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(b) Goal 

The Administrator shall ensure that the plan 
describes a system that will protect employees 
who wish to raise or have raised concerns de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(c) Plan 

At a minimum, the plan shall include, consist-
ent with Federal law— 

(1) a reporting structure that ensures that 
the officials who are the subject of a whistle-
blower’s complaint will not learn the identity 
of the whistleblower; 

(2) a single point to which all complaints can 
be made without fear of retribution; 

(3) procedures to enable the whistleblower to 
track the status of the case; 

(4) activities to educate employees about 
their rights as whistleblowers and how they 
are protected by law; 

(5) activities to educate employees about 
their obligations to report concerns and their 
accountability before and after receiving the 
results of the investigations into their con-
cerns; and 

(6) activities to educate all appropriate 
NASA Human Resources professionals, and all 
NASA managers and supervisors, regarding 
personnel laws, rules, and regulations. 

(d) Report 

Not later than February 15 of each year begin-
ning with the year after December 30, 2005, the 
Administrator shall transmit a report to the 
Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate on 
the concerns described in subsection (a) that 
were raised during the previous fiscal year. At a 
minimum, the report shall provide— 

(1) the number of concerns that were raised, 
divided into the categories of safety and 
health, mission assurance, and mismanage-
ment, and the disposition of those concerns, 
including whether any employee was dis-
ciplined as a result of a concern having been 
raised; and 

(2) any recommendations for reforms to fur-
ther prevent retribution against employees 
who raise concerns. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title I, § 110, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2914.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

SUBCHAPTER II—AUTHORIZATION OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

§ 16631. Fiscal year 2007 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
NASA for fiscal year 2007, $17,932,000,000, as fol-
lows: 

(1) For Science, Aeronautics, and Education 
(including amounts for construction of facili-
ties), $7,136,800,000, of which $962,000,000 shall 
be for Aeronautics. 

(2) For Exploration Systems and Space Oper-
ations (including amounts for construction of 

facilities), $10,761,700,000, of which $6,618,600,000 
shall be for Space Operations. 

(3) For the Office of Inspector General, 
$33,500,000. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title II, § 202, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2915.) 

§ 16632. Fiscal year 2008 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
NASA for fiscal year 2008, $18,686,300,000 as fol-
lows: 

(1) For Science, Aeronautics, and Education 
(including amounts for construction of facili-
ties), $7,747,800,000, of which $990,000,000 shall 
be for Aeronautics. 

(2) For Exploration Systems and Space Oper-
ations (including amounts for construction of 
facilities), $10,903,900,000, of which $6,546,600,000 
shall be for Space Operations. 

(3) For the Office of Inspector General, 
$34,600,000. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title II, § 203, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2915.) 

§ 16633. ISS research 

Beginning with fiscal year 2006, the Adminis-
trator shall allocate at least 15 percent of the 
funds budgeted for ISS research to ground- 
based, free-flyer, and ISS life and microgravity 
science research that is not directly related to 
supporting the human exploration program, con-
sistent with section 16655 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title II, § 204, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916.) 

§ 16634. Test facilities 

(a) Charges 

The Administrator shall establish a policy of 
charging users of NASA’s test facilities for the 
costs associated with their tests at a level that 
is competitive with alternative test facilities. 
The Administrator shall not implement a policy 
of seeking full cost recovery for a facility until 
at least 30 days after transmitting a notice to 
the Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate. 

(b) Funding account 

In planning and budgeting, the Administrator 
shall establish a funding account that shall be 
used for all test facilities. The account shall be 
sufficient to maintain the viability of test fa-
cilities during periods of low utilization. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title II, § 205, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16635. Official representation fund 

Amounts appropriated pursuant to this chap-
ter may be used, but not to exceed a total of 
$70,000 in any fiscal year, for official reception 
and representation expenses. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title II, § 206, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 109–155, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2895, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 16601 of this 
title and Tables. 

§ 16636. ISS cost cap 

(a) Report 

The Administrator shall transmit to the Com-
mittee on Science of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a report pro-
viding the current expected development costs 
of the ISS and describing any changes to those 
costs that have occurred because of the ground-
ing of the Space Shuttle after the loss of the 
Space Shuttle Columbia and because of the im-
plementation of full-cost accounting. 

(b) Repeal 

Thirty days after the transmittal of the report 
described in subsection (a), section 202 of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 2451 note) 1 is repealed. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title II, § 207, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 202 of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration Act of 2000, referred to in subsec. (b), 
means section 202 of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration Authorization Act of 2000, Pub. 
L. 106–391, which was set out in a note under section 
2451 of this title prior to being repealed by subsec. (b), 
effective thirty days after Dec. 1, 2006, the date of the 
transmittal referred to in subsec. (b). 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

SUBCHAPTER III—SCIENCE 

PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 16651. Performance assessments 

(a) In general 

The performance of each division in the 
Science directorate of NASA shall be reviewed 
and assessed by the National Academy of Sci-
ences at 5-year intervals. 

(b) Timing 

Beginning with the first fiscal year following 
December 30, 2005, the Administrator shall se-
lect at least one division for review under this 
section. The Administrator shall select divisions 
so that all disciplines will have received their 
first review within six fiscal years of December 
30, 2005. 

(c) Reports 

Not later than March 1 of each year, beginning 
with the first fiscal year after December 30, 2005, 

the Administrator shall transmit a report to the 
Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate— 

(1) setting forth in detail the results of any 
external review under subsection (a); 

(2) setting forth in detail actions taken by 
NASA in response to any external review; and 

(3) including a summary of findings and rec-
ommendations from any other relevant exter-
nal reviews of NASA’s science mission prior-
ities and programs. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 301, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16652. Status on Hubble Space Telescope servic-
ing mission 

It is the sense of the Congress that the Hubble 
Space Telescope is an extraordinary instrument 
that has provided, and should continue to pro-
vide, answers to profound scientific questions. 
In accordance with the recommendations of the 
National Academy of Sciences study titled ‘‘As-
sessment of Options for Extending the Life of 
the Hubble Space Telescope’’, all appropriate ef-
forts should be expended to complete the Space 
Shuttle servicing mission. Upon successful com-
pletion of the planned return-to-flight schedule 
of the Space Shuttle, the Administrator shall 
determine the schedule for a Space Shuttle serv-
icing mission to the Hubble Space Telescope, un-
less such a mission would compromise astronaut 
safety. Not later than 60 days after the landing 
of the second Space Shuttle mission for return- 
to-flight certification, the Administrator shall 
transmit to the Committee on Science of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate a status report on plans for a Hubble 
Space Telescope servicing mission. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 302, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2917.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16653. Independent assessment of Landsat- 
NPOESS integrated mission 

(a) Assessment 

In view of the importance of ensuring continu-
ity of Landsat data and in view of the challenges 
facing the National Polar-Orbiting Operational 
Environmental Satellite System program, the 
Administrator shall seek an independent assess-
ment of the costs as well as the technical, cost, 
and schedule risks associated with incorporating 
the Landsat instrument on the first National 
Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Sat-
ellite System spacecraft compared with under-
taking various alternatives, including a dedi-
cated Landsat data ‘‘gap-filler’’ mission followed 
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