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and it is a facility that embodies a cooperative 
international approach to the exploration and 
utilization of space. As such, it is important 
that its continued viability and productivity be 
ensured, to the maximum extent possible, after 
the Space Shuttle is retired. 

(b) Contingency plan 

The Administrator shall develop a contin-
gency plan and arrangements, including use of 
International Space Station international part-
ner cargo resupply capabilities, to ensure the 
continued viability and productivity of the 
International Space Station in the event that 
United States commercial cargo resupply serv-
ices are not available during any extended pe-
riod after the date that the Space Shuttle is re-
tired. The plan shall be delivered to the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate not later than one year after October 15, 
2008. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VI, § 603, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4796.) 

PART B—SPACE SHUTTLE 

§ 17761. Space Shuttle transition 

(a) Disposition of shuttle-related assets 

(1) In general 

Not later than 90 days after October 15, 2008, 
the Administrator shall submit to Congress a 
plan describing the process for the disposition 
of the remaining Space Shuttle Orbiters and 
other Space Shuttle program-related hardware 
after the retirement of the Space Shuttle 
fleet. 

(2) Plan requirements 

The plan submitted under paragraph (1) shall 
include a description of a process by which 
educational institutions, science museums, 
and other appropriate organizations may ac-
quire, through loan or disposal by the Federal 
Government, Space Shuttle program hard-
ware. 

(3) Prohibition on disposition before comple-
tion of plan 

The Administrator shall not dispose of any 
Space Shuttle program hardware before the 
plan required by paragraph (1) is submitted to 
Congress. 

(b) Space Shuttle Transition Liaison Office 

(1) Establishment 

The Administrator shall develop a plan and 
establish a Space Shuttle Transition Liaison 
Office within the Office of Human Capital 
Management of NASA to assist local commu-
nities affected by the termination of the Space 
Shuttle program in mitigating the negative 
impacts on such communities caused by such 
termination. The plan shall define the size of 
the affected local community that would re-
ceive assistance described in paragraph (2). 

(2) Manner of assistance 

In providing assistance under paragraph (1), 
the office established under such paragraph 
shall— 

(A) offer nonfinancial, technical assistance 
to communities described in such paragraph 
to assist in the mitigation described in such 
paragraph; and 

(B) serve as a clearinghouse to assist such 
communities in identifying services avail-
able from other Federal, State, and local 
agencies to assist in such mitigation. 

(3) Termination of office 

The office established under paragraph (1) 
shall terminate 2 years after the completion of 
the last Space Shuttle flight. 

(4) Submission 

Not later than 180 days after October 15, 2008, 
NASA shall provide a copy of the plan re-
quired by paragraph (1) to the Congress. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VI, § 613, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4799.) 

PART C—LAUNCH SERVICES 

§ 17771. Launch Services strategy 

(a) In general 

In preparation for the award of contracts to 
follow up on the current NASA Launch Services 
(NLS) contracts, the Administrator shall de-
velop a strategy for providing domestic commer-
cial launch services in support of NASA’s small 
and medium-sized Science, Space Operations, 
and Exploration missions, consistent with cur-
rent law and policy. 

(b) Report 

The Administrator shall transmit a report to 
the Committee on Science and Technology of 
the House of Representatives and the Commit-
tee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate describing the strategy developed 
under subsection (a) not later than 90 days after 
October 15, 2008. The report shall provide, at a 
minimum— 

(1) the results of the Request for Information 
on small to medium-sized launch services re-
leased on April 22, 2008; 

(2) an analysis of possible alternatives to 
maintain small and medium-sized lift capabili-
ties after June 30, 2010, including the use of 
the Department of Defense’s Evolved Expend-
able Launch Vehicle (EELV); 

(3) the recommended alternatives, and asso-
ciated 5-year budget plans starting in October 
2010 that would enable their implementation; 
and 

(4) a contingency plan in the event the rec-
ommended alternatives described in paragraph 
(3) are not available when needed. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VI, § 621, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4801.) 

SUBCHAPTER VI—EDUCATION 

§ 17781. Enhancement of educational role of 
NASA 

(a) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that the Inter-
national Space Station offers a unique oppor-
tunity for Federal agencies to engage students 
in science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘are’’. 

1 So in original. The comma probably should be preceded by 

‘‘to’’. 

matics education. Congress encourages NASA to 
include other Federal agencies in its planning 
efforts to use the International Space Station 
National Laboratory for science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics educational activi-
ties. 

(b) Experimental program to stimulate competi-
tive research 

In order to ensure that research expertise and 
talent throughout the Nation is 1 developed and 
engaged in NASA research and education activi-
ties, NASA shall, as part of its annual budget 
submission, detail additional steps that can be 
taken to further integrate the participating 
EPSCoR States in both existing and new or 
emerging NASA research programs and center 
activities. 

(c) National space grant college and fellowship 
program 

NASA shall continue its emphasis on the im-
portance of education to expand opportunities 
for Americans to understand and participate in 
NASA’s aeronautics and space projects by sup-
porting and enhancing science and engineering 
education, research, and public outreach efforts. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VII, § 704, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4802.) 

SUBCHAPTER VII—NEAR-EARTH OBJECTS 

§ 17791. Reaffirmation of policy 

(a) Reaffirmation of policy on surveying near- 
Earth asteroids and comets 

Congress reaffirms the policy set forth in sec-
tion 2451(g) of this title (relating to surveying 
near-Earth asteroids and comets). 

(b) Sense of Congress on benefits of near-Earth 
object program activities 

It is the sense of Congress that the near-Earth 
object program activities of NASA will provide 
benefits to the scientific and exploration activi-
ties of NASA. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4803.) 

§ 17792. Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Near-Earth objects pose a serious and 

credible threat to humankind, as many sci-
entists believe that a major asteroid or comet 
was responsible for the mass extinction of the 
majority of the Earth’s species, including the 
dinosaurs, nearly 65,000,000 years ago. 

(2) Several such near-Earth objects have 
only been discovered within days of the ob-
jects’ closest approach to Earth and recent 
discoveries of such large objects indicate that 
many large near-Earth objects remain undis-
covered. 

(3) Asteroid and comet collisions rank as one 
of the most costly natural disasters that can 
occur. 

(4) The time needed to eliminate or mitigate 
the threat of a collision of a potentially haz-
ardous near-Earth object with Earth is meas-
ured in decades. 

(5) Unlike earthquakes and hurricanes, as-
teroids and comets can provide adequate colli-
sion information, enabling the United States 
to include both asteroid-collision and comet- 
collision disaster recovery and disaster avoid-
ance in its public-safety structure. 

(6) Basic information is needed for technical 
and policy decisionmaking for the United 
States to create a comprehensive program in 
order to be ready to eliminate and mitigate 
the serious and credible threats to humankind 
posed by potentially hazardous near-Earth as-
teroids and comets. 

(7) As a first step to eliminate and to miti-
gate the risk of such collisions, situation and 
decision analysis processes, as well as proce-
dures and system resources, must be in place 
well before a collision threat becomes known. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 802, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4803.) 

§ 17793. Requests for information 

The Administrator shall issue requests for in-
formation on— 

(1) a low-cost space mission with the purpose 
of rendezvousing with, attaching a tracking 
device,1 and characterizing the Apophis aster-
oid; and 

(2) a medium-sized space mission with the 
purpose of detecting near-Earth objects equal 
to or greater than 140 meters in diameter. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 803, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4803.) 

§ 17794. Establishment of policy with respect to 
threats posed by near-Earth objects 

Within 2 years after October 15, 2008, the Di-
rector of the OSTP shall— 

(1) develop a policy for notifying Federal 
agencies and relevant emergency response in-
stitutions of an impending near-Earth object 
threat, if near-term public safety is at risk; 
and 

(2) recommend a Federal agency or agencies 
to be responsible for— 

(A) protecting the United States from a 
near-Earth object that is expected to collide 
with Earth; and 

(B) implementing a deflection campaign, 
in consultation with international bodies, 
should one be necessary. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 804, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4804.) 

§ 17795. Planetary radar capability 

The Administrator shall maintain a planetary 
radar that is comparable to the capability pro-
vided through the Deep Space Network 
Goldstone facility of NASA. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 805, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4804.) 
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