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1 See References in Text note below. 

SUBCHAPTER IX—STATE AND LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

PART A—DNA IDENTIFICATION 

§ 14131. Quality assurance and proficiency test-
ing standards 

(a) Publication of quality assurance and pro-
ficiency testing standards 

(1)(A) Not later than 180 days after September 
13, 1994, the Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation shall appoint an advisory board on 
DNA quality assurance methods from among 
nominations proposed by the head of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences and professional so-
cieties of crime laboratory officials. 

(B) The advisory board shall include as mem-
bers scientists from State, local, and private fo-
rensic laboratories, molecular geneticists and 
population geneticists not affiliated with a fo-
rensic laboratory, and a representative from the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology. 

(C) The advisory board shall develop, and if ap-
propriate, periodically revise, recommended 
standards for quality assurance, including 
standards for testing the proficiency of forensic 
laboratories, and forensic analysts, in conduct-
ing analyses of DNA. 

(2) The Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, after taking into consideration such 
recommended standards, shall issue (and revise 
from time to time) standards for quality assur-
ance, including standards for testing the pro-
ficiency of forensic laboratories, and forensic 
analysts, in conducting analyses of DNA. 

(3) The standards described in paragraphs (1) 
and (2) shall specify criteria for quality assur-
ance and proficiency tests to be applied to the 
various types of DNA analyses used by forensic 
laboratories. The standards shall also include a 
system for grading proficiency testing perform-
ance to determine whether a laboratory is per-
forming acceptably. 

(4) Until such time as the advisory board has 
made recommendations to the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Direc-
tor has acted upon those recommendations, the 
quality assurance guidelines adopted by the 
technical working group on DNA analysis meth-
ods shall be deemed the Director’s standards for 
purposes of this section. 

(b) Administration of advisory board 

(1) For administrative purposes, the advisory 
board appointed under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion shall be considered an advisory board to the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(2) Section 14 of the Federal Advisory Commit-
tee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not apply with re-
spect to the advisory board appointed under sub-
section (a) of this section. 

(3) The DNA advisory board established under 
this section shall be separate and distinct from 
any other advisory board administered by the 
FBI, and is to be administered separately. 

(4) The board shall cease to exist on the date 
5 years after the initial appointments are made 
to the board, unless the existence of the board is 
extended by the Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 

(c) Proficiency testing program 

(1) Not later than 1 year after the effective 
date of this Act,1 the Director of the National 
Institute of Justice shall certify to the Commit-
tees on the Judiciary of the House and Senate 
that— 

(A) the Institute has entered into a contract 
with, or made a grant to, an appropriate en-
tity for establishing, or has taken other appro-
priate action to ensure that there is estab-
lished, not later than 2 years after September 
13, 1994, a blind external proficiency testing 
program for DNA analyses, which shall be 
available to public and private laboratories 
performing forensic DNA analyses; 

(B) a blind external proficiency testing pro-
gram for DNA analyses is already readily 
available to public and private laboratories 
performing forensic DNA analyses; or 

(C) it is not feasible to have blind external 
testing for DNA forensic analyses. 

(2) As used in this subsection, the term ‘‘blind 
external proficiency test’’ means a test that is 
presented to a forensic laboratory through a sec-
ond agency and appears to the analysts to in-
volve routine evidence. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Attorney General shall make available 
to the Director of the National Institute of Jus-
tice during the first fiscal year in which funds 
are distributed under this subtitle up to $250,000 
from the funds available under part X of Title I 
of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 [42 U.S.C. 3796kk et seq.] to carry out 
this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXI, § 210303, Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2068.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 14 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 
referred to in subsec. (b)(2), is section 14 of Pub. L. 
92–463, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Gov-
ernment Organization and Employees. 

The effective date of this Act, referred to in subsec. 
(c)(1), probably means the date of enactment of Pub. L. 
103–322, which was approved Sept. 13, 1994. 

This subtitle, referred to in subsec. (c)(3), is subtitle 
C (§§ 210301–210306) of title XXI of Pub. L. 103–322, Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2065, known as the DNA Identification 
Act of 1994, which enacted this part and sections 3796kk 
to 3796kk–6 of this title, amended former sections 3751 
and 3753 of this title and sections 3793 and 3797 of this 
title, and enacted provisions set out as notes under 
former section 3751 of this title and section 13701 of this 
title. For complete classification of this subtitle to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 13701 
of this title and Tables. 

The Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968, referred to in subsec. (c)(3), is Pub. L. 90–351, June 
19, 1968, 82 Stat. 197, as amended. Part X of title I of the 
Act is classified generally to subchapter XII–L (§ 3796kk 
et seq.) of chapter 46 of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 3711 of this title and Tables. 

§ 14132. Index to facilitate law enforcement ex-
change of DNA identification information 

(a) Establishment of index 

The Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation may establish an index of— 
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(1) DNA identification records of— 
(A) persons convicted of crimes; 
(B) persons who have been charged in an 

indictment or information with a crime; and 
(C) other persons whose DNA samples are 

collected under applicable legal authorities, 
provided that DNA samples that are volun-
tarily submitted solely for elimination pur-
poses shall not be included in the National 
DNA Index System; 

(2) analyses of DNA samples recovered from 
crime scenes; 

(3) analyses of DNA samples recovered from 
unidentified human remains; and 

(4) analyses of DNA samples voluntarily con-
tributed from relatives of missing persons. 

(b) Information 

The index described in subsection (a) of this 
section shall include only information on DNA 
identification records and DNA analyses that 
are— 

(1) based on analyses performed by or on be-
half of a criminal justice agency (or the Sec-
retary of Defense in accordance with section 
1565 of title 10) in accordance with publicly 
available standards that satisfy or exceed the 
guidelines for a quality assurance program for 
DNA analysis, issued by the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation under section 
14131 of this title; 

(2) prepared by laboratories that— 
(A) not later than 2 years after October 30, 

2004, have been accredited by a nonprofit 
professional association of persons actively 
involved in forensic science that is nation-
ally recognized within the forensic science 
community; and 

(B) undergo external audits, not less than 
once every 2 years, that demonstrate com-
pliance with standards established by the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion; and 

(3) maintained by Federal, State, and local 
criminal justice agencies (or the Secretary of 
Defense in accordance with section 1565 of 
title 10) pursuant to rules that allow disclo-
sure of stored DNA samples and DNA analyses 
only— 

(A) to criminal justice agencies for law en-
forcement identification purposes; 

(B) in judicial proceedings, if otherwise ad-
missible pursuant to applicable statutes or 
rules; 

(C) for criminal defense purposes, to a de-
fendant, who shall have access to samples 
and analyses performed in connection with 
the case in which such defendant is charged; 
or 

(D) if personally identifiable information 
is removed, for a population statistics data-
base, for identification research and protocol 
development purposes, or for quality control 
purposes. 

(c) Failure to comply 

Access to the index established by this section 
is subject to cancellation if the quality control 
and privacy requirements described in sub-
section (b) of this section are not met. 

(d) Expungement of records 

(1) By Director 

(A) The Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation shall promptly expunge from the 
index described in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion the DNA analysis of a person included in 
the index— 

(i) on the basis of conviction for a qualify-
ing Federal offense or a qualifying District 
of Columbia offense (as determined under 
sections 14135a and 14135b of this title, re-
spectively), if the Director receives, for each 
conviction of the person of a qualifying of-
fense, a certified copy of a final court order 
establishing that such conviction has been 
overturned; or 

(ii) on the basis of an arrest under the au-
thority of the United States, if the Attorney 
General receives, for each charge against the 
person on the basis of which the analysis 
was or could have been included in the 
index, a certified copy of a final court order 
establishing that such charge has been dis-
missed or has resulted in an acquittal or 
that no charge was filed within the applica-
ble time period. 

(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the 
term ‘‘qualifying offense’’ means any of the 
following offenses: 

(i) A qualifying Federal offense, as deter-
mined under section 14135a of this title. 

(ii) A qualifying District of Columbia of-
fense, as determined under section 14135b of 
this title. 

(iii) A qualifying military offense, as de-
termined under section 1565 of title 10. 

(C) For purposes of subparagraph (A), a court 
order is not ‘‘final’’ if time remains for an ap-
peal or application for discretionary review 
with respect to the order. 

(2) By States 

(A) As a condition of access to the index de-
scribed in subsection (a) of this section, a 
State shall promptly expunge from that index 
the DNA analysis of a person included in the 
index by that State if— 

(i) the responsible agency or official of 
that State receives, for each conviction of 
the person of an offense on the basis of 
which that analysis was or could have been 
included in the index, a certified copy of a 
final court order establishing that such con-
viction has been overturned; or 

(ii) the person has not been convicted of an 
offense on the basis of which that analysis 
was or could have been included in the 
index, and the responsible agency or official 
of that State receives, for each charge 
against the person on the basis of which the 
analysis was or could have been included in 
the index, a certified copy of a final court 
order establishing that such charge has been 
dismissed or has resulted in an acquittal or 
that no charge was filed within the applica-
ble time period. 

(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), a 
court order is not ‘‘final’’ if time remains for 
an appeal or application for discretionary re-
view with respect to the order. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘statutes’’. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXI, § 210304, Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2069; Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(1) 
[title I, § 120], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 
1501A–23; Pub. L. 106–546, § 6(b), Dec. 19, 2000, 114 
Stat. 2733; Pub. L. 108–405, title II, § 203(a), (d), 
title III, § 302, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2269, 2270, 
2272; Pub. L. 109–162, title X, § 1002, Jan. 5, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3084.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1)(C). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1002(1), struck 
out ‘‘DNA profiles from arrestees who have not been 
charged in an indictment or information with a crime, 
and’’ after ‘‘provided that’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(A). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1002(2), added sub-
par. (A) and struck out former subpar. (A), which read 
as follows: ‘‘The Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation shall promptly expunge from the index de-
scribed in subsection (a) of this section the DNA analy-
sis of a person included in the index on the basis of a 
qualifying Federal offense or a qualifying District of 
Columbia offense (as determined under sections 14135a 
and 14135b of this title, respectively) if the Director re-
ceives, for each conviction of the person of a qualifying 
offense, a certified copy of a final court order establish-
ing that such conviction has been overturned.’’ 

Subsec. (d)(2)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1002(3), sub-
stituted ‘‘the responsible agency or official of that 
State receives, for each charge against the person on 
the basis of which the analysis was or could have been 
included in the index, a certified copy of a final court 
order establishing that such charge has been dismissed 
or has resulted in an acquittal or that no charge was 
filed within the applicable time period.’’ for ‘‘all 
charges for which the analysis was or could have been 
included in the index have been dismissed or resulted in 
acquittal.’’ 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1002(4), struck out head-
ing and text of subsec. (e). Prior to amendment, text re-
lated to authority for keyboard searches. 

2004—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 108–405, § 203(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘of—’’ for ‘‘of persons convicted of crimes;’’ 
and added subpars (A) to (C). 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 108–405, § 302, amended par. (2) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as follows: 
‘‘prepared by laboratories, and DNA analysts, that un-
dergo semiannual external proficiency testing by a 
DNA proficiency testing program meeting the stand-
ards issued under section 14131 of this title; and’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(A). Pub. L. 108–405, § 203(a)(2)(B), (C), 
which directed that subsection (d)(2) be amended by 
substituting ‘‘; or’’ for period at end and by adding cl. 
(ii) at end, was executed by making the amendment to 
subpar. (A) of subsec. (d)(2) to reflect the probable in-
tent of Congress. 

Pub. L. 108–405, § 203(a)(2)(A), substituted ‘‘if—’’ for 
‘‘if’’ and inserted cl. (i) designation before ‘‘the respon-
sible agency’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–405, § 203(d), added subsec. (e). 
2000—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106–546, § 6(b)(1), inserted 

‘‘(or the Secretary of Defense in accordance with sec-
tion 1565 of title 10)’’ after ‘‘criminal justice agency’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 106–546, § 6(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘semiannual’’ for ‘‘, at regular intervals of not to ex-
ceed 180 days,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 106–546, § 6(b)(3), inserted ‘‘(or 
the Secretary of Defense in accordance with section 
1565 of title 10)’’ after ‘‘criminal justice agencies’’ in in-
troductory provisions. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106–546, § 6(b)(4), added subsec. (d). 
1999—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 106–113 added par. (4). 

§ 14133. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(a) Proficiency testing requirements 

(1) Generally 

(A) Personnel at the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation who perform DNA analyses shall 

undergo semiannual external proficiency test-
ing by a DNA proficiency testing program 
meeting the standards issued under section 
14131 of this title. 

(B) Within 1 year after September 13, 1994, 
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation shall arrange for periodic blind exter-
nal tests to determine the proficiency of DNA 
analysis performed at the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation laboratory. 

(C) In this paragraph, ‘‘blind external test’’ 
means a test that is presented to the labora-
tory through a second agency and appears to 
the analysts to involve routine evidence. 

(2) Report 

For 5 years after September 13, 1994, the Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
shall submit to the Committees on the Judici-
ary of the House and Senate an annual report 
on the results of each of the tests described in 
paragraph (1). 

(b) Privacy protection standards 

(1) Generally 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the re-
sults of DNA tests performed for a Federal law 
enforcement agency for law enforcement pur-
poses may be disclosed only— 

(A) to criminal justice agencies for law en-
forcement identification purposes; 

(B) in judicial proceedings, if otherwise ad-
missible pursuant to applicable statues 1 or 
rules; and 

(C) for criminal defense purposes, to a de-
fendant, who shall have access to samples 
and analyses performed in connection with 
the case in which such defendant is charged. 

(2) Exception 

If personally identifiable information is re-
moved, test results may be disclosed for a pop-
ulation statistics database, for identification 
research and protocol development purposes, 
or for quality control purposes. 

(c) Criminal penalty 

(1) A person who— 
(A) by virtue of employment or official posi-

tion, has possession of, or access to, individ-
ually identifiable DNA information indexed in 
a database created or maintained by any Fed-
eral law enforcement agency; and 

(B) knowingly discloses such information in 
any manner to any person or agency not au-
thorized to receive it, 

shall be fined not more than $100,000. 
(2) A person who, without authorization, 

knowingly obtains DNA samples or individually 
identifiable DNA information indexed in a data-
base created or maintained by any Federal law 
enforcement agency shall be fined not more 
than $250,000, or imprisoned for a period of not 
more than one year, or both. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXI, § 210305, Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2070; Pub. L. 106–546, § 8(c), Dec. 19, 2000, 
114 Stat. 2735; Pub. L. 108–405, title II, § 203(e)(1), 
Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2270.) 



Page 7099 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 14135 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 108–405 substituted 
‘‘$250,000, or imprisoned for a period of not more than 
one year, or both’’ for ‘‘$100,000’’. 

2000—Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 106–546 substituted 
‘‘semiannual’’ for ‘‘, at regular intervals of not to ex-
ceed 180 days,’’. 

§ 14134. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to carry out 
sections 14131, 14132, and 14133 of this title— 

(1) $5,500,000 for fiscal year 1996; 
(2) $8,000,000 for fiscal year 1997; 
(3) $8,000,000 for fiscal year 1998; 
(4) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 1999; and 
(5) $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2000. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXI, § 210306, Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2071.) 

§ 14135. The Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant 
Program 

(a) Authorization of grants 

The Attorney General may make grants to eli-
gible States or units of local government for use 
by the State or unit of local government for the 
following purposes: 

(1) To carry out, for inclusion in the Com-
bined DNA Index System of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, DNA analyses of sam-
ples collected under applicable legal author-
ity. 

(2) To carry out, for inclusion in such Com-
bined DNA Index System, DNA analyses of 
samples from crime scenes, including samples 
from rape kits, samples from other sexual as-
sault evidence, and samples taken in cases 
without an identified suspect. 

(3) To increase the capacity of laboratories 
owned by the State or by units of local govern-
ment to carry out DNA analyses of samples 
specified in paragraph (1) or (2). 

(4) To collect DNA samples specified in para-
graph (1). 

(5) To ensure that DNA testing and analysis 
of samples from crimes, including sexual as-
sault and other serious violent crimes, are car-
ried out in a timely manner. 

(b) Eligibility 

For a State or unit of local government to be 
eligible to receive a grant under this section, 
the chief executive officer of the State or unit of 
local government shall submit to the Attorney 
General an application in such form and con-
taining such information as the Attorney Gen-
eral may require. The application shall, as re-
quired by the Attorney General— 

(1) provide assurances that the State or unit 
of local government has implemented, or will 
implement not later than 120 days after the 
date of such application, a comprehensive plan 
for the expeditious DNA analysis of samples in 
accordance with this section; 

(2) include a certification that each DNA 
analysis carried out under the plan shall be 
maintained pursuant to the privacy require-
ments described in section 14132(b)(3) of this 
title; 

(3) include a certification that the State or 
unit of local government has determined, by 

statute, rule, or regulation, those offenses 
under State law that shall be treated for pur-
poses of this section as qualifying State of-
fenses; 

(4) specify the allocation that the State or 
unit of local government shall make, in using 
grant amounts to carry out DNA analyses of 
samples, as between samples specified in sub-
section (a)(1) of this section and samples speci-
fied in subsection (a)(2) of this section; 

(5) specify that portion of grant amounts 
that the State or unit of local government 
shall use for the purpose specified in sub-
section (a)(3) of this section; 

(6) if submitted by a unit of local govern-
ment, certify that the unit of local govern-
ment has taken, or is taking, all necessary 
steps to ensure that it is eligible to include, 
directly or through a State law enforcement 
agency, all analyses of samples for which it 
has requested funding in the Combined DNA 
Index System; and 

(7) specify that portion of grant amounts 
that the State or unit of local government 
shall use for the purpose specified in sub-
section (a)(4) of this section. 

(c) Formula for distribution of grants 

(1) In general 

The Attorney General shall distribute grant 
amounts, and establish appropriate grant con-
ditions under this section, in conformity with 
a formula or formulas that are designed to ef-
fectuate a distribution of funds among eligible 
States and units of local government that— 

(A) maximizes the effective utilization of 
DNA technology to solve crimes and protect 
public safety; and 

(B) allocates grants among eligible enti-
ties fairly and efficiently to address jurisdic-
tions in which significant backlogs exist, by 
considering— 

(i) the number of offender and casework 
samples awaiting DNA analysis in a juris-
diction; 

(ii) the population in the jurisdiction; 
and 

(iii) the number of part 1 violent crimes 
in the jurisdiction. 

(2) Minimum amount 

The Attorney General shall allocate to each 
State not less than 0.50 percent of the total 
amount appropriated in a fiscal year for 
grants under this section, except that the 
United States Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands shall each be allocated 0.125 percent of 
the total appropriation. 

(3) Limitation 

Grant amounts distributed under paragraph 
(1) shall be awarded to conduct DNA analyses 
of samples from casework or from victims of 
crime under subsection (a)(2) of this section in 
accordance with the following limitations: 

(A) For fiscal year 2009, not less than 40 
percent of the grant amounts shall be award-
ed for purposes under subsection (a)(2) of 
this section. 

(B) For each of the fiscal years 2010 
through 2014, not less than 40 percent of the 
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grant amounts shall be awarded for purposes 
under subsection (a)(2). 

(d) Analysis of samples 

(1) In general 

A plan pursuant to subsection (b)(1) of this 
section shall require that, except as provided 
in paragraph (3), each DNA analysis be carried 
out in a laboratory that satisfies quality as-
surance standards and is— 

(A) operated by the State or a unit of local 
government; or 

(B) operated by a private entity pursuant 
to a contract with the State or a unit of 
local government. 

(2) Quality assurance standards 

(A) The Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation shall maintain and make available 
to States and units of local government a de-
scription of quality assurance protocols and 
practices that the Director considers adequate 
to assure the quality of a forensic laboratory. 

(B) For purposes of this section, a laboratory 
satisfies quality assurance standards if the 
laboratory satisfies the quality control re-
quirements described in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of section 14132(b) of this title. 

(3) Use of vouchers or contracts for certain 
purposes 

(A) In general 

A grant for the purposes specified in para-
graph (1), (2), or (5) of subsection (a) of this 
section may be made in the form of a vouch-
er or contract for laboratory services, even 
if the laboratory makes a reasonable profit 
for the services. 

(B) Redemption 

A voucher or contract under subparagraph 
(A) may be redeemed at a laboratory oper-
ated on a nonprofit or for-profit basis, by a 
private entity that satisfies quality assur-
ance standards and has been approved by the 
Attorney General. 

(C) Payments 

The Attorney General may use amounts 
authorized under subsection (j) of this sec-
tion to make payments to a laboratory de-
scribed under subparagraph (B). 

(e) Restrictions on use of funds 

(1) Nonsupplanting 

Funds made available pursuant to this sec-
tion shall not be used to supplant State or 
local government funds, but shall be used to 
increase the amount of funds that would, in 
the absence of Federal funds, be made avail-
able from State or local government sources 
for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) Administrative costs 

A State or unit of local government may not 
use more than 3 percent of the funds it re-
ceives from this section for administrative ex-
penses. 

(f) Reports to the Attorney General 

Each State or unit of local government which 
receives a grant under this section shall submit 
to the Attorney General, for each year in which 

funds from a grant received under this section is 
expended, a report at such time and in such 
manner as the Attorney General may reasonably 
require, which contains— 

(1) a summary of the activities carried out 
under the grant and an assessment of whether 
such activities are meeting the needs identi-
fied in the application; and 

(2) such other information as the Attorney 
General may require. 

(g) Reports to Congress 

Not later than 90 days after the end of each 
fiscal year for which grants are made under this 
section, the Attorney General shall submit to 
the Congress a report that includes— 

(1) the aggregate amount of grants made 
under this section to each State or unit of 
local government for such fiscal year; 

(2) a summary of the information provided 
by States or units of local government receiv-
ing grants under this section; and 

(3) a description of the priorities and plan 
for awarding grants among eligible States and 
units of local government, and how such plan 
will ensure the effective use of DNA tech-
nology to solve crimes and protect public safe-
ty. 

(h) Expenditure records 

(1) In general 

Each State or unit of local government 
which receives a grant under this section shall 
keep records as the Attorney General may re-
quire to facilitate an effective audit of the re-
ceipt and use of grant funds received under 
this section. 

(2) Access 

Each State or unit of local government 
which receives a grant under this section shall 
make available, for the purpose of audit and 
examination, such records as are related to 
the receipt or use of any such grant. 

(i) Definition 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘State’’ 
means a State of the United States, the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the United States Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. 

(j) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Attorney General for grants under subsection (a) 
$151,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 through 
2014. 

(k) Use of funds for accreditation and audits 

The Attorney General may distribute not 
more than 1 percent of the grant amounts under 
subsection (j) of this section— 

(1) to States or units of local government to 
defray the costs incurred by laboratories oper-
ated by each such State or unit of local gov-
ernment in preparing for accreditation or re-
accreditation; 

(2) in the form of additional grants to 
States, units of local government, or nonprofit 
professional organizations of persons actively 
involved in forensic science and nationally 
recognized within the forensic science commu-
nity— 



Page 7101 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 14135 

(A) to defray the costs of external audits of 
laboratories operated by such State or unit 
of local government, which participates in 
the National DNA Index System, to deter-
mine whether the laboratory is in compli-
ance with quality assurance standards; 

(B) to assess compliance with any plans 
submitted to the National Institute of Jus-
tice, which detail the use of funds received 
by States or units of local government under 
this Act; and 

(C) to support future capacity building ef-
forts; and 

(3) in the form of additional grants to non-
profit professional associations actively in-
volved in forensic science and nationally rec-
ognized within the forensic science commu-
nity to defray the costs of training persons 
who conduct external audits of laboratories 
operated by States and units of local govern-
ment and which participate in the National 
DNA Index System. 

(l) Use of funds for other forensic sciences 

The Attorney General may award a grant 
under this section to a State or unit of local 
government to alleviate a backlog of cases with 
respect to a forensic science other than DNA 
analysis if the State or unit of local govern-
ment— 

(1) certifies to the Attorney General that in 
such State or unit— 

(A) all of the purposes set forth in sub-
section (a) of this section have been met; 

(B) a significant backlog of casework is 
not waiting for DNA analysis; and 

(C) there is no need for significant labora-
tory equipment, supplies, or additional per-
sonnel for timely DNA processing of case-
work or offender samples; and 

(2) demonstrates to the Attorney General 
that such State or unit requires assistance in 
alleviating a backlog of cases involving a fo-
rensic science other than DNA analysis. 

(m) External audits and remedial efforts 

In the event that a laboratory operated by a 
State or unit of local government which has re-
ceived funds under this Act has undergone an ex-
ternal audit conducted to determine whether 
the laboratory is in compliance with standards 
established by the Director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, and, as a result of such 
audit, identifies measures to remedy defi-
ciencies with respect to the compliance by the 
laboratory with such standards, the State or 
unit of local government shall implement any 
such remediation as soon as practicable. 

(Pub. L. 106–546, § 2, Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2726; 
Pub. L. 108–405, title II, §§ 202, 206, Oct. 30, 2004, 
118 Stat. 2266, 2272; Pub. L. 109–162, title X, § 1003, 
Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3085; Pub. L. 110–360, § 2, 
Oct. 8, 2008, 122 Stat. 4008.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (e)(1), (k)(2)(B), and 
(m), is Pub. L. 106–546, Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2726, 
known as the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimination Act 
of 2000. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title of 2000 Amendments note set out 
under section 13701 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000, and not as part of the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 which enacted this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 110–360, § 2(1)(B), which di-
rected redesignation of subpar. (E) and subpar. (A), was 
executed by redesignating subpar. (E) as (A), to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(A). Pub. L. 110–360, § 2(1)(A), struck out 
subpar. (A) which read as follows: ‘‘For fiscal year 2005, 
not less than 50 percent of the grant amounts shall be 
awarded for purposes under subsection (a)(2) of this sec-
tion.’’ 

Subsec. (c)(3)(B) to (D). Pub. L. 110–360, § 2(1)(A), (C), 
added subpar. (B) and struck out former subpars. (B) to 
(D) which read as follows: 

‘‘(B) For fiscal year 2006, not less than 50 percent of 
the grant amounts shall be awarded for purposes under 
subsection (a)(2) of this section. 

‘‘(C) For fiscal year 2007, not less than 45 percent of 
the grant amounts shall be awarded for purposes under 
subsection (a)(2) of this section. 

‘‘(D) For fiscal year 2008, not less than 40 percent of 
the grant amounts shall be awarded for purposes under 
subsection (a)(2) of this section.’’ 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 110–360, § 2(2), amended subsec. (j) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (j) authorized 
to be appropriated to the Attorney General for grants 
under subsection (a) $151,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2005 through 2009. 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–162 substituted ‘‘col-
lected under applicable legal authority’’ for ‘‘taken 
from individuals convicted of a qualifying State offense 
(as determined under subsection (b)(3) of this section)’’. 

2004—Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(1), substituted ‘‘The 
Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program’’ for ‘‘Au-
thorization of grants’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(2)(A), in introduc-
tory provisions, inserted ‘‘or units of local govern-
ment’’ after ‘‘eligible States’’ and ‘‘or unit of local gov-
ernment’’ after ‘‘State’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(2)(B), inserted 
‘‘, including samples from rape kits, samples from 
other sexual assault evidence, and samples taken in 
cases without an identified suspect’’ before period at 
end. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(2)(C), (b)(1)(A), 
struck out ‘‘within the State’’ after ‘‘local govern-
ment’’ and inserted ‘‘(1) or’’ before ‘‘(2)’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4), (5). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(b)(1)(B), added 
pars. (4) and (5). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(3)(A), in introduc-
tory provisions, inserted ‘‘or unit of local government’’ 
after ‘‘State’’ in two places and ‘‘, as required by the 
Attorney General’’ after ‘‘application shall’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(3)(B), inserted 
‘‘or unit of local government’’ after ‘‘State’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(3)(C), inserted 
‘‘or unit of local government’’ after ‘‘that the State’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(3)(D), inserted 
‘‘or unit of local government’’ after ‘‘State’’ and struck 
out ‘‘and’’ at end. 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(3)(E), inserted 
‘‘or unit of local government’’ after ‘‘State’’ and sub-
stituted semicolon for period at end. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(3)(F), added par. 
(6). 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(b)(2), added par. 
(7). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(b)(3), amended head-
ing and text of subsec. (c) generally. Prior to amend-
ment, text read as follows: ‘‘A State that proposes to 
allocate grant amounts under paragraph (4) or (5) of 
subsection (b) of this section for the purposes specified 
in paragraph (2) or (3) of subsection (a) of this section 
shall use such allocated amounts to conduct or facili-
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tate DNA analyses of those samples that relate to 
crimes in connection with which there are no sus-
pects.’’ 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(4)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘A plan pursuant to subsection (b)(1) of this 
section’’ for ‘‘The plan’’ in introductory provisions and 
struck out ‘‘within the State’’ after ‘‘local govern-
ment’’ in subpars. (A) and (B). 

Subsec. (d)(2)(A). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(4)(B), in-
serted ‘‘and units of local government’’ after ‘‘States’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 108–405, § 206, amended heading 
and text of par. (3) generally. Prior to amendment, text 
read as follows: ‘‘A grant for the purposes specified in 
paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (a) of this section may 
be made in the form of a voucher for laboratory serv-
ices, which may be redeemed at a laboratory operated 
by a private entity approved by the Attorney General 
that satisfies quality assurance standards. The Attor-
ney General may make payment to such a laboratory 
for the analysis of DNA samples using amounts author-
ized for those purposes under subsection (j) of this sec-
tion.’’ 

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(5)(A), inserted 
‘‘or local government’’ after ‘‘State’’ in two places. 

Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(5)(B), inserted 
‘‘or unit of local government’’ after ‘‘State’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(6), inserted ‘‘or 
unit of local government’’ after ‘‘State’’ in introduc-
tory provisions. 

Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(7)(A), inserted 
‘‘or unit of local government’’ after ‘‘State’’. 

Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(7)(B), inserted 
‘‘or units of local government’’ after ‘‘States’’. 

Subsec. (g)(3). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(b)(4), added par. 
(3). 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(a)(8), inserted ‘‘or 
unit of local government’’ after ‘‘State’’ in pars. (1) and 
(2). 

Subsec. (j)(1) to (5). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(b)(5), sub-
stituted pars. (1) to (5) for former pars. (1) and (2) which 
read as follows: 

‘‘(1) For grants for the purposes specified in para-
graph (1) of such subsection— 

‘‘(A) $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2001; 
‘‘(B) $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2002; and 
‘‘(C) $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2003. 

‘‘(2) For grants for the purposes specified in para-
graphs (2) and (3) of such subsection— 

‘‘(A) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2001; 
‘‘(B) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2002; 
‘‘(C) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2003; and 
‘‘(D) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2004.’’ 

Subsec. (k) to (m). Pub. L. 108–405, § 202(b)(6), added 
subsecs. (k) to (m). 

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE OBLIGATION OF 
GRANTEE STATES TO ENSURE ACCESS TO POST-CON-
VICTION DNA TESTING AND COMPETENT COUNSEL IN 
CAPITAL CASES 

Pub. L. 106–561, § 4, Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2791, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
‘‘(1) over the past decade, deoxyribonucleic acid 

testing (referred to in this section as ‘DNA testing’) 
has emerged as the most reliable forensic technique 
for identifying criminals when biological material is 
left at a crime scene; 

‘‘(2) because of its scientific precision, DNA testing 
can, in some cases, conclusively establish the guilt or 
innocence of a criminal defendant; 

‘‘(3) in other cases, DNA testing may not conclu-
sively establish guilt or innocence, but may have sig-
nificant probative value to a finder of fact; 

‘‘(4) DNA testing was not widely available in cases 
tried prior to 1994; 

‘‘(5) new forensic DNA testing procedures have 
made it possible to get results from minute samples 
that could not previously be tested, and to obtain 
more informative and accurate results than earlier 
forms of forensic DNA testing could produce, result-

ing in some cases of convicted inmates being exoner-
ated by new DNA tests after earlier tests had failed 
to produce definitive results; 

‘‘(6) DNA testing can and has resulted in the post- 
conviction exoneration of more than 75 innocent men 
and women, including some under sentence of death; 

‘‘(7) in more than a dozen cases, post-conviction 
DNA testing that has exonerated an innocent person 
has also enhanced public safety by providing evidence 
that led to the apprehension of the actual perpetra-
tor; 

‘‘(8) experience has shown that it is not unduly bur-
densome to make DNA testing available to inmates 
in appropriate cases; 

‘‘(9) under current Federal and State law, it is dif-
ficult to obtain post-conviction DNA testing because 
of time limits on introducing newly discovered evi-
dence; 

‘‘(10) the National Commission on the Future of 
DNA Evidence, a Federal panel established by the De-
partment of Justice and comprised of law enforce-
ment, judicial, and scientific experts, has urged that 
post-conviction DNA testing be permitted in the rel-
atively small number of cases in which it is appro-
priate, notwithstanding procedural rules that could 
be invoked to preclude such testing, and notwith-
standing the inability of an inmate to pay for the 
testing; 

‘‘(11) only a few States have adopted post-convic-
tion DNA testing procedures; 

‘‘(12) States have received millions of dollars in 
DNA-related grants, and more funding is needed to 
improve State forensic facilities and to reduce the 
nationwide backlog of DNA samples from convicted 
offenders and crime scenes that need to be tested or 
retested using upgraded methods; 

‘‘(13) States that accept such financial assistance 
should not deny the promise of truth and justice for 
both sides of our adversarial system that DNA testing 
offers; 

‘‘(14) post-conviction DNA testing and other post- 
conviction investigative techniques have shown that 
innocent people have been sentenced to death in this 
country; 

‘‘(15) a constitutional error in capital cases is in-
competent defense lawyers who fail to present impor-
tant evidence that the defendant may have been inno-
cent or does not deserve to be sentenced to death; and 

‘‘(16) providing quality representation to defendants 
facing loss of liberty or life is essential to fundamen-
tal due process and the speedy final resolution of ju-
dicial proceedings. 
‘‘(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that— 
‘‘(1) Congress should condition forensic science-re-

lated grants to a State or State forensic facility on 
the State’s agreement to ensure post-conviction DNA 
testing in appropriate cases; and 

‘‘(2) Congress should work with the States to im-
prove the quality of legal representation in capital 
cases through the establishment of standards that 
will assure the timely appointment of competent 
counsel with adequate resources to represent defend-
ants in capital cases at each stage of the proceed-
ings.’’ 
Pub. L. 106–546, § 11, Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2735, en-

acted provisions substantially identical to those en-
acted by Pub. L. 106–561, § 4, set out above. 

§ 14135a. Collection and use of DNA identifica-
tion information from certain Federal offend-
ers 

(a) Collection of DNA samples 

(1) From individuals in custody 

(A) The Attorney General may, as prescribed 
by the Attorney General in regulation, collect 
DNA samples from individuals who are ar-
rested, facing charges, or convicted or from 
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non-United States persons who are detained 
under the authority of the United States. The 
Attorney General may delegate this function 
within the Department of Justice as provided 
in section 510 of title 28 and may also author-
ize and direct any other agency of the United 
States that arrests or detains individuals or 
supervises individuals facing charges to carry 
out any function and exercise any power of the 
Attorney General under this section. 

(B) The Director of the Bureau of Prisons 
shall collect a DNA sample from each individ-
ual in the custody of the Bureau of Prisons 
who is, or has been, convicted of a qualifying 
Federal offense (as determined under sub-
section (d) of this section) or a qualifying mili-
tary offense, as determined under section 1565 
of title 10. 

(2) From individuals on release, parole, or pro-
bation 

The probation office responsible for the su-
pervision under Federal law of an individual 
on probation, parole, or supervised release 
shall collect a DNA sample from each such in-
dividual who is, or has been, convicted of a 
qualifying Federal offense (as determined 
under subsection (d) of this section) or a quali-
fying military offense, as determined under 
section 1565 of title 10. 

(3) Individuals already in CODIS 

For each individual described in paragraph 
(1) or (2), if the Combined DNA Index System 
(in this section referred to as ‘‘CODIS’’) of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation contains a 
DNA analysis with respect to that individual, 
or if a DNA sample has been collected from 
that individual under section 1565 of title 10, 
the Attorney General, the Director of the Bu-
reau of Prisons, or the probation office respon-
sible (as applicable) may (but need not) collect 
a DNA sample from that individual. 

(4) Collection procedures 

(A) The Attorney General, the Director of 
the Bureau of Prisons, or the probation office 
responsible (as applicable) may use or author-
ize the use of such means as are reasonably 
necessary to detain, restrain, and collect a 
DNA sample from an individual who refuses to 
cooperate in the collection of the sample. 

(B) The Attorney General, the Director of 
the Bureau of Prisons, or the probation office, 
as appropriate, may enter into agreements 
with units of State or local government or 
with private entities to provide for the collec-
tion of the samples described in paragraph (1) 
or (2). 

(5) Criminal penalty 

An individual from whom the collection of a 
DNA sample is authorized under this sub-
section who fails to cooperate in the collection 
of that sample shall be— 

(A) guilty of a class A misdemeanor; and 
(B) punished in accordance with title 18. 

(b) Analysis and use of samples 

The Attorney General, the Director of the Bu-
reau of Prisons, or the probation office respon-
sible (as applicable) shall furnish each DNA sam-
ple collected under subsection (a) of this section 

to the Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, who shall carry out a DNA analysis on 
each such DNA sample and include the results in 
CODIS. 

(c) Definitions 

In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘DNA sample’’ means a tissue, 

fluid, or other bodily sample of an individual 
on which a DNA analysis can be carried out. 

(2) The term ‘‘DNA analysis’’ means analysis 
of the deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) identifica-
tion information in a bodily sample. 

(d) Qualifying Federal offenses 

The offenses that shall be treated for purposes 
of this section as qualifying Federal offenses are 
the following offenses, as determined by the At-
torney General: 

(1) Any felony. 
(2) Any offense under chapter 109A of title 18. 
(3) Any crime of violence (as that term is de-

fined in section 16 of title 18). 
(4) Any attempt or conspiracy to commit 

any of the offenses in paragraphs (1) through 
(3). 

(e) Regulations 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), this sec-
tion shall be carried out under regulations 
prescribed by the Attorney General. 

(2) Probation officers 

The Director of the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts shall make available 
model procedures for the activities of proba-
tion officers in carrying out this section. 

(f) Commencement of collection 

Collection of DNA samples under subsection 
(a) of this section shall, subject to the availabil-
ity of appropriations, commence not later than 
the date that is 180 days after December 19, 2000. 

(Pub. L. 106–546, § 3, Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2728; 
Pub. L. 107–56, title V, § 503, Oct. 26, 2001, 115 
Stat. 364; Pub. L. 108–405, title II, § 203(b), Oct. 30, 
2004, 118 Stat. 2270; Pub. L. 109–162, title X, 
§ 1004(a), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3085; Pub. L. 
109–248, title I, § 155, July 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 611.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000, and not as part of the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 which enacted this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1004(a)(1), added 
subpar. (A) and designated existing provisions as sub-
par. (B). 

Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 109–248 substituted ‘‘ar-
rested, facing charges, or convicted’’ for ‘‘arrested’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1004(a)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘Attorney General, the Director of the Bureau 
of Prisons,’’ for ‘‘Director of the Bureau of Prisons’’ in 
par. (3) and subpars. (A) and (B) of par. (4). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1004(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘Attorney General, the Director of the Bureau of Pris-
ons,’’ for ‘‘Director of the Bureau of Prisons’’. 

2004—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–405 reenacted heading 
without change and amended text generally, substitut-
ing pars. (1) to (4) for former pars. (1) and (2) with mul-
tiple subpars. listing specific offenses. 
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2001—Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 107–56 amended par. (2) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as follows: 
‘‘The initial determination of qualifying Federal of-
fenses shall be made not later than 120 days after De-
cember 19, 2000.’’ 

§ 14135b. Collection and use of DNA identifica-
tion information from certain District of Co-
lumbia offenders 

(a) Collection of DNA samples 

(1) From individuals in custody 

The Director of the Bureau of Prisons shall 
collect a DNA sample from each individual in 
the custody of the Bureau of Prisons who is, or 
has been, convicted of a qualifying District of 
Columbia offense (as determined under sub-
section (d) of this section). 

(2) From individuals on release, parole, or pro-
bation 

The Director of the Court Services and Of-
fender Supervision Agency for the District of 
Columbia shall collect a DNA sample from 
each individual under the supervision of the 
Agency who is on supervised release, parole, or 
probation who is, or has been, convicted of a 
qualifying District of Columbia offense (as de-
termined under subsection (d) of this section). 

(3) Individuals already in CODIS 

For each individual described in paragraph 
(1) or (2), if the Combined DNA Index System 
(in this section referred to as ‘‘CODIS’’) of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation contains a 
DNA analysis with respect to that individual, 
the Director of the Bureau of Prisons or Agen-
cy (as applicable) may (but need not) collect a 
DNA sample from that individual. 

(4) Collection procedures 

(A) The Director of the Bureau of Prisons or 
Agency (as applicable) may use or authorize 
the use of such means as are reasonably nec-
essary to detain, restrain, and collect a DNA 
sample from an individual who refuses to co-
operate in the collection of the sample. 

(B) The Director of the Bureau of Prisons or 
Agency, as appropriate, may enter into agree-
ments with units of State or local government 
or with private entities to provide for the col-
lection of the samples described in paragraph 
(1) or (2). 

(5) Criminal penalty 

An individual from whom the collection of a 
DNA sample is authorized under this sub-
section who fails to cooperate in the collection 
of that sample shall be— 

(A) guilty of a class A misdemeanor; and 
(B) punished in accordance with title 18. 

(b) Analysis and use of samples 

The Director of the Bureau of Prisons or Agen-
cy (as applicable) shall furnish each DNA sample 
collected under subsection (a) of this section to 
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, who shall carry out a DNA analysis on 
each such DNA sample and include the results in 
CODIS. 

(c) Definitions 

In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘DNA sample’’ means a tissue, 

fluid, or other bodily sample of an individual 
on which a DNA analysis can be carried out. 

(2) The term ‘‘DNA analysis’’ means analysis 
of the deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) identifica-
tion information in a bodily sample. 

(d) Qualifying District of Columbia offenses 

The government of the District of Columbia 
may determine those offenses under the District 
of Columbia Code that shall be treated for pur-
poses of this section as qualifying District of Co-
lumbia offenses. 

(e) Commencement of collection 

Collection of DNA samples under subsection 
(a) of this section shall, subject to the availabil-
ity of appropriations, commence not later than 
the date that is 180 days after December 19, 2000. 

(f) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Court Services and Offender Supervision Agency 
for the District of Columbia to carry out this 
section such sums as may be necessary for each 
of fiscal years 2001 through 2005. 

(Pub. L. 106–546, § 4, Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2730.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000, and not as part of the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 which enacted this chapter. 

§ 14135c. Conditions of release generally 

If the collection of a DNA sample from an in-
dividual on probation, parole, or supervised re-
lease is authorized pursuant to section 14135a or 
14135b of this title or section 1565 of title 10, the 
individual shall cooperate in the collection of a 
DNA sample as a condition of that probation, 
parole, or supervised release. 

(Pub. L. 106–546, § 7(d), Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 
2734.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000, and not as part of the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 which enacted this chapter. 

§ 14135d. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Attorney General to carry out this Act (includ-
ing to reimburse the Federal judiciary for any 
reasonable costs incurred in implementing such 
Act, as determined by the Attorney General) 
such sums as may be necessary. 

(Pub. L. 106–546, § 9, Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2735.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 106–546, Dec. 
19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2726, known as the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 2000 
Amendments note set out under section 13701 of this 
title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000, and not as part of the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 which enacted this chapter. 
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§ 14135e. Privacy protection standards 

(a) In general 

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 
section, any sample collected under, or any re-
sult of any analysis carried out under, section 
14135, 14135a, or 14135b of this title may be used 
only for a purpose specified in such section. 

(b) Permissive uses 

A sample or result described in subsection (a) 
of this section may be disclosed under the cir-
cumstances under which disclosure of informa-
tion included in the Combined DNA Index Sys-
tem is allowed, as specified in subparagraphs (A) 
through (D) of section 14132(b)(3) of this title. 

(c) Criminal penalty 

A person who knowingly discloses a sample or 
result described in subsection (a) of this section 
in any manner to any person not authorized to 
receive it, or obtains or uses, without authoriza-
tion, such sample or result, shall be fined not 
more than $250,000, or imprisoned for a period of 
not more than one year. Each instance of disclo-
sure, obtaining, or use shall constitute a sepa-
rate offense under this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 106–546, § 10, Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2735; 
Pub. L. 108–405, title II, § 203(e)(2), title III, § 309, 
Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2271, 2275.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000, and not as part of the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 which enacted this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 108–405, § 309, reenacted 
heading without change and amended text generally. 
Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘A person 
who knowingly— 

‘‘(1) discloses a sample or result described in sub-
section (a) of this section in any manner to any per-
son not authorized to receive it; or 

‘‘(2) obtains, without authorization, a sample or re-
sult described in subsection (a) of this section, 

shall be fined not more than $250,000, or imprisoned for 
a period of not more than one year, or both.’’ 

Pub. L. 108–405, § 203(e)(2), substituted ‘‘$250,000, or im-
prisoned for a period of not more than one year, or 
both’’ for ‘‘$100,000’’ in concluding provisions. 

§ 14136. DNA training and education for law en-
forcement, correctional personnel, and court 
officers 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall make grants to 
provide training, technical assistance, edu-
cation, and information relating to the identi-
fication, collection, preservation, analysis, and 
use of DNA samples and DNA evidence by— 

(1) law enforcement personnel, including po-
lice officers and other first responders, evi-
dence technicians, investigators, and others 
who collect or examine evidence of crime; 

(2) court officers, including State and local 
prosecutors, defense lawyers, and judges; 

(3) forensic science professionals; and 
(4) corrections personnel, including prison 

and jail personnel, and probation, parole, and 
other officers involved in supervision. 

(b) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$12,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 through 
2014 to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title III, § 303, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2273; Pub. L. 110–360, § 3, Oct. 8, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4008.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Sexual As-
sault Justice Act of 2004 and also as part of the Justice 
for All Act of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which en-
acted this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–360 substituted ‘‘2009 
through 2014’’ for ‘‘2005 through 2009’’. 

INCENTIVE GRANTS TO STATES TO ENSURE 
CONSIDERATION OF CLAIMS OF ACTUAL INNOCENCE 

Pub. L. 108–405, title IV, § 413, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2285, provided that: ‘‘For each of fiscal years 2005 
through 2009, all funds appropriated to carry out sec-
tions 303, 305, 308, and 412 [sections 14136, 14136b, 14136d, 
and 14136e of this title] shall be reserved for grants to 
eligible entities that— 

‘‘(1) meet the requirements under section 303, 305, 
308, or 412, as appropriate; and 

‘‘(2) demonstrate that the State in which the eligi-
ble entity operates— 

‘‘(A) provides post-conviction DNA testing of 
specified evidence— 

‘‘(i) under a State statute enacted before the 
date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 30, 2004] (or 
extended or renewed after such date), to persons 
convicted after trial and under a sentence of im-
prisonment or death for a State felony offense, in 
a manner that ensures a reasonable process for 
resolving claims of actual innocence; or 

‘‘(ii) under a State statute enacted after the 
date of enactment of this Act, or under a State 
rule, regulation, or practice, to persons under a 
sentence of imprisonment or death for a State fel-
ony offense, in a manner comparable to section 
3600(a) of title 18, United States Code (provided 
that the State statute, rule, regulation, or prac-
tice may make post-conviction DNA testing 
available in cases in which such testing is not re-
quired by such section), and if the results of such 
testing exclude the applicant, permits the appli-
cant to apply for post-conviction relief, notwith-
standing any provision of law that would other-
wise bar such application as untimely; and 
‘‘(B) preserves biological evidence secured in rela-

tion to the investigation or prosecution of a State 
offense— 

‘‘(i) under a State statute or a State or local 
rule, regulation, or practice, enacted or adopted 
before the date of enactment of this Act (or ex-
tended or renewed after such date), in a manner 
that ensures that reasonable measures are taken 
by all jurisdictions within the State to preserve 
such evidence; or 

‘‘(ii) under a State statute or a State or local 
rule, regulation, or practice, enacted or adopted 
after the date of enactment of this Act, in a man-
ner comparable to section 3600A of title 18, United 
States Code, if— 

‘‘(I) all jurisdictions within the State comply 
with this requirement; and 

‘‘(II) such jurisdictions may preserve such evi-
dence for longer than the period of time that 
such evidence would be required to be preserved 
under such section 3600A.’’ 
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§ 14136a. Sexual assault forensic exam program 
grants 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall make grants to el-
igible entities to provide training, technical as-
sistance, education, equipment, and information 
relating to the identification, collection, preser-
vation, analysis, and use of DNA samples and 
DNA evidence by medical personnel and other 
personnel, including doctors, medical examiners, 
coroners, nurses, victim service providers, and 
other professionals involved in treating victims 
of sexual assault and sexual assault examination 
programs, including SANE (Sexual Assault 
Nurse Examiner), SAFE (Sexual Assault Foren-
sic Examiner), and SART (Sexual Assault Re-
sponse Team). 

(b) Eligible entity 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘eligi-
ble entity’’ includes— 

(1) States; 
(2) units of local government; and 
(3) sexual assault examination programs, in-

cluding— 
(A) sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) 

programs; 
(B) sexual assault forensic examiner 

(SAFE) programs; 
(C) sexual assault response team (SART) 

programs; 
(D) State sexual assault coalitions; 
(E) medical personnel, including doctors, 

medical examiners, coroners, and nurses, in-
volved in treating victims of sexual assault; 
and 

(F) victim service providers involved in 
treating victims of sexual assault. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$30,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 through 
2014 to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title III, § 304, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2273; Pub. L. 110–360, § 4, Oct. 8, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4009.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Sexual As-
sault Justice Act of 2004 and also as part of the Justice 
for All Act of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which en-
acted this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–360 substituted ‘‘2009 
through 2014’’ for ‘‘2005 through 2009’’. 

§ 14136b. DNA research and development 

(a) Improving DNA technology 

The Attorney General shall make grants for 
research and development to improve forensic 
DNA technology, including increasing the iden-
tification accuracy and efficiency of DNA analy-
sis, decreasing time and expense, and increasing 
portability. 

(b) Demonstration projects 

The Attorney General shall make grants to 
appropriate entities under which research is car-
ried out through demonstration projects involv-

ing coordinated training and commitment of re-
sources to law enforcement agencies and key 
criminal justice participants to demonstrate 
and evaluate the use of forensic DNA technology 
in conjunction with other forensic tools. The 
demonstration projects shall include scientific 
evaluation of the public safety benefits, im-
provements to law enforcement operations, and 
cost-effectiveness of increased collection and 
use of DNA evidence. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2005 through 
2009 to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title III, § 305, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2273.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Sexual As-
sault Justice Act of 2004 and also as part of the Justice 
for All Act of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which en-
acted this chapter. 

§ 14136c. National Forensic Science Commission 

(a) Appointment 

The Attorney General shall appoint a National 
Forensic Science Commission (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Commission’’), composed of 
persons experienced in criminal justice issues, 
including persons from the forensic science and 
criminal justice communities, to carry out the 
responsibilities under subsection (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Responsibilities 

The Commission shall— 
(1) assess the present and future resource 

needs of the forensic science community; 
(2) make recommendations to the Attorney 

General for maximizing the use of forensic 
technologies and techniques to solve crimes 
and protect the public; 

(3) identify potential scientific advances 
that may assist law enforcement in using fo-
rensic technologies and techniques to protect 
the public; 

(4) make recommendations to the Attorney 
General for programs that will increase the 
number of qualified forensic scientists avail-
able to work in public crime laboratories; 

(5) disseminate, through the National Insti-
tute of Justice, best practices concerning the 
collection and analyses of forensic evidence to 
help ensure quality and consistency in the use 
of forensic technologies and techniques to 
solve crimes and protect the public; 

(6) examine additional issues pertaining to 
forensic science as requested by the Attorney 
General; 

(7) examine Federal, State, and local privacy 
protection statutes, regulations, and practices 
relating to access to, or use of, stored DNA 
samples or DNA analyses, to determine wheth-
er such protections are sufficient; 

(8) make specific recommendations to the 
Attorney General, as necessary, to enhance 
the protections described in paragraph (7) to 
ensure— 

(A) the appropriate use and dissemination 
of DNA information; 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection (a) of this sec-

tion’’. 

(B) the accuracy, security, and confiden-
tiality of DNA information; 

(C) the timely removal and destruction of 
obsolete, expunged, or inaccurate DNA infor-
mation; and 

(D) that any other necessary measures are 
taken to protect privacy; and 

(9) provide a forum for the exchange and dis-
semination of ideas and information in fur-
therance of the objectives described in para-
graphs (1) through (8). 

(c) Personnel; procedures 

The Attorney General shall— 
(1) designate the Chair of the Commission 

from among its members; 
(2) designate any necessary staff to assist in 

carrying out the functions of the Commission; 
and 

(3) establish procedures and guidelines for 
the operations of the Commission. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000 for each of fiscal years 2005 through 2009 
to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title III, § 306, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2274.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Sexual As-
sault Justice Act of 2004 and also as part of the Justice 
for All Act of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which en-
acted this chapter. 

§ 14136d. DNA identification of missing persons 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall make grants to 
promote the use of forensic DNA technology to 
identify missing persons and unidentified human 
remains. 

(b) Requirement 

Each State or unit of local government that 
receives funding under this section shall be re-
quired to submit the DNA profiles of such miss-
ing persons and unidentified human remains to 
the National Missing Persons DNA Database of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2005 through 
2009 to carry out this section. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title III, § 308, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2275.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the DNA Sexual As-
sault Justice Act of 2004 and also as part of the Justice 
for All Act of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which en-
acted this chapter. 

§ 14136e. Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction DNA 
Testing Grant Program 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall establish the Kirk 
Bloodsworth Post-Conviction DNA Testing 
Grant Program to award grants to States to 

help defray the costs of post-conviction DNA 
testing. 

(b) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2005 through 
2009 to carry out this section. 

(c) State defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘State’’ 
means a State of the United States, the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the United States Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title IV, § 412, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2284.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act 
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter. 

PART B—POLICE PATTERN OR PRACTICE 

§ 14141. Cause of action 

(a) Unlawful conduct 

It shall be unlawful for any governmental au-
thority, or any agent thereof, or any person act-
ing on behalf of a governmental authority, to 
engage in a pattern or practice of conduct by 
law enforcement officers or by officials or em-
ployees of any governmental agency with re-
sponsibility for the administration of juvenile 
justice or the incarceration of juveniles that de-
prives persons of rights, privileges, or immuni-
ties secured or protected by the Constitution or 
laws of the United States. 

(b) Civil action by Attorney General 

Whenever the Attorney General has reason-
able cause to believe that a violation of para-
graph (1) 1 has occurred, the Attorney General, 
for or in the name of the United States, may in 
a civil action obtain appropriate equitable and 
declaratory relief to eliminate the pattern or 
practice. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXI, § 210401, Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2071.) 

§ 14142. Data on use of excessive force 

(a) Attorney General to collect 

The Attorney General shall, through appro-
priate means, acquire data about the use of ex-
cessive force by law enforcement officers. 

(b) Limitation on use of data 

Data acquired under this section shall be used 
only for research or statistical purposes and 
may not contain any information that may re-
veal the identity of the victim or any law en-
forcement officer. 

(c) Annual summary 

The Attorney General shall publish an annual 
summary of the data acquired under this sec-
tion. 
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(Pub. L. 103–322, title XXI, § 210402, Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2071.) 

PART C—IMPROVED TRAINING AND TECHNICAL 
AUTOMATION 

§ 14151. Repealed. Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, 
§ 1154(b)(3), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3113 

Section, Pub. L. 103–322, title XXI, § 210501, Sept. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2072, related to grants for the purposes of 
improving criminal justice agency efficiency through 
computerized automation and technological improve-
ments, directed the expansion and improvement of 
training and investigative assistance, authorized ap-
propriations, and defined terms. 

PART D—OTHER STATE AND LOCAL AID 

§ 14161. Repealed. Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, 
§ 1154(b)(4), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3113 

Section, Pub. L. 103–322, title XXI, § 210602, Sept. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 2073, related to federal assistance to ease 
increased burdens on State court systems and author-
ized appropriations. 

PART E—IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF 
REPRESENTATION IN STATE CAPITAL CASES 

§ 14163. Capital representation improvement 
grants 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall award grants to 
States for the purpose of improving the quality 
of legal representation provided to indigent de-
fendants in State capital cases. 

(b) Defined term 

In this section, the term ‘‘legal representa-
tion’’ means legal counsel and investigative, ex-
pert, and other services necessary for competent 
representation. 

(c) Use of funds 

Grants awarded under subsection (a) of this 
section— 

(1) shall be used to establish, implement, or 
improve an effective system for providing 
competent legal representation to— 

(A) indigents charged with an offense sub-
ject to capital punishment; 

(B) indigents who have been sentenced to 
death and who seek appellate or collateral 
relief in State court; and 

(C) indigents who have been sentenced to 
death and who seek review in the Supreme 
Court of the United States; and 

(2) shall not be used to fund, directly or indi-
rectly, representation in specific capital cases. 

(d) Apportionment of funds 

(1) In general 

Of the funds awarded under subsection (a) of 
this section— 

(A) not less than 75 percent shall be used 
to carry out the purpose described in sub-
section (c)(1)(A) of this section; and 

(B) not more than 25 percent shall be used 
to carry out the purpose described in sub-
section (c)(1)(B) of this section. 

(2) Waiver 

The Attorney General may waive the re-
quirement under this subsection for good 
cause shown. 

(e) Effective system 

As used in subsection (c)(1) of this section, an 
effective system for providing competent legal 
representation is a system that— 

(1) invests the responsibility for appointing 
qualified attorneys to represent indigents in 
capital cases— 

(A) in a public defender program that re-
lies on staff attorneys, members of the pri-
vate bar, or both, to provide representation 
in capital cases; 

(B) in an entity established by statute or 
by the highest State court with jurisdiction 
in criminal cases, which is composed of indi-
viduals with demonstrated knowledge and 
expertise in capital cases, except for individ-
uals currently employed as prosecutors; or 

(C) pursuant to a statutory procedure en-
acted before October 30, 2004, under which 
the trial judge is required to appoint quali-
fied attorneys from a roster maintained by a 
State or regional selection committee or 
similar entity; and 

(2) requires the program described in para-
graph (1)(A), the entity described in paragraph 
(1)(B), or an appropriate entity designated pur-
suant to the statutory procedure described in 
paragraph (1)(C), as applicable, to— 

(A) establish qualifications for attorneys 
who may be appointed to represent indigents 
in capital cases; 

(B) establish and maintain a roster of 
qualified attorneys; 

(C) except in the case of a selection com-
mittee or similar entity described in para-
graph (1)(C), assign 2 attorneys from the ros-
ter to represent an indigent in a capital 
case, or provide the trial judge a list of not 
more than 2 pairs of attorneys from the ros-
ter, from which 1 pair shall be assigned, pro-
vided that, in any case in which the State 
elects not to seek the death penalty, a court 
may find, subject to any requirement of 
State law, that a second attorney need not 
remain assigned to represent the indigent to 
ensure competent representation; 

(D) conduct, sponsor, or approve special-
ized training programs for attorneys rep-
resenting defendants in capital cases; 

(E)(i) monitor the performance of attor-
neys who are appointed and their attendance 
at training programs; and 

(ii) remove from the roster attorneys 
who— 

(I) fail to deliver effective representation 
or engage in unethical conduct; 

(II) fail to comply with such require-
ments as such program, entity, or selec-
tion committee or similar entity may es-
tablish regarding participation in training 
programs; or 

(III) during the past 5 years, have been 
sanctioned by a bar association or court 
for ethical misconduct relating to the at-
torney’s conduct as defense counsel in a 
criminal case in Federal or State court; 
and 

(F) ensure funding for the cost of com-
petent legal representation by the defense 
team and outside experts selected by coun-
sel, who shall be compensated— 
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(i) in the case of a State that employs a 
statutory procedure described in para-
graph (1)(C), in accordance with the re-
quirements of that statutory procedure; 
and 

(ii) in all other cases, as follows: 
(I) Attorneys employed by a public de-

fender program shall be compensated ac-
cording to a salary scale that is com-
mensurate with the salary scale of the 
prosecutor’s office in the jurisdiction. 

(II) Appointed attorneys shall be com-
pensated for actual time and service, 
computed on an hourly basis and at a 
reasonable hourly rate in light of the 
qualifications and experience of the at-
torney and the local market for legal 
representation in cases reflecting the 
complexity and responsibility of capital 
cases. 

(III) Non-attorney members of the de-
fense team, including investigators, 
mitigation specialists, and experts, shall 
be compensated at a rate that reflects 
the specialized skills needed by those 
who assist counsel with the litigation of 
death penalty cases. 

(IV) Attorney and non-attorney mem-
bers of the defense team shall be reim-
bursed for reasonable incidental ex-
penses. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title IV, § 421, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2286.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act 
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter. 

§ 14163a. Capital prosecution improvement 
grants 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall award grants to 
States for the purpose of enhancing the ability 
of prosecutors to effectively represent the public 
in State capital cases. 

(b) Use of funds 

(1) Permitted uses 

Grants awarded under subsection (a) of this 
section shall be used for one or more of the 
following: 

(A) To design and implement training pro-
grams for State and local prosecutors to en-
sure effective representation in State capital 
cases. 

(B) To develop and implement appropriate 
standards and qualifications for State and 
local prosecutors who litigate State capital 
cases. 

(C) To assess the performance of State and 
local prosecutors who litigate State capital 
cases, provided that such assessment shall 
not include participation by the assessor in 
the trial of any specific capital case. 

(D) To identify and implement any poten-
tial legal reforms that may be appropriate 
to minimize the potential for error in the 
trial of capital cases. 

(E) To establish a program under which 
State and local prosecutors conduct a sys-
tematic review of cases in which a death 
sentence was imposed in order to identify 
cases in which post-conviction DNA testing 
may be appropriate. 

(F) To provide support and assistance to 
the families of murder victims. 

(2) Prohibited use 

Grants awarded under subsection (a) of this 
section shall not be used to fund, directly or 
indirectly, the prosecution of specific capital 
cases. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title IV, § 422, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2288.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act 
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter. 

§ 14163b. Applications 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General shall establish a process 
through which a State may apply for a grant 
under this part. 

(b) Application 

(1) In general 

A State desiring a grant under this part 
shall submit an application to the Attorney 
General at such time, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Attorney 
General may reasonably require. 

(2) Contents 

Each application submitted under paragraph 
(1) shall contain— 

(A) a certification by an appropriate offi-
cer of the State that the State authorizes 
capital punishment under its laws and con-
ducts, or will conduct, prosecutions in which 
capital punishment is sought; 

(B) a description of the communities to be 
served by the grant, including the nature of 
existing capital defender services and capital 
prosecution programs within such commu-
nities; 

(C) a long-term statewide strategy and de-
tailed implementation plan that— 

(i) reflects consultation with the judici-
ary, the organized bar, and State and local 
prosecutor and defender organizations; and 

(ii) establishes as a priority improve-
ment in the quality of trial-level represen-
tation of indigents charged with capital 
crimes and trial-level prosecution of cap-
ital crimes; 

(D) in the case of a State that employs a 
statutory procedure described in section 
14163(e)(1)(C) of this title, a certification by 
an appropriate officer of the State that the 
State is in substantial compliance with the 
requirements of the applicable State stat-
ute; and 

(E) assurances that Federal funds received 
under this part shall be— 

(i) used to supplement and not supplant 
non-Federal funds that would otherwise be 



Page 7110 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 14163c 

available for activities funded under this 
part; and 

(ii) allocated in accordance with section 
14163e(b) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title IV, § 423, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2288.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act 
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter. 

§ 14163c. State reports 

(a) In general 

Each State receiving funds under this part 
shall submit an annual report to the Attorney 
General that— 

(1) identifies the activities carried out with 
such funds; and 

(2) explains how each activity complies with 
the terms and conditions of the grant. 

(b) Capital representation improvement grants 

With respect to the funds provided under sec-
tion 14163 of this title, a report under subsection 
(a) of this section shall include— 

(1) an accounting of all amounts expended; 
(2) an explanation of the means by which the 

State— 
(A) invests the responsibility for identify-

ing and appointing qualified attorneys to 
represent indigents in capital cases in a pro-
gram described in section 14163(e)(1)(A) of 
this title, an entity described in section 
14163(e)(1)(B) of this title, or a selection com-
mittee or similar entity described in section 
14163(e)(1)(C) of this title; and 

(B) requires such program, entity, or selec-
tion committee or similar entity, or other 
appropriate entity designated pursuant to 
the statutory procedure described in section 
14163(e)(1)(C) of this title, to— 

(i) establish qualifications for attorneys 
who may be appointed to represent indi-
gents in capital cases in accordance with 
section 14163(e)(2)(A) of this title; 

(ii) establish and maintain a roster of 
qualified attorneys in accordance with sec-
tion 14163(e)(2)(B) of this title; 

(iii) assign attorneys from the roster in 
accordance with section 14163(e)(2)(C) of 
this title; 

(iv) conduct, sponsor, or approve special-
ized training programs for attorneys rep-
resenting defendants in capital cases in ac-
cordance with section 14163(e)(2)(D) of this 
title; 

(v) monitor the performance and train-
ing program attendance of appointed at-
torneys, and remove from the roster attor-
neys who fail to deliver effective represen-
tation or fail to comply with such require-
ments as such program, entity, or selec-
tion committee or similar entity may es-
tablish regarding participation in training 
programs, in accordance with section 
14163(e)(2)(E) of this title; and 

(vi) ensure funding for the cost of com-
petent legal representation by the defense 

team and outside experts selected by coun-
sel, in accordance with section 
14163(e)(2)(F) of this title, including a 
statement setting forth— 

(I) if the State employs a public de-
fender program under section 
14163(e)(1)(A) of this title, the salaries re-
ceived by the attorneys employed by 
such program and the salaries received 
by attorneys in the prosecutor’s office in 
the jurisdiction; 

(II) if the State employs appointed at-
torneys under section 14163(e)(1)(B) of 
this title, the hourly fees received by 
such attorneys for actual time and serv-
ice and the basis on which the hourly 
rate was calculated; 

(III) the amounts paid to non-attorney 
members of the defense team, and the 
basis on which such amounts were deter-
mined; and 

(IV) the amounts for which attorney 
and non-attorney members of the de-
fense team were reimbursed for reason-
able incidental expenses; 

(3) in the case of a State that employs a 
statutory procedure described in section 
14163(e)(1)(C) of this title, an assessment of the 
extent to which the State is in compliance 
with the requirements of the applicable State 
statute; and 

(4) a statement confirming that the funds 
have not been used to fund representation in 
specific capital cases or to supplant non-Fed-
eral funds. 

(c) Capital prosecution improvement grants 

With respect to the funds provided under sec-
tion 14163a of this title, a report under sub-
section (a) of this section shall include— 

(1) an accounting of all amounts expended; 
(2) a description of the means by which the 

State has— 
(A) designed and established training pro-

grams for State and local prosecutors to en-
sure effective representation in State capital 
cases in accordance with section 
14163a(b)(1)(A) of this title; 

(B) developed and implemented appro-
priate standards and qualifications for State 
and local prosecutors who litigate State cap-
ital cases in accordance with section 
14163a(b)(1)(B) of this title; 

(C) assessed the performance of State and 
local prosecutors who litigate State capital 
cases in accordance with section 
14163a(b)(1)(C) of this title; 

(D) identified and implemented any poten-
tial legal reforms that may be appropriate 
to minimize the potential for error in the 
trial of capital cases in accordance with sec-
tion 14163a(b)(1)(D) of this title; 

(E) established a program under which 
State and local prosecutors conduct a sys-
tematic review of cases in which a death 
sentence was imposed in order to identify 
cases in which post-conviction DNA testing 
may be appropriate in accordance with sec-
tion 14163a(b)(1)(E) of this title; and 

(F) provided support and assistance to the 
families of murder victims; and 
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(3) a statement confirming that the funds 
have not been used to fund the prosecution of 
specific capital cases or to supplant non-Fed-
eral funds. 

(d) Public disclosure of annual State reports 

The annual reports to the Attorney General 
submitted by any State under this section shall 
be made available to the public. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title IV, § 424, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2289.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act 
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter. 

§ 14163d. Evaluations by Inspector General and 
administrative remedies 

(a) Evaluation by Inspector General 

(1) In general 

As soon as practicable after the end of the 
first fiscal year for which a State receives 
funds under a grant made under this part, the 
Inspector General of the Department of Jus-
tice (in this section referred to as the ‘‘Inspec-
tor General’’) shall— 

(A) submit to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate a report evaluating the compliance by 
the State with the terms and conditions of 
the grant; and 

(B) if the Inspector General concludes that 
the State is not in compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the grant, specify 
any deficiencies and make recommendations 
to the Attorney General for corrective ac-
tion. 

(2) Priority 

In conducting evaluations under this sub-
section, the Inspector General shall give prior-
ity to States that the Inspector General deter-
mines, based on information submitted by the 
State and other comments provided by any 
other person, to be at the highest risk of non-
compliance. 

(3) Determination for statutory procedure 
States 

For each State that employs a statutory 
procedure described in section 14163(e)(1)(C) of 
this title, the Inspector General shall submit 
to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the Senate, not later than 
the end of the first fiscal year for which such 
State receives funds, a determination as to 
whether the State is in substantial compliance 
with the requirements of the applicable State 
statute. 

(4) Comments from public 

The Inspector General shall receive and con-
sider comments from any member of the pub-
lic regarding any State’s compliance with the 
terms and conditions of a grant made under 
this part. To facilitate the receipt of such 

comments, the Inspector General shall main-
tain on its website a form that any member of 
the public may submit, either electronically 
or otherwise, providing comments. The Inspec-
tor General shall give appropriate consider-
ation to all such public comments in review-
ing reports submitted under section 14163c of 
this title or in establishing the priority for 
conducting evaluations under this section. 

(b) Administrative review 

(1) Comment 

Upon the submission of a report under sub-
section (a)(1) of this section or a determina-
tion under subsection (a)(3) of this section, the 
Attorney General shall provide the State with 
an opportunity to comment regarding the 
findings and conclusions of the report or the 
determination. 

(2) Corrective action plan 

If the Attorney General, after reviewing a 
report under subsection (a)(1) of this section 
or a determination under subsection (a)(3) of 
this section, determines that a State is not in 
compliance with the terms and conditions of 
the grant, the Attorney General shall consult 
with the appropriate State authorities to 
enter into a plan for corrective action. If the 
State does not agree to a plan for corrective 
action that has been approved by the Attorney 
General within 90 days after the submission of 
the report under subsection (a)(1) of this sec-
tion or the determination under subsection 
(a)(3) of this section, the Attorney General 
shall, within 30 days, issue guidance to the 
State regarding corrective action to bring the 
State into compliance. 

(3) Report to Congress 

Not later than 90 days after the earlier of 
the implementation of a corrective action plan 
or the issuance of guidance under paragraph 
(2), the Attorney General shall submit a report 
to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the Senate as to whether 
the State has taken corrective action and is in 
compliance with the terms and conditions of 
the grant. 

(c) Penalties for noncompliance 

If the State fails to take the prescribed correc-
tive action under subsection (b) of this section 
and is not in compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the grant, the Attorney General 
shall discontinue all further funding under sec-
tions 14163 and 14163a of this title and require 
the State to return the funds granted under such 
sections for that fiscal year. Nothing in this 
paragraph shall prevent a State which has been 
subject to penalties for noncompliance from re-
applying for a grant under this part in another 
fiscal year. 

(d) Periodic reports 

During the grant period, the Inspector General 
shall periodically review the compliance of each 
State with the terms and conditions of the 
grant. 

(e) Administrative costs 

Not less than 2.5 percent of the funds appro-
priated to carry out this part for each of fiscal 
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years 2005 through 2009 shall be made available 
to the Inspector General for purposes of carry-
ing out this section. Such sums shall remain 
available until expended. 

(f) Special rule for ‘‘statutory procedure’’ States 
not in substantial compliance with statutory 
procedures 

(1) In general 

In the case of a State that employs a statu-
tory procedure described in section 
14163(e)(1)(C) of this title, if the Inspector Gen-
eral submits a determination under subsection 
(a)(3) of this section that the State is not in 
substantial compliance with the requirements 
of the applicable State statute, then for the 
period beginning with the date on which that 
determination was submitted and ending on 
the date on which the Inspector General deter-
mines that the State is in substantial compli-
ance with the requirements of that statute, 
the funds awarded under this part shall be al-
located solely for the uses described in section 
14163 of this title. 

(2) Rule of construction 

The requirements of this subsection apply in 
addition to, and not instead of, the other re-
quirements of this section. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title IV, § 425, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2291.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act 
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter. 

§ 14163e. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Authorization for grants 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$75,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2005 through 
2009 to carry out this part. 

(b) Restriction on use of funds to ensure equal 
allocation 

Each State receiving a grant under this part 
shall allocate the funds equally between the 
uses described in section 14163 of this title and 
the uses described in section 14163a of this title, 
except as provided in section 14163d(f) of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 108–405, title IV, § 426, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2292.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act 
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter. 

SUBCHAPTER X—MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 
PREVENTION 

§ 14171. Motor vehicle theft prevention program 

(a) In general 

Not later than 180 days after September 13, 
1994, the Attorney General shall develop, in co-
operation with the States, a national voluntary 

motor vehicle theft prevention program (in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘program’’) under 
which— 

(1) the owner of a motor vehicle may volun-
tarily sign a consent form with a participating 
State or locality in which the motor vehicle 
owner— 

(A) states that the vehicle is not normally 
operated under certain specified conditions; 
and 

(B) agrees to— 
(i) display program decals or devices on 

the owner’s vehicle; and 
(ii) permit law enforcement officials in 

any State to stop the motor vehicle and 
take reasonable steps to determine wheth-
er the vehicle is being operated by or with 
the permission of the owner, if the vehicle 
is being operated under the specified con-
ditions; and 

(2) participating States and localities au-
thorize law enforcement officials in the State 
or locality to stop motor vehicles displaying 
program decals or devices under specified con-
ditions and take reasonable steps to determine 
whether the vehicle is being operated by or 
with the permission of the owner. 

(b) Uniform decal or device designs 

(1) In general 

The motor vehicle theft prevention program 
developed pursuant to this section shall in-
clude a uniform design or designs for decals or 
other devices to be displayed by motor vehi-
cles participating in the program. 

(2) Type of design 

The uniform design shall— 
(A) be highly visible; and 
(B) explicitly state that the motor vehicle 

to which it is affixed may be stopped under 
the specified conditions without additional 
grounds for establishing a reasonable sus-
picion that the vehicle is being operated un-
lawfully. 

(c) Voluntary consent form 

The voluntary consent form used to enroll in 
the program shall— 

(1) clearly state that participation in the 
program is voluntary; 

(2) clearly explain that participation in the 
program means that, if the participating vehi-
cle is being operated under the specified condi-
tions, law enforcement officials may stop the 
vehicle and take reasonable steps to determine 
whether it is being operated by or with the 
consent of the owner, even if the law enforce-
ment officials have no other basis for believing 
that the vehicle is being operated unlawfully; 

(3) include an express statement that the ve-
hicle is not normally operated under the speci-
fied conditions and that the operation of the 
vehicle under those conditions would provide 
sufficient grounds for a prudent law enforce-
ment officer to reasonably believe that the ve-
hicle was not being operated by or with the 
consent of the owner; and 

(4) include any additional information that 
the Attorney General may reasonably require. 
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