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the Foundation may support research on the 
process of innovation and the teaching of inven-
tiveness. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7019, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 684.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–7. Cyberinfrastructure 

In order to continue and expand efforts to en-
sure that research institutions throughout the 
Nation can fully participate in research pro-
grams of the Foundation and collaborate with 
colleagues throughout the Nation, the Director, 
not later than 180 days after August 9, 2007, shall 
develop and publish a plan that— 

(1) describes the current status of broadband 
access for scientific research purposes at insti-
tutions in EPSCoR-eligible States, at institu-
tions in rural areas, and at minority serving 
institutions; and 

(2) outlines actions that can be taken to en-
sure that such connections are available to en-
able participation in those Foundation pro-
grams that rely heavily on high-speed net-
working and collaborations across institutions 
and regions. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7020, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 685.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–8. Pilot program of grants for new inves-
tigators 

(a) In general 

The Director shall carry out a pilot program 
to award 1-year grants to individuals to assist 
them in improving research proposals that were 
previously submitted to the Foundation but not 
selected for funding. 

(b) Eligibility 

To be eligible to receive a grant under this 
section, an individual— 

(1) may not have previously received funding 
as the principal investigator of a research 
grant from the Foundation; and 

(2) shall have submitted a proposal to the 
Foundation, which may include a proposal 

submitted to the Research in Undergraduate 
Institutions program, that was rated excellent 
under the Foundation’s competitive merit re-
view process. 

(c) Selection process 

The Director shall make awards under this 
section based on the advice of the program offi-
cers of the Foundation. 

(d) Use of funds 

Grants awarded under this section shall be 
used to enable an individual to resubmit an up-
dated research proposal for review by the Foun-
dation through the agency’s competitive merit 
review process. Uses of funds made available 
under this section may include the generation of 
new data and the performance of additional 
analysis. 

(e) Program administration 

The Director shall carry out this section 
through the Small Grants for Exploratory Re-
search program. 

(f) National Science Board review 

The Board shall conduct a review and assess-
ment of the pilot program under this section, in-
cluding the number of new investigators funded, 
the distribution of awards by type of institution 
of higher education, and the success rate upon 
resubmittal of proposals by new investigators 
funded through such pilot program. Not later 
than 3 years after August 9, 2007, the Board shall 
summarize its findings and any recommenda-
tions regarding changes to, the termination of, 
or the continuation of the pilot program in a re-
port to the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation and the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VII, § 7021, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 685.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Act, also known as the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in 
Technology, Education, and Science Act, and not as 
part of the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 
which comprises this chapter. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 7001 of Pub. L. 110–69, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1862o of this title. 

§ 1862o–9. Broader impacts merit review cri-
terion 

(a) In general 

Among the types of activities that the Foun-
dation shall consider as appropriate for meeting 
the requirements of its broader impacts cri-
terion for the evaluation of research proposals 
are partnerships between academic researchers 
and industrial scientists and engineers that ad-
dress research areas identified as having high 
importance for future national economic com-
petitiveness, such as nanotechnology. 

(b) Report on broader impacts criterion 

Not later than 1 year after August 9, 2007, the 
Director shall transmit to Congress a report on 
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