarding soil and water 
conservation activities of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture. 

(b) Annual report accompanying budget covering 
program effectiveness 

The Secretary, during budget preparation for 
fiscal year 1982 and annually thereafter during 
the period this chapter is in effect, shall prepare 
and transmit to the Congress, through the Presi-
dent, a report to accompany the budget which 
evaluates the program’s effectiveness in attain-
ing the purposes of this chapter. The report, pre-
pared in concise summary form with appropriate 
detailed appendices, shall contain pertinent data 
from the current resource appraisal required to 
be prepared by section 2004 of this title, shall set 
forth the progress in implementing the program 
required to be developed by section 2005 of this 
title, and shall contain appropriate measure-
ments of pertinent costs and benefits. The eval-
uation shall assess the balance between eco-
nomic factors and environmental quality fac-
tors. The report shall also indicate plans for im-
plementing action and recommendations for new 
legislation where warranted. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 7, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1410; 
Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1252(c), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1516.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1252(c)(1), added 
subsec. (a) and struck out former subsec. (a) which read 
as follows: ‘‘On the first day Congress convenes in 1980 
and at each five-year interval thereafter during the pe-
riod this chapter is in effect the President shall trans-
mit to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President of the Senate, the appraisal and the pro-
gram as required by sections 2004 and 2005 of this title, 
together with a detailed statement of policy regarding 
soil and water conservation activities of the United 
States Department of Agriculture.’’ 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1252(c)(2), (3), struck 
out subsec. (b) which provided for an annual report of 
program and policy achievement, and redesignated sub-
sec. (c) as (b). 

§ 2007. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
funds as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 8, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1411.) 

§ 2008. Utilization of available information and 
data 

In the implementation of this chapter, the 
Secretary shall utilize information and data 
available from other Federal, State, and local 
governments, and private organizations and he 
shall coordinate his actions with the resource 
appraisal and planning efforts of other Federal 
agencies and avoid unnecessary duplication and 
overlap of planning and program efforts. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 9, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1411.) 
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1 See 1990 Amendment note below. 
2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘(17)’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of Agriculture 
under this chapter to Federal Inspector, Office of Fed-
eral Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, and subsequent transfer to Secretary of 
Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natu-
ral Gas Transportation Projects, see note set out under 
section 2002 of this title. 

§ 2009. Termination of program 

The provisions of this chapter shall terminate 
on December 31, 2008. 

(Pub. L. 95–192, § 10, Nov. 18, 1977, 91 Stat. 1411; 
Pub. L. 99–198, title XII, § 1252(d), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1517.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–198 substituted ‘‘2008’’ for ‘‘1985’’. 

CHAPTER 41—COOPERATIVE FORESTRY 
ASSISTANCE 

Sec. 

2101. Findings, purpose, and policy. 
2102. Rural forestry assistance. 
2103. Forest land enhancement program. 
2103a. Forest Stewardship Program. 
2103b. Watershed forestry assistance program. 
2103c. Forest Legacy Program. 
2104. Forest health protection. 
2105. Urban and community forestry assistance. 
2106. Rural fire prevention and control. 
2106a. Emergency reforestation assistance. 
2106b. Use of money collected from States for fire 

suppression assistance. 
2106c. Enhanced community fire protection. 
2107. Financial, technical, and related assistance 

to States. 
2108. Consolidation of payments. 
2109. General provisions. 
2110. Statement of limitation. 
2111. Other Federal programs. 
2112. Cooperative national forest products market-

ing program. 
2113. Federal, State, and local coordination and co-

operation. 
2114. Administration. 

§ 2101. Findings, purpose, and policy 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) most of the productive forest land of the 

United States is in private, State, and local 
governmental ownership, and the capacity of 
the United States to produce renewable forest 
resources is significantly dependent on such 
non-Federal forest lands; 

(2) adequate supplies of timber and other for-
est resources are essential to the United 
States, and adequate supplies are dependent 
on efficient methods for establishing, manag-
ing, and harvesting trees and processing, mar-
keting, and using wood and wood products; 

(3) nearly one-half of the wood supply of the 
United States comes from nonindustrial pri-
vate timberlands and such percentage could 
rise with expanded assistance programs; 

(4) managed forest lands provide habitats for 
fish and wildlife, as well as aesthetics, outdoor 
recreation opportunities, and other forest re-
sources; 

(5) the soil, water, and air quality of the 
United States can be maintained and improved 

through good stewardship of privately held 
forest resources; 

(6) insects and diseases affecting trees occur 
and sometimes create emergency conditions 
on all land, whether Federal or non-Federal, 
and efforts to prevent and control such insects 
and diseases often require coordinated action 
by both Federal and non-Federal land man-
agers; 

(7) fires in rural areas threaten human lives, 
property, forests and other resources, and Fed-
eral-State cooperation in forest fire protection 
has proven effective and valuable; 

(8) trees and forests are of great environ-
mental and economic value to urban areas; 

(9) managed forests contribute to improving 
the quality, quantity, and timing of water 
yields that are of broad benefit to society; 

(10) over half the forest lands of the United 
States are in need of some type of conserva-
tion treatment; 

(11) forest landowners are being faced with 
increased pressure to convert their forest land 
to development and other purposes; 

(12) increased population pressures and user 
demands are being placed on private, as well 
as public, landholders to provide a wide vari-
ety of products and services, including fish 
and wildlife habitat, aesthetic quality, and 
recreational opportunities; 

(13) stewardship of privately held forest re-
sources requires a long-term commitment that 
can be fostered through local, State, and Fed-
eral governmental actions; 

(14) the Department of Agriculture, through 
the coordinated efforts of its agencies with 
forestry responsibilities, cooperating with 
other Federal agencies, State foresters, and 
State political subdivisions, has the expertise 
and experience to assist private landowners in 
achieving individual goals and public benefits 
regarding forestry; 

(15) the products and services resulting from 
nonindustrial private forest land stewardship 
provide income and employment that contrib-
ute to the economic health and diversity of 
rural communities; 1 

(16) sustainable agroforestry systems and 
tree planting in semiarid lands can improve 
environmental quality and maintain farm 
yields and income; and 1 

(18) 2 the same forest resource supply, protec-
tion, and management issues that exist in the 
United States are also present on an inter-
national scale, and the forest and rangeland 
renewable resources of the world are threat-
ened by deforestation due to conversion to ag-
riculture of lands better suited to other pur-
poses, over-grazing, over-harvesting, and other 
causes which pose a direct adverse threat to 
people, the global environment, and the world 
economy.1 

(b) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this chapter to authorize 
the Secretary of Agriculture (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’), with re-
spect to non-Federal forest lands in the United 
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