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(3) the term ‘‘payload’’ means anything that 
a person undertakes to transport to, from, or 
within outer space, or in suborbital trajectory, 
by means of a space transportation vehicle, 
but does not include the space transportation 
vehicle itself except for its components which 
are specifically designed or adapted for that 
payload; 

(4) the term ‘‘space-related activities’’ in-
cludes research and development, manufactur-
ing, processing, service, and other associated 
and support activities; 

(5) the term ‘‘space transportation services’’ 
means the preparation of a space transpor-
tation vehicle and its payloads for transpor-
tation to, from, or within outer space, or in 
suborbital trajectory, and the conduct of 
transporting a payload to, from, or within 
outer space, or in suborbital trajectory; 

(6) the term ‘‘space transportation vehicle’’ 
means any vehicle constructed for the purpose 
of operating in, or transporting a payload to, 
from, or within, outer space, or in suborbital 
trajectory, and includes any component of 
such vehicle not specifically designed or 
adapted for a payload; 

(7) the term ‘‘State’’ means each of the sev-
eral States of the Union, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, and any other commonwealth, terri-
tory, or possession of the United States; and 

(8) the term ‘‘United States commercial pro-
vider’’ means a commercial provider, orga-
nized under the laws of the United States or of 
a State, which is— 

(A) more than 50 percent owned by United 
States nationals; or 

(B) a subsidiary of a foreign company and 
the Secretary of Transportation finds that— 

(i) such subsidiary has in the past evi-
denced a substantial commitment to the 
United States market through— 

(I) investments in the United States in 
long-term research, development, and 
manufacturing (including the manufac-
ture of major components and subassem-
blies); and 

(II) significant contributions to em-
ployment in the United States; and 

(ii) the country or countries in which 
such foreign company is incorporated or 
organized, and, if appropriate, in which it 
principally conducts its business, affords 
reciprocal treatment to companies de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) comparable to 
that afforded to such foreign company’s 
subsidiary in the United States, as evi-
denced by— 

(I) providing comparable opportunities 
for companies described in subparagraph 
(A) to participate in Government spon-
sored research and development similar 
to that authorized under this Act; 

(II) providing no barriers, to companies 
described in subparagraph (A) with re-
spect to local investment opportunities, 
that are not provided to foreign compa-
nies in the United States; and 

(III) providing adequate and effective 
protection for the intellectual property 

rights of companies described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

(Pub. L. 105–303, § 2, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2843.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 105–303, Oct. 
28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2843, which is classified principally to 
this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 105–303, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2843, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this section, sub-
chapters I and II of this chapter, and sections 70120 and 
70121 of Title 49, Transportation, amending sections 
2465c and 2465f of this title, sections 5621, 5622, and 5803 
of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, and sections 70101 to 
70106, 70108 to 70113, 70115, 70117, and 70119 of Title 49, re-
pealing sections 2465b, 2465d, and 2465e of this title, and 
enacting provisions set out as a note under section 
70105 of Title 49] may be cited as the ‘Commercial 
Space Act of 1998’.’’ 

Pub. L. 107–248, title IX, § 901, Oct. 23, 2002, 116 Stat. 
1573, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting subchapter III 
of this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Commercial Reus-
able In-Space Transportation Act of 2002’.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER I—PROMOTION OF 
COMMERCIAL SPACE OPPORTUNITIES 

§ 14711. Commercialization of Space Station 

(a) Policy 

The Congress declares that a priority goal of 
constructing the International Space Station is 
the economic development of Earth orbital 
space. The Congress further declares that free 
and competitive markets create the most effi-
cient conditions for promoting economic devel-
opment, and should therefore govern the eco-
nomic development of Earth orbital space. The 
Congress further declares that the use of free 
market principles in operating, servicing, allo-
cating the use of, and adding capabilities to the 
Space Station, and the resulting fullest possible 
engagement of commercial providers and par-
ticipation of commercial users, will reduce 
Space Station operational costs for all partners 
and the Federal Government’s share of the 
United States burden to fund operations. 

(b) Reports 

(1) The Administrator shall deliver to the 
Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate, with-
in 90 days after October 28, 1998, a study that 
identifies and examines— 

(A) the opportunities for commercial provid-
ers to play a role in International Space Sta-
tion activities, including operation, use, serv-
icing, and augmentation; 

(B) the potential cost savings to be derived 
from commercial providers playing a role in 
each of these activities; 

(C) which of the opportunities described in 
subparagraph (A) the Administrator plans to 
make available to commercial providers in fis-
cal years 1999 and 2000; 

(D) the specific policies and initiatives the 
Administrator is advancing to encourage and 
facilitate these commercial opportunities; and 

(E) the revenues and cost reimbursements to 
the Federal Government from commercial 
users of the Space Station. 
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(2) The Administrator shall deliver to the 
Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate, with-
in 180 days after October 28, 1998, an independ-
ently conducted market study that examines 
and evaluates potential industry interest in pro-
viding commercial goods and services for the op-
eration, servicing, and augmentation of the 
International Space Station, and in the com-
mercial use of the International Space Station. 
This study shall also include updates to the cost 
savings and revenue estimates made in the 
study described in paragraph (1) based on the ex-
ternal market assessment. 

(3) The Administrator shall deliver to the Con-
gress, no later than the submission of the Presi-
dent’s annual budget request for fiscal year 2000, 
a report detailing how many proposals (whether 
solicited or not) the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration received during calendar 
years 1997 and 1998 regarding commercial oper-
ation, servicing, utilization, or augmentation of 
the International Space Station, broken down 
by each of these four categories, and specifying 
how many agreements the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration has entered into in 
response to these proposals, also broken down by 
these four categories. 

(4) Each of the studies and reports required by 
paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) shall include consider-
ation of the potential role of State governments 
as brokers in promoting commercial participa-
tion in the International Space Station pro-
gram. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 101, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2845.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

SPACE STATION COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 106–74, title IV, § 434, Oct. 20, 1999, 113 Stat. 
1097, as amended by Pub. L. 106–391, title II, § 204, Oct. 
30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1590, provided that: 

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is to es-
tablish a demonstration regarding the commercial fea-
sibility and economic viability of private sector busi-
ness operations involving the International Space Sta-
tion and its related infrastructure. The goal will be fur-
thered by the early use of the International Space Sta-
tion by United States commercial entities committing 
private capital to commercial enterprises on the Inter-
national Space Station. In conjunction with this dem-
onstration program, the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) shall establish and pub-
lish a price policy designed to eliminate price uncer-
tainty for those planning to utilize the International 
Space Station and its related facilities for United 
States commercial use. 

‘‘(b) USE OF RECEIPTS FOR COMMERCIAL USE.—Any re-
ceipts collected by NASA from the commercial use of 
the International Space Station shall first be used to 
offset any costs incurred by NASA in support of the 
United States commercial use of the International 
Space Station. Any receipts collected in excess of the 
costs identified pursuant to the prior sentence may be 
retained by NASA for use without fiscal year limita-
tion in promoting the commercial use of the Inter-
national Space Station. 

‘‘(c) REPORT.—NASA shall submit an annual report to 
the Congress that identifies all receipts that are col-
lected under this section, the use of the receipts and 
the status of the demonstration. NASA shall submit a 
final report on the status of the demonstration, includ-
ing any recommendation for expansion, within 120 days 
of the completion of the assembly of the International 
Space Station or the end of fiscal year 2002, whichever 
is earlier. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term 
‘United States commercial use’ means private commer-
cial projects that are designed to benefit the United 
States through the sales of goods or services or the cre-
ation of jobs, or both. 

‘‘(e) TERMINATION.—The demonstration program es-
tablished under this section shall apply to United 
States commercial use agreements that are entered 
into prior to the date of the completion of the Inter-
national Space Station or the end of fiscal year 2002, 
whichever is earlier.’’ 

§ 14712. Promotion of United States Global Posi-
tioning System standards 

(a) Finding 

The Congress finds that the Global Position-
ing System, including satellites, signal equip-
ment, ground stations, data links, and associ-
ated command and control facilities, has be-
come an essential element in civil, scientific, 
and military space development because of the 
emergence of a United States commercial indus-
try which provides Global Positioning System 
equipment and related services. 

(b) International cooperation 

In order to support and sustain the Global Po-
sitioning System in a manner that will most ef-
fectively contribute to the national security, 
public safety, scientific, and economic interests 
of the United States, the Congress encourages 
the President to— 

(1) ensure the operation of the Global Posi-
tioning System on a continuous worldwide 
basis free of direct user fees; 

(2) enter into international agreements that 
promote cooperation with foreign govern-
ments and international organizations to— 

(A) establish the Global Positioning Sys-
tem and its augmentations as an acceptable 
international standard; and 

(B) eliminate any foreign barriers to appli-
cations of the Global Positioning System 
worldwide; and 

(3) provide clear direction and adequate re-
sources to the Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Information so 
that on an international basis the Assistant 
Secretary can— 

(A) achieve and sustain efficient manage-
ment of the electromagnetic spectrum used 
by the Global Positioning System; and 

(B) protect that spectrum from disruption 
and interference. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 104, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2852.) 

§ 14713. Acquisition of space science data 

(a) Acquisition from commercial providers 

The Administrator shall, to the extent pos-
sible and while satisfying the scientific or edu-
cational requirements of the National Aero-
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nautics and Space Administration, and where 
appropriate, of other Federal agencies and sci-
entific researchers, acquire, where cost effec-
tive, space science data from a commercial pro-
vider. 

(b) Treatment of space science data as commer-
cial item under acquisition laws 

Acquisitions of space science data by the Ad-
ministrator shall be carried out in accordance 
with applicable acquisition laws and regulations 
(including chapters 137 and 140 of title 10). For 
purposes of such law and regulations, space 
science data shall be considered to be a commer-
cial item. Nothing in this subsection shall be 
construed to preclude the United States from 
acquiring, through contracts with commercial 
providers, sufficient rights in data to meet the 
needs of the scientific and educational commu-
nity or the needs of other government activities. 

(c) Definition 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘space 
science data’’ includes scientific data concern-
ing— 

(1) the elemental and mineralogical re-
sources of the moon, asteroids, planets and 
their moons, and comets; 

(2) microgravity acceleration; and 
(3) solar storm monitoring. 

(d) Safety standards 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the Federal Government from requiring 
compliance with applicable safety standards. 

(e) Limitation 

This section does not authorize the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration to pro-
vide financial assistance for the development of 
commercial systems for the collection of space 
science data. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 105, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2852.) 

§ 14714. Administration of commercial space cen-
ters 

The Administrator shall administer the Com-
mercial Space Center program in a coordinated 
manner from National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 106, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2853.) 

§ 14715. Sources of Earth Science data 

(a) Acquisition 

The Administrator shall, to the extent pos-
sible and while satisfying the scientific or edu-
cational requirements of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and where 
appropriate, of other Federal agencies and sci-
entific researchers, acquire, where cost-effec-
tive, space-based and airborne Earth remote 
sensing data, services, distribution, and applica-
tions from a commercial provider. 

(b) Treatment as commercial item under acquisi-
tion laws 

Acquisitions by the Administrator of the data, 
services, distribution, and applications referred 

to in subsection (a) of this section shall be car-
ried out in accordance with applicable acquisi-
tion laws and regulations (including chapters 137 
and 140 of title 10). For purposes of such law and 
regulations, such data, services, distribution, 
and applications shall be considered to be a com-
mercial item. Nothing in this subsection shall 
be construed to preclude the United States from 
acquiring, through contracts with commercial 
providers, sufficient rights in data to meet the 
needs of the scientific and educational commu-
nity or the needs of other government activities. 

(c) Study 

(1) The Administrator shall conduct a study to 
determine the extent to which the baseline sci-
entific requirements of Earth Science can be 
met by commercial providers, and how the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
will meet such requirements which cannot be 
met by commercial providers. 

(2) The study conducted under this subsection 
shall— 

(A) make recommendations to promote the 
availability of information from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration to 
commercial providers to enable commercial 
providers to better meet the baseline scientific 
requirements of Earth Science; 

(B) make recommendations to promote the 
dissemination to commercial providers of in-
formation on advanced technology research 
and development performed by or for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration; 
and 

(C) identify policy, regulatory, and legisla-
tive barriers to the implementation of the rec-
ommendations made under this subsection. 

(3) The results of the study conducted under 
this subsection shall be transmitted to the Con-
gress within 6 months after October 28, 1998. 

(d) Safety standards 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the Federal Government from requiring 
compliance with applicable safety standards. 

(e) Administration and execution 

This section shall be carried out as part of the 
Commercial Remote Sensing Program at the 
Stennis Space Center. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 107, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2853.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 107 of Pub. L. 105–303. 
Subsec. (f) of section 107 of Pub. L. 105–303 amended sec-
tions 5621 and 5622 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. 

SUBCHAPTER II—FEDERAL ACQUISITION 
OF SPACE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

§ 14731. Requirement to procure commercial 
space transportation services 

(a) In general 

Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
the Federal Government shall acquire space 
transportation services from United States com-
mercial providers whenever such services are re-
quired in the course of its activities. To the 
maximum extent practicable, the Federal Gov-
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