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nautics and Space Administration, and where 
appropriate, of other Federal agencies and sci-
entific researchers, acquire, where cost effec-
tive, space science data from a commercial pro-
vider. 

(b) Treatment of space science data as commer-
cial item under acquisition laws 

Acquisitions of space science data by the Ad-
ministrator shall be carried out in accordance 
with applicable acquisition laws and regulations 
(including chapters 137 and 140 of title 10). For 
purposes of such law and regulations, space 
science data shall be considered to be a commer-
cial item. Nothing in this subsection shall be 
construed to preclude the United States from 
acquiring, through contracts with commercial 
providers, sufficient rights in data to meet the 
needs of the scientific and educational commu-
nity or the needs of other government activities. 

(c) Definition 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘space 
science data’’ includes scientific data concern-
ing— 

(1) the elemental and mineralogical re-
sources of the moon, asteroids, planets and 
their moons, and comets; 

(2) microgravity acceleration; and 
(3) solar storm monitoring. 

(d) Safety standards 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the Federal Government from requiring 
compliance with applicable safety standards. 

(e) Limitation 

This section does not authorize the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration to pro-
vide financial assistance for the development of 
commercial systems for the collection of space 
science data. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 105, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2852.) 

§ 14714. Administration of commercial space cen-
ters 

The Administrator shall administer the Com-
mercial Space Center program in a coordinated 
manner from National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 106, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2853.) 

§ 14715. Sources of Earth Science data 

(a) Acquisition 

The Administrator shall, to the extent pos-
sible and while satisfying the scientific or edu-
cational requirements of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and where 
appropriate, of other Federal agencies and sci-
entific researchers, acquire, where cost-effec-
tive, space-based and airborne Earth remote 
sensing data, services, distribution, and applica-
tions from a commercial provider. 

(b) Treatment as commercial item under acquisi-
tion laws 

Acquisitions by the Administrator of the data, 
services, distribution, and applications referred 

to in subsection (a) of this section shall be car-
ried out in accordance with applicable acquisi-
tion laws and regulations (including chapters 137 
and 140 of title 10). For purposes of such law and 
regulations, such data, services, distribution, 
and applications shall be considered to be a com-
mercial item. Nothing in this subsection shall 
be construed to preclude the United States from 
acquiring, through contracts with commercial 
providers, sufficient rights in data to meet the 
needs of the scientific and educational commu-
nity or the needs of other government activities. 

(c) Study 

(1) The Administrator shall conduct a study to 
determine the extent to which the baseline sci-
entific requirements of Earth Science can be 
met by commercial providers, and how the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
will meet such requirements which cannot be 
met by commercial providers. 

(2) The study conducted under this subsection 
shall— 

(A) make recommendations to promote the 
availability of information from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration to 
commercial providers to enable commercial 
providers to better meet the baseline scientific 
requirements of Earth Science; 

(B) make recommendations to promote the 
dissemination to commercial providers of in-
formation on advanced technology research 
and development performed by or for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration; 
and 

(C) identify policy, regulatory, and legisla-
tive barriers to the implementation of the rec-
ommendations made under this subsection. 

(3) The results of the study conducted under 
this subsection shall be transmitted to the Con-
gress within 6 months after October 28, 1998. 

(d) Safety standards 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the Federal Government from requiring 
compliance with applicable safety standards. 

(e) Administration and execution 

This section shall be carried out as part of the 
Commercial Remote Sensing Program at the 
Stennis Space Center. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 107, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2853.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 107 of Pub. L. 105–303. 
Subsec. (f) of section 107 of Pub. L. 105–303 amended sec-
tions 5621 and 5622 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. 

SUBCHAPTER II—FEDERAL ACQUISITION 
OF SPACE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

§ 14731. Requirement to procure commercial 
space transportation services 

(a) In general 

Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
the Federal Government shall acquire space 
transportation services from United States com-
mercial providers whenever such services are re-
quired in the course of its activities. To the 
maximum extent practicable, the Federal Gov-
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ernment shall plan missions to accommodate 
the space transportation services capabilities of 
United States commercial providers. 

(b) Exceptions 

The Federal Government shall not be required 
to acquire space transportation services under 
subsection (a) of this section if, on a case-by- 
case basis, the Administrator or, in the case of 
a national security issue, the Secretary of the 
Air Force, determines that— 

(1) a payload requires the unique capabilities 
of the Space Shuttle; 

(2) cost effective space transportation serv-
ices that meet specific mission requirements 
would not be reasonably available from United 
States commercial providers when required; 

(3) the use of space transportation services 
from United States commercial providers 
poses an unacceptable risk of loss of a unique 
scientific opportunity; 

(4) the use of space transportation services 
from United States commercial providers is 
inconsistent with national security objectives; 

(5) the use of space transportation services 
from United States commercial providers is 
inconsistent with international agreements 
for international collaborative efforts relating 
to science and technology; 

(6) it is more cost effective to transport a 
payload in conjunction with a test or dem-
onstration of a space transportation vehicle 
owned by the Federal Government; or 

(7) a payload can make use of the available 
cargo space on a Space Shuttle mission as a 
secondary payload, and such payload is con-
sistent with the requirements of research, de-
velopment, demonstration, scientific, com-
mercial, and educational programs authorized 
by the Administrator. 

Nothing in this section shall prevent the Admin-
istrator from planning or negotiating agree-
ments with foreign entities for the launch of 
Federal Government payloads for international 
collaborative efforts relating to science and 
technology. 

(c) Delayed effect 

Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply 
to space transportation services and space 
transportation vehicles acquired or owned by 
the Federal Government before October 28, 1998, 
or with respect to which a contract for such ac-
quisition or ownership has been entered into be-
fore October 28, 1998. 

(d) Historical purposes 

This section shall not be construed to prohibit 
the Federal Government from acquiring, own-
ing, or maintaining space transportation vehi-
cles solely for historical display purposes. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title II, § 201, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2854.) 

§ 14732. Acquisition of commercial space trans-
portation services 

(a) Treatment of commercial space transpor-
tation services as commercial item under ac-
quisition laws 

Acquisitions of space transportation services 
by the Federal Government shall be carried out 

in accordance with applicable acquisition laws 
and regulations (including chapters 137 and 140 
of title 10). For purposes of such law and regula-
tions, space transportation services shall be con-
sidered to be a commercial item. 

(b) Safety standards 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the Federal Government from requiring 
compliance with applicable safety standards. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title II, § 202, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2855.) 

§ 14733. Shuttle privatization 

(a) Policy and preparation 

The Administrator shall prepare for an orderly 
transition from the Federal operation, or Fed-
eral management of contracted operation, of 
space transportation systems to the Federal 
purchase of commercial space transportation 
services for all nonemergency space transpor-
tation requirements for transportation to and 
from Earth orbit, including human, cargo, and 
mixed payloads. In those preparations, the Ad-
ministrator shall take into account the need for 
short-term economies, as well as the goal of re-
storing the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration’s research focus and its mandate to 
promote the fullest possible commercial use of 
space. As part of those preparations, the Admin-
istrator shall plan for the potential privatiza-
tion of the Space Shuttle program. Such plan 
shall keep safety and cost effectiveness as high 
priorities. Nothing in this section shall prohibit 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion from studying, designing, developing, or 
funding upgrades or modifications essential to 
the safe and economical operation of the Space 
Shuttle fleet. 

(b) Feasibility study 

The Administrator shall conduct a study of 
the feasibility of implementing the recom-
mendation of the Independent Shuttle Manage-
ment Review Team that the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration transition to-
ward the privatization of the Space Shuttle. The 
study shall identify, discuss, and, where pos-
sible, present options for resolving, the major 
policy and legal issues that must be addressed 
before the Space Shuttle is privatized, includ-
ing— 

(1) whether the Federal Government or the 
Space Shuttle contractor should own the 
Space Shuttle orbiters and ground facilities; 

(2) whether the Federal Government should 
indemnify the contractor for any third party 
liability arising from Space Shuttle oper-
ations, and, if so, under what terms and condi-
tions; 

(3) whether payloads other than National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration pay-
loads should be allowed to be launched on the 
Space Shuttle, how missions will be prior-
itized, and who will decide which mission flies 
and when; 

(4) whether commercial payloads should be 
allowed to be launched on the Space Shuttle 
and whether any classes of payloads should be 
made ineligible for launch consideration; 

(5) whether National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration and other Federal Government 
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payloads should have priority over non-Fed-
eral payloads in the Space Shuttle launch as-
signments, and what policies should be devel-
oped to prioritize among payloads generally; 

(6) whether the public interest requires that 
certain Space Shuttle functions continue to be 
performed by the Federal Government; and 

(7) how much cost savings, if any, will be 
generated by privatization of the Space Shut-
tle. 

(c) Report to Congress 

Within 60 days after October 28, 1998, the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
shall complete the study required under sub-
section (b) of this section and shall submit a re-
port on the study to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Science of the House 
of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title II, § 204, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2856.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 14734. Use of excess intercontinental ballistic 
missiles 

(a) In general 

The Federal Government shall not— 
(1) convert any missile described in sub-

section (c) of this section to a space transpor-
tation vehicle configuration; or 

(2) transfer ownership of any such missile to 
another person, except as provided in sub-
section (b) of this section. 

(b) Authorized Federal uses 

(1) A missile described in subsection (c) of this 
section may be converted for use as a space 
transportation vehicle by the Federal Govern-
ment if, except as provided in paragraph (2) and 
at least 30 days before such conversion, the 
agency seeking to use the missile as a space 
transportation vehicle transmits to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services and the Committee on 
Science of the House of Representatives, and to 
the Committee on Armed Services and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, a certification that the use 
of such missile— 

(A) would result in cost savings to the Fed-
eral Government when compared to the cost of 
acquiring space transportation services from 
United States commercial providers; 

(B) meets all mission requirements of the 
agency, including performance, schedule, and 
risk requirements; 

(C) is consistent with international obliga-
tions of the United States; and 

(D) is approved by the Secretary of Defense 
or his designee. 

(2) The requirement under paragraph (1) that 
the certification described in that paragraph 
must be transmitted at least 30 days before con-
version of the missile shall not apply if the Sec-
retary of Defense determines that compliance 
with that requirement would be inconsistent 

with meeting immediate national security re-
quirements. 

(c) Missiles referred to 

The missiles referred to in this section are 
missiles owned by the United States that— 

(1) were formerly used by the Department of 
Defense for national defense purposes as inter-
continental ballistic missiles; and 

(2) have been declared excess to United 
States national defense needs and are in com-
pliance with international obligations of the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title II, § 205, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2857; Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title X, 
§ 1067(21), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 775.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106–65 substituted ‘‘trans-
mits to the Committee on Armed Services’’ for ‘‘trans-
mits to the Committee on National Security’’ in intro-
ductory provisions. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 14735. National launch capability study 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds that a robust satellite and 
launch industry in the United States serves the 
interest of the United States by— 

(1) contributing to the economy of the 
United States; 

(2) strengthening employment, techno-
logical, and scientific interests of the United 
States; and 

(3) serving the foreign policy and national 
security interests of the United States. 

(b) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Defense. 

(2) Total potential national mission model 

The term ‘‘total potential national mission 
model’’ means a model that— 

(A) is determined by the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Administrator, to assess 
the total potential space missions to be con-
ducted in the United States during a speci-
fied period of time; and 

(B) includes all launches in the United 
States (including launches conducted on or 
off a Federal range). 

(c) Report 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after October 28, 1998, 
the Secretary shall, in consultation with the 
Administrator and appropriate representatives 
of the satellite and launch industry and the 
governments of States and political subdivi-
sions thereof— 

(A) prepare a report that meets the re-
quirements of this subsection; and 

(B) submit that report to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
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of the Senate and the Committee on Science 
of the House of Representatives. 

(2) Requirements for report 

The report prepared under this subsection 
shall— 

(A) identify the total potential national 
mission model for the period beginning on 
the date of the report and ending on Decem-
ber 31, 2007; 

(B) identify the resources that are nec-
essary or available to carry out the total po-
tential national mission model described in 
subparagraph (A), including— 

(i) launch property and services of the 
Department of Defense, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and 
non-Federal facilities; and 

(ii) the ability to support commercial 
launch-on-demand on short notification, 
taking into account Federal requirements, 
at launch sites or test ranges in the United 
States; 

(C) identify each deficiency in the re-
sources referred to in subparagraph (B); and 

(D) with respect to the deficiencies identi-
fied under subparagraph (C), include esti-
mates of the level of funding necessary to 
address those deficiencies for the period de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

(d) Recommendations 

Based on the reports under subsection (c) of 
this section, the Secretary, after consultation 
with the Secretary of Transportation, the Sec-
retary of Commerce, and representatives from 
interested private sector entities, States, and 
local governments, shall— 

(1) identify opportunities for investment by 
non-Federal entities (including States and po-
litical subdivisions thereof and private sector 
entities) to assist the Federal Government in 
providing launch capabilities for the commer-
cial space industry in the United States; 

(2) identify one or more methods by which, if 
sufficient resources referred to in subsection 
(c)(2)(D) of this section are not available to 
the Department of Defense and the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, the 
control of the launch property and launch 
services of the Department of Defense and the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion may be transferred from the Department 
of Defense and the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration to— 

(A) one or more other Federal agencies; 
(B) one or more States (or subdivisions 

thereof); 
(C) one or more private sector entities; or 
(D) any combination of the entities de-

scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (C); 
and 

(3) identify the technical, structural, and 
legal impediments associated with making 
launch sites or test ranges in the United 
States viable and competitive. 

(Pub. L. 105–303, title II, § 206, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2857.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 

House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

SUBCHAPTER III—COMMERCIAL REUSABLE 
IN-SPACE TRANSPORTATION 

CODIFICATION 

This subchapter was enacted as part of the Commer-
cial Reusable In-Space Transportation Act of 2002, and 
also as part of the Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2003, and not as part of the Commercial 
Space Act of 1998, which comprises subchapters I and II 
of this chapter. 

§ 14751. Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) It is in the national interest to encourage 

the production of cost-effective, in-space 
transportation systems, which would be built 
and operated by the private sector on a com-
mercial basis. 

(2) The use of reusable in-space transpor-
tation systems will enhance performance lev-
els of in-space operations, enhance efficient 
and safe disposal of satellites at the end of 
their useful lives, and increase the capability 
and reliability of existing ground-to-space 
launch vehicles. 

(3) Commercial reusable in-space transpor-
tation systems will enhance the economic 
well-being and national security of the United 
States by reducing space operations costs for 
commercial and national space programs and 
by adding new space capabilities to space oper-
ations. 

(4) Commercial reusable in-space transpor-
tation systems will provide new cost-effective 
space capabilities (including orbital transfers 
from low altitude orbits to high altitude or-
bits and return, the correction of erroneous 
satellite orbits, and the recovery, refurbish-
ment, and refueling of satellites) and the pro-
vision of upper stage functions to increase 
ground-to-orbit launch vehicle payloads to 
geostationary and other high energy orbits. 

(5) Commercial reusable in-space transpor-
tation systems can enhance and enable the 
space exploration of the United States by pro-
viding lower cost trajectory injection from 
earth orbit, transit trajectory control, and 
planet arrival deceleration to support poten-
tial National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration missions to Mars, Pluto, and other 
planets. 

(6) Satellites stranded in erroneous earth 
orbit due to deficiencies in their launch rep-
resent substantial economic loss to the United 
States and present substantial concerns for 
the current backlog of national space assets. 

(7) Commercial reusable in-space transpor-
tation systems can provide new options for al-
ternative planning approaches and risk man-
agement to enhance the mission assurance of 
national space assets. 

(8) Commercial reusable in-space transpor-
tation systems developed by the private sector 
can provide in-space transportation services to 
the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, the Department of Defense, the Na-
tional Reconnaissance Office, and other agen-
cies without the need for the United States to 
bear the cost of production of such systems. 
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