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§ 16601. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Administrator 

The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

(2) ISS 

The term ‘‘ISS’’ means the International 
Space Station. 

(3) NASA 

The term ‘‘NASA’’ means the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, § 2, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2897.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 109–155, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
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Stat. 2895, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 109–155, § 1(a), Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2895, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter and sec-
tions 2459f–1, 2459k, and 2459l of this title, amending sec-
tions 2451, 2458c, 2459f, 2459g, 2473b, and 2477 of this title 
and section 9809 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees, repealing section 2473e of this title, and 
amending provisions set out as notes under section 2451 
of this title and section 47508 of Title 49, Transpor-
tation] may be cited as the ‘National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration Authorization Act of 2005’.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
AND REPORTS 

§ 16611. Responsibilities, policies, and plans 

(a) General responsibilities 

(1) Programs 

The Administrator shall ensure that NASA 
carries out a balanced set of programs that 
shall include, at a minimum, programs in— 

(A) human space flight, in accordance with 
subsection (b); 

(B) aeronautics research and development; 
and 

(C) scientific research, which shall include, 
at a minimum— 

(i) robotic missions to study the Moon 
and other planets and their moons, and to 
deepen understanding of astronomy, astro-
physics, and other areas of science that 
can be productively studied from space; 

(ii) earth science research and research 
on the Sun-Earth connection through the 
development and operation of research sat-
ellites and other means; 

(iii) support of university research in 
space science, earth science, and micro-
gravity science; and 

(iv) research on microgravity, including 
research that is not directly related to 
human exploration. 

(2) Consultation and coordination 

In carrying out the programs of NASA, the 
Administrator shall— 

(A) consult and coordinate to the extent 
appropriate with other relevant Federal 
agencies, including through the National 
Science and Technology Council; 

(B) work closely with the private sector, 
including by— 

(i) encouraging the work of entre-
preneurs who are seeking to develop new 
means to launch satellites, crew, or cargo; 

(ii) contracting with the private sector 
for crew and cargo services, including to 
the International Space Station, to the ex-
tent practicable; 

(iii) using commercially available prod-
ucts (including software) and services to 
the extent practicable to support all NASA 
activities; and 

(iv) encouraging commercial use and de-
velopment of space to the greatest extent 
practicable; and 

(C) involve other nations to the extent ap-
propriate. 

(b) Vision for space exploration 

(1) In general 

The Administrator shall establish a program 
to develop a sustained human presence on the 
Moon, including a robust precursor program, 
to promote exploration, science, commerce, 
and United States preeminence in space, and 
as a stepping-stone to future exploration of 
Mars and other destinations. The Adminis-
trator is further authorized to develop and 
conduct appropriate international collabora-
tions in pursuit of these goals. 

(2) Milestones 

The Administrator shall manage human 
space flight programs to strive to achieve the 
following milestones (in conformity with sec-
tion 16763 of this title)— 

(A) Returning Americans to the Moon no 
later than 2020. 

(B) Launching the Crew Exploration Vehi-
cle as close to 2010 as possible. 

(C) Increasing knowledge of the impacts of 
long duration stays in space on the human 
body using the most appropriate facilities 
available, including the ISS. 

(D) Enabling humans to land on and return 
from Mars and other destinations on a time-
table that is technically and fiscally pos-
sible. 

(c) Aeronautics 

(1) In general 

The President of the United States, through 
an official the President shall designate, and 
in consultation with appropriate Federal agen-
cies, shall develop a national policy to guide 
the aeronautics research and development pro-
grams of the United States through 2020. The 
policy shall include national goals for aero-
nautics research and development and shall 
describe the role and responsibilities of each 
Federal agency that will carry out the policy. 
The development of the policy shall utilize ex-
ternal studies that have been conducted on the 
state of United States aeronautics and avia-
tion research and development and have sug-
gested policies to ensure continued competi-
tiveness. 

(2) Content 

(A) At a minimum, the national aeronautics 
research and development policy shall describe 
for NASA— 

(i) the priority areas of research for aero-
nautics through fiscal year 2011; 

(ii) the basis on which and the process by 
which priorities for ensuing fiscal years will 
be selected; 

(iii) the facilities and personnel needed to 
carry out the aeronautics program through 
fiscal year 2011; and 

(iv) the budget assumptions on which the 
policy is based, which for fiscal years 2007 
and 2008 shall be the authorized level for 
aeronautics provided in subchapter II of this 
chapter. 

(B) The policy shall be based on the premises 
that— 

(i) the Federal Government has an estab-
lished interest in conducting research and 
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