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risdiction of the Federal courts for the pur-
pose of enforcement of the responsibilities as 
such an official. 

(4) Approval by States 

In cases in which a unit of general local gov-
ernment carries out the responsibilities de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the Secretary may per-
mit the State to perform those actions of the 
Secretary described in paragraph (2) and the per-
formance of such actions by the State, where 
permitted by the Secretary, shall be deemed to 
satisfy the Secretary’s responsibilities referred 
to in the second sentence of paragraph (2). 

(Pub. L. 103–233, title III, § 305(c), Apr. 11, 1994, 
108 Stat. 372.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in pars. (1)(A), (2), and (3)(D)(i), is Pub. L. 
91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat. 852, as amended, which is 
classified generally to chapter 55 (§ 4321 et seq.) of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 4321 of 
this title and Tables. 

The Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing 
and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 1993, referred to in par. (1)(A), is Pub. 
L. 102–389, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1571. Provisions under 
the head ‘‘Annual Contributions for Assisted Housing’’ 
in title II of the Act appear at 106 Stat. 1582 and are not 
classified to the Code. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Multifamily Hous-
ing Property Disposition Reform Act of 1994, and not as 
part of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 3548. Semiannual report on contracts and task 
orders 

The Secretary shall submit semi-annually to 
the Committees on Appropriations a list of all 
contracts and task orders issued under such con-
tracts in excess of $250,000 which were entered 
into during the prior 6-month period by the Sec-
retary, the Government National Mortgage As-
sociation, and the Office of Federal Housing En-
terprise Oversight (or by any officer of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development, 
the Government National Mortgage Association, 
or the Office of Federal Housing Enterprise 
Oversight acting in his or her capacity to rep-
resent the Secretary or these entities). Each 
listing shall identify the parties to the contract, 
the term and amount of the contract, and the 
subject matter and responsibilities of the par-
ties to the contract. 

(Pub. L. 105–18, title II, § 10001, June 12, 1997, 111 
Stat. 201.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the 1997 Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Act for Recovery from 
Natural Disasters, and for Overseas Peacekeeping Ef-
forts, Including Those in Bosnia, and not as part of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development Act 
which comprises this chapter. 

§ 3549. Investigation of violations 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
on and after February 20, 2003, the Chief Finan-

cial Officer of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development shall, in consultation with 
the Budget Officer, have sole authority to inves-
tigate potential or actual violations under the 
Anti-Deficiency Act (31 U.S.C. 1341 et seq.) and 
all other statutes and regulations related to the 
obligation and expenditure of funds made avail-
able in this, or any other Act; shall determine 
whether violations exist; and shall submit final 
reports on violations to the Secretary, the 
President, the Office of Management and Budget 
and the Congress in accordance with applicable 
statutes and Office of Management and Budget 
circulars. 

(Pub. L. 108–7, div. K, title II, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 
Stat. 499.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 2003, and 
also as part of the Consolidated Appropriations Resolu-
tion, 2003, and not as part of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development Act which comprises this chap-
ter. 

DUTIES OF CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

Pub. L. 109–115, div. A, title III, Nov. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 
2457, which provided that the Chief Financial Officer es-
tablish control of and maintain adequate systems of ac-
counting for appropriations and other available funds 
as required by 31 U.S.C. 1514, and further provided that, 
for purposes of funds control and Anti-Deficiency Act 
(31 U.S.C. 1341 et seq.) violation determinations, the 
point of obligation was to be the executed agreement or 
contract, with certain exceptions, and that the Chief 
Financial Officer was to appoint and train qualified 
personnel to conduct investigations, establish guide-
lines and timeframes for such investigations, prescribe 
requirements for final reports on violations, and pre-
scribe procedures for conducting investigations of, and 
reporting on, Anti-Deficiency Act violations, was not 
repeated in subsequent appropriation acts. Similar pro-
visions were contained in the following prior appropria-
tion acts: 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. I, title II, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3312. 

Pub. L. 108–199, div. G, title II, Jan. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 
389. 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. K, title II, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 
499, as amended by Pub. L. 108–199, div. G, title II, Jan. 
23, 2004, 118 Stat. 389. 
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SUBCHAPTER II—PREVENTION OF INTIMIDATION 

3631. Violations; penalties. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

§ 3601. Declaration of policy 

It is the policy of the United States to provide, 
within constitutional limitations, for fair hous-
ing throughout the United States. 

(Pub. L. 90–284, title VIII, § 801, Apr. 11, 1968, 82 
Stat. 81.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–430, § 13(a), Sept. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 1636, 
provided that: ‘‘This Act and the amendments made by 
this Act [see Short Title of 1988 Amendment note 
below] shall take effect on the 180th day beginning 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Sept. 13, 
1988].’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–76, § 1, Dec. 28, 1995, 109 Stat. 787, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 3607 of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘Housing for Older Persons Act of 
1995’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–430, § 1, Sept. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 1619, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 3610 to 3614a of 
this title, amending sections 3602, 3604 to 3608, 3615 to 
3619, and 3631 of this title and sections 2341 and 2342 of 
Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure, repealing 
former sections 3610 to 3613 of this title, and enacting 
provisions set out as notes under this section and sec-
tion 3602 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Fair Housing 
Amendments Act of 1988’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 90–284, as added by Pub. L. 
100–430, § 2, Sept. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 1619, provided: ‘‘That 
this Act [enacting this chapter, sections 231 to 233, 245, 
2101, and 2102 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure, and sections 1301 to 1303, 1311, 1312, 1321 to 1326, 
1331, and 1341 of Title 25, Indians, amending sections 
1973j, 3533, 3535 of this title, and sections 241, 242, and 
1153 of Title 18, enacting provisions set out as notes 
under sections 231 and 245 of Title 18, and repealing pro-
visions set out as notes under section 1360 of Title 28, 
Judiciary and Judicial Procedure] may be cited as the 
‘Civil Rights Act of 1968’.’’ 

Section 800 of Pub. L. 90–284, title VIII, as added by 
Pub. L. 100–430, § 4, Sept. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 1619, provided 
that: ‘‘This title [enacting this subchapter and amend-
ing sections 3533 and 3535 of this title] may be cited as 
the ‘Fair Housing Act’.’’ 

SEPARABILITY 

Pub. L. 100–430, § 14, Sept. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 1636, pro-
vided that: ‘‘If any provision of this Act [see Short 
Title of 1988 Amendment note above] or the application 
thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, 
the remainder of the Act and the application of the pro-

vision to other persons not similarly situated or to 
other circumstances shall not be affected thereby.’’ 

DISCLAIMER OF PREEMPTIVE EFFECT ON OTHER ACTS 

Pub. L. 100–430, § 12, Sept. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 1636, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Nothing in the Fair Housing Act [this sub-
chapter] as amended by this Act [see Short Title of 1988 
Amendment note above] limits any right, procedure, or 
remedy available under the Constitution or any other 
Act of the Congress not so amended.’’ 

INITIAL RULEMAKING 

Pub. L. 100–430, § 13(b), Sept. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 1636, 
provided that: ‘‘In consultation with other appropriate 
Federal agencies, the Secretary shall, not later than 
the 180th day after the date of the enactment of this 
Act [Sept. 13, 1988], issue rules to implement title VIII 
[this subchapter] as amended by this Act [see Short 
Title of 1988 Amendment note above]. The Secretary 
shall give public notice and opportunity for comment 
with respect to such rules.’’ 

FEDERALLY PROTECTED ACTIVITIES; PENALTIES 

Penalties for violations respecting federally pro-
tected activities not applicable to and not affecting ac-
tivities under this subchapter, see section 101(b) of Pub. 
L. 90–284, set out as a note under section 245 of Title 18, 
Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

§ 3602. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter— 
(a) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of Hous-

ing and Urban Development. 
(b) ‘‘Dwelling’’ means any building, structure, 

or portion thereof which is occupied as, or de-
signed or intended for occupancy as, a residence 
by one or more families, and any vacant land 
which is offered for sale or lease for the con-
struction or location thereon of any such build-
ing, structure, or portion thereof. 

(c) ‘‘Family’’ includes a single individual. 
(d) ‘‘Person’’ includes one or more individuals, 

corporations, partnerships, associations, labor 
organizations, legal representatives, mutual 
companies, joint-stock companies, trusts, unin-
corporated organizations, trustees, trustees in 
cases under title 11, receivers, and fiduciaries. 

(e) ‘‘To rent’’ includes to lease, to sublease, to 
let and otherwise to grant for a consideration 
the right to occupy premises not owned by the 
occupant. 

(f) ‘‘Discriminatory housing practice’’ means 
an act that is unlawful under section 3604, 3605, 
3606, or 3617 of this title. 

(g) ‘‘State’’ means any of the several States, 
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, or any of the territories and pos-
sessions of the United States. 

(h) ‘‘Handicap’’ means, with respect to a per-
son— 

(1) a physical or mental impairment which 
substantially limits one or more of such per-
son’s major life activities, 

(2) a record of having such an impairment, 
or 

(3) being regarded as having such an impair-
ment, 

but such term does not include current, illegal 
use of or addiction to a controlled substance (as 
defined in section 802 of title 21). 

(i) ‘‘Aggrieved person’’ includes any person 
who— 

(1) claims to have been injured by a discrimi-
natory housing practice; or 
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