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1 See References in Text note below. 

(‘‘spinning out’’) as on encouraging use of pri-
vate sector technology by NASA. This program 
shall be maintained in a manner that provides 
clear benefits for the agency, the domestic econ-
omy, and the research community. 

(b) Program structure 

In carrying out the program described in sub-
section (a), the Administrator shall provide pro-
gram participants with at least 45 days notice of 
any proposed changes to the structure of 
NASA’s technology transfer and commercializa-
tion organizations that is in effect as of Decem-
ber 30, 2005. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title VI, § 621, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2935.) 

SUBCHAPTER VII—MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

PART A—NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION 

§ 16821. Small business contracting 

(a) Plan 

In consultation with the Small Business Ad-
ministration, the Administrator shall develop a 
plan to maximize the number and amount of 
contracts awarded to small business concerns 
(within the meaning given that term in section 
632 of title 15) and to meet established contract-
ing goals for such concerns. 

(b) Priority 

The Administrator shall establish as a priority 
meeting the contracting goals developed in con-
junction with the Small Business Administra-
tion to maximize the amount of prime con-
tracts, as measured in dollars, awarded in each 
fiscal year by NASA to small business concerns 
(within the meaning given that term in section 
632 of title 15). 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, § 707, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2937.) 

§ 16822. NASA healthcare program 

The Administrator shall develop a plan to bet-
ter understand the longitudinal health effects of 
space flight on humans. In the development of 
the plan, the Administrator shall consider the 
need for the establishment of a lifetime health-
care program for NASA astronauts and their 
families or other methods to obtain needed 
health data from astronauts and retired astro-
nauts. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, § 708, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2938.) 

§ 16823. Offshore performance of contracts for 
the procurement of goods and services 

The Administrator shall submit to Congress, 
not later than 120 days after the end of each fis-
cal year beginning with the first fiscal year 
after December 30, 2005, a report on the con-
tracts and subcontracts performed overseas and 
the amount of purchases directly or indirectly 
by NASA from foreign entities in that fiscal 
year. The report shall separately indicate— 

(1) the contracts and subcontracts and their 
dollar values for which the Administrator de-

termines that essential goods or services 
under the contract are available only from a 
source outside the United States; and 

(2) the items and their dollar values for 
which the Buy American Act [41 U.S.C. 10a et 
seq.] was waived pursuant to obligations of the 
United States under international agreements. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, § 709, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2938.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Buy American Act, referred to in par. (2), is title 
III of act Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 212, 47 Stat. 1520, as amended, 
which is classified generally to sections 10a, 10b, and 
10c of Title 41, Public Contracts. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 10a of Title 41 and Tables. 

§ 16824. Study on enhanced use leasing 

Not later than one year after December 30, 
2005, the Comptroller General shall transmit to 
the Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a re-
view of NASA’s enhanced use leasing pilot pro-
gram established by section 2459j 1 of this title. 
At a minimum the review shall analyze— 

(1) the financial impact of the program, tak-
ing into account revenue foregone by the 
United States, whether such revenue would 
have been realized in the absence of the pro-
gram, and any revenue that accrued to NASA 
because of the program; 

(2) the use and effectiveness of the program; 
and 

(3) whether the arrangements made under 
the program would have been made in the ab-
sence of the program. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, § 710, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2938.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 2459j of this title, referred to in text, was in 
the original ‘‘section 315 of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration Act of 1958’’, which was 
translated as reading ‘‘section 315 of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Act of 1958’’, to reflect the probable 
intent of Congress. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

PART B—NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

§ 16831. Data on specific fields of study 

The National Science Foundation shall con-
tinue to collect statistically reliable data on the 
field of degree of college-educated individuals to 
fulfill obligations under section 1863(j)(1) of this 
title and the Science and Engineering Equal Op-
portunities Act (42 U.S.C. 1885 et. seq.). If the Di-
rector of the Foundation determines that there 
is a legal impediment to the continued collec-
tion of this data, he shall inform the Committee 
on Science of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
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Transportation of the Senate not later than 180 
days after December 30, 2005. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, § 721, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2938.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Science and Engineering Equal Opportunities 
Act, referred to in text, is Part B of Pub. L. 96–516, Dec. 
12, 1980, 94 Stat. 3010, as amended, which enacted sec-
tions 1885 to 1885d of this title and provisions set out as 
notes under sections 1861 and 1885 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title of 1980 Amendment note set out under section 1861 
of this title and Tables. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 16832. National Science Foundation major re-
search equipment and facilities 

(a) Astronomical sciences senior review 

(1) Review 

The Director of the National Science Foun-
dation shall charge the Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences Advisory Committee with 
conducting a review of the astronomical facili-
ties supported by the Foundation to determine 
the appropriate balance between supporting 
the operation of existing facilities and sup-
porting the design, development, and eventual 
operation of new facilities. The review shall 
recommend actions that would enable the 
Foundation to support priorities recommended 
in the National Academy of Sciences reports 
‘‘Astronomy and Astrophysics in the New Mil-
lennium’’ and ‘‘Connecting Quarks with the 
Cosmos’’. 

(2) Transmittal 

The Director shall transmit the review, 
along with a schedule for implementing any 
recommendations the Director accepts and an 
explanation for rejecting any recommenda-
tions, to the Committee on Science of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
of 1 Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate no later than June 30, 2006. 

(b) Plan for funding design and development for 
major research equipment and facilities con-
struction projects 

(1) In general 

The Director of the National Science Foun-
dation shall develop a plan to facilitate more 
thorough design and development of facilities 
that can be considered for funding through the 
Major Research Equipment and Facilities Con-
struction account. 

(2) Considerations 

In developing the plan, the Director shall 
consider— 

(A) steps to encourage and ease cross-di-
rectorate collaboration; 

(B) ways to ensure that a Directorate that 
will eventually support the operation of a fa-

cility is fully committed to that facility 
from the outset; 

(C) providing funding for the design and 
development of facilities from new sources 
within the Foundation; and 

(D) ways to enable and encourage entities 
proposing facilities projects to receive de-
sign and development funding from non-
governmental sources. 

(3) Transmittal 

No later than June 30, 2006, the Director of 
the National Science Foundation shall trans-
mit to the Committee on Science of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate the plan, along with a statement from 
the Director describing how the plan addresses 
the considerations described in paragraph (2). 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title VII, § 722, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2939.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

SUBCHAPTER VIII—HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT 
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION COMMIS-
SION 

§ 16841. Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘Commission’’ means a Com-

mission established under this subchapter 1 ; 
and 

(2) the term ‘‘incident’’ means either an ac-
cident or a deliberate act. 

(Pub. L. 109–155, title VIII, § 821, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2941.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in par. (1), was in the 
original a reference to title VIII of Pub. L. 109–155, Dec. 
30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2941, which was translated as if it was 
a reference to subtitle B (§§ 821–830) of title VIII of Pub. 
L. 109–155. Title VIII of Pub. L. 109–155 also contained a 
subtitle A, establishing the International Space Sta-
tion Independent Safety Task Force, which is not clas-
sified to the Code. 

§ 16842. Establishment of Commission 

(a) Establishment 

The President shall establish an independent, 
nonpartisan Commission within the executive 
branch to investigate any incident that results 
in the loss of— 

(1) a Space Shuttle; 
(2) the International Space Station or its 

operational viability; 
(3) any other United States space vehicle 

carrying humans that is owned by the Federal 
Government or that is being used pursuant to 
a contract with the Federal Government; or 

(4) a crew member or passenger of any space 
vehicle described in this subsection. 

(b) Deadline for establishment 

The President shall establish a Commission 
within 7 days after an incident specified in sub-
section (a). 
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