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1968, and not as part of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Act of 1958 which is classified principally to this 
chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Pub. L. 109–155 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), inserted heading, substituted ‘‘to it, includ-
ing evaluating NASA’s compliance with the return-to- 
flight and continue-to-fly recommendations of the Co-
lumbia Accident Investigation Board,’’ for ‘‘to it’’ and 
‘‘with respect to the adequacy of proposed or existing 
safety standards, and with respect to management and 
culture related to safety. The Panel shall also’’ for 
‘‘and with respect to the adequacy of proposed or exist-
ing safety standards and shall’’, inserted ‘‘and the Con-
gress’’ after ‘‘advise the Administrator’’, and added 
subsec. (b). 

1986—Pub. L. 99–234 substituted ‘‘rates and amounts’’ 
for ‘‘rates’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–307 substituted ‘‘a rate not to exceed 
the per diem rate equivalent to the rate for GS–18’’ for 
‘‘the rate of $100’’ as daily rate of compensation for 
members of Panel appointed from outside Federal Gov-
ernment while engaged in actual performance of duties 
vested in Panel. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–234 effective (1) on the ef-
fective date of regulations to be promulgated not later 
than 150 days after Jan. 2, 1986, or (2) 180 days after Jan. 
2, 1986, whichever occurs first, see section 301(a) of Pub. 
L. 99–234, set out as a note under section 5701 of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY PANELS 

Advisory panels in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to termi-
nate not later than the expiration of the 2-year period 
following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a panel es-
tablished by the President or an officer of the Federal 
Government, such panel is renewed by appropriate ac-
tion prior to the expiration of such 2-year period, or in 
the case of a panel established by the Congress, its du-
ration is otherwise provided by law. See sections 3(2) 
and 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 776, set 
out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

SUBCHAPTER III—UPPER ATMOSPHERE 
RESEARCH 

§ 2481. Congressional declaration of purpose and 
policy 

(a) The purpose of this subchapter is to au-
thorize and direct the Administration to develop 
and carry out a comprehensive program of re-
search, technology, and monitoring of the phe-
nomena of the upper atmosphere so as to pro-
vide for an understanding of and to maintain the 
chemical and physical integrity of the Earth’s 
upper atmosphere. 

(b) The Congress declares that it is the policy 
of the United States to undertake an immediate 
and appropriate research, technology, and mon-
itoring program that will provide for under-
standing the physics and chemistry of the 
Earth’s upper atmosphere. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 401, as added Pub. L. 
94–39, § 8, June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222.) 

§ 2482. ‘‘Upper atmosphere’’ defined 

For the purpose of this subchapter the term 
‘‘upper atmosphere’’ means that portion of the 
Earth’s sensible atmosphere above the tropo-
sphere. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 402, as added Pub. L. 
94–39, § 8, June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222.) 

§ 2483. Program authorized 

(a) In order to carry out the purposes of this 
subchapter the Administration in cooperation 
with other Federal agencies, shall initiate and 
carry out a program of research, technology, 
monitoring, and other appropriate activities di-
rected to understand the physics and chemistry 
of the upper atmosphere. 

(b) In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter the Administration shall— 

(1) arrange for participation by the scientific 
and engineering community, of both the Na-
tion’s industrial organizations and institu-
tions of higher education, in planning and car-
rying out appropriate research, in developing 
necessary technology and in making necessary 
observations and measurements; 

(2) provide, by way of grant, contract, schol-
arships or other arrangements, to the maxi-
mum extent practicable and consistent with 
other laws, for the widest practicable and ap-
propriate participation of the scientific and 
engineering community in the program au-
thorized by this subchapter; and 

(3) make all results of the program author-
ized by this subchapter available to the appro-
priate regulatory agencies and provide for the 
widest practicable dissemination of such re-
sults. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 403, as added Pub. L. 
94–39, § 8, June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222.) 

§ 2484. International cooperation 

In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter, the Administration, subject to the di-
rection of the President and after consultation 
with the Secretary of State, shall make every 
effort to enlist the support and cooperation of 
appropriate scientists and engineers of other 
countries and international organizations. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title IV, § 404, as added Pub. L. 
94–39, § 8, June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 223.) 

CHAPTER 26A—NATIONAL SPACE GRANT 
COLLEGE AND FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 

Sec. 
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2486e. Identification of specific national needs and 

problems relating to space; grants or con-
tracts with respect to such needs or prob-
lems, amount, application, terms and condi-
tions. 
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