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§ 10707. Restrictions on activities of the Institute 

(a) Litigation; interference with independence of 
State judiciary; funding of State judicial sys-
tem activities other than pursuant to this 
chapter; legislative lobbying 

The Institute shall not— 
(1) participate in litigation unless the Insti-

tute or a recipient of the Institute is a party, 
and shall not participate on behalf of any cli-
ent other than itself; 

(2) interfere with the independent nature of 
any State judicial system or allow financial 
assistance to be used for the funding of regular 
judicial and administrative activities of any 
State judicial system other than pursuant to 
the terms of any grant, cooperative agree-
ment, or contract with the Institute, consist-
ent with the requirements of this chapter; or 

(3) undertake to influence the passage or de-
feat of any legislation by the Congress of the 
United States or by any State or local legisla-
tive body, except that personnel of the Insti-
tute may testify or make other appropriate 
communication— 

(A) when formally requested to do so by a 
legislative body, committee, or a member 
thereof; 

(B) in connection with legislation or ap-
propriations directly affecting the activities 
of the Institute; or 

(C) in connection with legislation or ap-
propriations dealing with improvements in 
the State judiciary, consistent with the pro-
visions of this chapter. 

(b) Issuance of shares of stock; declaration of 
dividends; compensation for services; reim-
bursement for expenses; political activities 

(1) The Institute shall have no power to issue 
any shares of stock, or to declare or pay any 
dividends. 

(2) No part of the income or assets of the Insti-
tute shall enure to the benefit of any director, 
officer, or employee, except as reasonable com-
pensation for services or reimbursement for ex-
penses. 

(3) Neither the Institute nor any recipient 
shall contribute or make available Institute 
funds or program personnel or equipment to any 
political party or association, or the campaign 
of any candidate for public or party office. 

(4) The Institute shall not contribute or make 
available Institute funds or program personnel 
or equipment for use in advocating or opposing 
any ballot measure, initiative, or referendum. 

(c) Identification of Institute with political ac-
tivities 

Officers and employees of the Institute or of 
recipients shall not at any time intentionally 
identify the Institute or the recipient with any 
partisan or nonpartisan political activity associ-
ated with a political party or association, or the 
campaign of any candidate for public or party 
office. 

(Pub. L. 98–620, title II, § 208, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 
3343.) 

§ 10708. Administrative provisions 

(a) The Institute shall prescribe procedures to 
ensure that financial assistance under this chap-

ter shall not be suspended unless the grantee, 
contractor, person, or entity receiving financial 
assistance under this chapter has been given 
reasonable notice and opportunity to show cause 
why such actions should not be taken. 

(b) Except as provided by Federal law other 
than this chapter, no officer or employee of the 
Institute, and no recipient of assistance under 
this chapter, may use or reveal any research or 
statistical information furnished under this 
chapter by any person and identifiable to any 
specific private person for any purpose other 
than the purpose for which the information was 
obtained in accordance with this chapter. Such 
information and copies thereof shall be immune 
from legal process, and shall not, without the 
consent of the person furnishing such informa-
tion, be admitted as evidence or used for any 
purpose in any action, suit, or other judicial, 
legislative, or administrative proceedings. 

(Pub. L. 98–620, title II, § 209, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 
3344; Pub. L. 100–702, title VI, § 606, Nov. 19, 1988, 
102 Stat. 4653.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–702 substituted ‘‘Administrative pro-
visions’’ for ‘‘Special procedures’’ in section catchline, 
and amended text generally, changing structure of sec-
tion from a single unlettered paragraph to one consist-
ing of subsecs. (a) and (b). 

§ 10709. Presidential coordination 

The President may, to the extent not incon-
sistent with any other applicable law, direct 
that appropriate support functions of the Fed-
eral Government may be made available to the 
Institute in carrying out its functions under this 
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 98–620, title II, § 210, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 
3344.) 

§ 10710. Records and reports 

(a) Reports 

The Institute is authorized to require such re-
ports as it deems necessary from any recipient 
with respect to activities carried out pursuant 
to this chapter. 

(b) Records 

The Institute is authorized to prescribe the 
keeping of records with respect to funds pro-
vided by any grant, cooperative agreement, or 
contract under this chapter and shall have ac-
cess to such records at all reasonable times for 
the purpose of ensuring compliance with such 
grant, cooperative agreement, or contract or the 
terms and conditions upon which financial as-
sistance was provided. 

(c) Submission of copies of reports to recipients; 
maintenance in principal office of Institute; 
availability for public inspection; furnishing 
of copies to interested parties 

Copies of all reports pertinent to the evalua-
tion, inspection, or monitoring of any recipient 
shall be submitted on a timely basis to such re-
cipient, and shall be maintained in the principal 
office of the Institute for a period of at least five 
years after such evaluation, inspection, or mon-
itoring. Such reports shall be available for pub-
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lic inspection during regular business hours, and 
copies shall be furnished, upon request, to inter-
ested parties upon payment of such reasonable 
fees as the Institute may establish. 

(d) Funds accounted for and reported as receipts 
and disbursements separate and distinct 
from Federal funds 

Non-Federal funds received by the Institute, 
and funds received for projects funded in part by 
the Institute or by any recipient from a source 
other than the Institute, shall be accounted for 
and reported as receipts and disbursements sepa-
rate and distinct from Federal funds. 

(Pub. L. 98–620, title II, § 211, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 
3344.) 

§ 10711. Audits 

(a) Time and place of audits; standards; avail-
ability of books, accounts, facilities, etc., to 
auditors; filing of report and availability for 
public inspection 

(1) The accounts of the Institute shall be au-
dited annually. Such audits shall be conducted 
in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards by independent certified public ac-
countants who are certified by a regulatory au-
thority of the jurisdiction in which the audit is 
undertaken. 

(2) The audits shall be conducted at the place 
or places where the accounts of the Institute are 
normally kept. All books, accounts, financial 
records, reports, files, and other papers or prop-
erty belonging to or in use by the Institute and 
necessary to facilitate the audits shall be made 
available to the person or persons conducting 
the audits. The full facilities for verifying trans-
actions with the balances and securities held by 
depositories, fiscal agents, and custodians shall 
be afforded to any such person. 

(3) The report of the annual audit shall be filed 
with the Government Accountability Office and 
shall be available for public inspection during 
business hours at the principal office of the In-
stitute. 

(b) Additional audits; requirements; reports and 
recommendations to Congress and Attorney 
General 

(1) In addition to the annual audit, the finan-
cial transactions of the Institute for any fiscal 
year during which Federal funds are available to 
finance any portion of its operations may be au-
dited by the Government Accountability Office 
in accordance with such rules and regulations as 
may be prescribed by the Comptroller General of 
the United States. 

(2) Any such audit shall be conducted at the 
place or places where accounts of the Institute 
are normally kept. The representatives of the 
Government Accountability Office shall have ac-
cess to all books, accounts, financial records, re-
ports, files, and other papers or property belong-
ing to or in use by the Institute and necessary 
to facilitate the audit. The full facilities for 
verifying transactions with the balances and se-
curities held by depositories, fiscal agents, and 
custodians shall be afforded to such representa-
tives. All such books, accounts, financial 
records, reports, files, and other papers or prop-
erty of the Institute shall remain in the posses-

sion and custody of the Institute throughout the 
period beginning on the date such possession or 
custody commences and ending three years after 
such date, but the Government Accountability 
Office may require the retention of such books, 
accounts, financial records, reports, files, and 
other papers or property for a longer period 
under section 3523(c) of title 31. 

(3) A report of such audit shall be made by the 
Comptroller General to the Congress and to the 
Attorney General, together with such recom-
mendations with respect thereto as the Comp-
troller General deems advisable. 

(c) Annual audits by Institute or recipients; re-
ports; submission of copies to Comptroller 
General; inspection of books, accounts, etc.; 
availability of audit reports for public in-
spection 

(1) The Institute shall conduct, or require each 
recipient to provide for, an annual fiscal audit. 
The report of each such audit shall be main-
tained for a period of at least five years at the 
principal office of the Institute. 

(2) The Institute shall submit to the Comptrol-
ler General of the United States copies of such 
reports, and the Comptroller General may, in 
addition, inspect the books, accounts, financial 
records, files, and other papers or property be-
longing to or in use by such grantee, contractor, 
person, or entity, which relate to the disposition 
or use of funds received from the Institute. Such 
audit reports shall be available for public in-
spection during regular business hours, at the 
principal office of the Institute. 

(Pub. L. 98–620, title II, § 212, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 
3345; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 
814.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsecs. (a)(3), (b)(1), (2). Pub. L. 108–271 sub-
stituted ‘‘Government Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘Gen-
eral Accounting Office’’ wherever appearing. 

§ 10712. Report by Attorney General 

Not later than October 1, 2002, the Attorney 
General, in consultation with the Federal Judi-
cial Center, shall transmit to the Committees 
on the Judiciary of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives a report on the effectiveness of 
the Institute in carrying out the duties specified 
in section 10702(b) of this title. Such report shall 
include an assessment of the cost effectiveness 
of the program as a whole and, to the extent 
practicable, of individual grants, an assessment 
of whether the restrictions and limitations spec-
ified in sections 10706 and 10707 of this title have 
been respected, and such recommendations as 
the Attorney General, in consultation with the 
Federal Judicial Center, deems appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 98–620, title II, § 213, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 
3346; Pub. L. 107–179, § 1, May 20, 2002, 116 Stat. 
580.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–179 substituted ‘‘Not later than Oc-
tober 1, 2002’’ for ‘‘On October 1, 1987’’. 

§ 10713. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out the purposes of this chapter, $7,000,000 
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