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1 See References in Text notes below. 

lent degree, a graduate degree in health ad-
ministration or an equivalent degree, a doc-
toral degree in clinical psychology or an 
equivalent degree, or a degree in social work 
or an equivalent degree or a degree in coun-
seling or an equivalent degree. 

(6) The term ‘‘medically underserved com-
munity’’ means an urban or rural area or pop-
ulation that— 

(A) is eligible for designation under sec-
tion 254e of this title as a health professional 
shortage area; 

(B) is eligible to be served by a migrant 
health center under section 254b 1 of this 
title, a community health center under sec-
tion 254c 1 of this title, a grantee under sec-
tion 254b(h) of this title (relating to home-
less individuals), or a grantee under section 
256a 1 of this title (relating to residents of 
public housing); 

(C) has a shortage of personal health serv-
ices, as determined under criteria issued by 
the Secretary under section 1395x(aa)(2) of 
this title (relating to rural health clinics); 
or 

(D) is designated by a State Governor (in 
consultation with the medical community) 
as a shortage area or medically underserved 
community. 

(7) The term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-
partment of Health and Human Services. 

(8) The term ‘‘nonprofit’’ refers to the status 
of an entity owned and operated by one or 
more corporations or associations no part of 
the net earnings of which inures, or may law-
fully inure, to the benefit of any private share-
holder or individual. 

(9) The term ‘‘State’’ includes, in addition to 
the several States, only the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, and the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands. 

(10)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the 
term ‘‘underrepresented minorities’’ means, 
with respect to a health profession, racial and 
ethnic populations that are underrepresented 
in the health profession relative to the num-
ber of individuals who are members of the pop-
ulation involved. 

(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), Asian 
individuals shall be considered by the various 
subpopulations of such individuals. 

(11) The term ‘‘psychologist’’ means an indi-
vidual who— 

(A) holds a doctoral degree in psychology; 
and 

(B) is licensed or certified on the basis of 
the doctoral degree in psychology, by the 
State in which the individual practices, at 
the independent practice level of psychology 
to furnish diagnostic, assessment, preven-
tive, and therapeutic services directly to in-
dividuals. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VII, § 799B, formerly 
§ 799, as added Pub. L. 102–408, title I, § 102, Oct. 
13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2066; renumbered § 799B and 

amended Pub. L. 105–392, title I, §§ 106(a)(2)(E), 
108, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3557, 3560; Pub. L. 
107–251, title VI, § 601(a), Oct. 26, 2002, 116 Stat. 
1664.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The reference to section 254b of this title the first 
place appearing and the reference to section 254c of this 
title, referred to in par. (6)(B), were in the original ref-
erences to sections 329 and 330, meaning sections 329 
and 330 of act July 1, 1944, which were omitted in the 
general amendment of subpart I (§ 254b et seq.) of part 
D of subchapter II of this chapter by Pub. L. 104–299, § 2, 
Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3626. Sections 2 and 3(a) of Pub. 
L. 104–299 enacted new sections 330 and 330A of act July 
1, 1944, which are classified, respectively, to sections 
254b and 254c of this title. 

Section 256a of this title, referred to in par. (6)(B), 
was repealed by Pub. L. 104–299, § 4(a)(3), Oct. 11, 1996, 
110 Stat. 3645. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Par. (6)(B). Pub. L. 107–251 substituted ‘‘254b(h)’’ 
for ‘‘256’’. 

1998—Par. (1)(C). Pub. L. 105–392, § 108(b)(1)(A), in-
serted ‘‘and ‘graduate program in professional counsel-
ing’ ’’ before ‘‘mean an’’ and ‘‘and a concentration lead-
ing to a graduate degree in counseling’’ before period at 
end. 

Par. (1)(D). Pub. L. 105–392, § 108(a), (b)(1)(B), inserted 
‘‘behavioral health and’’ before ‘‘mental’’, ‘‘behavioral 
health and mental health practice,’’ before ‘‘clinical’’, 
and ‘‘professional counseling,’’ after ‘‘social work,’’. 

Par. (1)(E). Pub. L. 105–392, § 108(b)(1)(C), inserted 
‘‘professional counseling,’’ after ‘‘social work,’’. 

Par. (3). Pub. L. 105–392, § 108(d), amended par. (3) gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, par. (3) read as follows: 
‘‘The term ‘program for the training of physician as-
sistants’ means an educational program that— 

‘‘(A) has as its objective the education of individ-
uals who will, upon completion of their studies in the 
program, be qualified to provide primary health care 
under the supervision of a physician; and 

‘‘(B) meets regulations prescribed by the Secretary 
in accordance with section 293n(b) of this title.’’ 
Par. (5)(C). Pub. L. 105–392, § 108(b)(2), inserted ‘‘or a 

degree in counseling or an equivalent degree’’ before 
period at end. 

Par. (6)(D). Pub. L. 105–392, § 108(c), added subpar. (D). 
Par. (11). Pub. L. 105–392, § 108(e), added par. (11). 

REFERENCE TO COMMUNITY, MIGRANT, PUBLIC HOUSING, 
OR HOMELESS HEALTH CENTER CONSIDERED REF-
ERENCE TO HEALTH CENTER 

Reference to community health center, migrant 
health center, public housing health center, or home-
less health center considered reference to health cen-
ter, see section 4(c) of Pub. L. 104–299, set out as a note 
under section 254b of this title. 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—NURSING WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3562, added subchapter VI heading and struck out 
former subchapter VI heading ‘‘NURSE EDUCATION’’. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–92, § 9(b)(3), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 400, 
substituted ‘‘NURSE EDUCATION’’ for ‘‘NURSE 
TRAINING’’ in subchapter VI heading. 
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PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3563, added part A heading and struck out former 
part A heading ‘‘Special Projects’’. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–92, § 9(b)(1), (2), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 
400, substituted ‘‘Special Projects’’ for ‘‘Assistance for 
Expansion and Improvement of Nurse Training’’ as part 
A heading, and struck out headings for subparts I, II, 
III, and IV of part A which read as follows: ‘‘Subpart I— 
Construction Assistance’’, ‘‘Subpart II—Capitation 
Grants’’, ‘‘Subpart III—Financial Distress Grants’’, and 
‘‘Subpart IV—Special Projects’’. 

§ 296. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter: 

(1) Eligible entities 

The term ‘‘eligible entities’’ means schools 
of nursing, nursing centers, academic health 
centers, State or local governments, and other 
public or private nonprofit entities determined 
appropriate by the Secretary that submit to 
the Secretary an application in accordance 
with section 296a of this title. 

(2) School of nursing 

The term ‘‘school of nursing’’ means a colle-
giate, associate degree, or diploma school of 
nursing in a State. 

(3) Collegiate school of nursing 

The term ‘‘collegiate school of nursing’’ 
means a department, division, or other admin-
istrative unit in a college or university which 
provides primarily or exclusively a program of 
education in professional nursing and related 
subjects leading to the degree of bachelor of 
arts, bachelor of science, bachelor of nursing, 
or to an equivalent degree, or to a graduate 
degree in nursing, or to an equivalent degree, 
and including advanced training related to 
such program of education provided by such 
school, but only if such program, or such unit, 
college or university is accredited. 

(4) Associate degree school of nursing 

The term ‘‘associate degree school of nurs-
ing’’ means a department, division, or other 
administrative unit in a junior college, com-
munity college, college, or university which 
provides primarily or exclusively a two-year 
program of education in professional nursing 
and allied subjects leading to an associate de-
gree in nursing or to an equivalent degree, but 
only if such program, or such unit, college, or 
university is accredited. 

(5) Diploma school of nursing 

The term ‘‘diploma school of nursing’’ 
means a school affiliated with a hospital or 
university, or an independent school, which 
provides primarily or exclusively a program of 
education in professional nursing and allied 
subjects leading to a diploma or to equivalent 
indicia that such program has been satisfac-
torily completed, but only if such program, or 
such affiliated school or such hospital or uni-
versity or such independent school is accred-
ited. 

(6) Accredited 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
the term ‘‘accredited’’ when applied to any 

program of nurse education means a pro-
gram accredited by a recognized body or 
bodies, or by a State agency, approved for 
such purpose by the Secretary of Education 
and when applied to a hospital, school, col-
lege, or university (or a unit thereof) means 
a hospital, school, college, or university (or 
a unit thereof) which is accredited by a rec-
ognized body or bodies, or by a State agency, 
approved for such purpose by the Secretary 
of Education. For the purpose of this para-
graph, the Secretary of Education shall pub-
lish a list of recognized accrediting bodies, 
and of State agencies, which the Secretary 
of Education determines to be reliable au-
thority as to the quality of education of-
fered. 

(B) New programs 

A new program of nursing that, by reason 
of an insufficient period of operation, is not, 
at the time of the submission of an applica-
tion for a grant or contract under this sub-
chapter, eligible for accreditation by such a 
recognized body or bodies or State agency, 
shall be deemed accredited for purposes of 
this subchapter if the Secretary of Edu-
cation finds, after consultation with the ap-
propriate accreditation body or bodies, that 
there is reasonable assurance that the pro-
gram will meet the accreditation standards 
of such body or bodies prior to the beginning 
of the academic year following the normal 
graduation date of students of the first en-
tering class in such a program. 

(7) Nonprofit 

The term ‘‘nonprofit’’ as applied to any 
school, agency, organization, or institution 
means one which is a corporation or associa-
tion, or is owned and operated by one or more 
corporations or associations, no part of the 
net earnings of which inures, or may lawfully 
inure, to the benefit of any private share-
holder or individual. 

(8) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ means a State, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Virgin Islands, or the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands. 

(9) Ambulatory surgical center 

The term ‘‘ambulatory surgical center’’ has 
the meaning applicable to such term under 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act [42 
U.S.C. 1395 et seq.]. 

(10) Federally qualified health center 

The term ‘‘Federally qualified health cen-
ter’’ has the meaning given such term under 
section 1861(aa)(4) of the Social Security Act 
[42 U.S.C. 1395x(aa)(4)]. 

(11) Health care facility 

The term ‘‘health care facility’’ means an 
Indian Health Service health center, a Native 
Hawaiian health center, a hospital, a Feder-
ally qualified health center, a rural health 
clinic, a nursing home, a home health agency, 
a hospice program, a public health clinic, a 
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State or local department of public health, a 
skilled nursing facility, an ambulatory sur-
gical center, or any other facility designated 
by the Secretary. 

(12) Home health agency 

The term ‘‘home health agency’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 1861(o) of 
the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1395x(o)]. 

(13) Hospice program 

The term ‘‘hospice program’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 1861(dd)(2) of 
the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1395x(dd)(2)]. 

(14) Rural health clinic 

The term ‘‘rural health clinic’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 1861(aa)(2) 
of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 
1395x(aa)(2)]. 

(15) Skilled nursing facility 

The term ‘‘skilled nursing facility’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 1819(a) of 
the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1395i–3(a)]. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 801, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3562; amended Pub. L. 107–205, title I, § 101, 
Aug. 1, 2002, 116 Stat. 811.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Social Security Act, referred to in par. (9), is act 
Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended. Title 
XVIII of the Act is classified generally to subchapter 
XVIII (§ 1395 et seq.) of chapter 7 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section 
1305 of this title and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 801 as added Sept. 4, 1964, Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, 78 Stat. 
908; amended Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 8(a), 80 Stat. 
1236; Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title II, § 201(a), 82 
Stat. 780; Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, § 2(a), 85 Stat. 465; 
July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 902(a), 910(a)(1), 
89 Stat. 354, 355; Sept. 29, 1979, Pub. L. 96–76, title I, 
§ 102, 93 Stat. 579, authorized appropriations for con-
struction grants, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–92, 
§§ 9(a)(1), 10(a), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 400, 402, effective 
Oct. 1, 1985. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pars. (9) to (15). Pub. L. 107–205 added pars. (9) 
to (15). 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 124, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3574, provided that: ‘‘In the case of any authority for 
making awards of grants or contracts that is termi-
nated by the amendment made by section 123 [enacting 
sections 296, 296a to 296f, 296j, 296m, 296p, 297q, and 297t 
of this title, transferring section 298b–2 of this title to 
section 296g of this title, and repealing sections 296k to 
296m, 296r, 297, 297–1, 297c, 298, 298a, 298b, 298b–1, 298b–3 
to 298b–5, and 298b–7 of this title], the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services may, notwithstanding the 
termination of the authority, continue in effect any 
grant or contract made under the authority that is in 
effect on the day before the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Nov. 13, 1998], subject to the duration of any 
such grant or contract not exceeding the period deter-
mined by the Secretary in first approving such finan-
cial assistance, or in approving the most recent request 
made (before the date of such enactment) for continu-
ation of such assistance, as the case may be.’’ 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 

REPORTS BY GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

Pub. L. 107–205, title II, § 204, Aug. 1, 2002, 116 Stat. 
818, provided that: 

‘‘(a) NATIONAL VARIATIONS.—Not later than 4 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 1, 
2002], the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall conduct a survey to determine national variations 
in the nursing shortage at hospitals, nursing homes, 
and other health care providers, and submit a report, 
including recommendations, to the Congress on Federal 
remedies to ease nursing shortages. The Comptroller 
General shall submit to the Congress this report de-
scribing the findings relating to ownership status and 
associated remedies. 

‘‘(b) HIRING DIFFERENCES AMONG CERTAIN PRIVATE EN-
TITIES.—The Comptroller General of the United States 
shall conduct a study to determine differences in the 
hiring of nurses by nonprofit private entities as com-
pared to the hiring of nurses by private entities that 
are not nonprofit. In carrying out the study, the Comp-
troller General shall determine the effect of the inclu-
sion of private entities that are not nonprofit in the 
program under section 846 of the Public Health Service 
Act [section 297n of this title]. Not later than 4 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 1, 
2002], the Comptroller General shall submit to the Con-
gress a report describing the findings of the study. 

‘‘(c) NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS.—The Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall conduct an evaluation of 
whether the program carried out under section 846(d) of 
the Public Health Service Act [section 297n(d) of this 
title] has demonstrably increased the number of appli-
cants to schools of nursing and, not later than 4 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 1, 
2002], submit a report to the Congress on the results of 
such evaluation.’’ 

PURPOSE 

Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 122, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3562, provided that: ‘‘It is the purpose of this subtitle 
[subtitle B (§§ 121–124) of title I of Pub. L. 105–392, see 
Short Title of 1998 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 201 of this title] to restructure the nurse education 
authorities of title VIII of the Public Health Service 
Act [this subchapter] to permit a comprehensive, flexi-
ble, and effective approach to Federal support for nurs-
ing workforce development.’’ 

INFORMATION RESPECTING SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF AND REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSES; DETERMINATION 
PROCEDURES; SURVEYS AND COLLECTION OF DATES; 
ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS ON DETERMINATIONS, 
ETC.; REVIEW BY OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDG-
ET OF REPORT PRIOR TO SUBMISSION 

Section 951 of Pub. L. 94–63, as amended by Pub. L. 
95–623, § 12(h), Nov. 9, 1978, 92 Stat. 3457, provided that: 

‘‘(a)(1) Using procedures developed in accordance with 
paragraph (3), the Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare [now Health and Human Services] (hereinafter 
in this section referred to as the ‘Secretary’) shall de-
termine on a continuing basis— 

‘‘(A) the supply (both current and projected and 
within the United States and within each State) of 
registered nurses, licensed practical and vocational 
nurses, nurse’s aides, registered nurses with advanced 
training or graduate degrees, and nurse practitioners; 

‘‘(B) the distribution within the United States and 
within each State, of such nurses so as to determine 
(i) those areas of the United States which are over-
supplied or undersupplied, or which have an adequate 
supply of such nurses in relation to the population of 
the area, and (ii) the demand for the services which 
such nurses provide; and 
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‘‘(C) the current and future requirements for such 
nurses, nationally and within each State. 
‘‘(2) The Secretary shall survey and gather data, on a 

continuing basis, on— 
‘‘(A) the number and distribution of nurses, by type 

of employment and location of practice; 
‘‘(B) the number of nurses who are practicing full 

time and those who are employed part time, within 
the United States and within each State; 

‘‘(C) the average rates of compensation for nurses, 
by type of practice and location of practice; 

‘‘(D) the activity status of the total number of reg-
istered nurses within the United States and within 
each State; 

‘‘(E) the number of nurses with advanced training 
or graduate degrees in nursing, by specialty, includ-
ing nurse practitioners, nurse clinicians, nurse re-
searchers, nurse educators, and nurse supervisors and 
administrators; and 

‘‘(F) the number of registered nurses entering the 
United States annually from other nations, by coun-
try of nurse training and by immigrant status. 
‘‘(3) Within six months of the date of the enactment 

of this Act [July 29, 1975], the Secretary shall develop 
procedures for determining (on both a current and pro-
jected basis) the supply and distribution of and require-
ments for nurses within the United States and within 
each State. 

‘‘(b) Not later than October 1, 1979, and October 1 of 
each odd-numbered year thereafter, the Secretary shall 
report to the Congress— 

‘‘(1) his determinations under subsection (a)(1) and 
the data gathered under subsection (a)(2); 

‘‘(2) an analysis of such determination and data; 
and 

‘‘(3) recommendations for such legislation as the 
Secretary determines, based on such determinations 
and data, will achieve (A) an equitable distribution of 
nurses within the United States and within each 
State, and (B) adequate supplies of nurses within the 
United States and within each State. 
‘‘(c) The Office of Management and Budget may re-

view the Secretary’s report under subsection (b) before 
its submission to the Congress, but the Office may not 
revise the report or delay its submission, and it may 
submit to the Congress its comments (and those of 
other departments or agencies of the Government) re-
specting such report.’’ 

§ 296a. Application 

(a) In general 

To be eligible to receive a grant or contract 
under this subchapter, an eligible entity shall 
prepare and submit to the Secretary an applica-
tion that meets the requirements of this sec-
tion, at such time, in such manner, and contain-
ing such information as the Secretary may re-
quire. 

(b) Plan 

An application submitted under this section 
shall contain the plan of the applicant for carry-
ing out a project with amounts received under 
this subchapter. Such plan shall be consistent 
with relevant Federal, State, or regional pro-
gram plans. 

(c) Performance outcome standards 

An application submitted under this section 
shall contain a specification by the applicant 
entity of performance outcome standards that 
the project to be funded under the grant or con-
tract will be measured against. Such standards 
shall address relevant national nursing needs 
that the project will meet. The recipient of a 
grant or contract under this section shall meet 

the standards set forth in the grant or contract 
application. 

(d) Linkages 

An application submitted under this section 
shall contain a description of the linkages with 
relevant educational and health care entities, 
including training programs for other health 
professionals as appropriate, that the project to 
be funded under the grant or contract will estab-
lish. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 802, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3564.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296a, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 802, as added Sept. 4, 1964, Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, 78 
Stat. 909; amended Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title II, 
§ 201(b), 82 Stat. 780; Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, 
§§ 2(d)(3), (e), (f), 13, 85 Stat. 468, 480; July 29, 1975, Pub. 
L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 910(a)(2), 941(a), 89 Stat. 355, 363, re-
lated to time of submission, determinations, etc., re-
specting applications for construction grants, prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 99–92, §§ 9(a)(1), 10(a), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 
Stat. 400, 402, effective Oct. 1, 1985. 

§ 296b. Use of funds 

(a) In general 

Amounts provided under a grant or contract 
awarded under this subchapter may be used for 
training program development and support, fac-
ulty development, model demonstrations, train-
ee support including tuition, books, program 
fees and reasonable living expenses during the 
period of training, technical assistance, work-
force analysis, and dissemination of informa-
tion, as appropriate to meet recognized nursing 
objectives, in accordance with this subchapter. 

(b) Maintenance of effort 

With respect to activities for which a grant 
awarded under this subchapter is to be ex-
pended, the entity shall agree to maintain ex-
penditures of non-Federal amounts for such ac-
tivities at a level that is not less than the level 
of such expenditures maintained by the entity 
for the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year for 
which the entity receives such a grant. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 803, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3564.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296b, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 803, as added Sept. 4, 1964, Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, 78 
Stat. 911; amended Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title II, 
§ 202, 82 Stat. 780; Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, §§ 2(b), 13, 
85 Stat. 465, 480; July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, 
§ 941(b), 89 Stat. 364, set forth provisions relating to 
amount of construction grant, prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 99–92, §§ 9(a)(1), 10(a), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 400, 402, 
effective Oct. 1, 1985. 

§ 296c. Matching requirement 

The Secretary may require that an entity that 
applies for a grant or contract under this sub-
chapter provide non-Federal matching funds, as 
appropriate, to ensure the institutional commit-
ment of the entity to the projects funded under 
the grant. Such non-Federal matching funds 
may be provided directly or through donations 
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from public or private entities and may be in 
cash or in-kind, fairly evaluated, including 
plant, equipment, or services. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 804, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3565.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296c, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 804, as added Sept. 4, 1964, Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, 78 
Stat. 911; amended Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, 
§§ 2(d)(3), 13, 85 Stat. 468, 480; July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, 
title IX, § 941(c), 89 Stat. 364, which related to recovery 
of payments of funds by United States for construction 
of facilities, was renumbered section 858 of act July 1, 
1944, by Pub. L. 99–92 and transferred to section 298b–5 
of this title. 

§ 296d. Preference 

In awarding grants or contracts under this 
subchapter, the Secretary shall give preference 
to applicants with projects that will substan-
tially benefit rural or underserved populations, 
or help meet public health nursing needs in 
State or local health departments. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 805, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3565.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296d, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 805, formerly § 809, as added Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 
92–158, § 2(c), 85 Stat. 465; renumbered § 805 and amended 
July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 902(d), 
910(b)(1)(A), (B)(i), (2), (c), 911(b), 941(d), 89 Stat. 355, 356, 
364; Sept. 29, 1979, Pub. L. 96–76, title I, § 103, 93 Stat. 
579, related to applications, amounts, etc., for loan 
guarantees and interest subsidies for construction of 
training facilities by nonprofit nursing schools, prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 99–92, §§ 9(a)(1), 10(a), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 
Stat. 400, 402, effective Oct. 1, 1985. 

Another prior section 296d, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, 
title VIII, § 805, as added Sept. 4, 1964, Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, 
78 Stat. 912; amended Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title 
II, §§ 211, 215, 82 Stat. 780, 783; Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 
92–158, § 3(b), 85 Stat. 469, relating to special project 
grants and contracts for nurse training programs, was 
repealed by Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 922, July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 359, eff. July 1, 1975. 

§ 296e. Generally applicable provisions 

(a) Awarding of grants and contracts 

The Secretary shall ensure that grants and 
contracts under this subchapter are awarded on 
a competitive basis, as appropriate, to carry out 
innovative demonstration projects or provide for 
strategic workforce supplementation activities 
as needed to meet national nursing service goals 
and in accordance with this subchapter. Con-
tracts may be entered into under this sub-
chapter with public or private entities as deter-
mined necessary by the Secretary. 

(b) Information requirements 

(1) In general 

Recipients of grants and contracts under 
this subchapter shall meet information re-
quirements as specified by the Secretary. 

(2) Evaluations 

The Secretary shall establish procedures to 
ensure the annual evaluation of programs and 
projects operated by recipients of grants under 

this subchapter. Such procedures shall ensure 
that continued funding for such programs and 
projects will be conditioned upon a demonstra-
tion that satisfactory progress has been made 
by the program or project in meeting the ob-
jectives of the program or project. 

(c) Training programs 

Training programs conducted with amounts 
received under this subchapter shall meet appli-
cable accreditation and quality standards. 

(d) Duration of assistance 

(1) In general 

Subject to paragraph (2), in the case of an 
award to an entity of a grant, cooperative 
agreement, or contract under this subchapter, 
the period during which payments are made to 
the entity under the award may not exceed 5 
years. The provision of payments under the 
award shall be subject to annual approval by 
the Secretary of the payments and subject to 
the availability of appropriations for the fiscal 
year involved to make the payments. This 
paragraph may not be construed as limiting 
the number of awards under the program in-
volved that may be made to the entity. 

(2) Limitation 

In the case of an award to an entity of a 
grant, cooperative agreement, or contract 
under this subchapter, paragraph (1) shall 
apply only to the extent not inconsistent with 
any other provision of this subchapter that re-
lates to the period during which payments 
may be made under the award. 

(e) Peer review regarding certain programs 

(1) In general 

Each application for a grant under this sub-
chapter, except advanced nurse traineeship 
grants under section 296j(a)(2) of this title, 
shall be submitted to a peer review group for 
an evaluation of the merits of the proposals 
made in the application. The Secretary may 
not approve such an application unless a peer 
review group has recommended the applica-
tion for approval. 

(2) Composition 

Each peer review group under this sub-
section shall be composed principally of indi-
viduals who are not officers or employees of 
the Federal Government. In providing for the 
establishment of peer review groups and proce-
dures, the Secretary shall, except as otherwise 
provided, ensure sex, racial, ethnic, and geo-
graphic representation among the membership 
of such groups. 

(3) Administration 

This subsection shall be carried out by the 
Secretary acting through the Administrator of 
the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration. 

(f) Analytic activities 

The Secretary shall ensure that— 
(1) cross-cutting workforce analytical activi-

ties are carried out as part of the workforce 
information and analysis activities under this 
subchapter; and 

(2) discipline-specific workforce information 
is developed and analytical activities are car-
ried out as part of— 
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(A) the advanced education nursing activi-
ties under part B of this subchapter; 

(B) the workforce diversity activities 
under part C of this subchapter; and 

(C) basic nursing education and practice 
activities under part D of this subchapter. 

(g) State and regional priorities 

Activities under grants or contracts under this 
subchapter shall, to the extent practicable, be 
consistent with related Federal, State, or re-
gional nursing professions program plans and 
priorities. 

(h) Filing of applications 

(1) In general 

Applications for grants or contracts under 
this subchapter may be submitted by health 
professions schools, schools of nursing, aca-
demic health centers, State or local govern-
ments, or other appropriate public or private 
nonprofit entities as determined appropriate 
by the Secretary in accordance with this sub-
chapter. 

(2) For-profit entities 

Notwithstanding paragraph (1), a for-profit 
entity may be eligible for a grant or contract 
under this subchapter as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 806, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3565.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296e, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 810, formerly § 806, as added Sept. 4, 1964, Pub. L. 
88–581, § 2, 78 Stat. 912; amended Dec. 5, 1967, Pub. L. 
90–174, § 12(a), 81 Stat. 541; Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, 
title II, § 211, 82 Stat. 781; Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, 
§ 4(a), 85 Stat. 470; renumbered § 810 and amended July 
29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 902(b), 915(a)–(c), 916(a), 
(b), 941(e), 89 Stat. 354, 356, 358, 365; Aug. 1, 1977, Pub. L. 
95–83, title III, § 307(o)(1)–(4), 91 Stat. 393; Sept. 29, 1979, 
Pub. L. 96–76, title I, § 104, 93 Stat. 579, set forth provi-
sions relating to computation, requirements, etc., re-
specting grants for institutional support, prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 99–92, §§ 9(a)(1), 10(a), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 
Stat. 400, 402, effective Oct. 1, 1985. 

§ 296e–1. Grants for health professions education 

(a) Grants for health professions education in 
health disparities and cultural competency 

The Secretary, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration, may make awards of grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements to eligible en-
tities for the purpose of carrying out research 
and demonstration projects (including research 
and demonstration projects for continuing 
health professions education) for training and 
education for the reduction of disparities in 
health care outcomes and the provision of cul-
turally competent health care. Grants under 
this section shall be the same as provided in sec-
tion 293e of this title. 

(b) Authorization of appropriations 

There are to be appropriated to carry out sub-
section (a) of this section such sums as may be 
necessary for each of the fiscal years 2001 
through 2004. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 807, as added 
Pub. L. 106–525, title IV, § 401(b)(2), Nov. 22, 2000, 
114 Stat. 2508.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 807 of act July 1, 1944, was renumbered 
section 808 by Pub. L. 106–525 and is classified to section 
296f of this title. 

Another prior section 807 of act July 1, 1944, was re-
numbered section 811 and classified to section 296f of 
this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–92, § 9(a)(1), Aug. 
16, 1985, 99 Stat. 400. 

§ 296f. Technical assistance 

Funds appropriated under this subchapter may 
be used by the Secretary to provide technical as-
sistance in relation to any of the authorities 
under this subchapter. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 808, formerly 
§ 807, as added Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), 
Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3566; renumbered § 808, 
Pub. L. 106–525, title IV, § 401(b)(1), Nov. 22, 2000, 
114 Stat. 2508.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296f, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 811, formerly § 807, as added Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 
90–490, title II, § 212, 82 Stat. 782; amended Nov. 18, 1971, 
Pub. L. 92–158, § 4(c), 85 Stat. 475; renumbered § 811 and 
amended July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 941(f), 89 
Stat. 365, related to filing dates, etc., for applications 
for grants, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–92, §§ 9(a)(1), 
10(a), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 400, 402, effective Oct. 1, 
1985. 

A prior section 808 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 296g of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
94–63, title IX, § 922, July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 359. 

§ 296g. Prohibition against discrimination by 
schools on basis of sex 

The Secretary may not make a grant, loan 
guarantee, or interest subsidy payment under 
this subchapter to, or for the benefit of, any 
school of nursing unless the application for the 
grant, loan guarantee, or interest subsidy pay-
ment contains assurances satisfactory to the 
Secretary that the school will not discriminate 
on the basis of sex in the admission of individ-
uals to its training programs. The Secretary 
may not enter into a contract under this sub-
chapter with any school unless the school fur-
nishes assurances satisfactory to the Secretary 
that it will not discriminate on the basis of sex 
in the admission of individuals to its training 
programs. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 810, formerly 
§ 845, as added Pub. L. 92–158, § 11, Nov. 18, 1971, 
85 Stat. 479; renumbered § 855, Pub. L. 94–63, title 
IX, § 941(k)(1), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 366; renum-
bered § 810, Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(6), Nov. 
13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3574.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 298b–2 of 
this title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 105–392. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–392, which directed the re-
numbering of section 855 of act July 1, 1944, as section 
810 of that act, and the transfer of that section so as to 
appear after section 809 of that act, was executed by 
transferring the renumbered section so as to appear 
after section 807 of act July 1, 1944, to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress. No section 809 was enacted. 
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PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296g, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 808, as added Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title II 
§ 212, 82 Stat. 783; amended Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, 
§ 3(a), 85 Stat. 469; July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, 
§ 902(c), 89 Stat. 354, authorized appropriations for spe-
cial project grants and contracts and financial distress 
grants from the fiscal year ending June 30, 1972 through 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1975, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 905, 922, July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 
355, 359, effective July 1, 1975. 

A prior section 296h, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 809, as added Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, § 2(c), 
85 Stat. 465, which related to loan guarantees and inter-
est subsidies for construction of training facilities by 
nonprofit nursing schools, was renumbered section 805 
of act July 1, 1944, by Pub. L. 94–63 and transferred to 
section 296d of this title. 

A prior section 296i, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 810, as added Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, § 4(b), 
85 Stat. 474; amended July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title 
IX, § 902(e), 89 Stat. 355, authorized grants for start-up 
programs for new nurse training programs, and set out 
prerequisites, etc., prior to repeal by Pub. L. 94–63, title 
IX, §§ 905, 931(b), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 355, 362, effective 
July 1, 1975. 

PART B—NURSE PRACTITIONERS, NURSE MID-
WIVES, NURSE ANESTHETISTS, AND OTHER AD-
VANCED EDUCATION NURSES 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior part B related to assistance to nursing stu-
dents and consisted of sections 297 to 297n, prior to the 
general amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 
105–392. 

§ 296j. Advanced education nursing grants 

(a) In general 

The Secretary may award grants to and enter 
into contracts with eligible entities to meet the 
costs of— 

(1) projects that support the enhancement of 
advanced nursing education and practice; and 

(2) traineeships for individuals in advanced 
nursing education programs. 

(b) Definition of advanced education nurses 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘ad-
vanced education nurses’’ means individuals 
trained in advanced degree programs including 
individuals in combined R.N./Master’s degree 
programs, post-nursing master’s certificate pro-
grams, or, in the case of nurse midwives, in cer-
tificate programs in existence on the date that 
is one day prior to November 13, 1998, to serve as 
nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, 
nurse midwives, nurse anesthetists, nurse edu-
cators, nurse administrators, or public health 
nurses, or in other nurse specialties determined 
by the Secretary to require advanced education. 

(c) Authorized nurse practitioner and nurse mid-
wifery programs 

Nurse practitioner and nurse midwifery pro-
grams eligible for support under this section are 
educational programs for registered nurses (irre-
spective of the type of school of nursing in 
which the nurses received their training) that— 

(1) meet guidelines prescribed by the Sec-
retary; and 

(2) have as their objective the education of 
nurses who will upon completion of their stud-
ies in such programs, be qualified to effec-

tively provide primary health care, including 
primary health care in homes and in ambula-
tory care facilities, long-term care facilities, 
acute care, and other health care settings. 

(d) Authorized nurse anesthesia programs 

Nurse anesthesia programs eligible for support 
under this section are education programs 
that— 

(1) provide registered nurses with full-time 
anesthetist education; and 

(2) are accredited by the Council on Accredi-
tation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Pro-
grams. 

(e) Other authorized educational programs 

The Secretary shall prescribe guidelines as ap-
propriate for other advanced nurse education 
programs eligible for support under this section. 

(f) Traineeships 

(1) In general 

The Secretary may not award a grant to an 
applicant under subsection (a) of this section 
unless the applicant involved agrees that 
traineeships provided with the grant will only 
pay all or part of the costs of— 

(A) the tuition, books, and fees of the pro-
gram of advanced nurse education with re-
spect to which the traineeship is provided; 
and 

(B) the reasonable living expenses of the 
individual during the period for which the 
traineeship is provided. 

(2) Doctoral programs 

The Secretary may not obligate more than 
10 percent of the traineeships under subsection 
(a) of this section for individuals in doctorate 
degree programs. 

(3) Special consideration 

In making awards of grants and contracts 
under subsection (a)(2) of this section, the Sec-
retary shall give special consideration to an 
eligible entity that agrees to expend the award 
to train advanced education nurses who will 
practice in health professional shortage areas 
designated under section 254e of this title. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 811, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3566.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296j, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 815, as added July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, 
§ 921, 89 Stat. 358; amended Aug. 13, 1981, Pub. L. 97–35, 
title XXVII, § 2752, 95 Stat. 929, set forth provisions re-
lating to authorization, terms and conditions, etc., re-
specting grants for operational costs or meeting ac-
creditation requirements, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
99–92, §§ 9(a)(1), 10(a), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 400, 402, ef-
fective Oct. 1, 1985. 

Prior sections 296k and 296l were repealed by Pub. L. 
105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

Section 296k, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 820, 
as added Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 931(a), July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 359; amended Pub. L. 96–76, title I, § 105, Sept. 29, 
1979, 93 Stat. 579; Pub. L. 97–35, title XXVII, § 2753(a)(1), 
(b), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 929; Pub. L. 99–92, § 3, Aug. 16, 
1985, 99 Stat. 393; Pub. L. 99–129, title II, § 227(a), Oct. 22, 
1985, 99 Stat. 547; Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, §§ 701(a)(2), 
(b)–(i), 721(b)(1), Nov. 4, 1988, 102 Stat. 3153–3156, 3165; 
Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 202(a), Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 
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2069; Pub. L. 102–531, title III, § 313(a)(9), Oct. 27, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3507, authorized grants and contracts for special 
projects. 

Section 296l, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 821, 
as added Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 931(a), July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 361; amended Pub. L. 96–76, title I, § 106, Sept. 29, 
1979, 93 Stat. 579; Pub. L. 97–35, title XXVII, § 2754, Aug. 
13, 1981, 95 Stat. 930; Pub. L. 99–92, § 4, Aug. 16, 1985, 99 
Stat. 394; Pub. L. 99–129, title II, § 227(b), Oct. 22, 1985, 99 
Stat. 548; Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, § 702, Nov. 4, 1988, 102 
Stat. 3157; Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 203, Oct. 13, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2072, authorized grants and contracts for ad-
vanced nurse education. 

PART C—INCREASING NURSING WORKFORCE 
DIVERSITY 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior part C set forth general provisions and con-
sisted of sections 298 to 298b–7, prior to the general 
amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 105–392. 

§ 296m. Workforce diversity grants 

(a) In general 

The Secretary may award grants to and enter 
into contracts with eligible entities to meet the 
costs of special projects to increase nursing edu-
cation opportunities for individuals who are 
from disadvantaged backgrounds (including ra-
cial and ethnic minorities underrepresented 
among registered nurses) by providing student 
scholarships or stipends, pre-entry preparation, 
and retention activities. 

(b) Guidance 

In carrying out subsection (a) of this section, 
the Secretary shall take into consideration the 
recommendations of the First, Second and Third 
Invitational Congresses for Minority Nurse 
Leaders on ‘‘Caring for the Emerging Majority,’’ 
in 1992, 1993 and 1997, and consult with nursing 
associations including the American Nurses As-
sociation, the National League for Nursing, the 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 
the National Black Nurses Association, the Na-
tional Association of Hispanic Nurses, the Asso-
ciation of Asian American and Pacific Islander 
Nurses, the Native American Indian and Alas-
kan Nurses Association, and the National Coun-
cil of State Boards of Nursing. 

(c) Required information and conditions for 
award recipients 

(1) In general 

Recipients of awards under this section may 
be required, where requested, to report to the 
Secretary concerning the annual admission, 
retention, and graduation rates for individuals 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and ethnic 
and racial minorities in the school or schools 
involved in the projects. 

(2) Falling rates 

If any of the rates reported under paragraph 
(1) fall below the average of the two previous 
years, the grant or contract recipient shall 
provide the Secretary with plans for imme-
diately improving such rates. 

(3) Ineligibility 

A recipient described in paragraph (2) shall 
be ineligible for continued funding under this 
section if the plan of the recipient fails to im-

prove the rates within the 1-year period begin-
ning on the date such plan is implemented. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 821, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3568.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 296m, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 822, as added Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 931(a), July 
29, 1975, 89 Stat. 361; amended Pub. L. 95–83, title III, 
§ 307(o)(5)(A), Aug. 1, 1977, 91 Stat. 393; Pub. L. 96–76, 
title I, § 107, Sept. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 579; Pub. L. 97–35, 
title XXVII, § 2755, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 930; Pub. L. 
99–92, § 5, Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 394; Pub. L. 99–129, title 
II, § 227(c), Oct. 22, 1985, 99 Stat. 548; Pub. L. 100–607, 
title VII, § 703, Nov. 4, 1988, 102 Stat. 3157; Pub. L. 101–93, 
§ 5(q), Aug. 16, 1989, 103 Stat. 614; Pub. L. 101–597, title 
IV, § 401(b)[(a)], Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3035; Pub. L. 
102–408, title II, § 204, Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2072, author-
ized grants and contracts for nurse practitioner and 
nurse midwife programs, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

A prior section 821 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 296l of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
105–392. 

PART D—STRENGTHENING CAPACITY FOR BASIC 
NURSE EDUCATION AND PRACTICE 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior part D related to scholarship grants to 
schools of nursing and consisted of sections 298c to 
298c–8, prior to the general amendment of this sub-
chapter by Pub. L. 105–392. 

§ 296p. Nurse education, practice, and retention 
grants 

(a) Education priority areas 

The Secretary may award grants to or enter 
into contracts with eligible entities for— 

(1) expanding the enrollment in bacca-
laureate nursing programs; 

(2) developing and implementing internship 
and residency programs to encourage mentor-
ing and the development of specialties; or 

(3) providing education in new technologies, 
including distance learning methodologies. 

(b) Practice priority areas 

The Secretary may award grants to or enter 
into contracts with eligible entities for— 

(1) establishing or expanding nursing prac-
tice arrangements in noninstitutional settings 
to demonstrate methods to improve access to 
primary health care in medically underserved 
communities; 

(2) providing care for underserved popu-
lations and other high-risk groups such as the 
elderly, individuals with HIV/AIDS, substance 
abusers, the homeless, and victims of domestic 
violence; 

(3) providing managed care, quality improve-
ment, and other skills needed to practice in 
existing and emerging organized health care 
systems; or 

(4) developing cultural competencies among 
nurses. 

(c) Retention priority areas 

The Secretary may award grants to and enter 
into contracts with eligible entities to enhance 
the nursing workforce by initiating and main-
taining nurse retention programs pursuant to 
paragraph (1) or (2). 
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(1) Grants for career ladder programs 

The Secretary may award grants to and 
enter into contracts with eligible entities for 
programs— 

(A) to promote career advancement for 
nursing personnel in a variety of training 
settings, cross training or specialty training 
among diverse population groups, and the 
advancement of individuals including to be-
come professional nurses, advanced edu-
cation nurses, licensed practical nurses, cer-
tified nurse assistants, and home health 
aides; and 

(B) to assist individuals in obtaining edu-
cation and training required to enter the 
nursing profession and advance within such 
profession, such as by providing career coun-
seling and mentoring. 

(2) Enhancing patient care delivery systems 

(A) Grants 

The Secretary may award grants to eligi-
ble entities to improve the retention of 
nurses and enhance patient care that is di-
rectly related to nursing activities by en-
hancing collaboration and communication 
among nurses and other health care profes-
sionals, and by promoting nurse involve-
ment in the organizational and clinical deci-
sionmaking processes of a health care facil-
ity. 

(B) Preference 

In making awards of grants under this 
paragraph, the Secretary shall give a pref-
erence to applicants that have not pre-
viously received an award under this para-
graph. 

(C) Continuation of an award 

The Secretary shall make continuation of 
any award under this paragraph beyond the 
second year of such award contingent on the 
recipient of such award having demonstrated 
to the Secretary measurable and substantive 
improvement in nurse retention or patient 
care. 

(d) Other priority areas 

The Secretary may award grants to or enter 
into contracts with eligible entities to address 
other areas that are of high priority to nurse 
education, practice, and retention, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(e) Preference 

For purposes of any amount of funds appro-
priated to carry out this section for fiscal year 
2003, 2004, or 2005 that is in excess of the amount 
of funds appropriated to carry out this section 
for fiscal year 2002, the Secretary shall give pref-
erence to awarding grants or entering into con-
tracts under subsections (a)(2) and (c) of this 
section. 

(f) Report 

The Secretary shall submit to the Congress 
before the end of each fiscal year a report on the 
grants awarded and the contracts entered into 
under this section. Each such report shall iden-
tify the overall number of such grants and con-
tracts and provide an explanation of why each 

such grant or contract will meet the priority 
need of the nursing workforce. 

(g) Eligible entity 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘eligi-
ble entity’’ includes a school of nursing, a 
health care facility, or a partnership of such a 
school and facility. 

(h) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 831, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3568; amended Pub. L. 107–205, title II, § 201, 
Aug. 1, 2002, 116 Stat. 815.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 831 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 297–1 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
105–392. 

Prior sections 296r, 297, and 297–1 were repealed by 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3562. 

Section 296r, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 827, 
as added Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, § 701(a)(3), Nov. 4, 
1988, 102 Stat. 3153; amended Pub. L. 102–408, title II, 
§ 205, Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2073, authorized grants and 
contracts for special projects to increase nursing edu-
cation opportunities for individuals from disadvan-
taged backgrounds. 

Section 297, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 830, 
formerly § 821, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 
78 Stat. 913; amended Pub. L. 90–490, title II, § 221, Aug. 
16, 1968, 82 Stat. 783; Pub. L. 92–52, § 5, July 9, 1971, 85 
Stat. 145; Pub. L. 92–158, §§ 5, 13, Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 
475, 480; renumbered § 830 and amended Pub. L. 94–63, 
title IX, §§ 935, 941(g)(2), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 362, 365; 
Pub. L. 94–484, title IX, § 901, Oct. 12, 1976, 90 Stat. 2323; 
Pub. L. 95–83, title III, § 307(o)(5)(B), Aug. 1, 1977, 91 
Stat. 394; Pub. L. 96–76, title I, § 108, Sept. 29, 1979, 93 
Stat. 579; Pub. L. 97–35, title XXVII, § 2756, Aug. 13, 1981, 
95 Stat. 931; Pub. L. 99–92, § 6, Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 395; 
Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, § 711, Nov. 4, 1988, 102 Stat. 
3159; Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 206, Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 
2073; Pub. L. 103–43, title XX, § 2014(f), June 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 217, authorized grants for traineeships for ad-
vanced education of professional nurses. 

Section 297–1, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 831, 
as added Pub. L. 96–76, title I, § 111, Sept. 29, 1979, 93 
Stat. 580; amended Pub. L. 97–414, § 8(l), Jan. 4, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2061; Pub. L. 99–92, § 7, Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 396; 
Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, § 712, Nov. 4, 1988, 102 Stat. 
3160; Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 207, Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 
2074, authorized grants for training of nurse anes-
thetists. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–205 amended section catchline and 
text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may award grants 
to and enter into contracts with eligible entities for 
projects to strengthen capacity for basic nurse edu-
cation and practice. 

‘‘(b) PRIORITY AREAS.—In awarding grants or con-
tracts under this section the Secretary shall give prior-
ity to entities that will use amounts provided under 
such a grant or contract to enhance the educational 
mix and utilization of the basic nursing workforce by 
strengthening programs that provide basic nurse edu-
cation, such as through— 

‘‘(1) establishing or expanding nursing practice ar-
rangements in noninstitutional settings to dem-
onstrate methods to improve access to primary 
health care in medically underserved communities; 
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‘‘(2) providing care for underserved populations and 
other high-risk groups such as the elderly, individ-
uals with HIV-AIDS, substance abusers, the home-
less, and victims of domestic violence; 

‘‘(3) providing managed care, quality improvement, 
and other skills needed to practice in existing and 
emerging organized health care systems; 

‘‘(4) developing cultural competencies among 
nurses; 

‘‘(5) expanding the enrollment in baccalaureate 
nursing programs; 

‘‘(6) promoting career mobility for nursing person-
nel in a variety of training settings and cross train-
ing or specialty training among diverse population 
groups; 

‘‘(7) providing education in informatics, including 
distance learning methodologies; or 

‘‘(8) other priority areas as determined by the Sec-
retary.’’ 

PART E—STUDENT LOANS 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(2), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3562, redesignated subpart II of part B as part E. 

1975—Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 941(g)(3), July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 365, inserted subpart II heading. 

§ 297a. Student loan fund 

(a) Agreements to establish and operate fund au-
thorized 

The Secretary is authorized to enter into an 
agreement for the establishment and operation 
of a student loan fund in accordance with this 
part 1 with any public or nonprofit private 
school of nursing which is located in a State. 

(b) Provisions of agreements 

Each agreement entered into under this sec-
tion shall— 

(1) provide for establishment of a student 
loan fund by the school; 

(2) provide for deposit in the fund, except as 
provided in section 297h of this title, of (A) the 
Federal capital contributions paid from allot-
ments under section 297d of this title to the 
school by the Secretary, (B) an additional 
amount from other sources equal to not less 
than one-ninth of such Federal capital con-
tributions, (C) collections of principal and in-
terest on loans made from the fund, (D) collec-
tions pursuant to section 297b(f) of this title, 
and (E) any other earnings of the fund; 

(3) provide that the fund, except as provided 
in section 297h of this title, shall be used only 
for loans to students of the school in accord-
ance with the agreement and for costs of col-
lection of such loans and interest thereon; 

(4) provide that loans may be made from 
such fund only to students pursuing a fulltime 
or half-time course of study at the school lead-
ing to a baccalaureate or associate degree in 
nursing or an equivalent degree or a diploma 
in nursing, or to a graduate degree in nursing; 

(5) contain such other provisions as are nec-
essary to protect the financial interests of the 
United States. 

(c) Regulatory standards applicable to collection 
of loans 

(1) Any standard established by the Secretary 
by regulation for the collection by schools of 

nursing of loans made pursuant to loan agree-
ments under this part 1 shall provide that the 
failure of any such school to collect such loans 
shall be measured in accordance with this sub-
section. With respect to the student loan fund 
established pursuant to such agreements, this 
subsection may not be construed to require such 
schools to reimburse such loan fund for loans 
that became uncollectable prior to 1983. 

(2) The measurement of a school’s failure to 
collect loans made under this part 1 shall be the 
ratio (stated as a percentage) that the defaulted 
principal amount outstanding of such school 
bears to the matured loans of such school. 

(3) For purposes of this subsection— 
(A) the term ‘‘default’’ means the failure of 

a borrower of a loan made under this part 1 
to— 

(i) make an installment payment when 
due; or 

(ii) comply with any other term of the 
promissory note for such loan, 

except that a loan made under this part 1 shall 
not be considered to be in default if the loan 
is discharged in bankruptcy or if the school 
reasonably concludes from written contacts 
with the borrower that the borrower intends 
to repay the loan; 

(B) the term ‘‘defaulted principal amount 
outstanding’’ means the total amount bor-
rowed from the loan fund of a school that has 
reached the repayment stage (minus any prin-
cipal amount repaid or cancelled) on loans— 

(i) repayable monthly and in default for at 
least 120 days; and 

(ii) repayable less frequently than monthly 
and in default for at least 180 days; 

(C) the term ‘‘grace period’’ means the pe-
riod of nine months beginning on the date on 
which the borrower ceases to pursue a full- 
time or half-time course of study at a school 
of nursing; and 

(D) the term ‘‘matured loans’’ means the 
total principal amount of all loans made by a 
school of nursing under this part 1 minus the 
total principal amount of loans made by such 
school to students who are— 

(i) enrolled in a full-time or half-time 
course of study at such school; or 

(ii) in their grace period. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 835, formerly 
§ 822, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 78 
Stat. 913; amended Pub. L. 90–490, title II, 
§ 222(a), (c)(2), Aug. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 783, 784; Pub. 
L. 92–158, § 6(d)(3), (e), Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 478; 
Pub. L. 93–385, § 3(b), Aug. 23, 1974, 88 Stat. 741; 
renumbered § 835 and amended Pub. L. 94–63, 
title IX, §§ 936(a), 941(h)(1)–(3), (i)(1), (2), July 29, 
1975, 89 Stat. 362, 365, 366; Pub. L. 96–76, title I, 
§ 109(a), Sept. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 579; Pub. L. 97–35, 
title XXVII, § 2757(a), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 931; 
Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(a), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 397; 
Pub. L. 99–129, title II, § 209(j)(2), Oct. 22, 1985, 99 
Stat. 536; Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, § 713(a), Nov. 
4, 1988, 102 Stat. 3160.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This part, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (c), was in 
the original ‘‘this subpart’’ and was translated to re-
flect the probable intent of Congress and the redesigna-
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tion of subpart II of part B of this subchapter as part 
E of this subchapter by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(2), 
Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 100–607 inserted provi-
sions relating to reimbursement of student loan fund 
for certain uncollectable loans. 

1985—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–92 added subsec. (c). 
Subsec. (c)(3)(C). Pub. L. 99–129, § 209(j)(2)(A), sub-

stituted provisions defining ‘‘grace period’’ as the pe-
riod of nine months beginning on the date on which the 
borrower ceases to pursue a full-time or half-time 
course of study at a school of nursing for former provi-
sions defining ‘‘grace period’’ as the period of one year 
beginning on (i) the date on which the borrower ceased 
to pursue a full-time or half-time course of study at a 
school of nursing; or (ii) the date on which ended any 
period described in clause (A) or (B) of section 297b(b)(2) 
of this title which was applicable to such borrower, 
whichever was later. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(D)(ii). Pub. L. 99–129, § 209(j)(2)(B), 
struck out ‘‘first’’ before ‘‘grace period.’’ 

1981—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 97–35 struck out provi-
sions respecting prohibition on loans to students at-
tending school before Oct. 1, 1980. 

1979—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 96–76 substituted ‘‘1980’’ 
for ‘‘1978’’. 

1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(1), (2), sub-
stituted ‘‘subpart’’ for ‘‘part’’ and struck out ‘‘of 
Health, Education, and Welfare’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–63, §§ 936(a), 941(h)(3), (i)(2), in 
cl. (2) substituted ‘‘from allotments under section 297d 
of this title’’ for ‘‘under this part’’, in cl. (4) substituted 
‘‘October 1, 1978’’ for ‘‘July 1, 1975’’, and in cls. (2) and 
(3) substituted references to sections 836 and 841 of the 
Act for references to sections 823 and 829, which had 
previously been translated as sections 297b and 297h of 
this title, respectively, requiring no further trans-
lations in the text as a result of the renumbering of the 
Public Health Service Act. 

1974—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 93–385 substituted ‘‘1975’’ 
for ‘‘1974’’. 

1971—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 92–158 substituted ‘‘full- 
time or half-time course of study’’ for ‘‘full-time course 
of study’’ and ‘‘1974’’ for ‘‘1971’’. 

1968—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 90–490, § 222(a)(1), (c)(2), 
inserted ‘‘, except as provided in section 297h of this 
title,’’ after ‘‘fund’’ where first appearing and added cl. 
(D) and redesignated former cl. (D) as (E), respectively. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 90–490, § 222(a)(1), inserted 
‘‘, except as provided in section 297h of this title’’ after 
‘‘fund’’ where first appearing and authorized the can-
cellation of an additional 50 per centum of a nursery 
student loan. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 90–490, § 222(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘1971’’ for ‘‘1969’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–129 effective June 30, 1984, 
see section 228(b)(5) of Pub. L. 99–129, set out as a note 
under section 254l of this title. 

Section 10 of Pub. L. 99–92 provided that: 
‘‘(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), this Act 

[enacting section 297i of this title, transferring section 
296c to section 298b–5 of this title, amending this sec-
tion, sections 296k, 296l, 296m, 297, 297–1, 297b, 297d, 297e, 
298, 298b, and 298b–5 of this title, sections 1332, 1333, 
1336, and 1341 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, and sec-
tion 6103 of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code, repealing 
sections 296 to 296b, 296d to 296f, 296j, 297h, and 297j of 
this title, and enacting provisions set out as notes 
under sections 201 and 298b–5 of this title and section 
1333 of Title 15] and the amendments and repeals made 
by this Act shall take effect on October 1, 1985. 

‘‘(b)(1) The provisions of section 9(c) of this Act 
[transferring section 296c of this title to section 298b–5 
of this title, amending section 298b–5 of this title, and 
enacting provisions set out as notes under section 

298b–5 of this title] and the amendment made by para-
graph (1) of such section shall take effect on the date 
of enactment of this Act [Aug. 16, 1985]. 

‘‘(2) The amendment made by section 8(a) of this Act 
[amending section 297a of this title] shall take effect 
June 30, 1984.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Section 905 of Pub. L. 94–63 provided that: ‘‘Except as 
may otherwise be specifically provided, the amend-
ments made by this part [part B (§§ 905–937) of title IX 
of Pub. L. 94–63, enacting sections 296j to 296m of this 
title, amending sections 296, 296a, 296d, 296e, 297 to 297c, 
297e, and 297j of this title, repealing sections 296d, 296g, 
296i, 297f, and 298c–7 of this title, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under sections 296, 296a, 296d, 
296e, 296m, 297, 297b, and 297f of this title] shall take ef-
fect July 1, 1975. The amendments made by this part to 
provisions of title VIII of the Public Health Service Act 
[this subchapter] (hereinafter in this part referred to as 
the ‘Act’) are made to such provisions as amended by 
part A of this title [amending sections 296, 296d, 296e, 
296g, 296i, 297j, and 298c–7 of this title].’’ 

Section 942 of Pub. L. 94–63 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by section 941 [enacting section 
298b–3 of this title, amending sections 296a to 296d, 296f, 
297a to 297e, 297g to 297k, 298, and 298b of this title, and 
repealing section 298c–8 of this title] shall take effect 
July 1, 1975. Except as otherwise specifically provided, 
the amendments made by section 941 to provisions of 
title VIII of the Act [this subchapter] are made to such 
provisions as in effect July 1, 1975, and as amended by 
part B of this title [see note set out above].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 222(c)(2) of Pub. L. 90–490 ap-
plicable with respect to loans made after June 30, 1969, 
see section 222(i) of Pub. L. 90–490, set out as a note 
under section 297b of this title. 

§ 297b. Loan provisions 

(a) Maximum amount per individual per year; 
preference to first year students 

The total of the loans for any academic year 
(or its equivalent, as determined under regula-
tions of the Secretary) made by schools of nurs-
ing from loan funds established pursuant to 
agreements under this part 1 may not exceed 
$2,500 in the case of any student, except that for 
the final two academic years of the program in-
volved, such total may not exceed $4,000. The ag-
gregate of the loans for all years from such 
funds may not exceed $13,000 in the case of any 
student. In the granting of such loans, a school 
shall give preference to licensed practical 
nurses, to persons with exceptional financial 
need, and to persons who enter as first-year stu-
dents after enactment of this subchapter. 

(b) Terms and conditions 

Loans from any such student loan fund by any 
school shall be made on such terms and condi-
tions as the school may determine; subject, how-
ever, to such conditions, limitations, and re-
quirements as the Secretary may prescribe (by 
regulation or in the agreement with the school) 
with a view to preventing impairment of the 
capital of such fund to the maximum extent 
practicable in the light of the objective of enabl-
ing the student to complete his course of study; 
and except that— 

(1) such a loan may be made only to a stu-
dent who (A) is in need of the amount of the 
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loan to pursue a full-time or half-time course 
of study at the school leading to a bacca-
laureate or associate degree in nursing or an 
equivalent degree, or a diploma in nursing, or 
a graduate degree in nursing, (B) is capable, in 
the opinion of the school, of maintaining good 
standing in such course of study, and (C) with 
respect to any student enrolling in the school 
after June 30, 1986, is of financial need (as de-
fined in regulations issued by the Secretary);; 2 

(2) such a loan shall be repayable in equal or 
graduated periodic installments (with the 
right of the borrower to accelerate repayment) 
over the ten-year period which begins nine 
months after the student ceases to pursue a 
full-time or half-time course of study at a 
school of nursing, excluding from such 10-year 
period all (A) periods (up to three years) of (i) 
active duty performed by the borrower as a 
member of a uniformed service, or (ii) service 
as a volunteer under the Peace Corps Act [22 
U.S.C. 2501 et seq.], (B) periods (up to ten 
years) during which the borrower is pursuing a 
full-time or half-time course of study at a col-
legiate school of nursing leading to bacca-
laureate degree in nursing or an equivalent de-
gree, or to graduate degree in nursing, or is 
otherwise pursuing advanced professional 
training in nursing (or training to be a nurse 
anesthetist), and (C) such additional periods 
under the terms of paragraph (8) of this sub-
section; 

(3) in the case of a student who received such 
a loan before September 29, 1979, an amount up 
to 85 per centum of any such loan made before 
such date (plus interest thereon) shall be can-
celed for full-time employment as a profes-
sional nurse (including teaching in any of the 
fields of nurse training and service as an ad-
ministrator, supervisor, or consultant in any 
of the fields of nursing) in any public or non-
profit private agency, institution, or organiza-
tion (including neighborhood health centers), 
at the rate of 15 per centum of the amount of 
such loan (plus interest) unpaid on the first 
day of such service for each of the first, sec-
ond, and third complete year of such service, 
and 20 per centum of such amount (plus inter-
est) for each complete fourth and fifth year of 
such service; 

(4) the liability to repay the unpaid balance 
of such loan and accrued interest thereon shall 
be canceled upon the death of the borrower, or 
if the Secretary determines that he has be-
come permanently and totally disabled; 

(5) such a loan shall bear interest on the un-
paid balance of the loan, computed only for pe-
riods during which the loan is repayable, at 
the rate of 5 percent per annum; 

(6) such a loan shall be made without secu-
rity or endorsement, except that if the bor-
rower is a minor and the note or other evi-
dence of obligation executed by him would 
not, under the applicable law, create a binding 
obligation, either security or endorsement 
may be required; 

(7) no note or other evidence of any such 
loan may be transferred or assigned by the 
school making the loan except that, if the bor-

rower transfers to another school participat-
ing in the program under this part 1 such note 
or other evidence of a loan may be transferred 
to such other school; and 

(8) pursuant to uniform criteria established 
by the Secretary, the repayment period estab-
lished under paragraph (2) for any student bor-
rower who during the repayment period failed 
to make consecutive payments and who, dur-
ing the last 12 months of the repayment pe-
riod, has made at least 12 consecutive pay-
ments may be extended for a period not to ex-
ceed 10 years. 

(c) Cancellation 

Where all or any part of a loan, or interest, is 
canceled under this section, the Secretary shall 
pay to the school an amount equal to the 
school’s proportionate share of the canceled por-
tion, as determined by the Secretary. 

(d) Installments 

Any loan for any year by a school from a stu-
dent loan fund established pursuant to an agree-
ment under this part 1 shall be made in such in-
stallments as may be provided in regulations of 
the Secretary or such agreement and, upon no-
tice to the Secretary by the school that any re-
cipient of a loan is failing to maintain satisfac-
tory standing, any or all further installments of 
his loan shall be withheld, as may be appro-
priate. 

(e) Availability to eligible students in need 

An agreement under this part 1 with any 
school shall include provisions designed to make 
loans from the student loan fund established 
thereunder reasonably available (to the extent 
of the available funds in such fund) to all eligi-
ble students in the school in need thereof. 

(f) Penalty for late payment 

Subject to regulations of the Secretary and in 
accordance with this section, a school shall as-
sess a charge with respect to a loan from the 
loan fund established pursuant to an agreement 
under this part 1 for failure of the borrower to 
pay all or any part of an installment when it is 
due and, in the case of a borrower who is enti-
tled to deferment of the loan under subsection 
(b)(2) of this section or cancellation of part or 
all of the loan under subsection (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, for any failure to file timely and satisfac-
tory evidence for such entitlement. No such 
charge may be made if the payment of such in-
stallment or the filing of such evidence is made 
within 60 days after the date on which such in-
stallment or filing is due. The amount of any 
such charge may not exceed an amount equal to 
6 percent of the amount of such installment. 
The school may elect to add the amount of any 
such charge to the principal amount of the loan 
as of the first day after the day on which such 
installment or evidence was due, or to make the 
amount of the charge payable to the school not 
later than the due date of the next installment 
after receipt by the borrower of notice of the as-
sessment of the charge. 

(g) Minimum monthly repayment 

A school may provide in accordance with regu-
lations of the Secretary, that during the repay-
ment period of a loan from a loan fund estab-
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lished pursuant to an agreement under this 
part 1 payments of principal and interest by the 
borrower with respect to all the outstanding 
loans made to him from loan funds so estab-
lished shall be at a rate equal to not less than 
$40 per month. 

(h) Loan cancellation 

Notwithstanding the amendment made by sec-
tion 6(b) of the Nurse Training Act of 1971 to 
this section— 

(A) any person who obtained one or more 
loans from a loan fund established under this 
part, 1 who before November 18, 1971, became 
eligible for cancellation of all or part of such 
loans (including accrued interest) under this 
section (as in effect on the day before such 
date), and who on such date was not engaged 
in a service for which loan cancellation was 
authorized under this section (as so in effect), 
may at any time elect to receive such can-
cellation in accordance with this subsection 
(as so in effect); and 

(B) in the case of any person who obtained 
one or more loans from a loan fund established 
under this part 1 and who on such date was en-
gaged in a service for which cancellation of all 
or part of such loans (including accrued inter-
est) was authorized under this section (as so in 
effect), this section (as so in effect) shall con-
tinue to apply to such person for purposes of 
providing such loan cancellation until he ter-
minates such service. 

Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to 
prevent any person from entering into an agree-
ment for loan cancellation under subsection (h) 1 
of this section (as amended by section 6(b)(2) of 
the Nurse Training Act of 1971). 

(i) Loan repayment 

Upon application by a person who received, 
and is under an obligation to repay, any loan 
made to such person as a nursing student, the 
Secretary may undertake to repay (without li-
ability to the applicant) all or any part of such 
loan, and any interest or portion thereof out-
standing thereon, upon his determination, pur-
suant to regulations establishing criteria there-
for, that the applicant— 

(1) failed to complete the nursing studies 
with respect to which such loan was made; 

(2) is in exceptionally needy circumstances; 
and 

(3) has not resumed, or cannot reasonably be 
expected to resume, such nursing studies with-
in two years following the date upon which the 
applicant terminated the studies with respect 
to which such loan was made. 

(j) Collection by Secretary of loan in default; pre-
conditions and procedures applicable 

The Secretary is authorized to attempt to col-
lect any loan which was made under this part,1 
which is in default, and which was referred to 
the Secretary by a school of nursing with which 
the Secretary has an agreement under this 
part,1 on behalf of that school under such terms 
and conditions as the Secretary may prescribe 
(including reimbursement from the school’s stu-
dent loan fund for expenses the Secretary may 
reasonably incur in attempting collection), but 
only if the school has complied with such re-

quirements as the Secretary may specify by reg-
ulation with respect to the collection of loans 
under this part.1 A loan so referred shall be 
treated as a debt subject to section 5514 of title 
5. Amounts collected shall be deposited in the 
school’s student loan fund. Whenever the Sec-
retary desires the institution of a civil action 
regarding any such loan, the Secretary shall 
refer the matter to the Attorney General for ap-
propriate action. 

(k) Redesignated (j) 

(l) Elimination of statute of limitation for loan 
collections 

(1) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this subsection to ensure 
that obligations to repay loans under this sec-
tion are enforced without regard to any Fed-
eral or State statutory, regulatory, or admin-
istrative limitation on the period within 
which debts may be enforced. 

(2) Prohibition 

Notwithstanding any other provision of Fed-
eral or State law, no limitation shall termi-
nate the period within which suit may be filed, 
a judgment may be enforced, or an offset, gar-
nishment, or other action may be initiated or 
taken by a school of nursing that has an 
agreement with the Secretary pursuant to sec-
tion 297a of this title that is seeking the re-
payment of the amount due from a borrower 
on a loan made under this part 1 after the de-
fault of the borrower on such loan. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 836, formerly 
§ 823, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 78 
Stat. 914; amended Pub. L. 89–290, § 4(g)(2), Oct. 
22, 1965, 79 Stat. 1058; Pub. L. 90–490, title II, 
§ 222(b), (c)(1), Aug. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 783, 784; Pub. 
L. 92–158, § 6(a), (b)(1), (e), Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 
475, 476, 478; renumbered § 836 and amended Pub. 
L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 936(b), 941(h)(1), (2), (5), (i)(1), 
July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 363, 365; Pub. L. 96–76, title 
I, § 112, Sept. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 580; Pub. L. 97–35, 
title XXVII, § 2757(b), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 931; 
Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(b)–(d), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 398; 
Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, §§ 713(b)–(g), 714(a)–(c), 
Nov. 4, 1988, 102 Stat. 3160, 3161; Pub. L. 101–93, 
§ 5(r), Aug. 16, 1989, 103 Stat. 614; Pub. L. 102–408, 
title II, § 211(a)(1), Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2078; 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 133(a)–(c)(1), Nov. 13, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3575.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This part, referred to in subsecs. (a), (b)(7), (d) to (h), 
(j), and (l)(2), was in the original ‘‘this subpart’’ and 
was translated to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress and the redesignation of subpart II of part B of 
this subchapter as part E of this subchapter by Pub. L. 
105–392, title I, § 123(2), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

The Peace Corps Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), is 
Pub. L. 87–293, Sept. 22, 1961, 75 Stat. 612, as amended, 
which is classified principally to chapter 34 (§ 2501 et 
seq.) of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2501 of Title 22 
and Tables. 

Subsection (h) of this section, referred to in subsec. 
(h), was struck out and subsec. (i) was redesignated (h) 
by Pub. L. 102–408. See 1992 Amendment note below. 

Section 6(b) of the Nurse Training Act of 1971, re-
ferred to in subsec. (h), is section 6(b) of Pub. L. 92–158, 
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Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 477. Section 6(b)(1) amended sub-
sec. (b)(3) of this section, added former subsec. (h) of 
this section, and enacted the provisions editorially 
classified to subsec. (i) [now (h)] of this section. Section 
6(b)(2) enacted section 297i of this title which was 
transferred and redesignated as subsec. (j) [now (i)] of 
this section pursuant to section 941(h)(5) of Pub. L. 
94–63. 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions of subsec. (h) of this section were, in the 
original, enacted by section 6(b)(1) of Pub. L. 92–158, 
without directory language with respect to classifica-
tion in the Code and were editorially set out as subsec. 
(i) [now (h)] as the probable intent of Congress. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105–392, § 133(a)(1), sub-
stituted semicolon for period at end. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(C). Pub. L. 105–392, § 133(a)(2), added sub-
par. (C). 

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 105–392, § 133(a)(3), (4), added 
par. (8). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 105–392, § 133(b), substituted ‘‘$40’’ 
for ‘‘$15’’. 

Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 105–392, § 133(c)(1), added subsec. 
(l). 

1992—Subsecs. (h) to (k). Pub. L. 102–408 redesignated 
subsecs. (i) to (k) as (h) to (j), respectively, and struck 
out former subsec. (h) which provided for a loan repay-
ment program. See section 297n of this title. 

1989—Subsec. (h)(6)(C). Pub. L. 101–93 substituted 
‘‘means a skilled nursing facility, as such term is de-
fined in section 1395x(j) of this title, and an intermedi-
ate care facility, as such term is defined in section 
1396d(c) of this title’’ for ‘‘means an intermediate care 
facility and a skilled nursing facility, as such terms are 
defined in subsections (c) and (i), respectively, of sec-
tion 1396d of this title’’. 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–607, § 713(b), (c), inserted 
in first sentence ‘‘, except that for the final two aca-
demic years of the program involved, such total may 
not exceed $4,000’’, substituted ‘‘$13,000’’ for ‘‘$10,000’’ in 
second sentence, and inserted ‘‘, to persons with excep-
tional financial need,’’ after ‘‘nurses’’ in third sentence. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 100–607, § 713(d), amended 
subpar. (C) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (C) 
read as follows: ‘‘if a student who will enroll in the 
school after June 30, 1986, is of exceptional financial 
need (as defined by regulations of the Secretary)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 100–607, § 713(e), substituted 
‘‘ten’’ for ‘‘five’’ and inserted ‘‘or half-time’’ after ‘‘a 
full-time’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 100–607, § 713(f), substituted ‘‘5 
percent’’ for ‘‘6 per centum’’. 

Subsec. (h)(1)(C). Pub. L. 100–607, § 714(a), amended 
subpar. (C) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (C) 
read as follows: ‘‘who enters into an agreement with 
the Secretary to serve as a nurse for a period of at least 
two years in an area in a State determined by the Sec-
retary, after consultation with the appropriate State 
health authority (as determined by the Secretary by 
regulations), to have a shortage of and need for 
nurses;’’. 

Subsecs. (h)(5), (6). Pub. L. 100–607, § 714(b), (c), added 
pars. (5) and (6). 

Subsec. (j)(2) to (4). Pub. L. 100–607, § 713(g), redesig-
nated par. (4) as (3) and struck out former par. (3) which 
related to low-income or disadvantaged family. 

1985—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(b), which di-
rected that cl. (C) be inserted before period, was exe-
cuted by inserting cl. (C) before the semicolon as the 
probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(c), substituted ‘‘the Sec-
retary and in accordance with this section, a school 
shall’’ for ‘‘the Secretary, a school may’’, and sub-
stituted provisions relating to charges not allowed in 
certain cases and allowed where payment is late for 
provisions relating to maximum amount of late 
charges. 

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(d), added subsec. (k). 
1981—Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 97–35 substituted ‘‘6’’ for 

‘‘3’’. 
1979—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 96–76 inserted provisions 

requiring conditions to be applicable to loans arising 
prior to Sept. 29, 1979. 

1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(1), substituted 
‘‘subpart’’ for ‘‘part’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(2), struck out ‘‘of 
Health, Education, and Welfare’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 94–63, § 936(b), inserted ‘‘(or 
training to be a nurse anesthetist)’’ after ‘‘professional 
training in nursing’’. 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(1), substituted 
‘‘subpart’’ for ‘‘part’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(2), struck out ‘‘of 
Health, Education, and Welfare’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsecs. (d) to (i). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘subpart’’ for ‘‘part’’ whenever appearing. 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(5), added subsec. (j), 
formerly classified as section 297i of this title pursuant 
to enactment as section 830 of act July 1, 1944, ch. 373. 
Section 941(h)(5)(A) of Pub. L. 94–63 transferred such 
former section to this section and section 941(h)(5)(B) 
redesignated provision as subsec. (j). 

1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(a), substituted 
‘‘$2,500’’ for ‘‘$1,500’’ and ‘‘$10,000’’ for ‘‘$60,000’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(e), substituted ‘‘full- 
time or half-time course of study’’ for ‘‘full-time course 
of study’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(e), in text preceding 
cl. (A), substituted ‘‘full-time or half-time course of 
study’’ for ‘‘full-time course of study’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(b)(1)(A), substituted 
provisions cancelling up to 85 per centum of loan, for 
provisions cancelling up to 50 per centum of loan, 
where borrower holds full-time employment as a pro-
fessional nurse, added to areas of possible employment 
under this par. by inserting reference to any public or 
nonprofit organization including neighborhood health 
centers, substituted, with regard to the rate of can-
cellation of loan, the rate of 15 per centum of the 
amount unpaid on the first day of service, continuing 
at such rate with each of the first, second and third 
complete years of such service and 20 per centum of 
such amount with each complete fourth and fifth year 
of service for the rate of 10 per centum of the amount 
unpaid on the first day of service and to continue with 
each complete year of service, and struck out reference 
to 15 per centum rate of cancellation per complete year 
of service plus, for the purpose of such higher rate, the 
cancellation of an additional 50 per centum of such loan 
where such service is in a public or nonprofit hospital 
in any area which is determined, in accordance with 
the regulations of the Secretary, to be in an area hav-
ing a substantial shortage of such nurses at such hos-
pitals. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(b)(1)(B), added subsec. 
(h). 

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–490, § 222(b)(1), increased 
limitation on amount of annual loans per student from 
$1,000 to $1,500, required preferences in granting of 
loans to licensed practical nurses, and limited aggre-
gate of loans for all years to any one student to $6,000. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 90–490, § 222(b)(2), provided for 
commencement of repayment nine months, rather than 
one year, after student ceases to pursue full-time 
course of study, excluded from ten-year repayment pe-
riod periods (up to three years) of active duty as mem-
ber of a uniformed service or Peace Corps volunteer 
service and periods (up to five years) as undergraduate 
or graduate degree student in nursing, including ad-
vanced professional training in nursing, and struck out 
prohibition against accrual of interest on loans. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 90–490, § 222(b)(3), authorized 
cancellation of an additional 50 per centum of a nursing 
student loan (plus interest) at rate of 15 per centum for 
each complete year of service in a public or other non-
profit hospital in an area with a substantial shortage of 
nurses. 
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Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 90–490, § 222(b)(4), struck out 
provisions for an interest rate which is the greater of 
3 per centum or the going Federal rate at time loan is 
made, defining going Federal rate, and making rate de-
termined for first loan applicable to any subsequent 
loan. 

Subsecs. (f), (g). Pub. L. 90–490, § 222(c)(1), added sub-
secs. (f) and (g). 

1965—Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 89–290 applied rate of in-
terest for first loan obtained by a student from a loan 
fund established under this part to any subsequent loan 
to such student from such fund during his course of 
study. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 133(c)(2), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3576, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
paragraph (1) [amending this section] shall be effective 
with respect to actions pending on or after the date of 
enactment of this Act [Nov. 13, 1998].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–92 effective Oct. 1, 1985, see 
section 10(a) of Pub. L. 99–92, set out as a note under 
section 297a of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Section 936(b) of Pub. L. 94–63 provided that the 
amendment made by that section is effective with re-
spect to periods of training to be a nurse anesthetist 
undertaken on or after July 29, 1975. 

Amendment by section 941(h)(1), (2), (5), (i)(1) of Pub. 
L. 94–63 effective July 1, 1975, see section 942 of Pub. L. 
94–63, set out as a note under section 297a of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1971 AMENDMENT 

Section 6(a)(1) of Pub. L. 92–158 provided that the 
amendment made by that section is effective with re-
spect to academic years (or their equivalent as deter-
mined under regulations of the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare under this section) beginning 
after June 30, 1971. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Section 222(i) of Pub. L. 90–490 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by subsection (b)(1) and (2) [amend-
ing this section] shall apply with respect to all loans 
made after June 30, 1969, and with respect to loans 
made from a student loan fund established under an 
agreement pursuant to section 822 [section 297a of this 
title], before July 1, 1969, to the extent agreed to by the 
school which made the loans and the Secretary (but 
then only for years beginning after June 30, 1968). The 
amendments made by subsection (b)(4) [amending this 
section] and subsection (c) [amending this section and 
section 297a of this title] shall apply with respect to 
loans made after June 30, 1969. The amendment made 
by subsection (h) [enacting section 297h of this title] 
shall apply with respect to appropriations for fiscal 
years beginning after June 30, 1969. The amendment 
made by subsection (b)(3) [amending this section] shall 
apply with respect to service, specified in section 
823(b)(3) of such Act [subsec. (b)(3) of this section] per-
formed during academic years beginning after the en-
actment of this Act, whether the loan was made before 
or after such enactment [Aug. 16, 1968].’’ 

CONSTRUCTION OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Section 211(b) of Pub. L. 102–408 provided that: ‘‘With 
respect to section 836(h) of the Public Health Service 
Act [former subsec. (h) of this section], as in effect 
prior to the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 13, 
1992], any agreement entered into under such section 
that is in effect on the day before such date remains in 
effect in accordance with the terms of the agreement, 
notwithstanding the amendment made by subsection 
(a) of this section [enacting section 297n of this title, 
amending this section, and repealing section 297c–1 of 
this title].’’ 

§ 297c. Repealed. Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(3), 
Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562 

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 837, for-
merly § 824, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 78 
Stat. 915; amended Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(b), Nov. 3, 1966, 80 
Stat. 1235; Pub. L. 90–490, title II, § 222(d), Aug. 16, 1968, 
82 Stat. 784; Pub. L. 92–52, § 3(a), July 9, 1971, 85 Stat. 
144; Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(c), Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 477; Pub. 
L. 93–385, § 3(a), Aug. 23, 1974, 88 Stat. 741; renumbered 
§ 837 and amended Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 936(c), 
941(i)(1), (3), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 363, 365, 366; Pub. L. 
96–76, title I, § 109(b), Sept. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 580; Pub. L. 
97–35, title XXVII, § 2757(c), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 931, 
authorized appropriations for student loan funds for 
certain fiscal years. 

§ 297c–1. Repealed. Pub. L. 102–408, title II, 
§ 211(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2078 

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 837A, as 
added Nov. 4, 1988, Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, § 714(d), 102 
Stat. 3162, authorized appropriations for educational 
loan repayments for service in certain health facilities. 

§ 297d. Allotments and payments of Federal cap-
ital contributions 

(a) Application for allotment; reduction or ad-
justment of amount requested in application; 
reallotment; continued availability of funds 

(1) The Secretary shall from time to time set 
dates by which schools of nursing must file ap-
plications for Federal capital contributions. 

(2)(A) If the total of the amounts requested for 
any fiscal year in such applications exceeds the 
total amount appropriated under section 297c 1 
of this title for that fiscal year, the allotment 
from such total amount to the loan fund of each 
school of nursing shall be reduced to whichever 
of the following is the smaller: 

(i) The amount requested in its application. 
(ii) An amount which bears the same ratio to 

the total amount appropriated as the number 
of students estimated by the Secretary to be 
enrolled on a full-time basis in such school 
during such fiscal year bears to the estimated 
total number of students enrolled in all such 
schools on a full-time basis during such year. 

(B) Amounts remaining after allotment under 
subparagraph (A) shall be reallotted in accord-
ance with clause (ii) of such subparagraph 
among schools whose applications requested 
more than the amounts so allotted to their loan 
funds, but with such adjustments as may be nec-
essary to prevent the total allotted to any such 
school’s loan fund under this paragraph and 
paragraph (3) from exceeding the total so re-
quested by it. 

(3) Funds which, pursuant to section 297e(c) of 
this title or pursuant to a loan agreement under 
section 297a of this title are returned to the Sec-
retary in any fiscal year, shall be available for 
allotment until expended. Funds described in 
the preceding sentence shall be allotted among 
schools of nursing in such manner as the Sec-
retary determines will best carry out this part.1 

(b) Installment payment of allotments 

Allotments to a loan fund of a school shall be 
paid to it from time to time in such install-
ments as the Secretary determines will not re-
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sult in unnecessary accumulations in the loan 
fund at such school. 

(c) Manner of payment 

The Federal capital contributions to a loan 
fund of a school under this part 1 shall be paid to 
it from time to time in such installments as the 
Secretary determines will not result in unneces-
sary accumulations in the loan fund at such 
school. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 838, formerly 
§ 825, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 78 
Stat. 915; amended Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(c), Nov. 3, 
1966, 80 Stat. 1235; Pub. L. 90–490, title II, § 222(e), 
Aug. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 785; renumbered § 838 and 
amended Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 941(h)(1), (2), 
(4)(A), (i)(1), (4), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 365, 366; 
Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(e), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 398; 
Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, § 713(h)(1), Nov. 4, 1988, 
102 Stat. 3161; Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 208(a), 
Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2075.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 297c of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(2)(A), was repealed by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(3), 
Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

This part, referred to in subsecs. (a)(3) and (c), was in 
the original ‘‘this subpart’’ and was translated to re-
flect the probable intent of Congress and the redesigna-
tion of subpart II of part B of this subchapter as part 
E of this subchapter by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(2), 
Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 102–408 struck out ‘‘(A)’’ 
after ‘‘(3)’’, substituted ‘‘available for allotment until 
expended.’’ for ‘‘available for allotment in such fiscal 
year and in the fiscal year succeeding the fiscal year.’’ 
and ‘‘this subpart.’’ for ‘‘this subpart, except that in 
making such allotments, the Secretary shall give prior-
ity to schools of nursing which established student loan 
funds under this subpart after September 30, 1975.’’, and 
struck out subpar. (B) which read as follows: ‘‘With re-
spect to funds available pursuant to subparagraph (A), 
any such funds returned to the Secretary and not allot-
ted by the Secretary, during the period of availability 
specified in such subparagraph, shall be available to 
carry out section 297j of this title and, for such purpose, 
shall remain available until expended.’’ 

1988—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 100–607 designated exist-
ing provisions as subpar. (A) and added subpar. (B). 

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–92 amended subsec. (a) 
generally, substituting provisions relating to applica-
tion for allotment, reduction or adjustment of amount 
requested in application, reallotment, and availability 
of funds for allotment during fiscal years for provisions 
relating to determination of amount of allotment. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–92 amended subsec. (b) gener-
ally, substituting provisions relating to payment to a 
loan fund of a school of allotments for provisions relat-
ing to application for allotment, adjustment or reduc-
tion of amount requested in application, and reallot-
ment. 

1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(1), (4)(A)(i), 
(i)(4), substituted ‘‘subpart’’ for ‘‘part’’ wherever ap-
pearing, struck out ‘‘(whether as Federal capital con-
tributions or as loans to schools under section 297f of 
this title)’’ before ‘‘which are in excess’’, and sub-
stituted references to section 847 of the Act for ref-
erences to section 824, which had previously been trans-
lated as section 297c of this title, requiring no further 
translations in text as a result of renumbering of the 
Public Health Service Act. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(4)(A)(ii), struck 
out ‘‘, and for loans pursuant to section 297f of this 
title,’’ after ‘‘contributions’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(2), struck out ‘‘of 
Health, Education, and Welfare’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(1), substituted ‘‘sub-
part’’ for ‘‘part’’. 

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–490 substituted a new for-
mula for distribution of Federal funds among schools of 
nursing by providing for allotment of funds among the 
schools entirely on the basis of their relative enroll-
ments for former provisions which allocated funds 
among the States, 50 per centum on the basis of rel-
ative number of high school graduates, and 50 per cen-
tum on the basis of relative number of students en-
rolled in schools of nursing, and provided for deter-
mination of number of persons enrolled in such schools 
for most recent year for which satisfactory data are 
available to the Secretary. 

1966—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(c)(1), authorized 
allotment of appropriations for payment as Federal 
capital contributions or as loans to schools under sec-
tion 297f of this title, and directed that funds available 
in any fiscal year for payment to schools under this 
part (whether as Federal capital contributions or as 
loans to schools under section 297f of this title) which 
are in excess of the amount appropriated pursuant to 
section 297c of this title for that year shall be allotted 
among States and among schools within States in such 
manner as the Secretary determinates will best carry 
out the purposes of this part. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(c)(2), substituted 
‘‘schools of nursing in a State must file applications for 
Federal capital contributions, and for loans pursuant 
to section 297f of this title, from the allotment of such 
State under the first two sentences of subsection (a) of 
this section’’ for ‘‘schools of nursing with which he has 
in effect agreements under this part must file applica-
tions for Federal capital contributions to their loan 
funds pursuant to section 297a(b)(2)(A) of this title’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Section 713(h)(2) of Pub. L. 100–607 provided that: ‘‘Ex-
cept as provided in Public Law 100–436 [Sept. 20, 1988, 
102 Stat. 1680, see Tables for classification], the amend-
ment made by paragraph (1) [amending this section] 
shall take effect as if such amendment had been effec-
tive on September 30, 1988, and as if section 843 of the 
Public Health Service Act, as added by section 715 of 
this title [section 297j of this title], had been effective 
on such date.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–92 effective Oct. 1, 1985, see 
section 10(a) of Pub. L. 99–92, set out as a note under 
section 297a of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–63 effective July 1, 1975, see 
section 942 of Pub. L. 94–63, set out as a note under sec-
tion 297a of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1966 AMENDMENT 

Section 6(e)(1) of Pub. L. 89–751 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and sections 297c, 297e, and 297f of this title] shall 
be effective in the case of payments to student loan 
funds made after the enactment of this Act [Nov. 3, 
1966], except in the case of payments pursuant to com-
mitments (made prior to enactment of this Act) to 
make loans under section 827 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act [section 297f of this title] as in effect prior to 
the enactment of this Act.’’ 

APPLICABILITY OF REORG. PLAN NO. 3 OF 1966 

Section 9 of Pub. L. 89–751 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this Act [enacting former sec-
tions 295h to 295h–5 and 298c to 298c–8 of this title and 
amending this section, former sections 292b, 294d, 294n 
to 294p, 296, and 297c, section 297e, former section 297f, 
and section 298 of this title, and section 1717 of Title 12, 
Banks and Banking] shall be subject to the provisions 
of Reorganization Plan Numbered 3 of 1966 [set out as 
a note under section 202 of this title].’’ 
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§ 297e. Distribution of assets from loan funds 

(a) Capital distribution of balance of loan fund 

If a school terminates a loan fund established 
under an agreement pursuant to section 297a(b) 
of this title, or if the Secretary for good cause 
terminates the agreement with the school, there 
shall be a capital distribution as follows: 

(1) The Secretary shall first be paid an amount 
which bears the same ratio to such balance in 
such fund on the date of termination of the fund 
as the total amount of the Federal capital con-
tributions to such fund by the Secretary pursu-
ant to section 297a(b)(2)(A) of this title bears to 
the total amount in such fund derived from such 
Federal capital contributions and from funds de-
posited therein pursuant to section 297a(b)(2)(B) 
of this title. 

(2) The remainder of such balance shall be paid 
to the school. 

(b) Payment of principal or interest on loans 

If a capital distribution is made under sub-
section (a) of this section, the school involved 
shall, after such capital distribution, pay to the 
Secretary, not less often than quarterly, the 
same proportionate share of amounts received 
by the school in payment of principal or interest 
on loans made from the loan fund established 
under section 297a(b) of this title as determined 
by the Secretary under subsection (a) of this 
section. 

(c) Payment of balance of loan fund 

(1) Within 90 days after the termination of any 
agreement with a school under section 297a of 
this title or the termination in any other man-
ner of a school’s participation in the loan pro-
gram under this part,1 such school shall pay to 
the Secretary from the balance of the loan fund 
of such school established under section 297a of 
this title, an amount which bears the same ratio 
to the balance in such fund on the date of such 
termination as the total amount of the Federal 
capital contributions to such fund by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 297a(b)(2)(A) of this 
title bears to the total amount in such fund on 
such date derived from such Federal capital con-
tributions and from funds deposited in the fund 
pursuant to section 297a(b)(2)(B) of this title. 
The remainder of such balance shall be paid to 
the school. 

(2) A school to which paragraph (1) applies 
shall pay to the Secretary after the date on 
which payment is made under such paragraph 
and not less than quarterly, the same propor-
tionate share of amounts received by the school 
after the date of termination referred to in para-
graph (1) in payment of principal or interest on 
loans made from the loan fund as was deter-
mined for the Secretary under such paragraph. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 839, formerly 
§ 826, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 78 
Stat. 916; amended Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(d), Nov. 3, 
1966, 80 Stat. 1235; Pub. L. 90–490, title II, § 222(f), 
Aug. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 785; Pub. L. 92–52, § 3(b), 
July 9, 1971, 85 Stat. 145; Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(d)(1), 
Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 478; renumbered § 839 and 
amended Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 936(d), 

941(h)(1), (2), (4)(B), (i)(1), (5), July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 363, 365, 366; Pub. L. 96–32, § 7(j), July 10, 
1979, 93 Stat. 84; Pub. L. 96–76, title I, § 109(c), 
Sept. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 580; Pub. L. 97–35, title 
XXVII, § 2757(d), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 931; Pub. 
L. 99–92, § 8(f), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 399; Pub. L. 
100–607, title VII, § 713(i), Nov. 4, 1988, 102 Stat. 
3161; Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 208(b), Oct. 13, 
1992, 106 Stat. 2075; Pub. L. 105–392, title I, 
§ 133(e), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3577.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This part, referred to in subsec. (c)(1), was in the 
original ‘‘this subpart’’ and was translated to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress and the redesignation 
of subpart II of part B of this subchapter as part E of 
this subchapter by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(2), Nov. 
13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–392, § 133(e)(1)(A), added 
introductory provisions and struck out former intro-
ductory provisions which read as follows: ‘‘After Sep-
tember 30, 1996, and not later than December 31, 1999, 
there shall be a capital distribution of the balance of 
the loan fund established under an agreement pursuant 
to section 297a of this title by each school as follows:’’. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 105–392, § 133(e)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘on the date of termination of the fund’’ for 
‘‘at the close of September 30, 1999,’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–392, § 133(e)(2), amended sub-
sec. (b) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read 
as follows: ‘‘After December 31, 1999, each school with 
which the Secretary has made an agreement under this 
subpart shall pay to the Secretary, not less often than 
quarterly, the same proportionate share of amounts re-
ceived by the school after September 30, 1999, in pay-
ment of principal or interest on loans made from the 
loan fund established pursuant to such agreement as 
was determined for the Secretary under subsection (a) 
of this section.’’ 

1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–408, § 208(b)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘1999’’ for ‘‘1994’’ in introductory provisions 
and in par. (1). 

Pub. L. 102–408, § 208(b)(1), substituted ‘‘1996’’ for 
‘‘1991’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–408, § 208(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘1999’’ for ‘‘1994’’ in two places. 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–607, § 713(i)(1)(A), which 
directed substitution of ‘‘1994’’ for ‘‘1991’’ in text pre-
ceding par. (1), was executed by making the substi-
tution for ‘‘1991’’ the second time appearing to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 100–607, § 713(i)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘1994’’ for ‘‘1991’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–607, § 713(i)(2), substituted 
‘‘1994’’ for ‘‘1991’’ in two places. 

1985—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(f)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘1991’’ for ‘‘1987’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(f)(2), added subsec. (c). 
1981—Pub. L. 97–35 substituted ‘‘1987’’ for ‘‘1983’’ wher-

ever appearing. 
1979—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–76, § 109(c)(1), substituted 

‘‘September 30, 1983, and not later than December 31, 
1983’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1980, and not later than De-
cember 31, 1981’’. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) re-
ferred to ‘‘December 31, 1980’’ rather than to ‘‘December 
31, 1981’’ as cited in directory language of Pub. L. 96–76. 
See below for explanation of amendment by Pub. L. 
96–32. 

Pub. L. 96–32 substituted ‘‘December 31, 1980’’ for 
‘‘September 30, 1977’’. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 96–76, § 109(c)(2), substituted 
‘‘1983’’ for ‘‘1980’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–76, § 109(c)(3), substituted 
‘‘1983’’ for ‘‘1980’’ wherever appearing. 

1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–63, §§ 936(d), 941(h)(2), 
(i)(5), substituted ‘‘September 30, 1980’’ for ‘‘June 30, 
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1977’’ wherever appearing, struck out ‘‘of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’, and sub-
stituted references to section 835 of the Act for ref-
erences to section 822, which had previously been trans-
lated as section 297a of this title, requiring no further 
translations in text as a result of renumbering of the 
Public Health Service Act. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–63, §§ 936(d), 941(h)(1), (4)(B), 
substituted ‘‘subpart’’ for ‘‘part’’, ‘‘September 30, 1980’’ 
for ‘‘June 30, 1977’’, and ‘‘December 31, 1980’’ for ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 1977’’ and struck out provisions relating to 
payments from revolving fund established by section 
297f(d) of this title. 

1971—Pub. L. 92–158 substituted ‘‘1977’’ for ‘‘1975’’ 
wherever appearing. 

Pub. L. 92–52 substituted ‘‘1975’’ for ‘‘1974’’ wherever 
appearing. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–490 substituted ‘‘1974’’ for ‘‘1972’’ 
wherever appearing. 

1966—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(d)(1), (2), sub-
stituted ‘‘an agreement pursuant to section 297a(b) of 
this title’’ for ‘‘this part’’ in opening provisions, and in 
par. (1) substituted ‘‘such balance’’ for ‘‘the balance’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(d)(3), inserted ‘‘(other 
than so much of such fund as relates to payments from 
the revolving fund established by section 297f(d) of this 
title)’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–92 effective Oct. 1, 1985, see 
section 10(a) of Pub. L. 99–92, set out as a note under 
section 297a of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 936(d) of Pub. L. 94–63 effec-
tive July 1, 1975, see section 905 of Pub. L. 94–63, set out 
as a note under section 297a of this title. 

Amendment by section 941(h)(1), (2), (4)(B), (i)(1), (5) 
of Pub. L. 94–63 effective July 1, 1975, see section 942 of 
Pub. L. 94–63, set out as a note under section 297a of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1966 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 89–751 effective in the case of 
payments to student loan funds made after Nov. 3, 1966, 
except in the case of payments pursuant to commit-
ments (made prior to Nov. 3, 1966) to make loans under 
section 297f of this title as in effect prior to Nov. 3, 1966, 
see section 6(e)(1) of Pub. L. 89–751, set out as a note 
under section 297d of this title. 

§ 297f. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, 
§ 936(e)(1), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 363 

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 827, as 
added Sept. 4, 1964, Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, 78 Stat. 917; 
amended Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(a), 80 Stat. 1233; 
Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title II, § 222(g), 82 Stat. 785; 
July 9, 1971, Pub. L. 92–52, § 3(c), 85 Stat. 145; Nov. 18, 
1971, Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(d)(2), 85 Stat. 478, set out provi-
sions relating to terms, conditions, limitations, man-
ner of payment, etc., of loans to schools of nursing to 
capitalize student loan funds. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective July 1, 1975, see section 905 of Pub. L. 
94–63, set out as an Effective Date of 1975 Amendment 
note under section 297a of this title. 

AVAILABILITY OF NURSE TRAINING REVOLVING FUND 
FOR PAYMENT OF OBLIGATIONS DEPOSITS INTO FUND; 
TRANSFER OF EXCESS AMOUNTS TO GENERAL FUND 
OF TREASURY AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Section 936(e)(2), (3) of Pub. L. 94–63 provided that: 
‘‘(2) The nurse training fund created within the 

Treasury by section 827(d)(1) of the Act [section 
297f(d)(1) of this title] shall remain available to the 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare [now 
Health and Human Services] for the purpose of meeting 

his responsibilities respecting participations in obliga-
tions acquired under section 827 of the Act [this sec-
tion]. The Secretary shall continue to deposit in such 
fund all amounts received by him as interest payments 
or repayments of principal on loans under such section 
27[827]. If at any time the Secretary determines the 
moneys in the funds exceed the present and any reason-
able prospective further requirements of such fund, 
such excess may be transferred to the general fund of 
the Treasury. 

‘‘(3) There are authorized to be appropriated without 
fiscal year limitation such sums as may be necessary to 
enable the Secretary to make payments under agree-
ments entered into under section 827(b) of the Act [sec-
tion 297f(b) of this title] before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [July 29, 1975].’’ 

CONVERSION OF FEDERAL CAPITAL CONTRIBUTION TO A 
LOAN UNDER SECTION 297f OF THIS TITLE 

Pub. L. 89–751, § 6(e)(2), Nov. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 1236, au-
thorized the Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare to convert a Federal capital contribution to a stu-
dent loan fund of a particular institution, made under 
this subchapter, from funds appropriated pursuant 
thereto for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1967, to a 
loan under section 297f of this title. 

§ 297g. Modification of agreements; compromise, 
waiver or release 

The Secretary may agree to modifications of 
agreements made under this part,1 and may 
compromise, waive, or release any right, title, 
claim, or demand of the United States arising or 
acquired under this part.1 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 840, formerly 
§ 828, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 78 
Stat. 917; renumbered § 840 and amended Pub. L. 
94–63, title IX, § 941(h)(1), (4)(C), (i)(1), July 29, 
1975, 89 Stat. 365.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This part, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this subpart’’ and was translated to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress and the redesignation of sub-
part II of part B of this subchapter as part E of this 
subchapter by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(2), Nov. 13, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

AMENDMENTS 

1975—Pub. L. 94–63, § 941(h)(1), (4)(C), substituted ‘‘sub-
part’’ for ‘‘part’’ wherever appearing and struck out ‘‘or 
loans’’ after ‘‘agreements’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–63 effective July 1, 1975, see 
section 942 of Pub. L. 94–63, set out as a note under sec-
tion 297a of this title. 

§ 297h. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–92, § 9(a)(1), Aug. 16, 
1985, 99 Stat. 400 

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 841, for-
merly § 829, as added Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title 
II, § 222(h), 82 Stat. 785; renumbered § 841 and amended 
July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 941(i)(1), (6), 89 
Stat. 365, 366, related to transfers to the scholarship 
program. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1985, see section 10(a) of Pub. 
L. 99–92, set out as an Effective Date of 1985 Amend-
ment note under section 297a of this title. 

§ 297i. Procedures for appeal of terminations 

In any case in which the Secretary intends to 
terminate an agreement with a school of nurs-
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ing under this part,1 the Secretary shall provide 
the school with a written notice specifying such 
intention and stating that the school may re-
quest a formal hearing with respect to such ter-
mination. If the school requests such a hearing 
within 30 days after the receipt of such notice, 
the Secretary shall provide such school with a 
hearing conducted by an administrative law 
judge. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 842, as added 
Pub. L. 99–92, § 8(g), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 399.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This part, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this subpart’’ and was translated to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress and the redesignation of sub-
part II of part B of this subchapter as part E of this 
subchapter by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(2), Nov. 13, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 297i, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 830, as added Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, § 6(b)(2), 
85 Stat. 477, relating to loan forgiveness, was trans-
ferred to and redesignated as subsec. (j) of section 823 
of act July 1, 1944, which is classified to section 297b of 
this title, by Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 941(h)(5), July 29, 
1975, 89 Stat. 365. 

A prior section 842 of act July 1, 1944, was renumbered 
section 852, and was classified to section 298a of this 
title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 105–392. 

A prior section 297j, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 843, as added Nov. 4, 1988, Pub. L. 100–607, title 
VII, § 715, 102 Stat. 3162; amended Nov. 18, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–690, title II, § 2616(a), 102 Stat. 4240; Aug. 16, 1989, 
Pub. L. 101–93, § 5(s), 103 Stat. 614, provided grant au-
thority for scholarships for undergraduate education of 
professional nurses, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 102–531, 
title III, § 313(a)(11), (c), Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3507, ef-
fective immediately after enactment of Pub. L. 102–408, 
approved Oct. 13, 1992. 

A prior section 843 of act July 1, 1944, was renumbered 
section 853, and was classified to section 298b of this 
title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 105–392. 

Another prior section 297j, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, 
title VIII, § 845, formerly § 860, as added Aug. 16, 1968, 
Pub. L. 90–490, title II, § 223(a), 82 Stat. 785; amended 
July 9, 1971, Pub. L. 92–52, § 4, 85 Stat. 145; Nov. 18, 1971, 
Pub. L. 92–158, § 7, 85 Stat. 478; renumbered § 845 and 
amended July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 902(f), 
937, 941(j)(1), (2), 89 Stat. 355, 363, 366; Sept. 29, 1979, Pub. 
L. 96–76, title I, § 110(a), (b), 93 Stat. 580; Aug. 13, 1981, 
Pub. L. 97–35, title XXVII, § 2758(a), (b), 95 Stat. 932, set 
forth provisions relating to scholarship grants to 
schools of nursing, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–92, 
§ 9(a)(2), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 400, eff. Oct. 1, 1985. 

A prior section 845 of act July 1, 1944, was renumbered 
section 855, and was classified to section 298b–2 of this 
title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 105–392. 

A prior section 297k, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 846, formerly § 861, as added Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 
90–490, title II, § 223(a), 82 Stat. 786; renumbered § 846 and 
amended July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 941(j)(1), 
(3), 89 Stat. 366, related to transfers of funds to student 
loan program, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 97–35, title 
XXVII, § 2758(c), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 932. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1985, see section 10(a) of Pub. 
L. 99–92, set out as an Effective Date of 1985 Amend-
ment note under section 297a of this title. 

§ 297n. Loan repayment and scholarship pro-
grams 

(a) In general 

In the case of any individual— 

(1) who has received a baccalaureate or asso-
ciate degree in nursing (or an equivalent de-
gree), a diploma in nursing, or a graduate de-
gree in nursing; 

(2) who obtained (A) one or more loans from 
a loan fund established under subpart II,1 or 
(B) any other educational loan for nurse train-
ing costs; and 

(3) who enters into an agreement with the 
Secretary to serve as nurse for a period of not 
less than two years at a health care facility 
with a critical shortage of nurses; 

the Secretary shall make payments in accord-
ance with subsection (b) of this section, for and 
on behalf of that individual, on the principal of 
and interest on any loan of that individual de-
scribed in paragraph (2) of this subsection which 
is outstanding on the date the individual begins 
the service specified in the agreement described 
in paragraph (3) of this subsection. After fiscal 
year 2007, the Secretary may not, pursuant to 
any agreement entered into under this sub-
section, assign a nurse to any private entity un-
less that entity is nonprofit. 

(b) Manner of payments 

The payments described in subsection (a) of 
this section shall be made by the Secretary as 
follows: 

(1) Upon completion by the individual for 
whom the payments are to be made of the first 
year of the service specified in the agreement 
entered into with the Secretary under sub-
section (a) of this section, the Secretary shall 
pay 30 percent of the principal of, and the in-
terest on each loan of such individual de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2) of this section 
which is outstanding on the date he began 
such practice. 

(2) Upon completion by that individual of 
the second year of such service, the Secretary 
shall pay another 30 percent of the principal 
of, and the interest on each such loan. 

(3) Upon completion by that individual of a 
third year of such service, the Secretary shall 
pay another 25 percent of the principal of, and 
the interest on each such loan. 

(c) Payment by due date 

Notwithstanding the requirement of comple-
tion of practice specified in subsection (b) of this 
section, the Secretary shall, on or before the due 
date thereof, pay any loan or loan installment 
which may fall due within the period of service 
for which the borrower may receive payments 
under this subsection, upon the declaration of 
such borrower, at such times and in such man-
ner as the Secretary may prescribe (and sup-
ported by such other evidence as the Secretary 
may reasonably require), that the borrower is 
then serving as described by subsection (a)(3) of 
this section, and that the borrower will continue 
to so serve for the period required (in the ab-
sence of this subsection) to entitle the borrower 
to have made the payments provided by this 
subsection for such period; except that not more 
than 85 percent of the principal of any such loan 
shall be paid pursuant to this subsection. 



Page 768 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 297n 

(d) Scholarship program 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall (for fiscal years 2003 and 
2004) and may (for fiscal years thereafter) 
carry out a program of entering into contracts 
with eligible individuals under which such in-
dividuals agree to serve as nurses for a period 
of not less than 2 years at a health care facil-
ity with a critical shortage of nurses, in con-
sideration of the Federal Government agreeing 
to provide to the individuals scholarships for 
attendance at schools of nursing. 

(2) Eligible individuals 

In this subsection, the term ‘‘eligible indi-
vidual’’ means an individual who is enrolled or 
accepted for enrollment as a full-time or part- 
time student in a school of nursing. 

(3) Service requirement 

(A) In general 

The Secretary may not enter into a con-
tract with an eligible individual under this 
subsection unless the individual agrees to 
serve as a nurse at a health care facility 
with a critical shortage of nurses for a pe-
riod of full-time service of not less than 2 
years, or for a period of part-time service in 
accordance with subparagraph (B). 

(B) Part-time service 

An individual may complete the period of 
service described in subparagraph (A) on a 
part-time basis if the individual has a writ-
ten agreement that— 

(i) is entered into by the facility and the 
individual and is approved by the Sec-
retary; and 

(ii) provides that the period of obligated 
service will be extended so that the aggre-
gate amount of service performed will 
equal the amount of service that would be 
performed through a period of full-time 
service of not less than 2 years. 

(4) Applicability of certain provisions 

The provisions of subpart III of part D of 
subchapter II of this chapter shall, except as 
inconsistent with this section, apply to the 
program established in paragraph (1) in the 
same manner and to the same extent as such 
provisions apply to the National Health Serv-
ice Corps Scholarship Program established in 
such subpart. 

(e) Preferences regarding participants 

In entering into agreements under subsection 
(a) or (d) of this section, the Secretary shall give 
preference to qualified applicants with the 
greatest financial need. 

(f) Condition of agreement 

The Secretary may make payments under sub-
section (a) of this section on behalf of an indi-
vidual only if the agreement under such sub-
section provides that section 298b–7(c) 1 of this 
title is applicable to the individual. 

(g) Breach of agreement 

(1) In general 

In the case of any program under this sec-
tion under which an individual makes an 

agreement to provide health services for a pe-
riod of time in accordance with such program 
in consideration of receiving an award of Fed-
eral funds regarding education as a nurse (in-
cluding an award for the repayment of loans), 
the following applies if the agreement provides 
that this subsection is applicable: 

(A) In the case of a program under this sec-
tion that makes an award of Federal funds 
for attending an accredited program of nurs-
ing (in this section referred to as a ‘‘nursing 
program’’), the individual is liable to the 
Federal Government for the amount of such 
award (including amounts provided for ex-
penses related to such attendance), and for 
interest on such amount at the maximum 
legal prevailing rate, if the individual— 

(i) fails to maintain an acceptable level 
of academic standing in the nursing pro-
gram (as indicated by the program in ac-
cordance with requirements established by 
the Secretary); 

(ii) is dismissed from the nursing pro-
gram for disciplinary reasons; or 

(iii) voluntarily terminates the nursing 
program. 

(B) The individual is liable to the Federal 
Government for the amount of such award 
(including amounts provided for expenses re-
lated to such attendance), and for interest 
on such amount at the maximum legal pre-
vailing rate, if the individual fails to provide 
health services in accordance with the pro-
gram under this section for the period of 
time applicable under the program. 

(2) Waiver or suspension of liability 

In the case of an individual or health facility 
making an agreement for purposes of para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall provide for the 
waiver or suspension of liability under such 
subsection if compliance by the individual or 
the health facility, as the case may be, with 
the agreements involved is impossible, or 
would involve extreme hardship to the individ-
ual or facility, and if enforcement of the 
agreements with respect to the individual or 
facility would be unconscionable. 

(3) Date certain for recovery 

Subject to paragraph (2), any amount that 
the Federal Government is entitled to recover 
under paragraph (1) shall be paid to the United 
States not later than the expiration of the 3- 
year period beginning on the date the United 
States becomes so entitled. 

(4) Availability 

Amounts recovered under paragraph (1) with 
respect to a program under this section shall 
be available for the purposes of such program, 
and shall remain available for such purposes 
until expended. 

(h) Reports 

Not later than 18 months after August 1, 2002, 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall pre-
pare and submit to the Congress a report de-
scribing the programs carried out under this 
section, including statements regarding— 

(1) the number of enrollees, scholarships, 
loan repayments, and grant recipients; 
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(2) the number of graduates; 
(3) the amount of scholarship payments and 

loan repayments made; 
(4) which educational institution the recipi-

ents attended; 
(5) the number and placement location of the 

scholarship and loan repayment recipients at 
health care facilities with a critical shortage 
of nurses; 

(6) the default rate and actions required; 
(7) the amount of outstanding default funds 

of both the scholarship and loan repayment 
programs; 

(8) to the extent that it can be determined, 
the reason for the default; 

(9) the demographics of the individuals par-
ticipating in the scholarship and loan repay-
ment programs; 

(10) justification for the allocation of funds 
between the scholarship and loan repayment 
programs; and 

(11) an evaluation of the overall costs and 
benefits of the programs. 

(i) Funding 

(1) Authorization of appropriations 

For the purpose of payments under agree-
ments entered into under subsection (a) or (d) 
of this section, there are authorized to be ap-
propriated such sums as may be necessary for 
each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007. 

(2) Allocations 

Of the amounts appropriated under para-
graph (1), the Secretary may, as determined 
appropriate by the Secretary, allocate 
amounts between the program under sub-
section (a) of this section and the program 
under subsection (d) of this section. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 846, as added 
Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 211(a)(3), Oct. 13, 1992, 
106 Stat. 2078; amended Pub. L. 105–392, title I, 
§ 133(d), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3576; Pub. L. 
107–205, title I, § 103, Aug. 1, 2002, 116 Stat. 813.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Subpart II, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), probably 
should be ‘‘this part’’ to reflect the redesignation of 
subpart II of former part B of this subchapter as part 
E of this subchapter by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(2), 
Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

Section 298b–7(c) of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(f), was repealed by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 
13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 297n, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 847, as added Nov. 4, 1988, Pub. L. 100–607, title 
VII, § 716, 102 Stat. 3163; amended Nov. 18, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–690, title II, § 2616(b), 102 Stat. 4240, established a 
demonstration program for student loans with respect 
to service in certain health care facilities in under-
served areas, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 102–408, title II, 
§ 210, Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2078. 

A prior section 846 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 297k of this title and was repealed by Pub. L. 
97–35. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Loan re-
payment and scholarship programs’’ for ‘‘Loan repay-
ment program’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(a)(2), inserted at end 
of concluding provisions ‘‘After fiscal year 2007, the 

Secretary may not, pursuant to any agreement entered 
into under this subsection, assign a nurse to any pri-
vate entity unless that entity is nonprofit.’’ 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(a)(1), substituted 
‘‘at a health care facility with a critical shortage of 
nurses’’ for ‘‘in an Indian Health Service health center, 
in a Native Hawaiian health center, in a public hos-
pital, in a migrant health center, in a community 
health center, in a rural health clinic, or in a public or 
nonprofit private health facility determined by the 
Secretary to have a critical shortage of nurses’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(b)(4), added subsec. 
(d). Former subsec. (d) redesignated (f). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(c), substituted 
‘‘under subsection (a) or (d) of this section, the Sec-
retary shall give preference to qualified applicants with 
the greatest financial need.’’ for ‘‘under subsection (a) 
of this section, the Secretary shall give preference— 

‘‘(1) to qualified applicants with the greatest finan-
cial need; and 

‘‘(2) to qualified applicants that, with respect to 
health facilities described in such subsection, agree 
to serve in such health facilities located in geo-
graphic areas with a shortage of and need for nurses, 
as determined by the Secretary.’’ 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(b)(2), (3), redesig-

nated subsec. (d) as (f) and transferred it to appear 
after subsec. (e). Former subsec. (f) redesignated (h). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(b)(2), (3), redesig-
nated subsec. (h) as (g) and transferred it to appear 
after subsec. (f). Former subsec. (g) redesignated (i). 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(b)(2), (d), redesig-
nated subsec. (f) as (h) and amended it generally. Prior 
to amendment, text of subsec. read as follows: ‘‘For 
purposes of this section: 

‘‘(1) The term ‘community health center’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 254c(a) of this 
title. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘migrant health center’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 254b(a)(1) of this 
title. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘rural health clinic’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1395x(aa)(2) of this title.’’ 

Former subsec. (h) redesignated (g). 
Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 107–205, § 103(b)(2), (e), redesig-

nated subsec. (g) as (i) and amended it generally. Prior 
to amendment, text of subsec. read as follows: ‘‘For the 
purpose of payments under agreements entered into 
under subsection (a) of this section, there are author-
ized to be appropriated $5,000,000 for fiscal year 1993, 
and $6,000,000 for fiscal year 1994.’’ 

1998—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 105–392 added subsec. (h). 

REFERENCE TO COMMUNITY, MIGRANT, PUBLIC HOUSING, 
OR HOMELESS HEALTH CENTER CONSIDERED REF-
ERENCE TO HEALTH CENTER 

Reference to community health center, migrant 
health center, public housing health center, or home-
less health center considered reference to health cen-
ter, see section 4(c) of Pub. L. 104–299, set out as a note 
under section 254b of this title. 

§ 297n–1. Nurse faculty loan program 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration, may enter into an agreement with 
any school of nursing for the establishment and 
operation of a student loan fund in accordance 
with this section, to increase the number of 
qualified nursing faculty. 

(b) Agreements 

Each agreement entered into under subsection 
(a) of this section shall— 

(1) provide for the establishment of a stu-
dent loan fund by the school involved; 
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(2) provide for deposit in the fund of— 
(A) the Federal capital contributions to 

the fund; 
(B) an amount equal to not less than one- 

ninth of such Federal capital contributions, 
contributed by such school; 

(C) collections of principal and interest on 
loans made from the fund; and 

(D) any other earnings of the fund; 

(3) provide that the fund will be used only 
for loans to students of the school in accord-
ance with subsection (c) of this section and for 
costs of collection of such loans and interest 
thereon; 

(4) provide that loans may be made from 
such fund only to students pursuing a full- 
time course of study or, at the discretion of 
the Secretary, a part-time course of study in 
an advanced degree program described in sec-
tion 296j(b) of this title; and 

(5) contain such other provisions as are nec-
essary to protect the financial interests of the 
United States. 

(c) Loan provisions 

Loans from any student loan fund established 
by a school pursuant to an agreement under sub-
section (a) of this section shall be made to an in-
dividual on such terms and conditions as the 
school may determine, except that— 

(1) such terms and conditions are subject to 
any conditions, limitations, and requirements 
prescribed by the Secretary; 

(2) in the case of any individual, the total of 
the loans for any academic year made by 
schools of nursing from loan funds established 
pursuant to agreements under subsection (a) 
of this section may not exceed $30,000, plus any 
amount determined by the Secretary on an an-
nual basis to reflect inflation; 

(3) an amount up to 85 percent of any such 
loan (plus interest thereon) shall be canceled 
by the school as follows: 

(A) upon completion by the individual of 
each of the first, second, and third year of 
full-time employment, required by the loan 
agreement entered into under this sub-
section, as a faculty member in a school of 
nursing, the school shall cancel 20 percent of 
the principle of, and the interest on, the 
amount of such loan unpaid on the first day 
of such employment; and 

(B) upon completion by the individual of 
the fourth year of full-time employment, re-
quired by the loan agreement entered into 
under this subsection, as a faculty member 
in a school of nursing, the school shall can-
cel 25 percent of the principle of, and the in-
terest on, the amount of such loan unpaid on 
the first day of such employment; 

(4) such a loan may be used to pay the cost 
of tuition, fees, books, laboratory expenses, 
and other reasonable education expenses; 

(5) such a loan shall be repayable in equal or 
graduated periodic installments (with the 
right of the borrower to accelerate repayment) 
over the 10-year period that begins 9 months 
after the individual ceases to pursue a course 
of study at a school of nursing; and 

(6) such a loan shall— 

(A) beginning on the date that is 3 months 
after the individual ceases to pursue a 
course of study at a school of nursing, bear 
interest on the unpaid balance of the loan at 
the rate of 3 percent per annum; or 

(B) subject to subsection (e) of this sec-
tion, if the school of nursing determines that 
the individual will not complete such course 
of study or serve as a faculty member as re-
quired under the loan agreement under this 
subsection, bear interest on the unpaid bal-
ance of the loan at the prevailing market 
rate. 

(d) Payment of proportionate share 

Where all or any part of a loan, or interest, is 
canceled under this section, the Secretary shall 
pay to the school an amount equal to the 
school’s proportionate share of the canceled por-
tion, as determined by the Secretary. 

(e) Review by Secretary 

At the request of the individual involved, the 
Secretary may review any determination by a 
school of nursing under subsection (c)(6)(B) of 
this section. 

(f) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 846A, as added 
Pub. L. 107–205, title II, § 203, Aug. 1, 2002, 116 
Stat. 817.) 

PART F—FUNDING 

§ 297q. Funding 

(a) Authorization of appropriations 

For the purpose of carrying out parts B, C, and 
D of this subchapter (subject to section 297t(g) 
of this title), there are authorized to be appro-
priated $65,000,000 for fiscal year 1998, and such 
sums as may be necessary for each of the fiscal 
years 1999 through 2002. 

(b) Allocations for fiscal years 1998 through 2002 

(1) Nurse practitioners; nurse midwives 

(A) Fiscal year 1998 

Of the amount appropriated under sub-
section (a) of this section for fiscal year 1998, 
the Secretary shall reserve not less than 
$17,564,000 for making awards of grants and 
contracts under section 296m of this title as 
such section was in effect for fiscal year 
1998. 

(B) Fiscal years 1999 through 2002 

Of the amount appropriated under sub-
section (a) of this section for fiscal year 1999 
or any of the fiscal years 2000 through 2002, 
the Secretary, subject to subsection (d) of 
this section, shall reserve for the fiscal year 
involved, for making awards of grants and 
contracts under part B of this subchapter 
with respect to nurse practitioners and 
nurse midwives, not less than the percentage 
constituted by the ratio of the amount ap-
propriated under section 296m of this title as 
such section was in effect for fiscal year 1998 
to the total of the amounts appropriated 
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under this subchapter for such fiscal year. 
For purposes of the preceding sentence, the 
Secretary, in determining the amount that 
has been reserved for the fiscal year in-
volved, shall include any amounts appro-
priated under subsection (a) of this section 
for the fiscal year that are obligated by the 
Secretary to continue in effect grants or 
contracts under section 296m of this title as 
such section was in effect for fiscal year 
1998. 

(2) Nurse anesthetists 

(A) Fiscal year 1998 

Of the amount appropriated under sub-
section (a) of this section for fiscal year 1998, 
the Secretary shall reserve not less than 
$2,761,000 for making awards of grants and 
contracts under section 297–1 of this title as 
such section was in effect for fiscal year 
1998. 

(B) Fiscal years 1999 through 2002 

Of the amount appropriated under sub-
section (a) of this section for fiscal year 1999 
or any of the fiscal years 2000 through 2002, 
the Secretary, subject to subsection (d) of 
this section, shall reserve for the fiscal year 
involved, for making awards of grants and 
contracts under part B of this subchapter 
with respect to nurse anesthetists, not less 
than the percentage constituted by the ratio 
of the amount appropriated under section 
297–1 of this title as such section was in ef-
fect for fiscal year 1998 to the total of the 
amounts appropriated under this subchapter 
for such fiscal year. For purposes of the pre-
ceding sentence, the Secretary, in determin-
ing the amount that has been reserved for 
the fiscal year involved, shall include any 
amounts appropriated under subsection (a) 
of this section for the fiscal year that are 
obligated by the Secretary to continue in ef-
fect grants or contracts under section 297–1 
of this title as such section was in effect for 
fiscal year 1998. 

(c) Allocations after fiscal year 2002 

(1) In general 

For fiscal year 2003 and subsequent fiscal 
years, amounts appropriated under subsection 
(a) of this section for the fiscal year involved 
shall be allocated by the Secretary among 
parts B, C, and D of this subchapter (and pro-
grams within such parts) according to a meth-
odology that is developed in accordance with 
paragraph (2). The Secretary shall enter into a 
contract with a public or private entity for the 
purpose of developing the methodology. The 
contract shall require that the development of 
the methodology be completed not later than 
February 1, 2002. 

(2) Use of certain factors 

The contract under paragraph (1) shall pro-
vide that the methodology under such para-
graph will be developed in accordance with the 
following: 

(A) The methodology will take into ac-
count the need for and the distribution of 
health services among medically under-
served populations, as determined according 

to the factors that apply under section 
254b(b)(3) of this title. 

(B) The methodology will take into ac-
count the need for and the distribution of 
health services in health professional short-
age areas, as determined according to the 
factors that apply under section 254e(b) of 
this title. 

(C) The methodology will take into ac-
count the need for and the distribution of 
mental health services among medically un-
derserved populations and in health profes-
sional shortage areas. 

(D) The methodology will be developed in 
consultation with individuals in the field of 
nursing, including registered nurses, nurse 
practitioners, nurse midwives, nurse anes-
thetists, clinical nurse specialists, nursing 
educators and educational institutions, 
nurse executives, pediatric nurse associates 
and practitioners, and women’s health, ob-
stetric, and neonatal nurses. 

(E) The methodology will take into ac-
count the following factors with respect to 
the States: 

(i) A provider population ratio equiva-
lent to a managed care formula of 1/1,500 
for primary care services. 

(ii) The use of whole rather than frac-
tional counts in determining the number 
of health care providers. 

(iii) The counting of only employed 
health care providers in determining the 
number of health care providers. 

(iv) The number of families whose in-
come is less than 200 percent of the official 
poverty line (as established by the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et and revised by the Secretary in accord-
ance with section 9902(2) of this title). 

(v) The rate of infant mortality and the 
rate of low-birthweight births. 

(vi) The percentage of the general popu-
lation constituted by individuals who are 
members of racial or ethnic minority 
groups, stated both by minority group and 
in the aggregate. 

(vii) The percentage of the general popu-
lation constituted by individuals who are 
of Hispanic ethnicity. 

(viii) The number of individuals residing 
in health professional shortage areas, and 
the number of individuals who are mem-
bers of medically underserved populations. 

(ix) The percentage of the general popu-
lation constituted by elderly individuals. 

(x) The extent to which the populations 
served have a choice of providers. 

(xi) The impact of care on hospitaliza-
tions and emergency room use. 

(xii) The number of individuals who lack 
proficiency in speaking the English lan-
guage. 

(xiii) Such additional factors as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate. 

(3) Report to Congress 

Not later than 30 days after the completion 
of the development of the methodology re-
quired in paragraph (1), the Secretary shall 
submit to the Committee on Commerce of the 
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House of Representatives, and to the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources of the Sen-
ate, a report describing the methodology and 
explaining the effects of the methodology on 
the allocation among parts B, C, and D of this 
subchapter (and programs within such parts) 
of amounts appropriated under subsection (a) 
of this section for the first fiscal year for 
which the methodology will be in effect. Such 
explanation shall include a comparison of the 
allocation for such fiscal year with the alloca-
tion made under this section for the preceding 
fiscal year. 

(d) Use of methodology before fiscal year 2003 

With respect to the fiscal years 1999 through 
2002, if the report required in subsection (c)(3) of 
this section is submitted in accordance with 
such subsection not later than 90 days before the 
beginning of such a fiscal year, the Secretary 
may for such year implement the methodology 
described in the report (rather than implement-
ing the methodology in fiscal year 2003), in 
which case subsection (b) of this section ceases 
to be in effect. The authority under the preced-
ing sentence is subject to the condition that the 
fiscal year for which the methodology is imple-
mented be the same fiscal year identified in 
such report as the fiscal year for which the 
methodology will first be in effect. 

(e) Authority for use of additional factors in 
methodology 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall make the determina-
tions specified in paragraph (2). For any fiscal 
year beginning after the first fiscal year for 
which the methodology under subsection (c)(1) 
of this section is in effect, the Secretary may 
alter the methodology by including the infor-
mation from such determinations as factors in 
the methodology. 

(2) Relevant determinations 

The determinations referred to in paragraph 
(1) are as follows: 

(A) The need for and the distribution of 
health services among populations for which 
it is difficult to determine the number of in-
dividuals who are in the population, such as 
homeless individuals; migratory and sea-
sonal agricultural workers and their fami-
lies; individuals infected with the human im-
munodeficiency virus, and individuals who 
abuse drugs. 

(B) In the case of a population for which 
the determinations under subparagraph (A) 
are made, the extent to which the popu-
lation includes individuals who are members 
of racial or ethnic minority groups and a 
specification of the skills needed to provide 
health services to such individuals in the 
language and the educational and cultural 
context that is most appropriate to the indi-
viduals. 

(C) Data, obtained from the Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
on rates of morbidity and mortality among 
various populations (including data on the 
rates of maternal and infant mortality and 
data on the rates of low-birthweight births 
of living infants). 

(D) Data from the Health Plan Employer 
Data and Information Set, as appropriate. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 841, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(5), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3569.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 296m of this title, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), 
was repealed and a new section 296m was enacted by 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(1), (4), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3562, 3568. 

Section 297–1 of this title, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), 
was repealed by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 841 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 297h of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
99–92. 

Another prior section 841 of act July 1, 1944, was re-
numbered section 851, and was classified to section 298 
of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 105–392. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Commerce of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
House of Representatives, and jurisdiction over matters 
relating to securities and exchanges and insurance gen-
erally transferred to Committee on Financial Services 
of House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 5, 
One Hundred Seventh Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

Committee on Labor and Human Resources of Senate 
changed to Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions of Senate by Senate Resolution No. 20, 
One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 19, 1999. 

PART G—NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
NURSE EDUCATION AND PRACTICE 

§ 297t. National Advisory Council on Nurse Edu-
cation and Practice 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish an advisory 
council to be known as the National Advisory 
Council on Nurse Education and Practice (in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Advisory Coun-
cil’’). 

(b) Composition 

(1) In general 

The Advisory Council shall be composed of— 
(A) not less than 21, nor more than 23 indi-

viduals, who are not officers or employees of 
the Federal Government, appointed by the 
Secretary without regard to the Federal 
civil service laws, of which— 

(i) 2 shall be selected from full-time stu-
dents enrolled in schools of nursing; 

(ii) 2 shall be selected from the general 
public; 

(iii) 2 shall be selected from practicing 
professional nurses; and 

(iv) 9 shall be selected from among the 
leading authorities in the various fields of 
nursing, higher, secondary education, and 
associate degree schools of nursing, and 
from representatives of advanced edu-
cation nursing groups (such as nurse prac-
titioners, nurse midwives, and nurse anes-
thetists), hospitals, and other institutions 
and organizations which provide nursing 
services; and 

(B) the Secretary (or the delegate of the 
Secretary (who shall be an ex officio member 
and shall serve as the Chairperson)). 
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(2) Appointment 

Not later than 90 days after November 13, 
1998, the Secretary shall appoint the members 
of the Advisory Council and each such member 
shall serve a 4 year term. In making such ap-
pointments, the Secretary shall ensure a fair 
balance between the nursing professions, a 
broad geographic representation of members 
and a balance between urban and rural mem-
bers. Members shall be appointed based on 
their competence, interest, and knowledge of 
the mission of the profession involved. A ma-
jority of the members shall be nurses. 

(3) Minority representation 

In appointing the members of the Advisory 
Council under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall ensure the adequate representation of 
minorities. 

(c) Vacancies 

(1) In general 

A vacancy on the Advisory Council shall be 
filled in the manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made and shall be subject to 
any conditions which applied with respect to 
the original appointment. 

(2) Filling unexpired term 

An individual chosen to fill a vacancy shall 
be appointed for the unexpired term of the 
member replaced. 

(d) Duties 

The Advisory Council shall— 
(1) provide advice and recommendations to 

the Secretary and Congress concerning policy 
matters arising in the administration of this 
subchapter, including the range of issues re-
lating to the nurse workforce, education, and 
practice improvement; 

(2) provide advice to the Secretary and Con-
gress in the preparation of general regulations 
and with respect to policy matters arising in 
the administration of this subchapter, includ-
ing the range of issues relating to nurse sup-
ply, education and practice improvement; and 

(3) not later than 3 years after November 13, 
1998, and annually thereafter, prepare and sub-
mit to the Secretary, the Committee on Labor 
and Human Resources of the Senate, and the 
Committee on Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives, a report describing the activities 
of the Council, including findings and recom-
mendations made by the Council concerning 
the activities under this subchapter. 

(e) Meetings and documents 

(1) Meetings 

The Advisory Council shall meet not less 
than 2 times each year. Such meetings shall be 
held jointly with other related entities estab-
lished under this subchapter where appro-
priate. 

(2) Documents 

Not later than 14 days prior to the convening 
of a meeting under paragraph (1), the Advisory 
Council shall prepare and make available an 
agenda of the matters to be considered by the 
Advisory Council at such meeting. At any 
such meeting, the Advisory Council shall dis-

tribute materials with respect to the issues to 
be addressed at the meeting. Not later than 30 
days after the adjourning of such a meeting, 
the Advisory Council shall prepare and make 
available a summary of the meeting and any 
actions taken by the Council based upon the 
meeting. 

(f) Compensation and expenses 

(1) Compensation 

Each member of the Advisory Council shall 
be compensated at a rate equal to the daily 
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay pre-
scribed for level IV of the Executive Schedule 
under section 5315 of title 5 for each day (in-
cluding travel time) during which such mem-
ber is engaged in the performance of the duties 
of the Council. All members of the Council 
who are officers or employees of the United 
States shall serve without compensation in 
addition to that received for their services as 
officers or employees of the United States. 

(2) Expenses 

The members of the Advisory Council shall 
be allowed travel expenses, including per diem 
in lieu of subsistence, at rates authorized for 
employees of agencies under subchapter I of 
chapter 57 of title 5 while away from their 
homes or regular places of business in the per-
formance of services for the Council. 

(g) Funding 

Amounts appropriated under this subchapter 
may be utilized by the Secretary to support the 
nurse education and practice activities of the 
Council. 

(h) FACA 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act shall 
apply to the Advisory Committee under this sec-
tion only to the extent that the provisions of 
such Act do not conflict with the requirements 
of this section. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 845, as added 
Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(5), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3572.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal civil-service laws, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(1)(A), are set forth in Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees. See, particularly, section 3301 et 
seq. of Title 5. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (h), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, as 
amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

November 13, 1998, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), was in 
the original ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’, which 
was translated as meaning the date of enactment of 
Pub. L. 105–392, which enacted this part, to reflect the 
probable intent of Congress. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 845 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 297j of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
99–92. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Commerce of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
House of Representatives, and jurisdiction over matters 
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relating to securities and exchanges and insurance gen-
erally transferred to Committee on Financial Services 
of House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 5, 
One Hundred Seventh Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

Committee on Labor and Human Resources of Senate 
changed to Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions of Senate by Senate Resolution No. 20, 
One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 19, 1999. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Pub. L. 93–641, § 6, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2275, set out as 
a note under section 217a of this title, provided that an 
advisory committee established pursuant to the Public 
Health Service Act shall terminate at such time as 
may be specifically prescribed by an Act of Congress 
enacted after Jan. 4, 1975. 

PART H—PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

§ 297w. Public service announcements 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall develop and issue public 
service announcements that advertise and pro-
mote the nursing profession, highlight the ad-
vantages and rewards of nursing, and encourage 
individuals to enter the nursing profession. 

(b) Method 

The public service announcements described in 
subsection (a) of this section shall be broadcast 
through appropriate media outlets, including 
television or radio, in a manner intended to 
reach as wide and diverse an audience as pos-
sible. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 851, as added 
Pub. L. 107–205, title I, § 102, Aug. 1, 2002, 116 
Stat. 812.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 851 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 298 of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
105–392. 

§ 297x. State and local public service announce-
ments 

(a) In general 

The Secretary may award grants to eligible 
entities to support State and local advertising 
campaigns through appropriate media outlets to 
promote the nursing profession, highlight the 
advantages and rewards of nursing, and encour-
age individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds 
to enter the nursing profession. 

(b) Use of funds 

An eligible entity that receives a grant under 
subsection (a) of this section shall use funds re-
ceived through such grant to acquire local tele-
vision and radio time, place advertisements in 
local newspapers, or post information on bill-
boards or on the Internet in a manner intended 
to reach as wide and diverse an audience as pos-
sible, in order to— 

(1) advertise and promote the nursing profes-
sion; 

(2) promote nursing education programs; 
(3) inform the public of financial assistance 

regarding such education programs; 

(4) highlight individuals in the community 
who are practicing nursing in order to recruit 
new nurses; or 

(5) provide any other information to recruit 
individuals for the nursing profession. 

(c) Limitation 

An eligible entity that receives a grant under 
subsection (a) of this section shall not use funds 
received through such grant to advertise par-
ticular employment opportunities. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 852, as added 
Pub. L. 107–205, title I, § 102, Aug. 1, 2002, 116 
Stat. 812.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 852 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 298a of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
105–392. 

PART I—COMPREHENSIVE GERIATRIC EDUCATION 

§ 298. Comprehensive geriatric education 

(a) Program authorized 

The Secretary shall award grants to eligible 
entities to develop and implement, in coordina-
tion with programs under section 294c of this 
title, programs and initiatives to train and edu-
cate individuals in providing geriatric care for 
the elderly. 

(b) Use of funds 

An eligible entity that receives a grant under 
subsection (a) of this section shall use funds 
under such grant to— 

(1) provide training to individuals who will 
provide geriatric care for the elderly; 

(2) develop and disseminate curricula relat-
ing to the treatment of the health problems of 
elderly individuals; 

(3) train faculty members in geriatrics; or 
(4) provide continuing education to individ-

uals who provide geriatric care. 

(c) Application 

An eligible entity desiring a grant under sub-
section (a) of this section shall submit an appli-
cation to the Secretary at such time, in such 
manner, and containing such information as the 
Secretary may reasonably require. 

(d) Eligible entity 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘eligi-
ble entity’’ includes a school of nursing, a 
health care facility, a program leading to cer-
tification as a certified nurse assistant, a part-
nership of such a school and facility, or a part-
nership of such a program and facility. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 855, as added 
Pub. L. 107–205, title II, § 202(a), Aug. 1, 2002, 116 
Stat. 816.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 298, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 851, formerly § 841, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 
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1964, 78 Stat. 917; amended Pub. L. 89–751, § 3(b), Nov. 3, 
1966, 80 Stat. 1230; Pub. L. 91–515, title VI, § 601(b)(2), 
Oct. 30, 1970, 84 Stat. 1311; Pub. L. 92–158, §§ 9, 13, Nov. 
18, 1971, 85 Stat. 479, 480; renumbered § 851 and amended 
Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 941(k)(1), (2), July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 366; Pub. L. 97–35, title XXVII, § 2759(a), Aug. 13, 
1981, 95 Stat. 932; Pub. L. 99–92, § 9(d), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 
Stat. 402; Pub. L. 100–607, title VII, § 721(a), Nov. 4, 1988, 
102 Stat. 3165; Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 212, Oct. 13, 1992, 
106 Stat. 2079, related to Advisory Council on Nurse 
Education and Practice, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. See 
section 297t of this title. 

A prior section 855 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 298b–2 of this title, prior to renumbering by 
Pub. L. 105–392 and transfer to section 296g of this title. 

Prior sections 298a to 298b–1 were repealed by Pub. L. 
105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

Section 298a, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 852, 
formerly § 842, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 
78 Stat. 918; renumbered § 852 and amended Pub. L. 
94–63, title IX, § 941(k)(1), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 366, di-
rected Federal noninterference with administration of 
institutions. 

Section 298b, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, § 853, 
formerly § 843, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 1964, 
78 Stat. 918; amended Pub. L. 89–290, § 5(b), Oct. 22, 1965, 
79 Stat. 1058; Pub. L. 90–490, title II, §§ 203, 204, 213, 231, 
Aug. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 780, 783, 787; Pub. L. 92–158, 
§ 2(d)(1), (2), Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 467, 468; renumbered 
§ 853 and amended Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 941(k)(1), (3), 
July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 366, 367; Pub. L. 96–32, § 7(k), July 
10, 1979, 93 Stat. 84; Pub. L. 97–35, title XXVII, § 2759(b), 
Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 932; Pub. L. 99–92, § 9(e), (f), Aug. 
16, 1985, 99 Stat. 402; Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 202(b), 
Oct. 13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2071, defined terms. 

Section 298b–1, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 854, formerly § 844, as added Pub. L. 92–158, § 10, Nov. 18, 
1971, 85 Stat. 479; renumbered § 854, Pub. L. 94–63, title 
IX, § 941(k)(1), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 366, authorized ad-
vance funding for grants, contracts, or other payments. 

A prior section 298b–2, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 855, formerly § 845, as added Pub. L. 92–158, § 11, 
Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 479; renumbered § 855, Pub. L. 
94–63, title IX, § 941(k)(1), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 366, 
which prohibited discrimination by schools on basis of 
sex, was renumbered section 810 of act July 1, 1944, by 
Pub. L. 105–392 and transferred to section 296g of this 
title. 

Prior sections 298b–3 to 298b–5 were repealed by Pub. 
L. 105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3562. 

Section 298b–3, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 856, as added Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 941(k)(4), July 29, 
1975, 89 Stat. 367; amended Pub. L. 97–35, title XXVII, 
§ 2759(c), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 932; Pub. L. 100–607, title 
VII, § 721(b)(2), Nov. 4, 1988, 102 Stat. 3165, related to 
delegation of authority to administer programs. 

Section 298b–4, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 857, as added Pub. L. 97–414, § 8(m), Jan. 4, 1983, 96 Stat. 
2061, authorized use of funds to provide technical assist-
ance. 

Section 298b–5, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 858, formerly § 804, as added Pub. L. 88–581, § 2, Sept. 4, 
1964, 78 Stat. 911; amended Pub. L. 92–158, §§ 2(d)(3), 13, 
Nov. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 468, 480; Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, 
§ 941(c), July 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 364; renumbered § 858 and 
amended Pub. L. 99–92, § 9(c)(1), Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 
400; Pub. L. 99–129, title II, § 207(e)(1)–(3), Oct. 22, 1985, 99 
Stat. 529, described conditions for United States recov-
ery for construction assistance. 

A prior section 298b–6, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 859, as added Nov. 4, 1988, Pub. L. 100–607, title 
VII, § 722, 102 Stat. 3165; amended Oct. 13, 1992, Pub. L. 
102–408, title II, § 213, 106 Stat. 2080, directed Secretary 
to provide for evaluations of projects carried out pursu-
ant to this subchapter and submit reports to Congress 
summarizing evaluations, and made one percent of 
amount appropriated each fiscal year available to carry 
out section, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 104–66, title I, 
§ 1061(c), Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 719. 

A prior section 298b–7, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 860, as added Pub. L. 102–408, title II, § 209, Oct. 
13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2075; amended Pub. L. 102–531, title III, 
§ 313(a)(10), Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3507; Pub. L. 103–43, 
title XX, § 2014(g), June 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 217, set forth 
certain generally applicable provisions, prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 105–392, title I, § 123(1), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3562. 

A prior section 298c, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 860, as added Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title II, 
§ 223(a), 82 Stat. 785; amended July 9, 1971, Pub. L. 92–52, 
§ 4, 85 Stat. 145; Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, § 7, 85 Stat. 
478, which related to scholarship grants, was renum-
bered section 845 of act July 1, 1944, by Pub. L. 94–63 and 
transferred to section 297j of this title and subse-
quently repealed. 

Another prior section 298c, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, 
title VIII, § 861, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, 
§ 8(b), 80 Stat. 1236, stated the purposes of opportunity 
grants for nursing education and authorized appropria-
tions of $3,000,000, $5,000,000, and $7,000,000 for fiscal 
years ending June 30, 1967, 1968, and 1969, respectively, 
to be available for payments to institutions until close 
of fiscal year succeeding fiscal year for which appro-
priated, prior to the reorganization and amendment of 
this subchapter by Pub. L. 90–490. 

A prior section 298c–1, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 861, as added Aug. 16, 1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title II, 
§ 223(a), 82 Stat. 786, related to transfers to student loan 
program, was renumbered section 846 of act July 1, 1944, 
by Pub. L. 94–63 and transferred to section 297k of this 
title and subsequently repealed. 

Another prior section 298c–1, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, 
title VIII, § 862, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, 
§ 8(b), 80 Stat. 1237, prescribed amount of nursing edu-
cational opportunity grant and provided for its annual 
determination, prior to the reorganization and amend-
ment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 90–490. 

Sections 298c–2 to 298c–6 were omitted in the reorga-
nization and amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 
90–490, title II, § 223, Aug. 16, 1968, 82 Stat. 785. 

Section 298c–2, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 863, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 8(b), 80 Stat. 
1237, related to duration of a nursing educational op-
portunity grant. 

Section 298c–3, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 864, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 8(b), 80 Stat. 
1238, related to selection of recipients of nursing edu-
cational opportunity grants. 

Section 298c–4, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 865, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 8(b), 80 Stat. 
1238, related to allotment of nursing educational oppor-
tunity grant funds among States. 

Section 298c–5, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 866, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 8(b), 80 Stat. 
1238, related to allocation of allotted funds to schools of 
nursing. 

Section 298c–6, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title VIII, 
§ 867, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 8(b), 80 Stat. 
1239, related to agreements with schools of nursing. 

A prior section 298c–7, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 868, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 8(b), 80 
Stat. 1239; amended Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–158, § 8, 85 
Stat. 478; July 29, 1975, Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, § 902(g), 
89 Stat. 355, authorized grants and contracts to encour-
age full utilization of educational talent for nursing 
profession and authorized appropriations from fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1972 through fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1975 for implementation, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 905, 931(b), July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 355, 362, effective July 1, 1975. 

A prior section 298c–8, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title 
VIII, § 869, as added Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–751, § 8(b), 80 
Stat. 1240, defined ‘‘academic year’’, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 94–63, title IX, §§ 941(j)(4), 942, July 29, 1975, 89 
Stat. 366, 367, effective July 1, 1975. 
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SUBCHAPTER VII—AGENCY FOR 
HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND QUALITY 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior subchapter VII, related to the Agency for 
Health Care Policy and Research and consisted of sec-
tions 299 to 299c–6, prior to the general amendment of 
this subchapter by Pub. L. 106–129, § 2(a), Dec. 6, 1999, 113 
Stat. 1653. 

Another prior subchapter VII, related to education, 
research, training, and demonstrations in heart dis-
ease, cancer, stroke, and related diseases and consisted 
of sections 299 to 299j, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–117, 
§ 12(d), Oct. 7, 1985, 99 Stat. 495. 

PART A—ESTABLISHMENT AND GENERAL DUTIES 

§ 299. Mission and duties 

(a) In general 

There is established within the Public Health 
Service an agency to be known as the Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality, which 
shall be headed by a director appointed by the 
Secretary. The Secretary shall carry out this 
subchapter acting through the Director. 

(b) Mission 

The purpose of the Agency is to enhance the 
quality, appropriateness, and effectiveness of 
health services, and access to such services, 
through the establishment of a broad base of sci-
entific research and through the promotion of 
improvements in clinical and health system 
practices, including the prevention of diseases 
and other health conditions. The Agency shall 
promote health care quality improvement by 
conducting and supporting— 

(1) research that develops and presents sci-
entific evidence regarding all aspects of health 
care, including— 

(A) the development and assessment of 
methods for enhancing patient participation 
in their own care and for facilitating shared 
patient-physician decision-making; 

(B) the outcomes, effectiveness, and cost- 
effectiveness of health care practices, in-
cluding preventive measures and long-term 
care; 

(C) existing and innovative technologies; 
(D) the costs and utilization of, and access 

to health care; 
(E) the ways in which health care services 

are organized, delivered, and financed and 
the interaction and impact of these factors 
on the quality of patient care; 

(F) methods for measuring quality and 
strategies for improving quality; and 

(G) ways in which patients, consumers, 
purchasers, and practitioners acquire new 
information about best practices and health 
benefits, the determinants and impact of 
their use of this information; 

(2) the synthesis and dissemination of avail-
able scientific evidence for use by patients, 
consumers, practitioners, providers, pur-
chasers, policy makers, and educators; and 

(3) initiatives to advance private and public 
efforts to improve health care quality. 

(c) Requirements with respect to rural and 
inner-city areas and priority populations 

(1) Research, evaluations and demonstration 
projects 

In carrying out this subchapter, the Director 
shall conduct and support research and eval-
uations, and support demonstration projects, 
with respect to— 

(A) the delivery of health care in inner- 
city areas, and in rural areas (including 
frontier areas); and 

(B) health care for priority populations, 
which shall include— 

(i) low-income groups; 
(ii) minority groups; 
(iii) women; 
(iv) children; 
(v) the elderly; and 
(vi) individuals with special health care 

needs, including individuals with disabil-
ities and individuals who need chronic care 
or end-of-life health care. 

(2) Process to ensure appropriate research 

The Director shall establish a process to en-
sure that the requirements of paragraph (1) 
are reflected in the overall portfolio of re-
search conducted and supported by the Agen-
cy. 

(3) Office of Priority Populations 

The Director shall establish an Office of Pri-
ority Populations to assist in carrying out the 
requirements of paragraph (1). 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IX, § 901, as added Pub. 
L. 106–129, § 2(a), Dec. 6, 1999, 113 Stat. 1653.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 299, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IX, 
§ 901, as added Pub. L. 101–239, title VI, § 6103(a), Dec. 19, 
1989, 103 Stat. 2189; amended Pub. L. 102–410, § 2(a), Oct. 
13, 1992, 106 Stat. 2094, established the Agency for 
Health Care Policy and Research, prior to the general 
amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 106–129. 

Another prior section 299, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, 
title IX, § 900, as added Oct. 6, 1965, Pub. L. 89–239, § 2, 
79 Stat. 926; amended Oct. 30, 1970, Pub. L. 91–515, title 
I, § 102, 84 Stat. 1297, set forth Congressional declaration 
of purpose of this subchapter to encourage and assist 
regional cooperative arrangements among medical 
schools, research institutions, and hospitals for re-
search, training and medical data exchange, and to im-
prove quality and capacity of health manpower and fa-
cilities available throughout the nation, prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 99–117, § 12(d), Oct. 7, 1985, 99 Stat. 495. 

A prior section 901 of act July 1, 1944, was classified 
to section 299a of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
99–117. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Pub. L. 106–129, § 2(b), Dec. 6, 1999, 113 Stat. 1670, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 901(a) of the Public Health 
Service Act [subsec. (a) of this section] (as added by 
subsection (a) of this section) applies as a redesignation 
of the agency that carried out title IX of such Act [this 
subchapter] on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 6, 1999], and not as the termi-
nation of such agency and the establishment of a dif-
ferent agency. The amendment made by subsection (a) 
of this section [enacting this subchapter] does not af-
fect appointments of the personnel of such agency who 
were employed at the agency on the day before such 
date, including the appointments of members of advi-
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