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on the Sergeant at Arms of the next preceding 
House of Representatives. 

(R.S. §§ 31–33; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 202(2), 
Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1724.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 31 derived from acts Feb. 21, 1867, ch. 56, § 1, 14 
Stat. 397 and Mar. 3, 1863, ch. 108, 12 Stat. 804. 

R.S. §§ 32 and 33 derived from act Feb. 21, 1867, ch. 56, 
§ 2, 14 Stat. 397. 

R.S. § 31 constitutes first sentence; R.S. § 32 con-
stitutes second sentence; and R.S. § 33 constituted the 
third sentence, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 104–186. See 
1996 Amendment note below. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 struck out third sentence which 
read as follows: ‘‘In case of vacancies in the offices of 
both the Clerk and the Sergeant at Arms, or of the ab-
sence or inability of both to act, the duties of the Clerk 
relative to the preparation of the roll of the House of 
Representatives or the organization of the House shall 
be performed by the Doorkeeper of the next preceding 
House of Representatives.’’ See Codification note 
above. 

§ 27. Change of place of meeting 

Whenever Congress is about to convene, and 
from the prevalence of contagious sickness, or 
the existence of other circumstances, it would, 
in the opinion of the President, be hazardous to 
the lives or health of the members to meet at 
the seat of Government, the President is author-
ized, by proclamation, to convene Congress at 
such other place as he may judge proper. 

(R.S. § 34.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 34 derived from act Apr. 3, 1794, ch. 17, 1 Stat. 
353. 

§ 28. Parliamentary precedents of House of Rep-
resentatives 

(a) Periodic compilation; other useful materials; 
index digest; date of completion 

The Parliamentarian of the House of Rep-
resentatives, at the beginning of the fifth fiscal 
year following the completion and publication of 
the parliamentary precedents of the House au-
thorized by the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tion Act, 1966 (79 Stat. 270; Public Law 89–90), 
and at the beginning of each fifth fiscal year 
thereafter, shall commence the compilation and 
preparation for printing of the parliamentary 
precedents of the House of Representatives, to-
gether with such other materials as may be use-
ful in connection therewith, and an index digest 
of such precedents and other materials. Each 
such compilation and preparation for printing of 
the parliamentary precedents of the House shall 
be completed by the close of the fiscal year im-
mediately following the fiscal year in which 
such work is commenced. 

(b) Form, number, and distribution of compila-
tion 

As so compiled and prepared, such precedents 
and other materials and index digest shall be 
printed on pages of such size, and in such type 
and format, as the Parliamentarian may deter-
mine and shall be printed in such numbers and 
for such distribution as may be provided by law 
enacted prior to printing. 

(c) Appointment and compensation of personnel; 
utilization of services of personnel of Federal 
agencies 

For the purpose of carrying out each such 
compilation and preparation, the Parliamen-
tarian may—

(1) subject to the approval of the Speaker, 
appoint (as employees of the House of Rep-
resentatives) clerical and other personnel and 
fix their respective rates of pay; and 

(2) utilize the services of personnel of the Li-
brary of Congress and the Government Print-
ing Office. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title III, § 331, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1186.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1966, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 89–90, July 27, 1965, 79 
Stat. 265. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Tables. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective immediately prior to noon on Jan. 
3, 1971, see section 601(1) of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as an 
Effective Date of 1970 Amendment note under section 
72a of this title. 

§ 28a. Compilation of the Precedents of House of 
Representatives; date of completion; biennial 
update; printing and availability of copies 

The Speaker is authorized and directed to 
complete the Compilation of the Precedents of 
the House of Representatives by January 1, 1977, 
and prepare an updated compilation of such 
precedents every two years thereafter. Copies of 
the Compilation of Precedents shall be printed 
in sufficient quantity to be available to every 
Member and the standing committees of the 
House of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, Dec. 27, 1974, 88 
Stat. 1777.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 208 of House Resolution 
No. 988, Ninety-third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, which was 
enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 93–554. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 93–554 provided that the enactment of House 
Resolution No. 988, Ninety-third Congress, into perma-
nent law is effective Jan. 2, 1975. 

§ 28b. Printing and binding as public document 
of Precedents of House of Representatives; 
number of sets authorized 

(a) There shall be printed and bound as a pub-
lic document two thousand sets of the Prec-
edents of the House of Representatives compiled 
and prepared by Lewis Deschler (hereinafter in 
sections 28b to 28e of this title referred to as the 
‘‘Precedents’’) in accordance with the provisions 
of the Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 
1966 (Public Law 89–90; 79 Stat. 265). 

(b) The number of sets authorized to be print-
ed and bound by or pursuant to sections 28b to 
28e of this title shall be in lieu of the usual num-
ber of copies for binding and distribution re-
quired by section 701 of title 44. 

(Pub. L. 94–551, § 1, Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2537.) 
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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a comma. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1966, re-
ferred to in text, is Pub. L. 89–90, July 27, 1965, 79 Stat. 
265. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Tables. 

§ 28c. Distribution of Precedents by Public 
Printer 

(a) Delivery to Members of Ninety-fifth Congress; 
marking of volumes 

The Public Printer shall deliver one set of the 
Precedents to each Senator or Representative 
in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, 
the Ninety-fifth Congress. The name of the 
Member to whom the set is delivered shall be 
legibly stamped on the front cover of each vol-
ume of the set. 

(b) Members of Congress following Ninety-fifth 
Congress not already having sets of Prece-
dents; necessity of written request to Super-
intendent of Documents for set 

Each Senator or Representative in, or Dele-
gate or Resident Commissioner to, each Con-
gress following the Ninety-fifth Congress who 
has not theretofore received a set of the Prece-
dents shall be entitled to receive one set of the 
Precedents, upon transmitting a written request 
for such set to the Superintendent of Docu-
ments. 

(c) Additional distribution of sets 

The Public Printer shall make the following 
distribution of sets of the Precedents: 

(1) to the office of the Vice President, to the 
office of the speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and to the office of the President 
pro tempore of the Senate, each, five sets; 

(2) to the office of the majority leader of the 
House of Representatives and to the office of 
the minority leader of the House of Represent-
atives, each, three sets; 

(3) to the Parliamentarian of the House of 
Representatives, sixty sets; 

(4) to the Parliamentarian of the Senate, 
five sets; 

(5) to the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives and to the Sergeant at Arms of the 
House of Representatives, each 1 two sets; 

(6) to the Secretary of the Senate and to the 
Sergeant at Arms of the Senate, each, two 
sets; 

(7) to the superintendent of the House docu-
ment room, two sets; 

(8) to the superintendent of the Senate docu-
ment room, two sets; 

(9) to the Library of Congress, for inter-
national exchange and for official use in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, one hundred and 
fifty sets; 

(10) to the National Archives, three sets; 
(11) to the government of the District of Co-

lumbia, twelve sets; 
(12) to the Smithsonian Institute, two sets; 
(13) to the library of each legislative branch 

of each State, territory, and possession of the 
United States, one set; and 

(14) to the Superintendent of Documents, 
eight hundred and sixteen sets for distribution 
to the depository library system. 

(Pub. L. 94–551, § 2, Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2537; 
Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 202(3), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1724.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 104–186, § 202(3)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Representatives, each’’ for ‘‘Representives, 
each’’. 

Subsec. (c)(5). Pub. L. 104–186, § 202(3)(B), substituted 
‘‘and to the Sergeant at Arms of the House of Rep-
resentatives, each two sets’’ for ‘‘, to the Sergeant at 
Arms of the House of Representatives, and to the Door-
keeper of the House of Representatives, each, two 
sets’’. 

§ 28d. Distribution of Precedents by Public Print-
er for official use; particular distribution; 
marking and ownership of sets 

(a) The Public Printer shall make the follow-
ing distribution of sets of the Precedents; 

(1) to each standing or joint committee of 
the Congress which is in existence on October 
18, 1976, or which is established after October 
18, 1976, four sets; 

(2) to the office of the Legislative Counsel of 
the House of Representatives, five sets; 

(3) to the office of the Legislative Counsel of 
the Senate, five sets; 

(4) to the library of the House of Representa-
tives, four sets; 

(5) to the library of the Senate, two sets; 
(6) to the library of the Supreme Court of 

the United States, nine sets; 
(7) to the office of the Official Reporter of 

Debates of the House of Representatives, three 
sets; and 

(8) to the office of the Official Reporter of 
Debates of the Senate, three sets.

(b) Each set of Precedents distributed by the 
Public Printer under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion shall be for official use. Each such set shall 
be legibly stamped on the front cover ‘‘Property 
of the United States Government.’’ Each such 
set, upon delivery, shall become and remain the 
property of the United States, and may not be 
removed from the building in which is located 
the designated library or office, as the case may 
be. 

(Pub. L. 94–551, § 3, Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2538.) 

§ 28e. Distribution of Precedents by Joint Com-
mittee on Printing of surplus sets; additional 
printing, etc., of sets under authority of Joint 
Committee 

(a) Any set of the Precedents printed and 
bound pursuant to subsection (a) of section 28b 
of this title, not needed to carry out the dis-
tributions required by sections 28b to 28e of this 
title, shall be distributed under the direction of 
the Joint Committee on Printing. 

(b) The Joint Committee on Printing may 
from time to time authorize and direct that ad-
ditional sets of the Precedents, be printed, 
bound, and distributed in such manner as the 
Joint Committee determines will best carry out 
the purposes of sections 28b to 28e of this title. 

(Pub. L. 94–551, § 4, Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2538.) 
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