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1 See References in Text note below. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title II, § 206, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 109–155, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2895, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 16601 of this 
title and Tables. 

§ 16636. ISS cost cap 

(a) Report 

The Administrator shall transmit to the Com-
mittee on Science of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a report pro-
viding the current expected development costs 
of the ISS and describing any changes to those 
costs that have occurred because of the ground-
ing of the Space Shuttle after the loss of the 
Space Shuttle Columbia and because of the im-
plementation of full-cost accounting. 

(b) Repeal 

Thirty days after the transmittal of the report 
described in subsection (a), section 202 of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 2451 note) 1 is repealed. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title II, § 207, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 202 of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration Act of 2000, referred to in subsec. (b), 
means section 202 of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration Authorization Act of 2000, Pub. 
L. 106–391, which was set out in a note under section 
2451 of this title prior to being repealed by subsec. (b), 
effective thirty days after Dec. 1, 2006, the date of the 
transmittal referred to in subsec. (b). 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

SUBCHAPTER III—SCIENCE 

PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 16651. Performance assessments 

(a) In general 

The performance of each division in the 
Science directorate of NASA shall be reviewed 
and assessed by the National Academy of Sci-
ences at 5-year intervals. 

(b) Timing 

Beginning with the first fiscal year following 
December 30, 2005, the Administrator shall se-
lect at least one division for review under this 
section. The Administrator shall select divisions 
so that all disciplines will have received their 
first review within six fiscal years of December 
30, 2005. 

(c) Reports 

Not later than March 1 of each year, beginning 
with the first fiscal year after December 30, 2005, 

the Administrator shall transmit a report to the 
Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate— 

(1) setting forth in detail the results of any 
external review under subsection (a); 

(2) setting forth in detail actions taken by 
NASA in response to any external review; and 

(3) including a summary of findings and rec-
ommendations from any other relevant exter-
nal reviews of NASA’s science mission prior-
ities and programs. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 301, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2916.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16652. Status on Hubble Space Telescope servic-
ing mission 

It is the sense of the Congress that the Hubble 
Space Telescope is an extraordinary instrument 
that has provided, and should continue to pro-
vide, answers to profound scientific questions. 
In accordance with the recommendations of the 
National Academy of Sciences study titled ‘‘As-
sessment of Options for Extending the Life of 
the Hubble Space Telescope’’, all appropriate ef-
forts should be expended to complete the Space 
Shuttle servicing mission. Upon successful com-
pletion of the planned return-to-flight schedule 
of the Space Shuttle, the Administrator shall 
determine the schedule for a Space Shuttle serv-
icing mission to the Hubble Space Telescope, un-
less such a mission would compromise astronaut 
safety. Not later than 60 days after the landing 
of the second Space Shuttle mission for return- 
to-flight certification, the Administrator shall 
transmit to the Committee on Science of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate a status report on plans for a Hubble 
Space Telescope servicing mission. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 302, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2917.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16653. Independent assessment of Landsat- 
NPOESS integrated mission 

(a) Assessment 

In view of the importance of ensuring continu-
ity of Landsat data and in view of the challenges 
facing the National Polar-Orbiting Operational 
Environmental Satellite System program, the 
Administrator shall seek an independent assess-
ment of the costs as well as the technical, cost, 
and schedule risks associated with incorporating 
the Landsat instrument on the first National 
Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Sat-
ellite System spacecraft compared with under-
taking various alternatives, including a dedi-
cated Landsat data ‘‘gap-filler’’ mission followed 
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by the incorporation of the Landsat instrument 
on the second National Polar-Orbiting Oper-
ational Environmental Satellite System space-
craft. The assessment shall also include an eval-
uation of the budgetary requirements of each of 
the options under consideration. 

(b) Report 

(1) Deadline 

The Administrator shall transmit the inde-
pendent assessment to the Committee on 
Science of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate not later than 
180 days after the date of enactment of this 
chapter unless, prior to that date, NASA can-
cels plans to fly the Landsat instrument on 
the first National Polar-Orbiting Operational 
Environmental Satellite System spacecraft. 

(2) Cancellation 

If NASA cancels such plans, the Adminis-
trator shall— 

(A) not later than 7 days after a cancella-
tion decision, inform the Committee on 
Science of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate, in writing, of 
the cancellation; and 

(B) not later than 90 days after the trans-
mittal of the cancellation notice, transmit 
to the Committee on Science of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate a plan for undertaking a dedicated 
gap-filler mission or alternative means for 
ensuring the continuity of Landsat data, 
which shall include consideration of a low- 
cost constellation of small satellites. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 303, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2917.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this chapter, referred to in 
subsec. (b)(1), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 
109–155, which was approved Dec. 30, 2005. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16654. Assessment of science mission extensions 

(a) Assessment 

The Administrator shall carry out biennial re-
views within each of the Science divisions to as-
sess the cost and benefits of extending the date 
of the termination of data collection for those 
missions that have exceeded their planned mis-
sion lifetime. In addition— 

(1) not later than 60 days after December 30, 
2005, the Administrator shall carry out such 
an assessment for at least the following mis-
sions: FAST, TIMED, Cluster, Wind, Geotail, 
Polar, TRACE, Ulysses, and Voyager; and 

(2) for those missions that have an oper-
ational component, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration or any other af-
fected agency shall be consulted and the po-
tential benefits of instruments on missions 

that are beyond their planned mission lifetime 
taken into account. 

(b) Report 

Not later than 30 days after completing each 
assessment required by subsection (a)(1), the Ad-
ministrator shall transmit a report on the as-
sessment to the Committee on Science of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 304, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2918.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16655. Microgravity research 

The Administrator shall— 
(1) transmit the report required by section 

16766 of this title; 
(2) ensure the capacity to support ground- 

based research leading to space-based basic 
and applied scientific research in a variety of 
disciplines with potential direct national ben-
efits and applications that can be advanced 
significantly from the uniqueness of micro-
gravity and the space environment; and 

(3) carry out, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, basic, applied, and commercial ISS re-
search in fields such as molecular crystal 
growth, animal research, basic fluid physics, 
combustion research, cellular biotechnology, 
low-temperature physics, and cellular research 
at a level that will sustain the existing United 
States scientific expertise and research capa-
bility in microgravity research. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 305, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2918.) 

§ 16656. Coordination with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 

(a) Joint Working Group 

The Administrator and the Administrator of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration shall appoint a Joint Working Group, 
which shall review and monitor missions of the 
two agencies to ensure maximum coordination 
in the design, operation, and transition of mis-
sions where appropriate. The Joint Working 
Group shall also prepare the plans required by 
subsection (c). 

(b) Coordination report 

Not later than February 15 of each year, begin-
ning with the first fiscal year after December 30, 
2005, the Administrator and the Administrator 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration shall jointly transmit a report to 
the Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate on 
how the earth science programs of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and 
NASA will be coordinated during the fiscal year 
following the fiscal year in which the report is 
transmitted. 
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(c) Coordination of transition planning and re-
porting 

The Administrator, in conjunction with the 
Administrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration and in consultation 
with other relevant agencies, shall evaluate rel-
evant NASA science missions for their potential 
operational capabilities and shall prepare tran-
sition plans for the existing and future Earth ob-
serving systems found to have potential oper-
ational capabilities. 

(d) Limitation 

The Administrator shall not transfer any 
NASA earth science mission or Earth observing 
system to the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration until the plan required 
under subsection (c) has been approved by the 
Administrator and the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
and until financial resources have been identi-
fied to support the transition or transfer in the 
President’s budget request for the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 306, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2919.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16657. Review and report on Headquarters 
Earth-Sun System Applied Sciences Program 

(a) Review 

The Administrator shall review the policies, 
processes, and procedures in the planning and 
management of applications research and devel-
opment implemented in calendar years 2001 to 
2005 within the Headquarters Earth-Sun System 
Applied Sciences Program and former Earth 
Science Applications Program. This review shall 
include— 

(1) the program planning and analysis proc-
ess used to formulate applied science research 
and development requirements, priorities, and 
solicitation schedules, including changes to 
the process within the period under review, 
and the effects of such planning on the quality 
and clarity of applied sciences research an-
nouncements; 

(2) the peer review process including, but not 
limited to— 

(A) membership selection, determination 
of qualifications, and use of NASA and non- 
NASA reviewers; 

(B) management of conflicts of interest, 
including reviewers funded by the program 
with a significant consulting or contractual 
relationship with NASA, and individuals 
who both review proposals and participate in 
the submission of proposals under the same 
solicitation announcement; and 

(C) compensation of non-NASA proposal 
reviewers; 

(3) the process for assigning or allocating ap-
plied research to NASA researchers and to 
non-NASA researchers; and 

(4) alternative models for NASA planning 
and management of applied science and appli-

cations research, including an evaluation of 
the relevance for NASA of— 

(A) National Institutes of Health intra-
mural and extramural research program 
structure, peer review process, management 
of conflicts of interests, compensation of re-
viewers, and the effects of compensation on 
reviewer efficiency and quality; 

(B) Department of Agriculture Cooperative 
State Research Education and Extension 
Service program and structure, peer review 
process, management of conflicts of interest, 
compensation of reviewers, and the effects of 
compensation on reviewer efficiency and 
quality; 

(C) National Institutes of Health and De-
partment of Agriculture best practices in 
the planning, selection, and management of 
applied sciences research and development; 
and 

(D) any other relevant models. 

(b) Report 

Not later than 1 year after December 30, 2005, 
the Administrator shall transmit a report to the 
Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate de-
scribing the results of the review conducted 
under subsection (a). The report shall include a 
plan to ensure that the peer review process is 
transparent and selects proposals in a manner 
that instills public and stakeholder confidence. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 307, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2919; Pub. L. 110–234, title VII, § 7511(c)(40), 
May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1271; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), 
title VII, § 7511(c)(40), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1664, 2032.) 

AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION (a)(4) 

Pub. L. 110–246, title VII, § 7511(c), June 18, 

2008, 122 Stat. 2028, 2032, provided that, effec-

tive Oct. 1, 2009, subsection (a)(4) of this section 

is amended by striking out subparagraph (B) 

and adding a new subparagraph (B) to read as 

follows: 

‘‘(B) the program and structure of, peer re-

view process of, management of conflicts of in-

terest by, compensation of reviewers of, and the 

effects of compensation on reviewer efficiency 

and quality within, the National Institute of 

Food and Agriculture of the Department of Ag-

riculture;’’. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of Title 7, 
Agriculture. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be preceded by ‘‘the’’. 

Amendment by section 7511(c)(40) of Pub. L. 110–246 
effective Oct. 1, 2009, see section 7511(c) of Pub. L. 
110–246, set out as a note under section 1522 of Title 7, 
Agriculture. 

§ 16658. Basic research enhancement 

(a) In general 

The Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, the Director 
of the National Science Foundation, the Sec-
retary of Energy, the Secretary of Defense, and 
Secretary 1 of Commerce shall, to the extent 
practicable, coordinate basic research activities 
related to physical sciences, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics. 

(b) Basic research defined 

In this section, the term ‘‘basic research’’ has 
the meaning given such term in Office of Man-
agement and Budget Circular No. A–11. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title II, § 2003, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 583.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Authorization Act of 2005 which comprises this 
chapter. 

PART B—REMOTE SENSING 

§ 16671. Definitions 

In this part— 
(1) the term ‘‘geospatial information’’ means 

knowledge of the nature and distribution of 
physical and cultural features on the land-
scape based on analysis of data from airborne 
or spaceborne platforms or other types and 
sources of data; 

(2) the term ‘‘high resolution’’ means resolu-
tion better than five meters; and 

(3) the term ‘‘institution of higher edu-
cation’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 1001(a) of title 20. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 311, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2920.) 

§ 16672. General responsibilities 

The Administrator shall— 
(1) develop a sustained relationship with the 

United States commercial remote sensing in-
dustry and, consistent with applicable policies 
and law, to the maximum practicable, rely on 
their services; and 

(2) in conjunction with United States indus-
try and universities, research, develop, and 
demonstrate prototype earth science applica-
tions to enhance Federal, State, local, and 
tribal governments’ use of government and 
commercial remote sensing data, tech-
nologies, and other sources of geospatial infor-
mation for improved decision support to ad-
dress their needs. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 312, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2920.) 

§ 16673. Pilot projects to encourage public sector 
applications 

(a) In general 

The Administrator shall establish a program 
of grants for competitively awarded pilot 
projects to explore the integrated use of sources 
of remote sensing and other geospatial informa-
tion to address State, local, regional, and tribal 
agency needs. 

(b) Preferred projects 

In awarding grants under this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall give preference to projects 
that— 

(1) make use of commercial data sets, in-
cluding high resolution commercial satellite 
imagery and derived satellite data products, 
existing public data sets where commercial 
data sets are not available or applicable, or 
the fusion of such data sets; 

(2) integrate multiple sources of geospatial 
information, such as geographic information 
system data, satellite-provided positioning 
data, and remotely sensed data, in innovative 
ways; 

(3) include funds or in-kind contributions 
from non-Federal sources; 

(4) involve the participation of commercial 
entities that process raw or lightly processed 
data, often merging that data with other geo-
spatial information, to create data products 
that have significant value added to the origi-
nal data; and 

(5) taken together demonstrate as diverse a 
set of public sector applications as possible. 

(c) Opportunities 

In carrying out this section, the Adminis-
trator shall seek opportunities to assist— 

(1) in the development of commercial appli-
cations potentially available from the remote 
sensing industry; and 

(2) State, local, regional, and tribal agencies 
in applying remote sensing and other geo-
spatial information technologies for growth 
management. 

(d) Duration 

Assistance for a pilot project under subsection 
(a) shall be provided for a period not to exceed 
3 years. 

(e) Report 

Each recipient of a grant under subsection (a) 
shall transmit a report to the Administrator on 
the results of the pilot project within 180 days of 
the completion of that project. 

(f) Workshop 

Each recipient of a grant under subsection (a) 
shall, not later than 180 days after the comple-
tion of the pilot project, conduct at least one 
workshop for potential users to disseminate the 
lessons learned from the pilot project as widely 
as feasible. 

(g) Regulations 

The Administrator shall issue regulations es-
tablishing application, selection, and implemen-
tation procedures for pilot projects, and guide-
lines for reports and workshops required by this 
section. 
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(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 313, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2921.) 

§ 16674. Program evaluation 

(a) Advisory committee 

The Administrator shall establish an advisory 
committee, consisting of individuals with appro-
priate expertise in State, local, regional, and 
tribal agencies, the university research commu-
nity, and the remote sensing and other geo-
spatial information industries, to monitor the 
program established under section 16673 of this 
title. The advisory committee shall consult with 
the Federal Geographic Data Committee and 
other appropriate industry representatives and 
organizations. Notwithstanding section 14 of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, the advisory 
committee established under this subsection 
shall remain in effect until the termination of 
the program under section 16673 of this title. 

(b) Effectiveness evaluation 

Not later than December 31, 2009, the Adminis-
trator shall transmit to the Congress an evalua-
tion of the effectiveness of the program estab-
lished under section 16673 of this title in explor-
ing and promoting the integrated use of sources 
of remote sensing and other geospatial informa-
tion to address State, local, regional, and tribal 
agency needs. Such evaluation shall have been 
conducted by an independent entity. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 314, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2921.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 14 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 
referred to in subsec. (a), is section 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, 
which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

§ 16675. Data availability 

The Administrator shall ensure that the re-
sults of each of the pilot projects completed 
under section 16673 of this title shall be retriev-
able through an electronic, Internet-accessible 
database. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 315, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2922.) 

§ 16676. Education 

The Administrator shall establish an edu-
cational outreach program to increase aware-
ness at institutions of higher education and 
State, local, regional, and tribal agencies of the 
potential applications of remote sensing and 
other geospatial information and awareness of 
the need for geospatial workforce development. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 316, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2922.) 

PART C—GEORGE E. BROWN, JR. NEAR-EARTH 
OBJECT SURVEY 

§ 16691. George E. Brown, Jr. Near-Earth Object 
Survey 

(a) Short title 

This section may be cited as the ‘‘George E. 
Brown, Jr. Near-Earth Object Survey Act’’. 

(b) Findings 

The Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) Near-Earth objects pose a serious and 
credible threat to humankind, as many sci-
entists believe that a major asteroid or comet 
was responsible for the mass extinction of the 
majority of the Earth’s species, including the 
dinosaurs, nearly 65,000,000 years ago. 

(2) Similar objects have struck the Earth or 
passed through the Earth’s atmosphere several 
times in the Earth’s history and pose a similar 
threat in the future. 

(3) Several such near-Earth objects have 
only been discovered within days of the ob-
jects’ closest approach to Earth, and recent 
discoveries of such large objects indicate that 
many large near-Earth objects remain undis-
covered. 

(4) The efforts taken to date by NASA for de-
tecting and characterizing the hazards of near- 
Earth objects are not sufficient to fully deter-
mine the threat posed by such objects to cause 
widespread destruction and loss of life. 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section the term ‘‘near- 
Earth object’’ means an asteroid or comet with 
a perihelion distance of less than 1.3 Astronom-
ical Units from the Sun. 

(d) Near-Earth Object Survey 

(1) Survey program 

The Administrator shall plan, develop, and 
implement a Near-Earth Object Survey pro-
gram to detect, track, catalogue, and charac-
terize the physical characteristics of near- 
Earth objects equal to or greater than 140 me-
ters in diameter in order to assess the threat 
of such near-Earth objects to the Earth. It 
shall be the goal of the Survey program to 
achieve 90 percent completion of its near- 
Earth object catalogue (based on statistically 
predicted populations of near-Earth objects) 
within 15 years after December 30, 2005. 

(2) Omitted 

(3) Fifth-year report 

The Administrator shall transmit to the 
Congress, not later than February 28 of the 
fifth year after December 30, 2005, a report 
that provides the following: 

(A) A summary of all activities taken pur-
suant to paragraph (1) since December 30, 
2005. 

(B) A summary of expenditures for all ac-
tivities pursuant to paragraph (1) since De-
cember 30, 2005. 

(4) Initial report 

The Administrator shall transmit to Con-
gress not later than 1 year after December 30, 
2005, an initial report that provides the follow-
ing: 

(A) An analysis of possible alternatives 
that NASA may employ to carry out the 
Survey program, including ground-based and 
space-based alternatives with technical de-
scriptions. 

(B) A recommended option and proposed 
budget to carry out the Survey program pur-
suant to the recommended option. 

(C) Analysis of possible alternatives that 
NASA could employ to divert an object on a 
likely collision course with Earth. 
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(Pub. L. 109–155, title III, § 321, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2922.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 321 of Pub. L. 109–155. 
Subsec. (d)(2) of section 321 of Pub. L. 109–155 amended 
section 2451 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—AERONAUTICS 

§ 16701. Definition 

For purposes of this subchapter, the term ‘‘in-
stitution of higher education’’ has the meaning 
given that term by section 1001 of title 20. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title IV, § 401, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2923.) 

PART A—GOVERNMENTAL INTEREST IN 
AERONAUTICS RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

§ 16711. Governmental interest 

Congress reaffirms the national commitment 
to aeronautics research made in the National 
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958 [42 U.S.C. 2451 
et seq.]. Aeronautics research and development 
remains a core mission of NASA. NASA is the 
lead agency for civil aeronautics research. Fur-
ther, the government of the United States shall 
promote aeronautics research and development 
that will expand the capacity, ensure the safety, 
and increase the efficiency of the Nation’s air 
transportation system, promote the security of 
the Nation, protect the environment, and retain 
the leadership of the United States in global 
aviation. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title IV, § 411, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2923.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, re-
ferred to in text, is Pub. L. 85–568, July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 
426, as amended, which is classified principally to chap-
ter 26 (§ 2451 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 2451 of this title and Tables. 

§ 16712. Aeronautics 

(a) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that the aero-
nautics research and development program of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion has been an important contributor to inno-
vation and to the competitiveness of the United 
States and the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration should maintain its capabilities 
to advance the state of aeronautics. 

(b) Cooperation with other agencies on aero-
nautics activities 

The Administrator shall coordinate, as appro-
priate, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration’s aeronautics activities with rel-
evant programs in the Department of Transpor-
tation, the Department of Defense, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, and the Department of 
Homeland Security, including the activities of 
the Joint Planning and Development Office es-
tablished under section 709 of the Vision 
100–Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act 
(Public Law 108–176; 117 Stat. 2582). 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title II, § 2002, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 583.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 709 of the Vision 100–Century of Aviation Re-
authorization Act, referred to in subsec. (b), is section 
709 of Pub. L. 108–176, which is set out as a note under 
section 40101 of Title 49, Transportation. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Authorization Act of 2005 which comprises this 
chapter. 

PART B—HIGH PRIORITY AERONAUTICS 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

§ 16721. Fundamental research program 

(a) Objective 

In order to ensure that the Nation maintains 
needed capabilities in fundamental areas of 
aeronautics research, the Administrator shall 
establish a program of long-term fundamental 
research in aeronautical sciences and tech-
nologies that is not tied to specific development 
projects. 

(b) Operation 

The Administrator shall conduct the program 
under this section, in part by awarding grants to 
institutions of higher education. The Adminis-
trator shall encourage the participation of insti-
tutions of higher education located in States 
that participate in the Experimental Program 
to Stimulate Competitive Research. All grants 
to institutions of higher education under this 
section shall be awarded through merit review. 

(c) Assessment 

The Administrator shall enter into an ar-
rangement with the National Research Council 
for an assessment of the Nation’s future require-
ments for fundamental aeronautics research and 
whether the Nation will have a skilled research 
workforce and research facilities commensurate 
with those requirements. The assessment shall 
include an identification of any projected gaps, 
and recommendations for what steps should be 
taken by the Federal Government to eliminate 
those gaps. 

(d) Report 

The Administrator shall transmit the assess-
ment, along with NASA’s response to the assess-
ment, to Congress not later than 2 years after 
December 30, 2005. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title IV, § 421, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2924.) 

§ 16722. Research and technology programs 

(a) Environmental aircraft research and develop-
ment 

The Administrator may establish an initiative 
with the objective of developing, and dem-
onstrating in a relevant environment, tech-
nologies to enable the following commercial air-
craft performance characteristics: 

(1) Noise 

Noise levels on takeoff and on airport ap-
proach and landing that do not exceed ambi-
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