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TITLE 6—DOMESTIC SECURITY

Chap. Sec. 

1. Homeland Security Organization ... 101
2. National Emergency Management 701
3. Security and Accountability for 

Every Port ......................................... 901

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior Title 6, Surety Bonds, was enacted by act 

July 30, 1947, ch. 390, § 1, 61 Stat. 646, and was repealed 

by act Sept. 13, 1982, Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), 96 Stat. 1068, 

1085. 

Sections 1 to 5 were repealed by Pub. L. 92–310, title 

II, § 203(1), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 202. 

Section 1, acts July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 646; Oct. 

31, 1951, ch. 655, § 13, 65 Stat. 715, related to custody of 

official bonds. 

Section 2, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 647, di-

rected examination at least once every two years of 

sufficiency of sureties on official bonds. 

Section 3, acts July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 647; Sept. 

3, 1954, ch. 1263, § 15, 68 Stat. 1231, related to renewal of 

bonds and continuance of liability. 

Section 4, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 647, relat-

ed to notice of delinquency of principal. The provisions 

of the section were reenacted by section 260 of Pub. L. 

92–310, which was classified to section 497a of former 

Title 31. See section 3532 of Title 31, Money and Fi-

nance. 

Section 5, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 648, relat-

ed to limitation of actions against sureties. 

Sections 6 to 13 were repealed by Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), 

Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1068, 1085. 

Section 6, acts July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 648; Aug. 

9, 1955, ch. 683, § 2, 69 Stat. 620; June 6, 1972, Pub. L. 

92–310, title II, § 203(2), 86 Stat. 202, related to surety 

companies as sureties. See section 9304 of Title 31, 

Money and Finance. 

Section 7, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 648, relat-

ed to appointment of agents and service of process with 

regards to surety companies as sureties. See section 

9306 of Title 31. 

Section 8, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 649, relat-

ed to deposit of copy of charter of surety company be-

fore transacting business under sections 6 to 13 of this 

title. See section 9305 of Title 31. 

Section 9, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 649, relat-

ed to quarterly statements of surety companies filed 

with Secretary of the Treasury. See section 9305 of 

Title 31. 

Section 10, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 649, re-

lated to jurisdiction over surety companies with re-

gards to suits on bonds. See section 9307 of Title 31. 

Section 11, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 649, pro-

vided sanctions for nonpayment of a judgment by sur-

ety company. See section 9305 of Title 31. 

Section 12, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 649, es-

topped a surety company to deny its corporate powers, 

etc. See section 9307 of Title 31. 

Section 13, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 650, pro-

vided for fining of surety companies for their failure to 

comply with law. See section 9308 of Title 31. 

Section 14, acts July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 650; Aug. 

9, 1955, ch. 683, § 1, 69 Stat. 618, which related to pur-

chase of bonds to cover officers and employees of Fed-

eral Government, was repealed by Pub. L. 92–310, title 

II, § 203(1), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 202. 

Section 15, act July 30, 1947, ch. 390, 61 Stat. 650, 

which related to bonds and notes of United States in 

lieu of recognizance, stipulation, bond, guarantee, or 

undertaking and contractors’ bonds, was repealed by 

Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1068, 1085. 

See sections 9301 and 9303 of Title 31, Money and Fi-

nance.
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§ 101. Definitions 

In this chapter, the following definitions 

apply: 
(1) Each of the terms ‘‘American homeland’’ 

and ‘‘homeland’’ means the United States. 
(2) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 

committee’’ means any committee of the 

House of Representatives or the Senate having 

legislative or oversight jurisdiction under the 

Rules of the House of Representatives or the 

Senate, respectively, over the matter con-

cerned. 
(3) The term ‘‘assets’’ includes contracts, fa-

cilities, property, records, unobligated or un-

expended balances of appropriations, and other 

funds or resources (other than personnel). 
(4) The term ‘‘critical infrastructure’’ has 

the meaning given that term in section 

5195c(e) of title 42. 
(5) The term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-

partment of Homeland Security. 
(6) The term ‘‘emergency response provid-

ers’’ includes Federal, State, and local govern-

mental and nongovernmental emergency pub-

lic safety, fire, law enforcement, emergency 

response, emergency medical (including hos-

pital emergency facilities), and related person-

nel, agencies, and authorities. 
(7) The term ‘‘executive agency’’ means an 

executive agency and a military department, 

as defined, respectively, in sections 105 and 102 

of title 5. 

(8) The term ‘‘functions’’ includes authori-

ties, powers, rights, privileges, immunities, 

programs, projects, activities, duties, and re-

sponsibilities. 

(9) The term ‘‘key resources’’ means publicly 

or privately controlled resources essential to 

the minimal operations of the economy and 

government. 

(10) The term ‘‘local government’’ means—

(A) a county, municipality, city, town, 

township, local public authority, school dis-

trict, special district, intrastate district, 

council of governments (regardless of wheth-

er the council of governments is incor-

porated as a nonprofit corporation under 

State law), regional or interstate govern-

ment entity, or agency or instrumentality of 

a local government; 

(B) an Indian tribe or authorized tribal or-

ganization, or in Alaska a Native village or 

Alaska Regional Native Corporation; and 

(C) a rural community, unincorporated 

town or village, or other public entity.

(11) The term ‘‘major disaster’’ has the 

meaning given in section 5122(2) of title 42. 
(12) The term ‘‘personnel’’ means officers 

and employees. 
(13) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of Homeland Security. 
(14) The term ‘‘State’’ means any State of 

the United States, the District of Columbia, 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 

Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Com-

monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 

and any possession of the United States. 

(15) The term ‘‘terrorism’’ means any activ-

ity that—

(A) involves an act that—

(i) is dangerous to human life or poten-

tially destructive of critical infrastructure 

or key resources; and 

(ii) is a violation of the criminal laws of 

the United States or of any State or other 

subdivision of the United States; and

(B) appears to be intended—

(i) to intimidate or coerce a civilian pop-

ulation; 

(ii) to influence the policy of a govern-

ment by intimidation or coercion; or 

(iii) to affect the conduct of a govern-

ment by mass destruction, assassination, 

or kidnapping.

(16)(A) The term ‘‘United States’’, when used 

in a geographic sense, means any State of the 

United States, the District of Columbia, the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-

lands, Guam, American Samoa, the Common-

wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, any 

possession of the United States, and any wa-

ters within the jurisdiction of the United 

States. 

(B) Nothing in this paragraph or any other 

provision of this chapter shall be construed to 

modify the definition of ‘‘United States’’ for 

the purposes of the Immigration and National-

ity Act [8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.] or any other im-

migration or nationality law. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, § 2, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2140; 

Pub. L. 109–295, title VI, § 612(d), Oct. 4, 2006, 120 

Stat. 1410; Pub. L. 109–347, title VI, § 613, Oct. 13, 

2006, 120 Stat. 1943.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 107–296, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2135, known as the Homeland Security Act of 2002, 

which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out below and Tables. 

The Immigration and Nationality Act, referred to in 

par. (16)(B), is act June 27, 1952, ch. 477, 66 Stat. 163, as 

amended, which is classified principally to chapter 12 

(§ 1101 et seq.) of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 1101 of Title 8 

and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Par. (6). Pub. L. 109–347 inserted ‘‘governmental 

and nongovernmental’’ after ‘‘local’’. 

Pub. L. 109–295 inserted ‘‘fire,’’ after ‘‘safety,’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 107–296, § 4, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2142, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] 
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