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tively, see section 820(a)(1)(E), (7)(A) of Pub. L. 97–35, 
set out as a note under section 1753 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–627 effective July 1, 1979, 
except as specifically provided, see section 14 of Pub. L. 
95–627, set out as a note under section 1755 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Section 6(c) of Pub. L. 94–105 provided that the 
amendment made by that section is effective Jan. 1, 
1976. 

REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 108–265, title V, § 501, June 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
789, provided that: 

‘‘(a) GUIDANCE.—As soon as practicable after the date 
of enactment of this Act [June 30, 2004], the Secretary 
of Agriculture shall issue guidance to implement the 
amendments made by sections 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 
111, 116, 119(c), 119(g), 120, 126(b), 126(c), 201, 203(a)(3), 
203(b), 203(c)(5), 203(e)(3), 203(e)(4), 203(e)(5), 203(e)(6), 
203(e)(7), 203(e)(10), and 203(h)(1) [amending this section, 
sections 1396a, 1759a, 1761, 1766, 1769, 1769c, 1773, 1776, 
and 1786 of this title, and section 2020 of Title 7, Agri-
culture]. 

‘‘(b) INTERIM FINAL REGULATIONS.—The Secretary 
may promulgate interim final regulations to imple-
ment the amendments described in subsection (a). 

‘‘(c) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act [June 30, 2004], the Sec-
retary shall promulgate final regulations to implement 
the amendments described in subsection (a).’’ 

Section 202(c) of Pub. L. 101–147 provided that: ‘‘Not 
later than July 1, 1990, the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall issue final regulations to implement the amend-
ments made by subsection (b) [amending this section].’’ 

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 

Pub. L. 96–499, title II, § 203(a)–(c), Dec. 5, 1980, 94 Stat. 
2600, as amended by Pub. L. 97–35, title VIII, § 820(b)(3), 
Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 535, provided that: 

‘‘(a), (b) [Repealed]. 
‘‘(c) For the school year ending June 30, 1981, the Sec-

retary may prescribe procedures for implementing the 
revisions in the income poverty guidelines for free and 
reduced price lunches contained in this section that 
may allow school food authorities to (1) use applica-
tions distributed at the beginning of the school year 
when making eligibility determinations based on the 
revised income poverty guidelines or (2) distribute new 
applications containing the revised income poverty 
guidelines and make eligibility determinations using 
the new applications.’’ 

VERIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY DATA SUBMITTED ON A 
SAMPLE OF APPLICATIONS FOR FREE AND REDUCED- 
PRICE MEALS 

Section 803(c) of Pub. L. 97–35 provided that: ‘‘Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary 
of Agriculture shall conduct a pilot study to verify the 
data submitted on a sample of applications for free and 
reduced-price meals. In conducting the pilot study, the 
Secretary may require households included in the 
study to furnish social security numbers of all house-
hold members and such other information as the Sec-
retary may require, including, but not limited to, pay 
stubs, documentation of the current status of house-
hold members who are recipients of public assistance, 
unemployment insurance documents, and written 
statements from employers, as a condition for receipt 
of free or reduced-price meals.’’ 

PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTING NEW INCOME ELIGI-
BILITY GUIDELINES FOR FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE 
LUNCHES 

Section 803(d) of Pub. L. 97–35 provided that for 
school year ending June 30, 1982, Secretary could pre-

scribe procedures for implementing the revisions made 
by section 803 of Pub. L. 97–35, amending this section, 
to the income eligibility guidelines for free and re-
duced-price lunches under this section, and that such 
procedures could allow school food authorities to use 
applications distributed at beginning of school year 
when making eligibility determinations or to distrib-
ute new applications. 

LOWERING MINIMUM STANDARD OF ELIGIBILITY AND RE-
DUCTION IN NUMBER OF CHILDREN SERVED, FISCAL 
YEAR 1972 

Section 6 of Pub. L. 92–153 provided that: ‘‘The Sec-
retary shall not lower minimum standards of eligibility 
for free and reduced price meals nor require a reduction 
in the number of children served in any school district 
during a fiscal year to be effective for that fiscal year. 
This section shall apply to fiscal year 1972.’’ 

§ 1758a. State performance on enrolling children 
receiving program benefits for free school 
meals 

(a) In general 

Not later than December 31, 2008 and June 30 
of each year thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Agriculture and Edu-
cation and Labor of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report that 
assesses the effectiveness of each State in en-
rolling school-aged children in households re-
ceiving program benefits under the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) (re-
ferred to in this section as ‘‘program benefits’’) 
for free school meals using direct certification. 

(b) Specific measures 

The assessment of the Secretary of the per-
formance of each State shall include— 

(1) an estimate of the number of school-aged 
children, by State, who were members of a 
household receiving program benefits at any 
time in July, August, or September of the 
prior year; 

(2) an estimate of the number of school-aged 
children, by State, who were directly certified 
as eligible for free lunches under the Richard 
B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), based on receipt of pro-
gram benefits, as of October 1 of the prior 
year; and 

(3) an estimate of the number of school-aged 
children, by State, who were members of a 
household receiving program benefits at any 
time in July, August, or September of the 
prior year who were not candidates for direct 
certification because on October 1 of the prior 
year the children attended a school operating 
under the special assistance provisions of sec-
tion 11(a)(1) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1759a(a)(1)) that is 
not operating in a base year. 

(c) Performance innovations 

The report of the Secretary shall describe best 
practices from States with the best performance 
or the most improved performance from the pre-
vious year. 

(Pub. L. 110–234, title IV, § 4301, May 22, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1125; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title IV, § 4301, 
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1886.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, referred to in 
subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 88–525, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 703, 
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which is classified generally to chapter 51 (§ 2011 et seq.) 
of Title 7, Agriculture. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 2011 of Title 7 and Tables. 

The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, 
referred to in subsec. (b)(2), is act June 4, 1946, ch. 281, 
60 Stat. 230, which is classified generally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 1751 of this 
title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 
Pub. L. 110–246. 

Section was enacted as part of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008, and not as part of the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act which 
comprises this chapter. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as a note under section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2008, see section 4407 of Pub. 
L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date of 2008 Amend-
ment note under section 1161 of Title 2, The Congress. 

DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY’’ 

‘‘Secretary’’ as meaning the Secretary of Agri-
culture, see section 8701 of Title 7, Agriculture. 

§ 1759. Direct disbursement to schools by Sec-
retary 

(a) The Secretary shall withhold funds payable 
to a State under this chapter and disburse the 
funds directly to schools, institutions, or service 
institutions within the State for the purposes 
authorized by this chapter to the extent that 
the Secretary has so withheld and disbursed 
such funds continuously since October 1, 1980, 
but only to such extent (except as otherwise re-
quired by subsection (b) of this section). Any 
funds so withheld and disbursed by the Sec-
retary shall be used for the same purposes, and 
shall be subject to the same conditions, as appli-
cable to a State disbursing funds made available 
under this chapter. If the Secretary is admin-
istering (in whole or in part) any program au-
thorized under this chapter, the State in which 
the Secretary is administering the program 
may, upon request to the Secretary, assume ad-
ministration of that program. 

(b) If a State educational agency is not per-
mitted by law to disburse the funds paid to it 
under this chapter to any of the nonpublic 
schools in the State, the Secretary shall dis-
burse the funds directly to such schools within 
the State for the same purposes and subject to 
the same conditions as are authorized or re-
quired with respect to the disbursements to pub-
lic schools within the State by the State edu-
cational agency. 

(June 4, 1946, ch. 281, § 10, 60 Stat. 233; Pub. L. 
87–823, § 4, Oct. 15, 1962, 76 Stat. 945; Pub. L. 
91–248, § 1(b), May 14, 1970, 84 Stat. 208; Pub. L. 
93–433, § 4(d), Sept. 26, 1972, 86 Stat. 726; Pub. L. 
93–150, § 3(b), Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 562; Pub. L. 
94–105, § 7, Oct. 7, 1975, 89 Stat. 514; Pub. L. 97–35, 
title VIII, § 817(a), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 531.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–35 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), substituted provisions relating to disburse-

ment of funds directly to schools, institutions, or serv-
ice institutions for the purposes authorized by this 
chapter, for provisions relating to disbursement of 
funds directly to schools for the purposes and subject 
to conditions authorized or required for disbursements 
to schools within the State by the State educational 
agency, and added subsec. (b). 

1975—Pub. L. 94–105 altered provisions of section to 
accommodate authorization of direct payments to pri-
vate nonprofit schools and institutions in conformity 
with revised allocation method for school lunch funds 
and expanded definition of ‘‘school’’ to include any pub-
lic or licensed nonprofit residential child care institu-
tion, including but not limited to, orphanages and 
homes for the mentally retarded. 

1973—Pub. L. 93–150 inserted in proviso reference to 
section 1759a of this title. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–433 inserted proviso that beginning 
with the fiscal year ending June 30, 1974, the Secretary 
shall make payments directly to the nonprofit private 
schools for the purpose of section 1753 of this title 
under the same conditions as are prescribed for State 
educational agencies. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–248 provided that data upon which 
State apportionments are calculated is the program 
year completed two years immediately prior to the fis-
cal year for which the appropriation is requested. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–823 substituted ‘‘an amount which 
bears the same ratio to such funds as the number of 
lunches, consisting of a combination of foods and meet-
ing the minimum requirements prescribed by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 1758 of this title, served in 
the preceding fiscal year by all nonprofit private 
schools participating in the program under this chapter 
within the State, as determined by the Secretary, bears 
to the participation rate for the State’’ for ‘‘the same 
proportion of the funds as the number of children be-
tween the ages of 5 and 17, inclusive, attending non-
profit private schools within the State, is of the total 
number of persons of those ages within the State at-
tending school’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–35 effective Oct. 1, 1981, see 
section 820(a)(4) of Pub. L. 97–35, set out as a note under 
section 1753 of this title. 

§ 1759a. Special assistance funds 

(a) Formula for computation of payments; com-
putation for lunches to eligible children in 
schools funding service to ineligible children 
from non-Federal sources; special assistance 
factors; annual adjustments 

(1)(A) Except as provided in section 1759 of this 
title, in each fiscal year each State educational 
agency shall receive special assistance payments 
in an amount equal to the sum of the product 
obtained by multiplying the number of lunches 
(consisting of a combination of foods which 
meet the minimum nutritional requirements 
prescribed by the Secretary pursuant to section 
1758(a) of this title) served free to children eligi-
ble for such lunches in schools within that State 
during such fiscal year by the special assistance 
factor for free lunches prescribed by the Sec-
retary for such fiscal year and the product ob-
tained by multiplying the number of lunches 
served at a reduced price to children eligible for 
such reduced price lunches in schools within 
that State during such fiscal year by the special 
assistance factor for reduced price lunches pre-
scribed by the Secretary for such fiscal year. 

(B) Except as provided in subparagraph (C), 
(D), or (E), in the case of any school which de-
termines that at least 80 percent of the children 
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