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[Section 118 of Pub. L. 100–570, set out above, effective 
Jan. 16, 1989, see section 215(c) of Pub. L. 100–685, set out 
as a note under section 2459 of this title.] 

CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND 
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in 
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization 
of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set 
out as a note under section 1862 of this title. 

§§ 1876 to 1879. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–383, § 11, 
Aug. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 817 

Section 1876, Pub. L. 85–864, title IX, § 901, Sept. 2, 
1958, 72 Stat. 1601, authorized establishment of a 
Science Information Service by National Science Foun-
dation. 

Section 1877, Pub. L. 85–864, title IX, § 902, Sept. 2, 
1958, 72 Stat. 1601; Pub. L. 90–407, § 15(b), July 18, 1968, 82 
Stat. 367, authorized establishment of a Science Infor-
mation Council within National Science Foundation. 

Section 1878, Pub. L. 85–864, title IX, § 903, Sept. 2, 
1958, 72 Stat. 1601, provided National Science Founda-
tion with same power and authority in carrying out its 
functions under sections 1876 to 1879 of this title as it 
had in carrying out its functions under this chapter. 

Section 1879, Pub. L. 85–864, title IX, § 904, Sept. 2, 
1958, 72 Stat. 1602, authorized appropriations to carry 
out programs of the Science Information Service and 
the Science Information Council. 

§ 1880. National Medal of Science 

There is established a National Medal of 
Science (hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘medal’’), 
which shall be of such design and materials and 
bear such inscriptions as the President, on the 
basis of recommendations submitted by the Na-
tional Science Foundation, may prescribe, and 
shall be awarded as provided in section 1881 of 
this title. 

(Pub. L. 86–209, § 1, Aug. 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 431.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the National 
Science Foundation Act of 1950 which comprises this 
chapter. 

§ 1881. Award of National Medal of Science 

(a) Recommendations 

The President shall from time to time award 
the medal, on the basis of recommendations re-
ceived from the National Academy of Sciences 
or on the basis of such other information and 
evidence as he deems appropriate, to individuals 
who in his judgment are deserving of special rec-
ognition by reason of their outstanding con-
tributions to knowledge in the physical, biologi-
cal, mathematical, engineering, behavioral or 
social sciences. 

(b) Number 

Not more than twenty individuals may be 
awarded the medal in any one calendar year. 

(c) Citizenship 

An individual may not be awarded the medal 
unless at the time such award is made he— 

(1) is a citizen or other national of the 
United States; or 

(2) is an alien lawfully admitted to the 
United States for permanent residence who (A) 
has filed an application for petition for natu-
ralization in the manner prescribed by section 

1445(b) of title 8 and (B) is not permanently in-
eligible to become a citizen of the United 
States. 

(d) Ceremonies 

The presentation of the award shall be made 
by the President with such ceremonies as he 
may deem proper, including attendance by ap-
propriate Members of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 86–209, § 2, Aug. 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 431; 
Pub. L. 96–516, § 22(a)(1), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 
3010.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the National 
Science Foundation Act of 1950 which comprises this 
chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–516 inserted applicability 
to behavioral and social sciences. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11287. AWARD AND PRESENTATION OF 
NATIONAL MEDAL OF SCIENCE 

Ex. Ord. No. 11287, eff. June 28, 1966, 31 F.R. 8995, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 11502, eff. Dec. 22, 1969, 34 F.R. 
20171; Ex. Ord. No. 11734, July 30, 1973, 38 F.R. 20433, pro-
vided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Act of 
August 25, 1959, entitled ‘‘An Act To Establish a Na-
tional Medal of Science To Provide Recognition for In-
dividuals Who Make Outstanding Contributions in the 
Physical, Biological, Mathematical, and Engineering 
Sciences,’’ 73 Stat. 431 (hereinafter referred to as the 
Act) [42 U.S.C. 1880, 1881], and as President of the 
United States, it is ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Award of Medal. (a) The President shall 
award the National Medal of Science (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the Medal) established by the Act, the spec-
ifications of which are prescribed by Executive Order 
No. 10910 of January 17, 1961, as amended, on the basis 
of recommendations received by him in accordance 
with the provisions of this Order to individuals who in 
his judgment are deserving of special recognition by 
reason of their outstanding contributions to knowledge 
in the physical, biological, mathematical, or engineer-
ing sciences. 

(b) The following-described criteria shall govern the 
award of the Medal— 

(1) Not more than twenty individuals shall be award-
ed the Medal in any one calendar year. 

(2) No individual shall be awarded the Medal unless, 
at the time such award is made, he: 

(A) is a citizen or other national of the United States; 
or 

(B) is an alien lawfully admitted to the United States 
for permanent residence who (i) has filed a petition for 
naturalization in the manner prescribed by Section 
334(b) of the Immigration and Nationality Act [8 U.S.C. 
1445(b)], and (ii) is not permanently ineligible to be-
come a citizen of the United States. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (2) of 
this subsection, the Medal may be awarded post-
humously, but only to individuals who, at the time of 
their death, met the conditions set forth in paragraph 
(2). The Medal shall not be awarded to any individual 
after the fifth anniversary of the day of his death. 

(c) Each Medal awarded shall be suitably inscribed. 
Each individual awarded the Medal shall also receive a 
citation descriptive of the award. 

(d) The presentation of the Medal shall be made in ac-
cordance with Section 2(d) of the Act. 

SEC. 2. The President’s Committee. (a) There is hereby 
established the President’s Committee on the National 
Medal of Science (hereinafter referred to as the Com-
mittee), which shall be composed of twelve appointive 
members and two ex officio members and shall assist 
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