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§ 1862o–3. Sharing research results 

An investigator supported under a Foundation 
award, whom the Director determines has failed 
to comply with the provisions of section 734 of 
the Foundation Grant Policy Manual, shall be 
ineligible for a future award under any Founda-
tion supported program or activity. The Direc-
tor may restore the eligibility of such an inves-
tigator on the basis of the investigator’s subse-
quent compliance with the provisions of section 
734 of the Foundation Grant Policy Manual and 
with such other terms and conditions as the Di-
rector may impose. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7011, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 680.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–4. Funding for successful science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics edu-
cation programs 

(a) Evaluation of programs 

The Director shall, on an annual basis, evalu-
ate all of the Foundation’s grants that are 
scheduled to expire within 1 year and— 

(1) that have the primary purpose of meeting 
the objectives of the Science and Engineering 
Equal Opportunity Act (42 U.S.C. 1885 et seq.); 
or 

(2) that have the primary purpose of provid-
ing teacher professional development. 

(b) Continuation of funding 

For grants that are identified under sub-
section (a) and that are determined by the Di-
rector to be successful in meeting the objectives 
of the initial grant solicitation, the Director 
may extend the duration of those grants for not 
more than 3 additional years beyond their 
scheduled expiration without the requirement 
for a recompetition. 

(c) Report to Congress 

Not later than 1 year after August 9, 2007, and 
annually thereafter, the Director shall submit a 
report to the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation and the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate 
that— 

(1) lists the grants that have been extended 
in duration by the authority provided under 
this section; and 

(2) provides any recommendations the Direc-
tor may have regarding the extension of the 
authority provided under this section to pro-
grams other than those specified in subsection 
(a). 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7012, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 681.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Science and Engineering Equal Opportunity Act, 
referred to in subsec. (a)(1), probably means the Science 
and Engineering Equal Opportunities Act, which is 
Part B (§ 31 et seq.) of Pub. L. 96–516, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 3010, which enacted sections 1885 to 1885d of this 
title and provisions set out as notes under sections 1861 
and 1885 of this title. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1980 Amendment 
note set out under section 1861 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–5. Meeting critical national science needs 

(a) In general 

In addition to any other criteria, the Director 
shall include consideration of the degree to 
which awards and research activities that other-
wise qualify for support by the Foundation may 
assist in meeting critical national needs in inno-
vation, competitiveness, safety and security, the 
physical and natural sciences, technology, engi-
neering, social sciences, and mathematics. 

(b) Priority treatment 

The Director shall give priority in the selec-
tion of awards and the allocation of Foundation 
resources to proposed research activities, and 
grants funded under the Foundation’s Research 
and Related Activities Account, that can be ex-
pected to make contributions in physical or nat-
ural science, technology, engineering, social sci-
ences, or mathematics, or that enhance com-
petitiveness, innovation, or safety and security 
in the United States. 

(c) Limitation 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
restrict or bias the grant selection process 
against funding other areas of research deemed 
by the Foundation to be consistent with its 
mandate nor to change the core mission of the 
Foundation. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7018, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 684.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–6. Research on innovation and inventive-
ness 

In carrying out its research programs on 
science policy and on the science of learning, 
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the Foundation may support research on the 
process of innovation and the teaching of inven-
tiveness. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7019, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 684.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–7. Cyberinfrastructure 

In order to continue and expand efforts to en-
sure that research institutions throughout the 
Nation can fully participate in research pro-
grams of the Foundation and collaborate with 
colleagues throughout the Nation, the Director, 
not later than 180 days after August 9, 2007, shall 
develop and publish a plan that— 

(1) describes the current status of broadband 
access for scientific research purposes at insti-
tutions in EPSCoR-eligible States, at institu-
tions in rural areas, and at minority serving 
institutions; and 

(2) outlines actions that can be taken to en-
sure that such connections are available to en-
able participation in those Foundation pro-
grams that rely heavily on high-speed net-
working and collaborations across institutions 
and regions. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7020, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 685.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–8. Pilot program of grants for new inves-
tigators 

(a) In general 

The Director shall carry out a pilot program 
to award 1-year grants to individuals to assist 
them in improving research proposals that were 
previously submitted to the Foundation but not 
selected for funding. 

(b) Eligibility 

To be eligible to receive a grant under this 
section, an individual— 

(1) may not have previously received funding 
as the principal investigator of a research 
grant from the Foundation; and 

(2) shall have submitted a proposal to the 
Foundation, which may include a proposal 

submitted to the Research in Undergraduate 
Institutions program, that was rated excellent 
under the Foundation’s competitive merit re-
view process. 

(c) Selection process 

The Director shall make awards under this 
section based on the advice of the program offi-
cers of the Foundation. 

(d) Use of funds 

Grants awarded under this section shall be 
used to enable an individual to resubmit an up-
dated research proposal for review by the Foun-
dation through the agency’s competitive merit 
review process. Uses of funds made available 
under this section may include the generation of 
new data and the performance of additional 
analysis. 

(e) Program administration 

The Director shall carry out this section 
through the Small Grants for Exploratory Re-
search program. 

(f) National Science Board review 

The Board shall conduct a review and assess-
ment of the pilot program under this section, in-
cluding the number of new investigators funded, 
the distribution of awards by type of institution 
of higher education, and the success rate upon 
resubmittal of proposals by new investigators 
funded through such pilot program. Not later 
than 3 years after August 9, 2007, the Board shall 
summarize its findings and any recommenda-
tions regarding changes to, the termination of, 
or the continuation of the pilot program in a re-
port to the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation and the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7021, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 685.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–9. Broader impacts merit review cri-
terion 

(a) In general 

Among the types of activities that the Foun-
dation shall consider as appropriate for meeting 
the requirements of its broader impacts cri-
terion for the evaluation of research proposals 
are partnerships between academic researchers 
and industrial scientists and engineers that ad-
dress research areas identified as having high 
importance for future national economic com-
petitiveness, such as nanotechnology. 

(b) Report on broader impacts criterion 

Not later than 1 year after August 9, 2007, the 
Director shall transmit to Congress a report on 
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