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problems described in subsection (c)(2)(C)(iii) of 
this section that warrant further review or 
delay, the Administrator and each agency head 
shall, not later than 1 year after the release of 
the report in accordance with subsection (c)(3) 
of this section, take additional actions author-
ized under this chapter to establish procurement 
requirements and incentives that provide for the 
use of cement and concrete with increased sub-
stitution of recovered mineral component in the 
construction and maintenance of cement or con-
crete projects, so as to— 

(1) realize more fully the energy savings and 
environmental benefits associated with in-
creased substitution; and 

(2) eliminate barriers identified under sub-
section (c) of this section. 

(e) Effect of section 

Nothing in this section affects the require-
ments of section 6962 of this title (including the 
guidelines and specifications for implementing 
those requirements). 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 6005, as added Pub. L. 
109–59, title VI, § 6017(a), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 
1888.) 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 6005 of Pub. L. 89–272 is classified to 
section 6966 of this title. 

§ 6966b. Use of granular mine tailings 

(a) Mine tailings 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after August 10, 2005, 
the Administrator, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Transportation and heads of 
other Federal agencies, shall establish criteria 
(including an evaluation of whether to estab-
lish a numerical standard for concentration of 
lead and other hazardous substances) for the 
safe and environmentally protective use of 
granular mine tailings from the Tar Creek, 
Oklahoma Mining District, known as ‘‘chat’’, 
for— 

(A) cement or concrete projects; and 
(B) transportation construction projects 

(including transportation construction 
projects involving the use of asphalt) that 
are carried out, in whole or in part, using 
Federal funds. 

(2) Requirements 

In establishing criteria under paragraph (1), 
the Administrator shall consider— 

(A) the current and previous uses of granu-
lar mine tailings as an aggregate for as-
phalt; and 

(B) any environmental and public health 
risks and benefits derived from the removal, 
transportation, and use in transportation 
projects of granular mine tailings. 

(3) Public participation 

In establishing the criteria under paragraph 
(1), the Administrator shall solicit and con-
sider comments from the public. 

(4) Applicability of criteria 

On the establishment of the criteria under 
paragraph (1), any use of the granular mine 

tailings described in paragraph (1) in a trans-
portation project that is carried out, in whole 
or in part, using Federal funds, shall meet the 
criteria established under paragraph (1). 

(b) Effect of sections 

Nothing in this section or section 6966a of this 
title affects any requirement of any law (includ-
ing a regulation) in effect on August 10, 2005. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 6006, as added Pub. L. 
109–59, title VI, § 6018(a), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 
1890.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 6966a of this title, referred to in subsec. (b), 
was in the original ‘‘section 6005’’ meaning section 6005 
of Pub. L. 89–272, which was translated as meaning the 
section 6005 of Pub. L. 89–272 as added by section 6017(a) 
of Pub. L. 109–59, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

§ 6971. Employee protection 

(a) General 

No person shall fire, or in any other way dis-
criminate against, or cause to be fired or dis-
criminated against, any employee or any au-
thorized representative of employees by reason 
of the fact that such employee or representative 
has filed, instituted, or caused to be filed or in-
stituted any proceeding under this chapter or 
under any applicable implementation plan, or 
has testified or is about to testify in any pro-
ceeding resulting from the administration or en-
forcement of the provisions of this chapter or of 
any applicable implementation plan. 

(b) Remedy 

Any employee or a representative of employ-
ees who believes that he has been fired or other-
wise discriminated against by any person in vio-
lation of subsection (a) of this section may, 
within thirty days after such alleged violation 
occurs, apply to the Secretary of Labor for a re-
view of such firing or alleged discrimination. A 
copy of the application shall be sent to such per-
son who shall be the respondent. Upon receipt of 
such application, the Secretary of Labor shall 
cause such investigation to be made as he deems 
appropriate. Such investigation shall provide an 
opportunity for a public hearing at the request 
of any party to such review to enable the parties 
to present information relating to such alleged 
violation. The parties shall be given written no-
tice of the time and place of the hearing at least 
five days prior to the hearing. Any such hearing 
shall be of record and shall be subject to section 
554 of title 5. Upon receiving the report of such 
investigation, the Secretary of Labor shall 
make findings of fact. If he finds that such vio-
lation did occur, he shall issue a decision, incor-
porating an order therein and his findings, re-
quiring the party committing such violation to 
take such affirmative action to abate the viola-
tion as the Secretary of Labor deems appro-
priate, including, but not limited to, the rehir-
ing or reinstatement of the employee or rep-
resentative of employees to his former position 
with compensation. If he finds that there was no 
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such violation, he shall issue an order denying 
the application. Such order issued by the Sec-
retary of Labor under this subparagraph shall be 
subject to judicial review in the same manner as 
orders and decisions of the Administrator or 
subject to judicial review under this chapter. 

(c) Costs 

Whenever an order is issued under this section 
to abate such violation, at the request of the ap-
plicant, a sum equal to the aggregate amount of 
all costs and expenses (including the attorney’s 
fees) as determined by the Secretary of Labor, 
to have been reasonably incurred by the appli-
cant for, or in connection with, the institution 
and prosecution of such proceedings, shall be as-
sessed against the person committing such vio-
lation. 

(d) Exception 

This section shall have no application to any 
employee who, acting without direction from his 
employer (or his agent) deliberately violates any 
requirement of this chapter. 

(e) Employment shifts and loss 

The Administrator shall conduct continuing 
evaluations of potential loss or shifts of employ-
ment which may result from the administration 
or enforcement of the provisions of this chapter 
and applicable implementation plans, including, 
where appropriate, investigating threatened 
plant closures or reductions in employment al-
legedly resulting from such administration or 
enforcement. Any employee who is discharged, 
or laid off, threatened with discharge or layoff, 
or otherwise discriminated against by any per-
son because of the alleged results of such admin-
istration or enforcement, or any representative 
of such employee, may request the Adminis-
trator to conduct a full investigation of the 
matter. The Administrator shall thereupon in-
vestigate the matter and, at the request of any 
party, shall hold public hearings on not less 
than five days’ notice, and shall at such hear-
ings require the parties, including the employer 
involved, to present information relating to the 
actual or potential effect of such administration 
or enforcement on employment and on any al-
leged discharge, layoff, or other discrimination 
and the detailed reasons or justification there-
for. Any such hearing shall be of record and 
shall be subject to section 554 of title 5. Upon re-
ceiving the report of such investigation, the Ad-
ministrator shall make findings of fact as to the 
effect of such administration or enforcement on 
employment and on the alleged discharge, lay-
off, or discrimination and shall make such rec-
ommendations as he deems appropriate. Such 
report, findings, and recommendations shall be 
available to the public. Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to require or author-
ize the Administrator or any State to modify or 
withdraw any standard, limitation, or any other 
requirement of this chapter or any applicable 
implementation plan. 

(f) Occupational safety and health 

In order to assist the Secretary of Labor and 
the Director of the National Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health in carrying out their 
duties under the Occupational Safety and 

Health Act of 1970 [29 U.S.C. 651 et seq.], the Ad-
ministrator shall— 

(1) provide the following information, as 
such information becomes available, to the 
Secretary and the Director: 

(A) the identity of any hazardous waste 
generation, treatment, storage, disposal fa-
cility or site where cleanup is planned or un-
derway; 

(B) information identifying the hazards to 
which persons working at a hazardous waste 
generation, treatment, storage, disposal fa-
cility or site or otherwise handling hazard-
ous waste may be exposed, the nature and 
extent of the exposure, and methods to pro-
tect workers from such hazards; and 

(C) incidents of worker injury or harm at 
a hazardous waste generation, treatment, 
storage or disposal facility or site; and 

(2) notify the Secretary and the Director of 
the Administrator’s receipt of notifications 
under section 6930 or reports under sections 
6922, 6923, and 6924 of this title and make such 
notifications and reports available to the Sec-
retary and the Director. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7001, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2824; amended 
Pub. L. 96–482, § 24, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2347.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, re-
ferred to in subsec. (f), is Pub. L. 91–596, Dec. 29, 1970, 
84 Stat. 1590, as amended, which is classified principally 
to chapter 15 (§ 651 et seq.) of Title 29, Labor. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 651 of Title 29 and 
Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–482 added subsec. (f). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6972. Citizen suits 

(a) In general 

Except as provided in subsection (b) or (c) of 
this section, any person may commence a civil 
action on his own behalf— 

(1)(A) against any person (including (a) the 
United States, and (b) any other governmental 
instrumentality or agency, to the extent per-
mitted by the eleventh amendment to the 
Constitution) who is alleged to be in violation 
of any permit, standard, regulation, condition, 
requirement, prohibition, or order which has 
become effective pursuant to this chapter; or 

(B) against any person, including the United 
States and any other governmental instru-
mentality or agency, to the extent permitted 
by the eleventh amendment to the Constitu-
tion, and including any past or present genera-
tor, past or present transporter, or past or 
present owner or operator of a treatment, 
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1 So in original. The comma probably should be a semicolon. 
2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘1980’’. 

storage, or disposal facility, who has contrib-
uted or who is contributing to the past or 
present handling, storage, treatment, trans-
portation, or disposal of any solid or hazard-
ous waste which may present an imminent and 
substantial endangerment to health or the en-
vironment; or 

(2) against the Administrator where there is 
alleged a failure of the Administrator to per-
form any act or duty under this chapter which 
is not discretionary with the Administrator. 

Any action under paragraph (a)(1) of this sub-
section shall be brought in the district court for 
the district in which the alleged violation oc-
curred or the alleged endangerment may occur. 
Any action brought under paragraph (a)(2) of 
this subsection may be brought in the district 
court for the district in which the alleged viola-
tion occurred or in the District Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The district court shall have 
jurisdiction, without regard to the amount in 
controversy or the citizenship of the parties, to 
enforce the permit, standard, regulation, condi-
tion, requirement, prohibition, or order, referred 
to in paragraph (1)(A), to restrain any person 
who has contributed or who is contributing to 
the past or present handling, storage, treat-
ment, transportation, or disposal of any solid or 
hazardous waste referred to in paragraph (1)(B), 
to order such person to take such other action 
as may be necessary, or both, or to order the Ad-
ministrator to perform the act or duty referred 
to in paragraph (2), as the case may be, and to 
apply any appropriate civil penalties under sec-
tion 6928(a) and (g) of this title. 

(b) Actions prohibited 

(1) No action may be commenced under sub-
section (a)(1)(A) of this section— 

(A) prior to 60 days after the plaintiff has 
given notice of the violation to— 

(i) the Administrator; 
(ii) the State in which the alleged viola-

tion occurs; and 
(iii) to any alleged violator of such permit, 

standard, regulation, condition, require-
ment, prohibition, or order, 

except that such action may be brought imme-
diately after such notification in the case of 
an action under this section respecting a vio-
lation of subchapter III of this chapter; or 

(B) if the Administrator or State has com-
menced and is diligently prosecuting a civil or 
criminal action in a court of the United States 
or a State to require compliance with such 
permit, standard, regulation, condition, re-
quirement, prohibition, or order. 

In any action under subsection (a)(1)(A) of this 
section in a court of the United States, any per-
son may intervene as a matter of right. 

(2)(A) No action may be commenced under sub-
section (a)(1)(B) of this section prior to ninety 
days after the plaintiff has given notice of the 
endangerment to— 

(i) the Administrator; 
(ii) the State in which the alleged endanger-

ment may occur; 
(iii) any person alleged to have contributed 

or to be contributing to the past or present 
handling, storage, treatment, transportation, 

or disposal of any solid or hazardous waste re-
ferred to in subsection (a)(1)(B) of this section, 

except that such action may be brought imme-
diately after such notification in the case of an 
action under this section respecting a violation 
of subchapter III of this chapter. 

(B) No action may be commenced under sub-
section (a)(1)(B) of this section if the Adminis-
trator, in order to restrain or abate acts or con-
ditions which may have contributed or are con-
tributing to the activities which may present 
the alleged endangerment— 

(i) has commenced and is diligently pros-
ecuting an action under section 6973 of this 
title or under section 106 of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act of 1980 [42 U.S.C. 9606],1 

(ii) is actually engaging in a removal action 
under section 104 of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation and Li-
ability Act of 1980 [42 U.S.C. 9604]; 

(iii) has incurred costs to initiate a Reme-
dial Investigation and Feasibility Study under 
section 104 of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act of 1980 [42 U.S.C. 9604] and is diligently 
proceeding with a remedial action under that 
Act [42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.]; or 

(iv) has obtained a court order (including a 
consent decree) or issued an administrative 
order under section 106 of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act of 980 2 [42 U.S.C. 9606] or section 
6973 of this title pursuant to which a respon-
sible party is diligently conducting a removal 
action, Remedial Investigation and Feasibility 
Study (RIFS), or proceeding with a remedial 
action. 

In the case of an administrative order referred 
to in clause (iv), actions under subsection 
(a)(1)(B) of this section are prohibited only as to 
the scope and duration of the administrative 
order referred to in clause (iv). 

(C) No action may be commenced under sub-
section (a)(1)(B) of this section if the State, in 
order to restrain or abate acts or conditions 
which may have contributed or are contributing 
to the activities which may present the alleged 
endangerment— 

(i) has commenced and is diligently pros-
ecuting an action under subsection (a)(1)(B) of 
this section; 

(ii) is actually engaging in a removal action 
under section 104 of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation and Li-
ability Act of 1980 [42 U.S.C. 9604]; or 

(iii) has incurred costs to initiate a Reme-
dial Investigation and Feasibility Study under 
section 104 of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act of 1980 [42 U.S.C. 9604] and is diligently 
proceeding with a remedial action under that 
Act [42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.]. 

(D) No action may be commenced under sub-
section (a)(1)(B) of this section by any person 
(other than a State or local government) with 
respect to the siting of a hazardous waste treat-
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ment, storage, or a disposal facility, nor to re-
strain or enjoin the issuance of a permit for 
such facility. 

(E) In any action under subsection (a)(1)(B) of 
this section in a court of the United States, any 
person may intervene as a matter of right when 
the applicant claims an interest relating to the 
subject of the action and he is so situated that 
the disposition of the action may, as a practical 
matter, impair or impede his ability to protect 
that interest, unless the Administrator or the 
State shows that the applicant’s interest is ade-
quately represented by existing parties. 

(F) Whenever any action is brought under sub-
section (a)(1)(B) of this section in a court of the 
United States, the plaintiff shall serve a copy of 
the complaint on the Attorney General of the 
United States and with the Administrator. 

(c) Notice 

No action may be commenced under paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section prior to sixty days after the 
plaintiff has given notice to the Administrator 
that he will commence such action, except that 
such action may be brought immediately after 
such notification in the case of an action under 
this section respecting a violation of subchapter 
III of this chapter. Notice under this subsection 
shall be given in such manner as the Adminis-
trator shall prescribe by regulation. Any action 
respecting a violation under this chapter may be 
brought under this section only in the judicial 
district in which such alleged violation occurs. 

(d) Intervention 

In any action under this section the Adminis-
trator, if not a party, may intervene as a matter 
of right. 

(e) Costs 

The court, in issuing any final order in any ac-
tion brought pursuant to this section or section 
6976 of this title, may award costs of litigation 
(including reasonable attorney and expert wit-
ness fees) to the prevailing or substantially pre-
vailing party, whenever the court determines 
such an award is appropriate. The court may, if 
a temporary restraining order or preliminary in-
junction is sought, require the filing of a bond 
or equivalent security in accordance with the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

(f) Other rights preserved 

Nothing in this section shall restrict any right 
which any person (or class of persons) may have 
under any statute or common law to seek en-
forcement of any standard or requirement relat-
ing to the management of solid waste or hazard-
ous waste, or to seek any other relief (including 
relief against the Administrator or a State 
agency). 

(g) Transporters 

A transporter shall not be deemed to have con-
tributed or to be contributing to the handling, 
storage, treatment, or disposal, referred to in 
subsection (a)(1)(B) of this section taking place 
after such solid waste or hazardous waste has 
left the possession or control of such trans-
porter, if the transportation of such waste was 
under a sole contractual arrangement arising 
from a published tariff and acceptance for car-
riage by common carrier by rail and such trans-

porter has exercised due care in the past or 
present handling, storage, treatment, transpor-
tation and disposal of such waste. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7002, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2825; amended 
Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(p), Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3083; 
Pub. L. 98–616, title IV, § 401, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 
3268.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

That Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(B)(iii), (C)(iii), 
means Pub. L. 96–510, Dec. 11, 1980, 94 Stat. 2767, as 
amended, known as the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, 
which is classified principally to chapter 103 (§ 9601 et 
seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 9601 of this title and Tables. 

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in 
subsec. (e), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, Ju-
diciary and Judicial Procedure. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–616, § 401(a), (b), des-
ignated existing provisions of subsec. (a)(1) as subpar. 
(A) thereof, inserted ‘‘prohibition,’’ after ‘‘require-
ment,’’, added subpar. (B), and in provisions following 
par. (2) inserted ‘‘or the alleged endangerment may 
occur’’ in first sentence and substituted ‘‘to enforce the 
permit, standard, regulation, condition, requirement, 
prohibition, or order, referred to in paragraph (1)(A), to 
restrain any person who has contributed or who is con-
tributing to the past or present handling, storage, 
treatment, transportation, or disposal of any solid or 
hazardous waste referred to in paragraph (1)(B), to 
order such person to take such other action as may be 
necessary, or both, or to order the Administrator to 
perform the act or duty referred to in paragraph (2), as 
the case may be, and to apply any appropriate civil 
penalties under section 6928(a) and (g) of this title’’ for 
‘‘to enforce such regulation or order, or to order the 
Administrator to perform such act or duty as the case 
may be’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–616, § 401(d), amended subsec. 
(b) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as 
follows: ‘‘No action may be commenced under para-
graph (a)(1) of this section— 

‘‘(1) prior to sixty days after the plaintiff has given 
notice of the violation (A) to the Administrator; (B) 
to the State in which the alleged violation occurs; 
and (C) to any alleged violator of such permit, stand-
ard, regulation, condition, requirement, or order; or 

‘‘(2) if the Administrator or State has commenced 
and is diligently prosecuting a civil or criminal ac-
tion in a court of the United States or a State to re-
quire compliance with such permit, standard, regula-
tion, condition, requirement, or order: Provided, how-

ever, That in any such action in a court of the United 
States, any person may intervene as a matter of 
right.’’ 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 98–616, § 401(e), substituted ‘‘to the 

prevailing or substantially prevailing party’’ for ‘‘to 
any party’’ and inserted ‘‘or section 6976 of this title’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 98–616, § 401(c), added subsec. (g). 
1978—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(p)(1), substituted 

‘‘subchapter III of this chapter’’ for ‘‘section 212 of this 
Act.’’ 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(p)(2), substituted ‘‘re-
quire’’ for ‘‘requiring’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘contractual’’. 

§ 6973. Imminent hazard 

(a) Authority of Administrator 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
chapter, upon receipt of evidence that the past 
or present handling, storage, treatment, trans-
portation or disposal of any solid waste or haz-
ardous waste may present an imminent and sub-
stantial endangerment to health or the environ-
ment, the Administrator may bring suit on be-
half of the United States in the appropriate dis-
trict court against any person (including any 
past or present generator, past or present trans-
porter, or past or present owner or operator of a 
treatment, storage, or disposal facility) who has 
contributed or who is contributing to such han-
dling, storage, treatment, transportation or dis-
posal to restrain such person from such han-
dling, storage, treatment, transportation, or dis-
posal, to order such person to take such other 
action as may be necessary, or both. A trans-
porter shall not be deemed to have contributed 
or to be contributing to such handling, storage, 
treatment, or disposal taking place after such 
solid waste or hazardous waste has left the pos-
session or control of such transporter if the 
transportation of such waste was under a sole 
contractural 1 arrangement arising from a pub-
lished tariff and acceptance for carriage by com-
mon carrier by rail and such transporter has ex-
ercised due care in the past or present handling, 
storage, treatment, transportation and disposal 
of such waste. The Administrator shall provide 
notice to the affected State of any such suit. 
The Administrator may also, after notice to the 
affected State, take other action under this sec-
tion including, but not limited to, issuing such 
orders as may be necessary to protect public 
health and the environment. 

(b) Violations 

Any person who willfully violates, or fails or 
refuses to comply with, any order of the Admin-
istrator under subsection (a) of this section 
may, in an action brought in the appropriate 
United States district court to enforce such 
order, be fined not more than $5,000 for each day 
in which such violation occurs or such failure to 
comply continues. 

(c) Immediate notice 

Upon receipt of information that there is haz-
ardous waste at any site which has presented an 
imminent and substantial endangerment to 
human health or the environment, the Adminis-
trator shall provide immediate notice to the ap-
propriate local government agencies. In addi-
tion, the Administrator shall require notice of 
such endangerment to be promptly posted at the 
site where the waste is located. 

(d) Public participation in settlements 

Whenever the United States or the Adminis-
trator proposes to covenant not to sue or to for-
bear from suit or to settle any claim arising 
under this section, notice, and opportunity for a 
public meeting in the affected area, and a rea-
sonable opportunity to comment on the pro-
posed settlement prior to its final entry shall be 
afforded to the public. The decision of the 

United States or the Administrator to enter into 
or not to enter into such Consent Decree, cov-
enant or agreement shall not constitute a final 
agency action subject to judicial review under 
this chapter or chapter 7 of title 5. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7003, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2826; amended 
Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(q), Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3083; 
Pub. L. 96–482, § 25, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2348; 
Pub. L. 98–616, title IV, §§ 402, 403(a), 404, Nov. 8, 
1984, 98 Stat. 3271, 3273.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (d), ‘‘chapter 7 of title 5’’ substituted for 
‘‘the Administrative Procedure Act’’ on authority of 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first 
section of which enacted Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–616, § 402, inserted ‘‘past 
or present’’ after ‘‘evidence that the’’, substituted 
‘‘against any person (including any past or present gen-
erator, past or present transporter, or past or present 
owner or operator of a treatment, storage, or disposal 
facility) who has contributed or, who is’’ for ‘‘to imme-
diately restrain any person’’, substituted ‘‘to restrain 
such person from’’ for ‘‘to stop’’, substituted ‘‘, to 
order such person to take such other action as may be 
necessary, or both’’ for ‘‘or to take such other action as 
may be necessary’’, and inserted ‘‘A transporter shall 
not be deemed to have contributed or to be contribut-
ing to such handling, storage, treatment, or disposal, 
taking place after such solid waste or hazardous waste 
has left the possession or control of such transporter, if 
the transportation of such waste was under a sole 
contractural [sic] arrangement arising from a pub-
lished tariff and acceptance for carriage by common 
carrier by rail and such transporter has exercised due 
care in the past or present handling, storage, treat-
ment, transportation and disposal of such waste.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98–616, § 403(a), added subsec. (c). 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 98–616, § 404, added subsec. (d). 
1980—Pub. L. 96–482, § 25, designated existing provi-

sions as subsec. (a), substituted ‘‘may present’’ for ‘‘is 
presenting’’ and ‘‘such handling, storage, treatment, 
transportation or disposal’’ for ‘‘the alleged disposal’’ 
and authorized other action to be taken by the Admin-
istrator after notice including issuance of protective 
orders relating to public health and the environment, 
and added subsec. (b). 

1978—Pub. L. 95–609 struck out ‘‘for’’ after ‘‘restrain 
any person’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6974. Petition for regulations; public participa-
tion 

(a) Petition 

Any person may petition the Administrator 
for the promulgation, amendment, or repeal of 
any regulation under this chapter. Within a rea-
sonable time following receipt of such petition, 
the Administrator shall take action with re-
spect to such petition and shall publish notice of 
such action in the Federal Register, together 
with the reasons therefor. 
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(b) Public participation 

(1) Public participation in the development, 
revision, implementation, and enforcement of 
any regulation, guideline, information, or pro-
gram under this chapter shall be provided for, 
encouraged, and assisted by the Administrator 
and the States. The Administrator, in coopera-
tion with the States, shall develop and publish 
minimum guidelines for public participation in 
such processes. 

(2) Before the issuing of a permit to any per-
son with any respect to any facility for the 
treatment, storage, or disposal of hazardous 
wastes under section 6925 of this title, the Ad-
ministrator shall— 

(A) cause to be published in major local 
newspapers of general circulation and broad-
cast over local radio stations notice of the 
agency’s intention to issue such permit, and 

(B) transmit in writing notice of the agen-
cy’s intention to issue such permit to each 
unit of local government having jurisdiction 
over the area in which such facility is pro-
posed to be located and to each State agency 
having any authority under State law with re-
spect to the construction or operation of such 
facility. 

If within 45 days the Administrator receives 
written notice of opposition to the agency’s in-
tention to issue such permit and a request for a 
hearing, or if the Administrator determines on 
his own initiative, he shall hold an informal 
public hearing (including an opportunity for 
presentation of written and oral views) on 
whether he should issue a permit for the pro-
posed facility. Whenever possible the Adminis-
trator shall schedule such hearing at a location 
convenient to the nearest population center to 
such proposed facility and give notice in the 
aforementioned manner of the date, time, and 
subject matter of such hearing. No State pro-
gram which provides for the issuance of permits 
referred to in this paragraph may be authorized 
by the Administrator under section 6926 of this 
title unless such program provides for the notice 
and hearing required by the paragraph. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7004, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2826; amended 
Pub. L. 96–482, § 26, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2348.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–482 designated existing 
provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6975. Separability 

If any provision of this chapter, or the applica-
tion of any provision of this chapter to any per-
son or circumstance, is held invalid, the applica-
tion of such provision to other persons or cir-
cumstances, and the remainder of this chapter, 
shall not be affected thereby. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7005, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2827.) 

§ 6976. Judicial review 

(a) Review of final regulations and certain peti-
tions 

Any judicial review of final regulations pro-
mulgated pursuant to this chapter and the Ad-
ministrator’s denial of any petition for the pro-
mulgation, amendment, or repeal of any regula-
tion under this chapter shall be in accordance 
with sections 701 through 706 of title 5, except 
that— 

(1) a petition for review of action of the Ad-
ministrator in promulgating any regulation, 
or requirement under this chapter or denying 
any petition for the promulgation, amendment 
or repeal of any regulation under this chapter 
may be filed only in the United States Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia, and 
such petition shall be filed within ninety days 
from the date of such promulgation or denial, 
or after such date if such petition for review is 
based solely on grounds arising after such 
ninetieth day; action of the Administrator 
with respect to which review could have been 
obtained under this subsection shall not be 
subject to judicial review in civil or criminal 
proceedings for enforcement; and 

(2) in any judicial proceeding brought under 
this section in which review is sought of a de-
termination under this chapter required to be 
made on the record after notice and oppor-
tunity for hearing, if a party seeking review 
under this chapter applies to the court for 
leave to adduce additional evidence, and shows 
to the satisfaction of the court that the infor-
mation is material and that there were rea-
sonable grounds for the failure to adduce such 
evidence in the proceeding before the Adminis-
trator, the court may order such additional 
evidence (and evidence in rebuttal thereof) to 
be taken before the Administrator, and to be 
adduced upon the hearing in such manner and 
upon such terms and conditions as the court 
may deem proper; the Administrator may 
modify his findings as to the facts, or make 
new findings, by reason of the additional evi-
dence so taken, and he shall file with the 
court such modified or new findings and his 
recommendation, if any, for the modification 
or setting aside of his original order, with the 
return of such additional evidence. 

(b) Review of certain actions under sections 6925 
and 6926 of this title 

Review of the Administrator’s action (1) in is-
suing, denying, modifying, or revoking any per-
mit under section 6925 of this title (or in modify-
ing or revoking any permit which is deemed to 
have been issued under section 6935(d)(1) 1 of this 
title), or (2) in granting, denying, or withdraw-
ing authorization or interim authorization 
under section 6926 of this title, may be had by 
any interested person in the Circuit Court of Ap-
peals of the United States for the Federal judi-
cial district in which such person resides or 
transacts such business upon application by 
such person. Any such application shall be made 
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within ninety days from the date of such issu-
ance, denial, modification, revocation, grant, or 
withdrawal, or after such date only if such ap-
plication is based solely on grounds which arose 
after such ninetieth day. Action of the Adminis-
trator with respect to which review could have 
been obtained under this subsection shall not be 
subject to judicial review in civil or criminal 
proceedings for enforcement. Such review shall 
be in accordance with sections 701 through 706 of 
title 5. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7006, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2827; amended 
Pub. L. 96–482, § 27, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2349; 
Pub. L. 98–616, title II, § 241(b)(1), title IV, 
§ 403(d)(5), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3259, 3273.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 6935(d)(1) of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(b), was in the original a reference to section 3012(d)(1) 
of Pub. L. 89–272, which was renumbered section 
3014(d)(1) of Pub. L. 89–272 by Pub. L. 98–616 and is clas-
sified to section 6935(d)(1) of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–616 inserted ‘‘(or in modifying or re-
voking any permit which is deemed to have been issued 
under section 6935(d)(1) of this title)’’ and inserted ‘‘Ac-
tion of the Administrator with respect to which review 
could have been obtained under this subsection shall 
not be subject to judicial review in civil or criminal 
proceedings for enforcement.’’ 

1980—Pub. L. 96–482, § 27(a), designated existing provi-
sions as subsec. (a), in provision preceding par. (1), in-
cluded judicial review of Administrator’s denial of any 
petition for promulgation, amendment, or repeal of any 
regulation in par. (1), included review of Administra-
tor’s denial of any petition for promulgation, amend-
ment, or repeal of any regulation, and substituted 
‘‘District of Columbia, and’’ for ‘‘District of Columbia. 
Any’’, ‘‘date of such promulgation or denial’’ for ‘‘date 
of such promulgation’’, ‘‘petition for review is based’’ 
for ‘‘petition is based’’, and ‘‘; action’’ for ‘‘. Action’’, 
and in par. (2), substituted ‘‘proper; the’’ for ‘‘proper. 
The’’, and added subsec. (b). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6977. Grants or contracts for training projects 

(a) General authority 

The Administrator is authorized to make 
grants to, and contracts with any eligible orga-
nization. For purposes of this section the term 
‘‘eligible organization’’ means a State or inter-
state agency, a municipality, educational insti-
tution, and any other organization which is ca-
pable of effectively carrying out a project which 
may be funded by grant under subsection (b) of 
this section. 

(b) Purposes 

(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2), 
grants or contracts may be made to pay all or a 
part of the costs, as may be determined by the 
Administrator, of any project operated or to be 
operated by an eligible organization, which is 
designed— 

(A) to develop, expand, or carry out a pro-
gram (which may combine training, education, 
and employment) for training persons for oc-
cupations involving the management, super-
vision, design, operation, or maintenance of 
solid waste management and resource recov-
ery equipment and facilities; or 

(B) to train instructors and supervisory per-
sonnel to train or supervise persons in occupa-
tions involving the design, operation, and 
maintenance of solid waste management and 
resource recovery equipment and facilities. 

(2) A grant or contract authorized by para-
graph (1) of this subsection may be made only 
upon application to the Administrator at such 
time or times and containing such information 
as he may prescribe, except that no such appli-
cation shall be approved unless it provides for 
the same procedures and reports (and access to 
such reports and to other records) as required by 
section 3254a(b)(4) and (5) 1 of this title (as in ef-
fect before October 21, 1976) with respect to ap-
plications made under such section (as in effect 
before October 21, 1976). 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7007, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2827; amended 
Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(r), Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3083; 
Pub. L. 105–362, title V, § 501(f), Nov. 10, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3284.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 3254a(b)(4) and (5) of this title, referred to in 
subsec. (b)(2), was in the original ‘‘section 207(b)(4) and 
(5)’’, meaning section 207(b)(4) and (5) of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act, which was omitted in the general 
revision of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580 on Oct. 21, 1976. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3254d of this title, prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–362 struck out heading 
and text of subsec. (c) which related to Administrator’s 
study and report on State and local training needs and 
obstacles to employment and occupational advance-
ment in solid waste management and resource recovery 
field. 

1978—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(r)(1), (2), sub-
stituted ‘‘management’’ for ‘‘disposal’’ in two places, 
and ‘‘resource’’ for ‘‘resources’’. 

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 95–609, § 7(r)(3), substituted 
‘‘management’’ for ‘‘disposal’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6978. Payments 

(a) General rule 

Payments of grants under this chapter may be 
made (after necessary adjustment on account of 
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previously made underpayments or overpay-
ments) in advance or by way of reimbursement, 
and in such installments and on such conditions 
as the Administrator may determine. 

(b) Prohibition 

No grant may be made under this chapter to 
any private profitmaking organization. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7008, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2828.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3258 of this title, prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector, 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to 
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note 
set out under section 6903 of this title. 

§ 6979. Labor standards 

No grant for a project of construction under 
this chapter shall be made unless the Adminis-
trator finds that the application contains or is 
supported by reasonable assurance that all la-
borers and mechanics employed by contractors 
or subcontractors on projects of the type cov-
ered by sections 3141–3144, 3146, and 3147 of title 
40, will be paid wages at rates not less than 
those prevailing on similar work in the locality 
as determined by the Secretary of Labor in ac-
cordance with those sections; and the Secretary 
of Labor shall have with respect to the labor 
standards specified in this section the authority 
and functions set forth in Reorganization Plan 
Numbered 14 of 1950 (15 F.R. 3176) and section 
3145 of title 40. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7009, as added Pub. L. 
94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2828; amended 
Pub. L. 96–482, § 28, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2349.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Reorganization Plan Numbered 14 of 1950, referred to 
in text, is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

In text, ‘‘sections 3141–3144, 3146, and 3147 of title 40’’ 
substituted for ‘‘the Davis-Bacon Act, as amended (40 
U.S.C. 276a—276a–5)’’, ‘‘those sections’’ substituted for 
‘‘that Act’’, and ‘‘section 3145 of title 40’’ substituted 
for ‘‘section 2 of the Act of June 13, 1934, as amended (40 
U.S.C. 276c)’’, on authority of Pub. L. 107–217, § 5(c), 
Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1303, the first section of which 
enacted Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and 
Works. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 3256 of this title, prior to the general 
amendment of the Solid Waste Disposal Act by Pub. L. 
94–580. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Pub. L. 96–482 substituted ‘‘Administrator’’ for 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

§ 6979a. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7010, as added Pub. 
L. 98–616, title IV, § 405(a), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3273; 
Pub. L. 99–339, title II, § 201(c)(1), June 19, 1986, 100 Stat. 
654, relating to interim control of hazardous waste in-
jection, was renumbered section 3020 of Pub. L. 89–272 
by Pub. L. 99–339, title II, § 201(c)(2), June 19, 1986, 100 
Stat. 654, and transferred to section 6939b of this title. 

§ 6979b. Law enforcement authority 

The Attorney General of the United States 
shall, at the request of the Administrator and on 
the basis of a showing of need, deputize qualified 
employees of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to serve as special deputy United States 
marshals in criminal investigations with respect 
to violations of the criminal provisions of this 
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 89–272, title II, § 7010, formerly § 7012, as 
added Pub. L. 98–616, title IV, § 403(b)(1), Nov. 8, 
1984, 98 Stat. 3272; renumbered § 7010, Pub. L. 
99–339, title II, § 201(c)(2), June 19, 1986, 100 Stat. 
654.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 7010 of Pub. L. 89–272, which was clas-
sified to section 6979a of this title, was renumbered sec-
tion 3020 and transferred to section 6939b of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER VIII—RESEARCH, DEVELOP-
MENT, DEMONSTRATION, AND INFORMA-
TION 

§ 6981. Research, demonstration, training, and 
other activities 

(a) General authority 

The Administrator, alone or after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Energy, shall con-
duct, and encourage, cooperate with, and render 
financial and other assistance to appropriate 
public (whether Federal, State, interstate, or 
local) authorities, agencies, and institutions, 
private agencies and institutions, and individ-
uals in the conduct of, and promote the coordi-
nation of, research, investigations, experiments, 
training, demonstrations, surveys, public edu-
cation programs, and studies relating to— 

(1) any adverse health and welfare effects of 
the release into the environment of material 
present in solid waste, and methods to elimi-
nate such effects; 

(2) the operation and financing of solid waste 
management programs; 

(3) the planning, implementation, and oper-
ation of resource recovery and resource con-
servation systems and hazardous waste man-
agement systems, including the marketing of 
recovered resources; 

(4) the production of usable forms of recov-
ered resources, including fuel, from solid 
waste; 

(5) the reduction of the amount of such 
waste and unsalvageable waste materials; 

(6) the development and application of new 
and improved methods of collecting and dis-
posing of solid waste and processing and recov-
ering materials and energy from solid wastes; 

(7) the identification of solid waste compo-
nents and potential materials and energy re-
coverable from such waste components; 
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