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1 So in original. Probably should ‘‘framework’’. 

SUBCHAPTER X—OTHER PROVISIONS 

§ 17821. Initiation of discussions on development 
of framework for space traffic management 

(a) Finding 

Congress finds that as more countries acquire 
the capability for launching payloads into outer 
space, there is an increasing need for a frame-
work under which information intended to pro-
mote safe access into outer space, operations in 
outer space, and return from outer space to 
Earth free from physical or radio-frequency in-
terference can be shared among those countries. 

(b) Discussions 

The Administrator shall, in consultation with 
such other agencies of the Federal Government 
as the Administrator considers appropriate, ini-
tiate discussions with the appropriate represent-
atives of other space-faring countries to deter-
mine an appropriate frame-work 1 under which 
information intended to promote safe access 
into outer space, operations in outer space, and 
return from outer space to Earth free from phys-
ical or radio-frequency interference can be 
shared among those nations. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1102, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4808.) 

§ 17822. Astronaut health care 

(a) Survey 

The Administrator shall administer an anony-
mous survey of astronauts and flight surgeons 
to evaluate communication, relationships, and 
the effectiveness of policies. The survey ques-
tions and the analysis of results shall be evalu-
ated by experts independent of NASA. The sur-
vey shall be administered on at least a biennial 
basis. 

(b) Report 

The Administrator shall transmit a report of 
the results of the survey to Congress not later 
than 90 days following completion of the survey. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1103, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4808.) 

§ 17823. National Academies decadal surveys 

(a) In general 

The Administrator shall enter into agree-
ments on a periodic basis with the National 
Academies for independent assessments, also 
known as decadal surveys, to take stock of the 
status and opportunities for Earth and space 
science discipline fields and Aeronautics re-
search and to recommend priorities for research 
and programmatic areas over the next decade. 

(b) Independent cost estimates 

The agreements described in subsection (a) 
shall include independent estimates of the life 
cycle costs and technical readiness of missions 
assessed in the decadal surveys whenever pos-
sible. 

(c) Reexamination 

The Administrator shall request that each Na-
tional Academies decadal survey committee 

identify any conditions or events, such as sig-
nificant cost growth or scientific or techno-
logical advances, that would warrant NASA ask-
ing the National Academies to reexamine the 
priorities that the decadal survey had estab-
lished. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1104, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4809.) 

§ 17824. NASA outreach program 

(a) Establishment 

NASA shall competitively select an organiza-
tion to partner with NASA centers, aerospace 
contractors, and academic institutions to carry 
out a program to help promote the competitive-
ness of small, minority-owned, and women- 
owned businesses in communities across the 
United States through enhanced insight into the 
technologies of NASA’s space and aeronautics 
programs. The program shall support the mis-
sion of NASA’s Innovative Partnerships Pro-
gram with its emphasis on joint partnerships 
with industry, academia, government agencies, 
and national laboratories. 

(b) Program structure 

In carrying out the program described in sub-
section (a), the organization shall support the 
mission of NASA’s Innovative Partnerships Pro-
gram by undertaking the following activities: 

(1) Facilitating the enhanced insight of the 
private sector into NASA’s technologies in 
order to increase the competitiveness of the 
private sector in producing viable commercial 
products. 

(2) Creating a network of academic institu-
tions, aerospace contractors, and NASA cen-
ters that will commit to donating appropriate 
technical assistance to small businesses, giv-
ing preference to socially and economically 
disadvantaged small business concerns, small 
business concerns owned and controlled by 
service-disabled veterans, and HUBZone small 
business concerns. This paragraph shall not 
apply to any contracting actions entered into 
or taken by NASA. 

(3) Creating a network of economic develop-
ment organizations to increase the awareness 
and enhance the effectiveness of the program 
nationwide. 

(c) Report 

Not later than 1 year after October 15, 2008, 
and annually thereafter, the Administrator 
shall submit a report to the Committee on 
Science and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate de-
scribing the efforts and accomplishments of the 
program established under subsection (a) in sup-
port of NASA’s Innovative Partnerships Pro-
gram. As part of the report, the Administrator 
shall provide— 

(1) data on the number of small businesses 
receiving assistance, jobs created and re-
tained, and volunteer hours donated by NASA, 
contractors, and academic institutions nation-
wide; 

(2) an estimate of the total dollar value of 
the economic impact made by small businesses 
that received technical assistance through the 
program; and 
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(3) an accounting of the use of funds appro-
priated for the program. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1107, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4810.) 

§ 17825. Protection of scientific credibility, integ-
rity, and communication within NASA 

(a) Sense of the Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that NASA should 
not dilute, distort, suppress, or impede scientific 
research or the dissemination thereof. 

(b) Study 

Within 60 days after October 15, 2008, the 
Comptroller General shall— 

(1) initiate a study to be completed within 
270 days to determine whether the regulations 
set forth in part 1213 of title 14, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, are being implemented in a 
clear and consistent manner by NASA to en-
sure the dissemination of research; and 

(2) transmit a report to the Congress setting 
forth the Comptroller General’s findings, con-
clusions, and recommendations. 

(c) Research 

The Administrator shall work to ensure that 
NASA’s policies on the sharing of climate relat-
ed data respond to the recommendations of the 
Government Accountability Office’s report on 
climate change research and data-sharing poli-
cies and to the recommendations on the process-
ing, distribution, and archiving of data by the 
National Academies Earth Science Decadal Sur-
vey, ‘‘Earth Science and Applications from 
Space’’, and other relevant National Academies 
reports, to enhance and facilitate their avail-
ability and widest possible use to ensure public 
access to accurate and current data on global 
warming. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1109, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4811.) 

§ 17826. Methane inventory 

Within 12 months after October 15, 2008, the 
Director of OSTP, in conjunction with the Ad-
ministrator, the Administrator of NOAA, and 
other appropriate Federal agencies and aca-
demic institutions, shall develop a plan, includ-
ing a cost estimate and timetable, and initiate 
an inventory of natural methane stocks and 
fluxes in the polar region of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1111, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4811.) 

§ 17827. Exception to alternative fuel procure-
ment requirement 

Section 17142(a) of this title does not prohibit 
NASA from entering into a contract to purchase 
a generally available fuel that is not an alter-
native or synthetic fuel or predominantly pro-
duced from a nonconventional petroleum source, 
if— 

(1) the contract does not specifically require 
the contractor to provide an alternative or 
synthetic fuel or fuel from a nonconventional 
petroleum source; 

(2) the purpose of the contract is not to ob-
tain an alternative or synthetic fuel or fuel 
from a nonconventional petroleum source; and 

(3) the contract does not provide incentives 
for a refinery upgrade or expansion to allow a 
refinery to use or increase its use of fuel from 
a nonconventional petroleum source. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1112, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4811.) 

§ 17828. Cooperative unmanned aerial vehicle ac-
tivities 

The Administrator, in cooperation with the 
Administrator of NOAA and in coordination 
with other agencies that have existing civil ca-
pabilities, shall continue to utilize the capabili-
ties of unmanned aerial vehicles as appropriate 
in support of NASA and interagency cooperative 
missions. The Administrator may enter into co-
operative agreements with universities with un-
manned aerial vehicle programs and related as-
sets to conduct collaborative research and devel-
opment activities, including development of ap-
propriate applications of small unmanned aerial 
vehicle technologies and systems in remote 
areas. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1116, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4813.) 

§ 17829. Development of enhanced-use lease pol-
icy 

(a) In general 

The Administrator shall develop an agency- 
wide enhanced-use lease policy that— 

(1) is based upon sound business practices 
and lessons learned from the demonstration 
centers; and 

(2) establishes controls and procedures to en-
sure accountability and protect the interests 
of the Government. 

(b) Contents 

The policy required by subsection (a) shall in-
clude the following: 

(1) Criteria for determining whether en-
hanced-use lease provides better economic 
value to the Government than other options, 
such as— 

(A) Federal financing through appropria-
tions; or 

(B) sale of the property. 

(2) Requirement for the identification of pro-
posed physical and procedural changes needed 
to ensure security and restrict access to speci-
fied areas, coordination of proposed changes 
with existing site tenants, and development of 
estimated costs of such changes. 

(3) Measures of effectiveness for the en-
hanced-use lease program. 

(4) Accounting controls and procedures to 
ensure accountability, such as an audit trail 
and documentation to readily support finan-
cial transactions. 

(Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, § 1117, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4813.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 1117 of Pub. L. 110–422. 
Subsecs. (c) and (d) of section 1117 of Pub. L. 110–422 
amended section 2459j of this title. 
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