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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘are’’. 

1 So in original. The comma probably should be preceded by 

‘‘to’’. 

matics education. Congress encourages NASA to 
include other Federal agencies in its planning 
efforts to use the International Space Station 
National Laboratory for science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics educational activi-
ties. 

(b) Experimental program to stimulate competi-
tive research 

In order to ensure that research expertise and 
talent throughout the Nation is 1 developed and 
engaged in NASA research and education activi-
ties, NASA shall, as part of its annual budget 
submission, detail additional steps that can be 
taken to further integrate the participating 
EPSCoR States in both existing and new or 
emerging NASA research programs and center 
activities. 

(c) National space grant college and fellowship 
program 

NASA shall continue its emphasis on the im-
portance of education to expand opportunities 
for Americans to understand and participate in 
NASA’s aeronautics and space projects by sup-
porting and enhancing science and engineering 
education, research, and public outreach efforts. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VII, § 704, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4802.) 

SUBCHAPTER VII—NEAR-EARTH OBJECTS 

§ 17791. Reaffirmation of policy 

(a) Reaffirmation of policy on surveying near- 
Earth asteroids and comets 

Congress reaffirms the policy set forth in sec-
tion 2451(g) of this title (relating to surveying 
near-Earth asteroids and comets). 

(b) Sense of Congress on benefits of near-Earth 
object program activities 

It is the sense of Congress that the near-Earth 
object program activities of NASA will provide 
benefits to the scientific and exploration activi-
ties of NASA. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4803.) 

§ 17792. Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Near-Earth objects pose a serious and 

credible threat to humankind, as many sci-
entists believe that a major asteroid or comet 
was responsible for the mass extinction of the 
majority of the Earth’s species, including the 
dinosaurs, nearly 65,000,000 years ago. 

(2) Several such near-Earth objects have 
only been discovered within days of the ob-
jects’ closest approach to Earth and recent 
discoveries of such large objects indicate that 
many large near-Earth objects remain undis-
covered. 

(3) Asteroid and comet collisions rank as one 
of the most costly natural disasters that can 
occur. 

(4) The time needed to eliminate or mitigate 
the threat of a collision of a potentially haz-
ardous near-Earth object with Earth is meas-
ured in decades. 

(5) Unlike earthquakes and hurricanes, as-
teroids and comets can provide adequate colli-
sion information, enabling the United States 
to include both asteroid-collision and comet- 
collision disaster recovery and disaster avoid-
ance in its public-safety structure. 

(6) Basic information is needed for technical 
and policy decisionmaking for the United 
States to create a comprehensive program in 
order to be ready to eliminate and mitigate 
the serious and credible threats to humankind 
posed by potentially hazardous near-Earth as-
teroids and comets. 

(7) As a first step to eliminate and to miti-
gate the risk of such collisions, situation and 
decision analysis processes, as well as proce-
dures and system resources, must be in place 
well before a collision threat becomes known. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 802, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4803.) 

§ 17793. Requests for information 

The Administrator shall issue requests for in-
formation on— 

(1) a low-cost space mission with the purpose 
of rendezvousing with, attaching a tracking 
device,1 and characterizing the Apophis aster-
oid; and 

(2) a medium-sized space mission with the 
purpose of detecting near-Earth objects equal 
to or greater than 140 meters in diameter. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 803, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4803.) 

§ 17794. Establishment of policy with respect to 
threats posed by near-Earth objects 

Within 2 years after October 15, 2008, the Di-
rector of the OSTP shall— 

(1) develop a policy for notifying Federal 
agencies and relevant emergency response in-
stitutions of an impending near-Earth object 
threat, if near-term public safety is at risk; 
and 

(2) recommend a Federal agency or agencies 
to be responsible for— 

(A) protecting the United States from a 
near-Earth object that is expected to collide 
with Earth; and 

(B) implementing a deflection campaign, 
in consultation with international bodies, 
should one be necessary. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 804, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4804.) 

§ 17795. Planetary radar capability 

The Administrator shall maintain a planetary 
radar that is comparable to the capability pro-
vided through the Deep Space Network 
Goldstone facility of NASA. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title VIII, § 805, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4804.) 
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SUBCHAPTER VIII—COMMERCIAL 
INITIATIVES 

§ 17801. Commercial crew initiative 

(a) In general 

In order to stimulate commercial use of space, 
help maximize the utility and productivity of 
the International Space Station, and enable a 
commercial means of providing crew transfer 
and crew rescue services for the International 
Space Station, NASA shall— 

(1) make use of United States commercially 
provided International Space Station crew 
transfer and crew rescue services to the maxi-
mum extent practicable, if those commercial 
services have demonstrated the capability to 
meet NASA-specified ascent, entry, and Inter-
national Space Station proximity operations 
safety requirements; 

(2) limit, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the use of the Crew Exploration Vehi-
cle to missions carrying astronauts beyond 
low Earth orbit once commercial crew transfer 
and crew rescue services that meet safety re-
quirements become operational; 

(3) facilitate, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the transfer of NASA-developed tech-
nologies to potential United States commer-
cial crew transfer and rescue service providers, 
consistent with United States law; and 

(4) issue a notice of intent, not later than 180 
days after October 15, 2008, to enter into a 
funded, competitively awarded Space Act 
Agreement with 2 or more commercial entities 
for a Phase 1 Commercial Orbital Transpor-
tation Services crewed vehicle demonstration 
program. 

(b) Congressional intent 

It is the intent of Congress that funding for 
the program described in subsection (a)(4) shall 
not come at the expense of full funding of the 
amounts authorized under section 101(3)(A),1 and 
for future fiscal years, for Orion Crew Explo-
ration Vehicle development, Ares I Crew Launch 
Vehicle development, or International Space 
Station cargo delivery. 

(c) Additional technologies 

NASA shall make International Space Sta-
tion-compatible docking adaptors and other rel-
evant technologies available to the commercial 
crew providers selected to service the Inter-
national Space Station. 

(d) Crew transfer and crew rescue services con-
tract 

If a commercial provider demonstrates the ca-
pability to provide International Space Station 
crew transfer and crew rescue services and to 
satisfy NASA ascent, entry, and International 
Space Station proximity operations safety re-
quirements, NASA shall enter into an Inter-
national Space Station crew transfer and crew 
rescue services contract with that commercial 
provider for a portion of NASA’s anticipated 
International Space Station crew transfer and 
crew rescue requirements from the time the 
commercial provider commences operations 

under contract with NASA through calendar 
year 2016, with an option to extend the period of 
performance through calendar year 2020. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title IX, § 902, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4805.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 101(3)(A), referred to in subsec. (b), is section 
101(3)(A) of Pub. L. 110–422, title I, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 Stat. 
4783, which is not classified to the Code. 

SUBCHAPTER IX—REVITALIZATION OF 
NASA INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES 

§ 17811. Maintenance and upgrade of Center fa-
cilities 

(a) In general 

In order to sustain healthy Centers that are 
capable of carrying out NASA’s missions, the 
Administrator shall ensure that adequate main-
tenance and upgrading of those Center facilities 
is performed on a regular basis. 

(b) Review 

The Administrator shall determine and prior-
itize the maintenance and upgrade backlog at 
each of NASA’s Centers and associated facili-
ties, and shall develop a strategy and budget 
plan to reduce that maintenance and upgrade 
backlog by 50 percent over the next five years. 

(c) Report 

The Administrator shall deliver a report to 
Congress on the results of the activities under-
taken in subsection (b) concurrently with the 
delivery of the fiscal year 2011 budget request. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title X, § 1002, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4806.) 

§ 17812. Assessment of NASA laboratory capabili-
ties 

(a) In general 

NASA’s laboratories are a critical component 
of NASA’s research capabilities, and the Admin-
istrator shall ensure that those laboratories re-
main productive. 

(b) Review 

The Administrator shall enter into an ar-
rangement for an independent external review of 
NASA’s laboratories, including laboratory 
equipment, facilities, and support services, to 
determine whether they are equipped and main-
tained at a level adequate to support NASA’s re-
search activities. The assessment shall also in-
clude an assessment of the relative quality of 
NASA’s in-house laboratory equipment and fa-
cilities compared to comparable laboratories 
elsewhere. The results of the review shall be pro-
vided to the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate not later than 18 months 
after October 15, 2008. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title X, § 1003, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4807.) 
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