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SUBCHAPTER XVII—[Repealed] 

7386 to 7386k. Transferred. 

§ 7101. Definitions 

(a) As used in this chapter, unless otherwise 
provided or indicated by the context, the term 
the ‘‘Department’’ means the Department of En-
ergy or any component thereof, including the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 

(b) As used in this chapter (1) reference to 
‘‘function’’ includes reference to any duty, obli-
gation, power, authority, responsibility, right, 
privilege, and activity, or the plural thereof, as 
the case may be; and (2) reference to ‘‘perform’’, 
when used in relation to functions, includes the 
undertaking, fulfillment, or execution of any 
duty or obligation; and the exercise of power, 
authority, rights, and privileges. 

(c) As used in this chapter, ‘‘Federal lease’’ 
means an agreement which, for any consider-
ation, including but not limited to, bonuses, 
rents, or royalties conferred and covenants to be 
observed, authorizes a person to explore for, or 
develop, or produce (or to do any or all of these) 
oil and gas, coal, oil shale, tar sands, and geo-
thermal resources on lands or interests in lands 
under Federal jurisdiction. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, § 2, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 567.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a), (b), and (c), 
was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–91, 
Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 565, as amended, known as the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act, which is classi-
fied principally to this chapter. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–28, § 1, July 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 245, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 7191 and 7234 of this 
title and repealing section 776 of Title 15, Commerce 
and Trade] may be cited as the ‘Department of Energy 
Standardization Act of 1997’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–271, § 1, Apr. 11, 1990, 104 Stat. 135, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 7171 of this title and 
enacting provisions set out as a note under section 7171 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission Member Term Act of 1990’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 95–91 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this chapter and section 916 of Title 7, Agri-
culture, amending sections 6833 and 6839 of this title, 
section 19 of Title 3, The President, sections 101, 5108, 
and 5312 to 5316 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees, section 1701z–8 of Title 12, Banks and 
Banking, and sections 766, 790a, 790d, and 2002 of Title 
15, Commerce and Trade, repealing sections 2036 and 
5818 of this title and sections 763, 768, and 786 of Title 

15, enacting provisions set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title, and repealing provisions set out as a 
note under section 761 of Title 15] may be cited as the 
‘Department of Energy Organization Act’.’’ 

For short title of part E of title XXXI of div. C of 
Pub. L. 101–510, which enacted subchapter XIII of this 
chapter, as the ‘‘Department of Energy Science Edu-
cation Enhancement Act’’, see section 3161 of Pub. L. 
101–510, set out as a note under section 7381 of this title. 

For short title of part A of title V of Pub. L. 103–382, 
which enacted subchapter XIV of this chapter, as the 
‘‘Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship 
Act of 1994’’, see section 511 of Pub. L. 103–382, set out 
as a note under section 7382 of this title. 

For short title of subtitle D of title XXXI of div. C of 
Pub. L. 106–65, which enacted subchapter XV of this 
chapter, as the ‘‘Department of Energy Facilities Safe-
guards, Security, and Counterintelligence Enhance-
ment Act of 1999’’, see section 3141 of Pub. L. 106–65, set 
out as a note under section 7383 of this title. 

For short title of section 1 [div. C, title XXXVI] of 
Pub. L. 106–398, which enacted subchapter XVI of this 
chapter, as the ‘‘Energy Employees Occupational Ill-
ness Compensation Program Act of 2000’’, see section 1 
[div. C, title XXXVI, § 3601] of Pub. L. 106–398, set out as 
a note under section 7384 of this title. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 12083 

Ex. Ord. No. 12083, Sept. 27, 1978, 43 F.R. 44813, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12121, Feb. 26, 1979, 44 F.R. 
11195; Ex. Ord. No. 12148, July 20, 1979, 44 F.R. 43239, 
which established the Energy Coordinating Committee 
and provided for its membership, functions, etc., was 
revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 12379, § 20, Aug. 17, 1982, 47 F.R. 
36100, set out as a note under section 14 of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

SUBCHAPTER I—DECLARATION OF 
FINDINGS AND PURPOSES 

§ 7111. Congressional findings 

The Congress of the United States finds that— 
(1) the United States faces an increasing 

shortage of nonrenewable energy resources; 
(2) this energy shortage and our increasing 

dependence on foreign energy supplies present 
a serious threat to the national security of the 
United States and to the health, safety and 
welfare of its citizens; 

(3) a strong national energy program is need-
ed to meet the present and future energy needs 
of the Nation consistent with overall national 
economic, environmental and social goals; 

(4) responsibility for energy policy, regula-
tion, and research, development and dem-
onstration is fragmented in many departments 
and agencies and thus does not allow for the 
comprehensive, centralized focus necessary for 
effective coordination of energy supply and 
conservation programs; and 

(5) formulation and implementation of a na-
tional energy program require the integration 
of major Federal energy functions into a sin-
gle department in the executive branch. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title I, § 101, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
567.) 

§ 7112. Congressional declaration of purpose 

The Congress therefore declares that the es-
tablishment of a Department of Energy is in the 
public interest and will promote the general 
welfare by assuring coordinated and effective 
administration of Federal energy policy and pro-
grams. It is the purpose of this chapter: 
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(1) To establish a Department of Energy in 
the executive branch. 

(2) To achieve, through the Department, ef-
fective management of energy functions of the 
Federal Government, including consultation 
with the heads of other Federal departments 
and agencies in order to encourage them to es-
tablish and observe policies consistent with a 
coordinated energy policy, and to promote 
maximum possible energy conservation meas-
ures in connection with the activities within 
their respective jurisdictions. 

(3) To provide for a mechanism through 
which a coordinated national energy policy 
can be formulated and implemented to deal 
with the short-, mid- and long-term energy 
problems of the Nation; and to develop plans 
and programs for dealing with domestic en-
ergy production and import shortages. 

(4) To create and implement a comprehen-
sive energy conservation strategy that will re-
ceive the highest priority in the national en-
ergy program. 

(5) To carry out the planning, coordination, 
support, and management of a balanced and 
comprehensive energy research and develop-
ment program, including— 

(A) assessing the requirements for energy 
research and development; 

(B) developing priorities necessary to meet 
those requirements; 

(C) undertaking programs for the optimal 
development of the various forms of energy 
production and conservation; and 

(D) disseminating information resulting 
from such programs, including disseminat-
ing information on the commercial feasibil-
ity and use of energy from fossil, nuclear, 
solar, geothermal, and other energy tech-
nologies. 

(6) To place major emphasis on the develop-
ment and commercial use of solar, geo-
thermal, recycling and other technologies uti-
lizing renewable energy resources. 

(7) To continue and improve the effective-
ness and objectivity of a central energy data 
collection and analysis program within the 
Department. 

(8) To facilitate establishment of an effec-
tive strategy for distributing and allocating 
fuels in periods of short supply and to provide 
for the administration of a national energy 
supply reserve. 

(9) To promote the interests of consumers 
through the provision of an adequate and reli-
able supply of energy at the lowest reasonable 
cost. 

(10) To establish and implement through the 
Department, in coordination with the Sec-
retaries of State, Treasury, and Defense, poli-
cies regarding international energy issues that 
have a direct impact on research, develop-
ment, utilization, supply, and conservation of 
energy in the United States and to undertake 
activities involving the integration of domes-
tic and foreign policy relating to energy, in-
cluding provision of independent technical ad-
vice to the President on international negotia-
tions involving energy resources, energy tech-
nologies, or nuclear weapons issues, except 
that the Secretary of State shall continue to 

exercise primary authority for the conduct of 
foreign policy relating to energy and nuclear 
nonproliferation, pursuant to policy guidelines 
established by the President. 

(11) To provide for the cooperation of Fed-
eral, State, and local governments in the de-
velopment and implementation of national en-
ergy policies and programs. 

(12) To foster and assure competition among 
parties engaged in the supply of energy and 
fuels. 

(13) To assure incorporation of national en-
vironmental protection goals in the formula-
tion and implementation of energy programs, 
and to advance the goals of restoring, protect-
ing, and enhancing environmental quality, and 
assuring public health and safety. 

(14) To assure, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, that the productive capacity of pri-
vate enterprise shall be utilized in the devel-
opment and achievement of the policies and 
purposes of this chapter. 

(15) To provide for, encourage, and assist 
public participation in the development and 
enforcement of national energy programs. 

(16) To create an awareness of, and respon-
sibility for, the fuel and energy needs of rural 
and urban residents as such needs pertain to 
home heating and cooling, transportation, ag-
ricultural production, electrical generation, 
conservation, and research and development. 

(17) To foster insofar as possible the con-
tinued good health of the Nation’s small busi-
ness firms, public utility districts, municipal 
utilities, and private cooperatives involved in 
energy production, transportation, research, 
development, demonstration, marketing, and 
merchandising. 

(18) To provide for the administration of the 
functions of the Energy Research and Develop-
ment Administration related to nuclear weap-
ons and national security which are trans-
ferred to the Department by this chapter. 

(19) To ensure that the Department can con-
tinue current support of mathematics, science, 
and engineering education programs by using 
the personnel, facilities, equipment, and re-
sources of its laboratories and by working 
with State and local education agencies, insti-
tutions of higher education, and business and 
industry. The Department’s involvement in 
mathematics, science, and engineering edu-
cation should be consistent with its main mis-
sion and should be coordinated with all Fed-
eral efforts in mathematics, science, and engi-
neering education, especially with the Depart-
ment of Education and the National Science 
Foundation (which have the primary Federal 
responsibility for mathematics, science, and 
engineering education). 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title I, § 102, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
567; Pub. L. 101–510, div. C, title XXXI, § 3163, 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1841.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–510 substituted ‘‘chapter:’’ for 
‘‘chapter—’’ in introductory provisions, capitalized the 
first letter of the first word in each of pars. (1) to (18), 
substituted a period for last semicolon in each of pars. 
(1) to (17), struck out ‘‘and’’ at end of par. (17), and 
added par. (19). 
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§ 7113. Relationship with States 

Whenever any proposed action by the Depart-
ment conflicts with the energy plan of any 
State, the Department shall give due consider-
ation to the needs of such State, and where prac-
ticable, shall attempt to resolve such conflict 
through consultations with appropriate State 
officials. Nothing in this chapter shall affect the 
authority of any State over matters exclusively 
within its jurisdiction. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title I, § 103, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
569.) 

SUBCHAPTER II—ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DEPARTMENT 

§ 7131. Establishment 

There is established at the seat of government 
an executive department to be known as the De-
partment of Energy. There shall be at the head 
of the Department a Secretary of Energy (here-
inafter in this chapter referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’), who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. The Department shall be administered, 
in accordance with the provisions of this chap-
ter, under the supervision and direction of the 
Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title II, § 201, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
569.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–91, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
565, as amended, known as the Department of Energy 
Organization Act, which is classified principally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 7101 of 
this title and Tables. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Department of Energy, including the 
functions of the Secretary of Energy relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see sections 121(g)(4), 183(1), 
551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and 
the Department of Homeland Security Reorganization 
Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note 
under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 7132. Principal officers 

(a) Deputy Secretary 

There shall be in the Department a Deputy 
Secretary, who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and who shall be compensated at the 
rate provided for level II of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5313 of title 5. The Deputy Sec-
retary shall act for and exercise the functions of 
the Secretary during the absence or disability of 
the Secretary or in the event the office of Sec-
retary becomes vacant. The Secretary shall des-
ignate the order in which the Under Secretary 
and other officials shall act for and perform the 
functions of the Secretary during the absence or 
disability of both the Secretary and Deputy Sec-
retary or in the event of vacancies in both of 
those offices. 

(b) Under Secretary for Science 

(1) There shall be in the Department an Under 
Secretary for Science, who shall be appointed by 

the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. 

(2) The Under Secretary shall be compensated 
at the rate provided for level III of the Execu-
tive Schedule under section 5314 of title 5. 

(3) The Under Secretary for Science shall be 
appointed from among persons who— 

(A) have extensive background in scientific 
or engineering fields; and 

(B) are well qualified to manage the civilian 
research and development programs of the De-
partment. 

(4) The Under Secretary for Science shall— 
(A) serve as the Science and Technology Ad-

visor to the Secretary; 
(B) monitor the research and development 

programs of the Department in order to advise 
the Secretary with respect to any undesirable 
duplication or gaps in the programs; 

(C) advise the Secretary with respect to the 
well-being and management of the multi-
purpose laboratories under the jurisdiction of 
the Department; 

(D) advise the Secretary with respect to edu-
cation and training activities required for ef-
fective short- and long-term basic and applied 
research activities of the Department; 

(E) advise the Secretary with respect to 
grants and other forms of financial assistance 
required for effective short- and long-term 
basic and applied research activities of the De-
partment; 

(F) advise the Secretary with respect to 
long-term planning, coordination, and devel-
opment of a strategic framework for Depart-
ment research and development activities; and 

(G) carry out such additional duties assigned 
to the Under Secretary by the Secretary relat-
ing to basic and applied research, including su-
pervision or support of research activities car-
ried out by any of the Assistant Secretaries 
designated by section 7133 of this title, as the 
Secretary considers advantageous. 

(c) Under Secretary for Nuclear Security 

(1) There shall be in the Department an Under 
Secretary for Nuclear Security, who shall be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. The Under Secretary 
shall be compensated at the rate provided for at 
level III of the Executive Schedule under section 
5314 of title 5. 

(2) The Under Secretary for Nuclear Security 
shall be appointed from among persons who— 

(A) have extensive background in national 
security, organizational management, and ap-
propriate technical fields; and 

(B) are well qualified to manage the nuclear 
weapons, nonproliferation, and materials dis-
position programs of the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration in a manner that ad-
vances and protects the national security of 
the United States. 

(3) The Under Secretary for Nuclear Security 
shall serve as the Administrator for Nuclear Se-
curity under section 2402 of title 50. In carrying 
out the functions of the Administrator, the 
Under Secretary shall be subject to the author-
ity, direction, and control of the Secretary. 
Such authority, direction, and control may be 
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