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For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

Functions of Public Housing Administration and of 
Housing and Home Finance Agency (of which Public 
Housing Administration is a constituent agency) and of 
heads thereof transferred to Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development by Pub. L. 89–174, § 5(a), Sept. 9, 
1965, 79 Stat. 669, which is classified to section 3534(a) of 
this title. Section 9(c) of such act, set out as a note 
under section 3531 of this title, provides that references 
to Housing and Home Finance Agency or to any agency 
or officer therein are to be deemed to mean Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development and that Housing 
and Home Finance Agency and Public Housing Admin-
istration have lapsed. 

§§ 2415 to 2421. Repealed. Pub. L. 90–448, title 
XIII, § 1303(c), Aug. 1, 1968, 82 Stat. 573 

Section 2415, act Aug. 7, 1956, ch. 1025, § 16, 70 Stat. 
1085, authorized appointment of an advisory committee. 

Section 2416, act Aug. 7, 1956, ch. 1025, § 17, 70 Stat. 
1085, provided for studies. 

Section 2417, act Aug. 7, 1956, ch. 1025, § 18, 70 Stat. 
1085, prescribed additional functions of the Adminis-
trator. 

Section 2418, act Aug. 7, 1956, ch. 1025, § 19, 70 Stat. 
1086, reserved rights in acquired real estate. 

Section 2419, act Aug. 7, 1956, ch. 1025, § 20, 70 Stat. 
1086, related to exemption of real estate from taxation. 

Section 2420, act Aug. 7, 1956, ch. 1025, § 21, 70 Stat. 
1086, provided for annual reports. 

Section 2421, act Aug. 7, 1956, ch. 1025, § 22, 70 Stat. 
1086, defined terms used in this chapter. 

See section 4001 et seq. of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective 120 days following Aug. 1, 1968, or 
such later date prescribed by the Secretary but in no 
event more than 180 days following Aug. 1, 1968, see sec-
tion 1377 of Pub. L. 90–448, set out as an Effective Date 
note under section 4001 of this title. 
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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 2451. Congressional declaration of policy and 
purpose 

(a) Devotion of space activities to peaceful pur-
poses for benefit of all mankind 

The Congress declares that it is the policy of 
the United States that activities in space should 
be devoted to peaceful purposes for the benefit 
of all mankind. 

(b) Aeronautical and space activities for welfare 
and security of United States; control by ci-
vilian agency; exceptions 

The Congress declares that the general welfare 
and security of the United States require that 
adequate provision be made for aeronautical and 
space activities. The Congress further declares 
that such activities shall be the responsibility 
of, and shall be directed by, a civilian agency ex-
ercising control over aeronautical and space ac-
tivities sponsored by the United States, except 
that activities peculiar to or primarily associ-
ated with the development of weapons systems, 
military operations, or the defense of the United 
States (including the research and development 
necessary to make effective provision for the de-
fense of the United States) shall be the respon-
sibility of, and shall be directed by, the Depart-
ment of Defense; and that determination as to 
which such agency has responsibility for and di-
rection of any such activity shall be made by 
the President in conformity with section 2471(e) 
of this title. 

(c) Commercial use of space 

The Congress declares that the general welfare 
of the United States requires that the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (as es-
tablished by subchapter II of this chapter) seek 
and encourage, to the maximum extent possible, 
the fullest commercial use of space. 

(d) Objectives of aeronautical and space activi-
ties 

The aeronautical and space activities of the 
United States shall be conducted so as to con-
tribute materially to one or more of the follow-
ing objectives: 

(1) The expansion of human knowledge of the 
Earth and of phenomena in the atmosphere 
and space; 

(2) The improvement of the usefulness, per-
formance, speed, safety, and efficiency of aero-
nautical and space vehicles; 

(3) The development and operation of vehi-
cles capable of carrying instruments, equip-
ment, supplies, and living organisms through 
space; 

(4) The establishment of long-range studies 
of the potential benefits to be gained from, the 
opportunities for, and the problems involved 
in the utilization of aeronautical and space ac-
tivities for peaceful and scientific purposes; 

(5) The preservation of the role of the United 
States as a leader in aeronautical and space 
science and technology and in the application 
thereof to the conduct of peaceful activities 
within and outside the atmosphere; 

(6) The making available to agencies di-
rectly concerned with national defense of dis-

coveries that have military value or signifi-
cance, and the furnishing by such agencies, to 
the civilian agency established to direct and 
control nonmilitary aeronautical and space 
activities, of information as to discoveries 
which have value or significance to that agen-
cy; 

(7) Cooperation by the United States with 
other nations and groups of nations in work 
done pursuant to this chapter and in the 
peaceful application of the results thereof; 

(8) The most effective utilization of the sci-
entific and engineering resources of the United 
States, with close cooperation among all in-
terested agencies of the United States in order 
to avoid unnecessary duplication of effort, fa-
cilities, and equipment; and 

(9) The preservation of the United States 
preeminent position in aeronautics and space 
through research and technology development 
related to associated manufacturing processes. 

(e) Ground propulsion systems research and de-
velopment 

The Congress declares that the general welfare 
of the United States requires that the unique 
competence in scientific and engineering sys-
tems of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration also be directed toward ground pro-
pulsion systems research and development. Such 
development shall be conducted so as to contrib-
ute to the objectives of developing energy and 
petroleum-conserving ground propulsion sys-
tems, and of minimizing the environmental deg-
radation caused by such systems. 

(f) Bioengineering research, development, and 
demonstration programs 

The Congress declares that the general welfare 
of the United States requires that the unique 
competence of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration in science and engineer-
ing systems be directed to assisting in bio-
engineering research, development, and dem-
onstration programs designed to alleviate and 
minimize the effects of disability. 

(g) Detecting, tracking, cataloguing, and charac-
terizing near-Earth asteroids and comets 

The Congress declares that the general welfare 
and security of the United States require that 
the unique competence of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration be directed to 
detecting, tracking, cataloguing, and character-
izing near-Earth asteroids and comets in order 
to provide warning and mitigation of the poten-
tial hazard of such near-Earth objects to the 
Earth. 

(h) Purpose of chapter 

It is the purpose of this chapter to carry out 
and effectuate the policies declared in sub-
sections (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), and (g) of this 
section. 

(Pub. L. 85–568, title I, § 102, July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 
426; Pub. L. 94–413, § 15(a), (b), Sept. 17, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1270; Pub. L. 95–238, title III, § 311, Feb. 25, 
1978, 92 Stat. 83; Pub. L. 95–401, § 7, Sept. 30, 1978, 
92 Stat. 860; Pub. L. 98–361, title I, § 110, July 16, 
1984, 98 Stat. 426; Pub. L. 100–685, title II, § 214, 
Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 4093; Pub. L. 106–391, title 
III, § 302(a), Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1591; Pub. L. 
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