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fee which shall, as nearly as may be, cover the 
cost of the service rendered: Provided, That when 
cooperative arrangements satisfactory to the 
Secretary, or his designated representative, for 
carrying out the purposes of this chapter cannot 
be made the fees collected hereunder in such 
cases shall be available until expended to defray 
the cost of the service rendered, and in such 
cases the limitations on the amounts expended 
for the purchase and maintenance of motor-pro-
pelled passenger-carrying vehicles shall not be 
applicable: Provided further, That certificates is-
sued by the authorized agents of the United 
States Department of Agriculture shall be re-
ceived in all courts of the United States as 
prima facie evidence of the truth of the state-
ments therein contained. 

(Pub. L. 86–687, § 5, Sept. 2, 1960, 74 Stat. 734.) 

§ 596. Refusal of certificates for violations of law; 
penalties for violations 

After opportunity for hearing the Secretary is 
authorized to refuse the issuance of certificates 
under this chapter for periods not exceeding 
ninety days to any person who ships or offers for 
shipment any grapes or plums in foreign com-
merce in violation of any of the provisions of 
this chapter. Any person or any common carrier 
or any transportation agency violating any of 
the provisions of this chapter shall be fined not 
less than $100 nor more than $10,000 by a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

(Pub. L. 86–687, § 6, Sept. 2, 1960, 74 Stat. 734.) 

§ 597. Rules and regulations; cooperation with 
other agencies; compensation of officers and 
employees; effect on other laws 

The Secretary may make such rules, regula-
tions, and orders, and require such reports, as 
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this chapter, and may cooperate with any de-
partment or agency of the Government, any 
State, Territory, District, or possession, or de-
partment, agency, or political subdivision there-
of, or any person, whether operating in one or 
more jurisdictions; and shall have the power to 
appoint, remove, and fix the compensation of 
such officers and employees not in conflict with 
existing law, and make such expenditures for 
rent outside the District of Columbia, printing, 
binding, telegrams, telephones, law books, books 
of reference, publications, furniture, stationery, 
office equipment, travel, and other supplies and 
expenses including reporting services, as shall 
be necessary to the administration of this chap-
ter in the District of Columbia and elsewhere, 
and as may be appropriated for by Congress. 
This chapter shall not abrogate nor nullify any 
other statute, whether State or Federal, dealing 
with the same subjects as this chapter; but it is 
intended that all such statutes shall remain in 
full force and effect except insofar as they are 
inconsistent herewith or repugnant hereto. 

(Pub. L. 86–687, § 7, Sept. 2, 1960, 74 Stat. 735.) 

§ 598. Separability 

If any provision of the chapter or the applica-
tion thereof to any person or circumstances is 
held invalid, the validity of the remainder of the 

chapter and of the application of such provision 
to other persons and circumstances shall not be 
affected thereby. 

(Pub. L. 86–687, § 8, Sept. 2, 1960, 74 Stat. 735.) 

§ 599. Definitions 

When used in this chapter— 
(1) The term ‘‘person’’ includes individuals, 

partnerships, corporations, and associations. 
(2) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of Agriculture. 
(3) Except as provided herein, the term ‘‘for-

eign commerce’’ means commerce between 
any State, or the District of Columbia, and 
any place outside of the United States or its 
possessions. 

(4) The term ‘‘grapes’’ means vinifera species 
table grapes, European type, whether or not 
they have been in storage. 

(5) The term ‘‘plums’’ means both European 
and Japanese type, whether or not they have 
been in storage, but does not mean Italian- 
type prunes, nor damson-type plums. 

(Pub. L. 86–687, § 9, Sept. 2, 1960, 74 Stat. 735.) 
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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a comma. 
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SUBCHAPTER I—DECLARATION OF 
CONDITIONS AND POLICY 

§ 601. Declaration of conditions 

It is declared that the disruption of the or-
derly exchange of commodities in interstate 
commerce impairs the purchasing power of 
farmers and destroys the value of agricultural 
assets which support the national credit struc-
ture and that these conditions affect trans-
actions in agricultural commodities with a na-
tional public interest, and burden and obstruct 
the normal channels of interstate commerce. 

(May 12, 1933, ch. 25, title I, § 1, 48 Stat. 31; June 
3, 1937, ch. 296, §§ 1, 2(a), 50 Stat. 246.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–215, § 1, Apr. 11, 2006, 120 Stat. 328, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 608c of this title and 
enacting provisions set out as notes under section 608c 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Milk Regulatory Eq-
uity Act of 2005’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 8(a) of act June 16, 1933, ch. 90, 48 Stat. 199, 
provided in part that title I of act May 12, 1933, which 
is classified to this chapter, may for all purposes be re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Agricultural Adjustment Act.’’ 

VALIDITY OF CERTAIN SECTIONS AFFIRMED 

Act June 3, 1937, ch. 296, §§ 1, 2, 50 Stat. 246, provided 
as follows: ‘‘The following provisions of the Agricul-
tural Adjustment Act, as amended, not having been in-
tended for the control of the production of agricultural 
commodities, and having been intended to be effective 
irrespective of the validity of any other provision of 
that Act are expressly affirmed and validated, and are 
reenacted without change except as provided in section 
2: 

‘‘(a) Section 1 (relating to the declaration of emer-
gency [this section]): 

‘‘(b) Section 2 (relating to declaration of policy [sec-
tion 602 of this title]): 

‘‘(c) Section 8a(5), (6), (7), (8), and (9) (relating to vio-
lations and enforcement [section 608a(5), (6), (7), (8), and 
(9) of this title]); 

‘‘(d) Section 8b (relating to marketing agreements 
[section 608b of this title]); 

‘‘(e) Section 8c (relating to orders [section 608c of this 
title]); 

‘‘(f) Section 8d (relating to books and records [section 
608d of this title]); 

‘‘(g) Section 8e (relating to determination of base pe-
riod [former section 608e of this title]); 

‘‘(h) Section 10(a), (b)(2), (c), (f), (g), (h), and (i) (mis-
cellaneous provisions [section 610(a), (b)(2), (c), (f), (g), 
(h), and (i) of this title]); 

‘‘(i) Section 12(a) and (c) (relating to appropriation 
and expenses [section 612(a) and (c) of this title]); 

‘‘(j) Section 14 (relating to separability [section 614 of 
this title]); 

‘‘(k) Section 22 (relating to imports [section 624 of 
this title]). 

‘‘SEC. 2. The following provisions, reenacted in sec-
tion I of this act, are amended as follows: * * * [sec-
tions 601, 602(1), 608a(6), 608c(5)(B)(d), (6)(B), (6)(B)(18), 
(19), 610(c), (f), 612(a) of this title].’’ 

Section 2 of act June 3, 1937, also added subsec. (j) to 
section 610. 

Section 2 of act June 3, 1937, was amended by act Aug. 
5, 1937, ch. 567, 50 Stat. 563, which amending act pro-
vided for amendments to subsecs. (2) and (6) of section 
608c of this title. 

§ 602. Declaration of policy; establishment of 
price basing period; marketing standards; or-
derly supply flow; circumstances for con-
tinued regulation 

It is declared to be the policy of Congress— 
(1) Through the exercise of the powers con-

ferred upon the Secretary of Agriculture under 
this chapter, to establish and maintain such 
orderly marketing conditions for agricultural 
commodities in interstate commerce as will 
establish, as the prices to farmers, parity 
prices as defined by section 1301(a)(1) of this 
title. 

(2) To protect the interest of the consumer 
by (a) approaching the level of prices which it 
is declared to be the policy of Congress to es-
tablish in subsection (1) of this section by 
gradual correction of the current level at as 
rapid a rate as the Secretary of Agriculture 
deems to be in the public interest and feasible 
in view of the current consumptive demand in 
domestic and foreign markets, and (b) author-
izing no action under this chapter which has 
for its purpose the maintenance of prices to 
farmers above the level which it is declared to 
be the policy of Congress to establish in sub-
section (1) of this section. 

(3) Through the exercise of the powers con-
ferred upon the Secretary of Agriculture under 
this chapter, to establish and maintain such 
production research, marketing research, and 
development projects provided in section 
608c(6)(I) of this title, such container and pack 
requirements provided in section 608c(6)(H) of 
this title 1 such minimum standards of quality 
and maturity and such grading and inspection 
requirements for agricultural commodities 
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