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§ 8804. Coordination with other authorities and 
programs 

The authorities in this chapter are in addition 
to and do not modify (except to the extent ex-
pressly provided for in this chapter) authorities 
and programs of the Department of Energy and 
of the Department of Agriculture under other 
provisions of law. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 205, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 686.) 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL BIOMASS 
ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 

§ 8811. Biomass energy development plans 

(a) Plan respecting maximized production and 
use by December 31, 1982; preparation, trans-
mission, etc. 

Not later than 180 days after June 30, 1980, the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of 
Energy shall jointly prepare, and transmit to 
the President and the Congress, a plan for maxi-
mizing in accordance with this subchapter bio-
mass energy production and use. Such plan shall 
be designed to achieve a total level of alcohol 
production and use within the United States of 
at least 60,000 barrels per day of alcohol by De-
cember 31, 1982. 

(b) Comprehensive plan respecting maximized 
production and use from January 1, 1983, to 
December 31, 1990, preparation, trans-
mission, etc. 

(1) Not later than January 1, 1982, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Secretary of En-
ergy shall jointly prepare, and transmit to the 
President and the Congress, a comprehensive 
plan for maximizing in accordance with this 
subchapter biomass energy production and use, 
for the period beginning January 1, 1983, and 
ending December 31, 1990. Such plan shall be de-
signed to achieve a level of alcohol production 
within the United States equal to at least 10 per-
cent of the level of gasoline consumption within 
the United States as estimated by the Secretary 
of Energy for the calendar year 1990. 

(2) The plan prepared under this subsection 
shall evaluate the feasibility of reaching the 
goals set forth in such subsection. 

(c) Required guidelines 

The plans prepared under subsections (a) and 
(b) of this section shall each include guidelines 
for use in awarding financial assistance under 
this subchapter which are designed to increase, 
during the period covered by the plan, the 
amount of motor fuel displaced by biomass en-
ergy. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 211, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 686.) 

§ 8812. Program responsibility and administra-
tion and effect on other programs 

(a) Duties and functions of Secretary of Agri-
culture and Secretary of Energy over 
projects 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), in the 
case of any financial assistance under this sub-
chapter for a biomass energy project, the Sec-
retary concerned shall be— 

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, in the case 
of any biomass energy project which will have 
an anticipated annual production capacity of 
less than 15,000,000 gallons of ethanol (or the 
energy equivalent of other forms of biomass 
energy) and which will use feedstocks other 
than aquatic plants; and 

(B) the Secretary of Energy, in the case of 
any biomass energy project which will use 
aquatic plants as feedstocks or which will 
have an anticipated annual production capac-
ity of 15,000,000 gallons or more of ethanol (or 
the energy equivalent of other forms of bio-
mass energy). 

(2)(A) Either the Secretary of Agriculture or 
the Secretary of Energy may be the Secretary 
concerned in the case of any biomass energy 
project which will have an anticipated annual 
production capacity of 15,000,000 gallons or more 
of ethanol (or the energy equivalent of other 
forms of biomass energy) and— 

(i) which will use wood or wood wastes or 
residue, or 

(ii) which is owned and operated by a cooper-
ative and will use feedstocks other than 
aquatic plants. 

(B) Financial assistance may not be provided 
by either Secretary under subparagraph (A) 
without the written concurrence of the other 
Secretary. Such concurrence shall be granted or 
denied by such Secretary in accordance with 
subparagraph (C) and on the same standards as 
that Secretary applies in making his own 
awards of financial assistance under this para-
graph. 

(C)(i) In the case of a project described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary concerned shall 
provide the other Secretary a copy of the appli-
cation and such supporting information as may 
be material, and shall provide the other Sec-
retary at least 15 days to review the project. If 
during such 15-day period the reviewing Sec-
retary provides written notification to the Sec-
retary concerned specifying reasons why such 
project should not proceed, the Secretary con-
cerned shall defer the final decision on the appli-
cation for an additional 30 days. During such 30- 
day period, both Secretaries shall attempt to 
reach agreement regarding all issues raised in 
the written notice. Before the end of the 30-day 
period, the reviewing Secretary shall notify the 
Secretary concerned of his decision regarding 
concurrence. If the reviewing Secretary fails to 
provide such notice before the end of such pe-
riod, concurrence shall be deemed to have been 
given. 

(ii) The project applicant may reapply for fi-
nancial assistance for such project, after mak-
ing such modifications to the project as may be 
necessary to address issues raised by the review-
ing Secretary in the original notice of objection. 
The subsequent review of such project by the re-
viewing Secretary shall be limited to the issues 
originally raised by the reviewing Secretary and 
any issues raised by changed circumstances. 

(D) Both Secretaries may jointly act as the 
Secretary concerned in accordance with such 
procedures as the Secretaries may jointly pre-
scribe, in which case— 

(i) subparagraphs (B) and (C) and subsection 
(c) of this section shall not apply, and 
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(ii) the proportion of financial assistance 
provided by each Secretary shall be deter-
mined in accordance with the procedures 
jointly prescribed. 

(b) Procedural requirements applicable 

(1) Each Secretary shall take such action as 
may be necessary to assure that— 

(A) guidelines for soliciting and receiving 
applications for financial assistance are estab-
lished within 90 days after June 30, 1980; 

(B) applications for financial assistance for 
biomass energy projects are initially solicited 
within 30 days after such guidelines are estab-
lished; 

(C) additional applications for financial as-
sistance are solicited within 1 year after the 
date of the initial solicitation; 

(D) any application is evaluated and a deci-
sion made on such application within 120 days 
after the receipt of the application, including 
review under subsections (a)(2)(C), (a)(2)(D), or 
(c) of this section; and 

(E) all interested persons are provided the 
easiest possible access to the application proc-
ess, including procedures which assure that— 

(i) information concerning financial assist-
ance from either Secretary is available 
through all appropriate offices of the De-
partment of Agriculture and the Department 
of Energy, and other regional and local of-
fices of the Federal Government, as may be 
appropriate; 

(ii) all such locations where such informa-
tion is available will be able to accept and 
file applications, and will forward them to 
the Secretary concerned; and 

(iii) the procedures established for accept-
ing, evaluating, and awarding financial as-
sistance will provide for categories of bio-
mass energy projects, according to size and 
provide to the maximum extent practicable 
the simplest procedures for small producers. 

(2) The procedural requirements of subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to either Secretary to the extent that the 
Secretary finds that other procedures are adopt-
ed for the solicitation, evaluation, and awarding 
of financial assistance which will result in appli-
cations being processed more expeditiously. 

(c) Notice to and reviewing functions of other 
Secretary concerning application for finan-
cial assistance 

(1) After evaluating any application and before 
awarding any financial assistance on the basis 
of that application, the Secretary concerned 
shall provide the other Secretary with— 

(A) a copy of the application and such sup-
porting material as may be appropriate, and 

(B) an opportunity of not less than 15 days 
to review the application. 

This subsection shall not apply in the case of a 
project subject to review under subsection 
(a)(2)(C) of this section. 

(2) If the reviewing Secretary provides written 
notice specifying any issues regarding matters 
subject to the Secretary’s review to the Sec-
retary concerned before the end of the 15-day re-
view period, the Secretary concerned shall defer 
a final decision on the application for an addi-

tional 30 days to provide an opportunity for both 
Secretaries to answer and resolve such issues. 
At the expiration of the 30-day period, the Sec-
retary concerned may make a final decision 
with respect to the application, using the best 
judgment of the Secretary concerned to resolve 
any remaining issues. 

(3) Reviews of projects under the provisions of 
subsection (a)(2)(C) of this section or paragraph 
(1)(B) by the Secretary of Agriculture shall be 
for the purpose of considering the national, re-
gional, and local agricultural policy impacts of 
such project on agricultural supply, production, 
and use, and reviews by the Secretary of Energy 
under such provisions shall be for the purpose of 
considering national energy policy impacts and 
the technical feasibility of the project. 

(4) The Secretary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of Energy may jointly establish cat-
egories of projects to which paragraphs (1) and 
(2) shall not apply. Within 90 days after June 30, 
1980, the Secretaries shall identify potential cat-
egories and make an initial determination of ex-
empted categories. 

(d) Notification of applicant upon disapproval of 
application for financial assistance 

If any application for financial assistance 
under this subchapter is disapproved, the appli-
cant shall be provided written notice of the rea-
sons for the disapproval. 

(e) Implementation of functions assigned to Sec-
retary of Agriculture by administrative enti-
ties within Department of Agriculture; issu-
ance of regulations; coordination of func-
tions by designated entities 

(1) The functions assigned under this sub-
chapter to the Secretary of Agriculture may be 
carried out by any of the administrative entities 
in the Department of Agriculture which the Sec-
retary of Agriculture may designate. Within 30 
days after June 30, 1980, the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall make such designations and notify 
the Congress of the administrative entity or en-
tities so designated and the officials in such ad-
ministrative entity or entities who are to be re-
sponsible for such functions. 

(2) The Secretary of Agriculture may issue 
such regulations as are necessary to carry out 
functions assigned to the Secretary of Agri-
culture under this subchapter. 

(3) The entities or entity designated under 
paragraph (1) shall coordinate the administra-
tion of functions assigned to it under this sub-
section with any other biomass energy programs 
within the Department of Agriculture estab-
lished under other provisions of law. 

(f) Implementation of functions assigned to Sec-
retary of Energy by Office of Alcohol Fuels 

The functions under this subchapter which are 
assigned to the Secretary of Energy and which 
relate to alcohol production shall be carried out 
by the Office of Alcohol Fuels. 

(g) Energy equivalency determinations respect-
ing biomass energy and ethanol 

For purposes of this subchapter, the quantity 
of any biomass energy which is the energy 
equivalent to 15,000,000 gallons of ethanol shall 
be prescribed jointly by the Secretary of Agri-
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culture and the Secretary of Energy within 30 
days after June 30, 1980. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 212, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 687.) 

§ 8813. Insured loans 

(a) Authority of Secretary of Agriculture; maxi-
mum amount per project 

Subject to sections 8812 and 8817 of this title, 
the Secretary of Agriculture may commit to 
make, and make, insured loans in amounts not 
to exceed $1,000,000 per project for the construc-
tion of small-scale biomass energy projects. 

(b) Estimated project construction costs as deter-
minative of initial and revised amount of 
loan; interest rate 

(1) Any insured loan under this section— 
(A) may not exceed 90 per centum of the 

total estimated cost of construction of the 
biomass energy project involved, and 

(B) shall bear interest at rates determined 
by the Secretary of Agriculture, taking into 
consideration the current average market 
yield on outstanding marketable obligations 
of the United States with remaining periods to 
maturity comparable to the average matu-
rities of such loans, plus not to exceed one per 
centum, as determined by the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, and adjusted to the nearest one- 
eighth of one per centum. 

(2) In the event the total estimated costs of 
construction of the project thereafter exceed the 
total estimated costs initially determined by 
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary may 
in addition, upon application therefor, make an 
insured loan for so much of the additional esti-
mated total costs as does not exceed 10 per cen-
tum of the total costs initially estimated. 

(c) Funding requirements; ‘‘insured loan’’ defined 

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture shall make 
insured loans under this section using, to the ex-
tent provided in advance in appropriations Acts, 
the Agricultural Credit Insurance Fund in sec-
tion 309 of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act [7 U.S.C. 1929] or the Rural De-
velopment Insurance Fund in section 309A of 
such Act [7 U.S.C. 1929a] (hereinafter in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Funds’’). The Secretary 
of Agriculture may not use an aggregate amount 
of funds to make or commit to make insured 
loans under this section in excess of the aggre-
gate amount for insured loans and administra-
tive costs appropriated and transferred under 
section 8803 of this title. The terms, conditions, 
and requirements applicable to such insured 
loans shall be in accordance with this sub-
chapter. 

(2) There shall be reimbursed to the Funds, 
from appropriations made under section 8803 of 
this title, amounts equal to the operating and 
administrative costs incurred by the Secretary 
of Agriculture in insuring loans under this sec-
tion. 

(3) Notwithstanding any provision of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act [7 
U.S.C. 1921 et seq.], no funds made available to 
the Secretary of Agriculture under this section 
for insured loans shall be used for any other pur-
pose. 

(4) For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘in-
sured loan’’ means a loan which is made, sold, 
and insured. 

(d) Preconditions 

An insured loan may not be made under this 
section unless the applicant for such loan has 
established to the satisfaction of the Secretary 
that the applicant is unable without such a loan 
to obtain sufficient credit elsewhere at reason-
able rates and terms, taking into consideration 
prevailing private and cooperative rates and 
terms for loans for similar purposes and periods 
of time, to finance the construction of the bio-
mass energy project for which such loan is 
sought. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 213, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 690.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
referred to in subsec. (c)(3), is title III of Pub. L. 87–128, 
Aug. 8, 1961, 75 Stat. 307, as amended, which is classified 
principally to chapter 50 (§ 1921 et seq.) of Title 7, Agri-
culture. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1921 of 
Title 7 and Tables. 

§ 8814. Loan guarantees 

(a) Authority of Secretary concerned 

Subject to sections 8812 and 8817 of this title, 
the Secretary concerned may commit to guaran-
tee, and guarantee, against loss of principal and 
interest, loans which are made to provide funds 
for the construction of biomass energy projects. 

(b) Estimated project construction costs as deter-
minative of initial and revised amount of 
guarantee 

(1) Any guarantee of a loan under this section 
may not exceed 90 per centum of the cost of the 
construction of the biomass energy project in-
volved, as estimated by the Secretary on the 
date of the guarantee or commitment to guaran-
tee. 

(2) In the event the construction costs of the 
project are thereafter estimated by the Sec-
retary concerned to exceed the construction 
costs initially estimated by the Secretary, the 
Secretary may in addition, upon application 
therefor, guarantee, against loss of principal and 
interest, a loan for up to 60 per centum of the 
difference between the construction costs then 
estimated and the construction costs initially 
estimated. 

(c) Debt obligation; ineligibility for purchase, 
etc., by Federal Financing Bank or any Fed-
eral agency 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Federal 
Financing Bank Act of 1973 (12 U.S.C. 2281 et 
seq.) or any other provision of law (except as 
may be specifically provided by reference to this 
subsection in any Act enacted after June 30, 
1980), no debt obligation which is guaranteed or 
committed to be guaranteed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture or the Secretary of Energy under 
this section shall be eligible for purchase by, or 
commitment to purchase by, or sale or issuance 
to, the Federal Financing Bank or any Federal 
agency. 
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(d) Terms and conditions 

The terms and conditions of loan guarantees 
under this section shall provide that, if the Sec-
retary concerned makes a payment of principal 
or interest upon the default by a borrower, the 
Secretary shall be subrogated to the rights of 
the recipient of such payment (and such sub-
rogation shall be expressly set forth in the loan 
guarantee or related agreements). 

(e) Termination, cancellation, or revocation, and 
conclusive nature of guarantee 

Any loan guarantee under this section shall 
not be terminated, canceled, or otherwise re-
voked, except in accordance with the terms 
thereof and shall be conclusive evidence that 
such guarantee complies fully with the provi-
sions of this chapter and of the approval and le-
gality of the principal amount, interest rate, 
and all other terms of the securities, obliga-
tions, or loans and of the guarantee. 

(f) Payment to lender 

If the Secretary concerned determines that— 
(1) the borrower is unable to meet payments 

and is not in default, 
(2) it is in the public interest to permit the 

borrower to continue with such project, and 
(3) the probable net benefit to the United 

States in paying the principal and interest due 
under the loan will be greater than that which 
would result in the event of a default, 

then the Secretary may pay to the lender under 
a loan guarantee agreement an amount not 
greater than the principal and interest which 
the borrower is obligated to pay to such lender, 
if the borrower agrees to reimburse the Sec-
retary for such payment on terms and condi-
tions, including interest, which the Secretary 
determines are sufficient to protect the finan-
cial interests of the United States. 

(g) Preconditions 

(1) A loan may not be guaranteed under this 
section unless the applicant for such loan has 
established to the satisfaction of the Secretary 
concerned that the lender is not willing without 
such a guarantee to extend credit to the appli-
cant at reasonable rates and terms, taking into 
consideration prevailing rates and terms for 
loans for similar purposes and periods of time, 
to finance the construction of the biomass en-
ergy project for which such loan is sought. 

(2) The Secretary concerned shall ensure that 
the lender bears a reasonable degree of risk in 
the financing of such project. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II § 214, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 690.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Financing Bank Act of 1973, referred to 
in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 93–224, Dec. 29, 1973, 87 Stat. 
937, as amended, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 24 (§ 2281 et seq.) of Title 12, Banks and Banking. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2281 of Title 12 
and Tables. 

DEFAULTED LOANS UNDER DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
ALCOHOL FUELS LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM; SALE 
OF ASSETS; UNOBLIGATED FUNDS 

Pub. L. 101–121, title II, Oct. 23, 1989, 103 Stat. 732, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, funds derived from 
the sale of assets as a result of defaulted loans made 
under the Department of Energy Alcohol Fuels Loan 
Guarantee program, or any other funds received in con-
nection with this program, shall hereafter be credited 
to the Biomass Energy Development account, and shall 
be available solely for payment of the guaranteed por-
tion of defaulted loans and associated costs of the De-
partment of Energy Alcohol Fuels Loan Guarantee pro-
gram for loans guaranteed prior to January 1, 1987. 

‘‘Unobligated balances available in the ‘Alternative 
fuels production’ account may hereafter be used for 
payment of the guaranteed portion of defaulted loans 
and associated costs of the Department of Energy Alco-
hol Fuels Loan Guarantee program, subject to the de-
termination by the Secretary of Energy that such un-
obligated funds are not needed for carrying out the pur-
poses of the Alternative Fuels Production program: 
Provided, That the use of these unobligated funds for 
payment of defaulted loans and associated costs shall 
be available only for loans guaranteed prior to January 
1, 1987: Provided further, That such funds shall be used 
only after the unobligated balance in the Department 
of Energy Alcohol Fuel Loan Guarantee reserve has 
been exhausted.’’ 

§ 8815. Price guarantees 

(a) Authority of Secretary concerned; minimum 
sales price 

Subject to sections 8812 and 8817 of this title, 
the Secretary concerned may commit to guaran-
tee, and guarantee, that the price that the 
owner or operator of any biomass energy project 
will receive for all or part of the production 
from that project shall not be less than a speci-
fied sales price determined as of the date of exe-
cution of the price guarantee or commitment to 
guarantee. 

(b) Cost-plus arrangements as basis 

(1) No price guarantee under this section may 
be based upon a cost-plus arrangement, or vari-
ant thereof, which guarantees a profit to the 
owner or operator involved. 

(2) The use of a cost-of-service pricing mecha-
nism by a person pursuant to law, or by a regu-
latory body establishing rates for a regulated 
person, shall not be deemed to be a cost-plus ar-
rangement, or variant thereof, for purposes of 
paragraph (1). 

(c) Maximum dollar amount of liability of United 
States 

Each price guarantee, or commitment to guar-
antee, which is made under this section shall 
specify the maximum dollar amount of liability 
of the United States under that guarantee. 

(d) Renegotiation of sales price and maximum li-
ability 

If the Secretary determines, in the discretion 
of the Secretary, that— 

(1) a biomass energy project would not 
otherwise be satisfactorily completed or con-
tinued, and 

(2) completion or continuation of such proj-
ect would be necessary to achieve the purposes 
of this chapter, 

the sales price set forth in the price guarantee, 
and maximum liability under such guarantee, 
may be renegotiated. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 215, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 692.) 
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§ 8816. Purchase agreements 

(a) Authority of Secretary concerned; consult-
ative requirements 

Subject to sections 8812 and 8817 of this title, 
the Secretary concerned may commit to make, 
and make, purchase agreements for all or part of 
the biomass energy production of any biomass 
energy project, if the Secretary determines— 

(1) that such biomass energy is of a type, 
quantity, and quality that can be used by Fed-
eral agencies; and 

(2) that the quantity of such biomass energy, 
if delivery is accepted, would not exceed the 
likely needs of Federal agencies. 

Each Secretary concerned shall consult with the 
other Secretary before making any determina-
tion under paragraph (2). 

(b) Maximum sales price 

The sales price specified in a purchase agree-
ment under this section may not exceed the es-
timated prevailing market price as of the date 
of delivery, as determined by the Secretary of 
Energy, unless the Secretary concerned deter-
mines that such sales price must exceed the es-
timated prevailing market price in order to en-
sure the production of biomass energy to 
achieve the purposes of this chapter. 

(c) Assurances required 

The Secretary concerned in entering into, or 
committing to enter into, a purchase agreement 
under this section shall require— 

(1) assurances that the quality of the bio-
mass energy purchased will meet standards for 
the use for which such energy is purchased; 

(2) assurances that the ordered quantities of 
such energy will be delivered on a timely 
basis; and 

(3) such other assurances as may reasonably 
be required. 

(d) Arrangements for delivery pursuant to agree-
ment; charge to Federal agency receiving de-
livery 

The Secretary concerned may take delivery of 
biomass energy pursuant to a purchase agree-
ment under this section if appropriate arrange-
ments have been made for its distribution to and 
use by one or more Federal agencies. Any Fed-
eral agency receiving such energy shall be 
charged (in accordance with otherwise applica-
ble law), from sums appropriated to such Fed-
eral agency, for the prevailing market price as 
of the date of delivery, as determined by the 
Secretary of Energy, for the product which the 
biomass energy is replacing. 

(e) Consultative requirements 

The Secretary concerned shall consult with 
the Secretary of Defense and the Administrator 
of the General Services Administration in carry-
ing out this section. 

(f) Terms and conditions 

Each purchase agreement, and commitment to 
enter into a purchase agreement, under this sec-
tion shall provide that the Secretary concerned 
retains the right to refuse delivery of the bio-
mass energy involved upon such terms and con-
ditions as shall be specified in the purchase 
agreement. 

(g) Maximum dollar amount of liability of United 
States 

Each purchase agreement, or commitment to 
enter into a purchase agreement, which is made 
under this section shall specify the maximum 
dollar amount of liability of the United States 
under that agreement. 

(h) Renegotiation of sales price and maximum li-
ability 

If the Secretary concerned determines, in the 
discretion of the Secretary, that— 

(1) a biomass energy project would not 
otherwise be satisfactorily completed or con-
tinued, and 

(2) completion or continuation of such proj-
ect would be necessary to achieve the purposes 
of this chapter, 

the sales price set forth in the purchase agree-
ment, and maximum liability under such agree-
ment, may be renegotiated. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 216, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 692.) 

§ 8817. General requirements regarding financial 
assistance 

(a) Priorities, terms, availability, etc. 

(1) Priority for financial assistance under this 
subchapter, and the most favorable financial 
terms available, shall be provided to a person for 
any biomass energy project that— 

(A) uses a primary fuel other than petroleum 
or natural gas in the production of biomass 
fuel, such as geothermal energy resources, 
solar energy resources, or waste heat; or 

(B) applies new technologies which expand 
the possible feedstocks, produces new forms of 
biomass energy, or produces biomass fuel 
using improved or new technologies. 

Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to 
exclude financial assistance for any project 
which does not use such a fuel or apply such a 
technology. 

(2)(A) Financial assistance under this sub-
chapter shall be available for a biomass energy 
project only if the Secretary concerned finds 
that the Btu content of the motor fuels to be 
used in the facility involved to produce the bio-
mass fuel will not exceed the Btu content of the 
biomass fuel produced in the facility. 

(B) In making the determination under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary concerned shall 
take into account any displacement of motor 
fuel or other petroleum products which the ap-
plicant has demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary would result from the use of the 
biomass fuel produced in the facility involved. 

(3) No financial assistance may be provided 
under this subchapter to any person for any bio-
mass energy project if the Secretary concerned 
finds that the process to be used by the project 
will not extract the protein content of the feed-
stock for utilization as food or feed for readily 
available markets in any case in which to do so 
would be technically and economically prac-
ticable. 

(4) Financial assistance may not be provided 
under this subchapter to any person unless the 
Secretary concerned— 
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(A) finds that necessary feedstocks are avail-
able and it is reasonable to expect they will 
continue to be available in the future, and, for 
biomass energy projects using wood or wood 
wastes or residues from the National Forest 
System, there shall be taken into account cur-
rent levels of use by then existing facilities; 

(B) has obtained assurance that the person 
receiving such financial assistance will bear a 
reasonable degree of risk in the construction 
and operation of the project; and 

(C) has determined that the amount of finan-
cial assistance provided for the project is not 
greater than is necessary to achieve the pur-
poses of this chapter. 

(5) In providing financial assistance under this 
subchapter, the Secretary concerned shall give 
due consideration to promoting competition. 

(6) In determining the amount of financial as-
sistance for any biomass energy project which 
will yield byproducts in addition to biomass en-
ergy, the Secretary shall consider the potential 
value of such byproducts and the costs attrib-
utable to their production. 

(b) Terms, conditions, maturity, etc., for insured 
loans, and loan guarantees 

An insured loan may not be made, and a loan 
guarantee may not be issued, under this sub-
chapter unless the Secretary concerned deter-
mines that the terms, conditions, maturity, se-
curity, and schedule and amounts of repayments 
with respect to such loan are reasonable and 
meet such standards as the Secretary deter-
mines are sufficient to protect the financial in-
terests of the United States. 

(c) Application requirements 

(1) No financial assistance may be provided to 
any person under this subchapter unless an ap-
plication therefor— 

(A) has been submitted to the Secretary con-
cerned by that person in such form and under 
such procedures as the Secretary shall pre-
scribe, consistent with the requirements of 
this subchapter, and 

(B) has been approved by the Secretary in 
accordance with such procedures. 

(2) Each such application shall include infor-
mation regarding the construction costs of the 
biomass energy project involved, and estimates 
of operating costs and income relating to that 
project (including the sale of any byproducts 
from that project). In addition, each applicant 
shall provide— 

(A) access at reasonable times to such other 
information, and 

(B) such assurances, 

as the Secretary concerned may require. 

(d) Reports and recordkeeping 

(1) Every recipient of financial assistance 
under this subchapter shall, as a condition 
precedent thereto, consent to such examinations 
and reports regarding the biomass energy 
project involved as the Secretary concerned may 
require. 

(2) With respect to each biomass energy proj-
ect for which financial assistance is provided 
under this subchapter, the Secretary shall— 

(A) require from the recipient of financial 
assistance such reports and records relating to 
that project as the Secretary deems necessary; 

(B) prescribe the manner in which such re-
cipient shall keep such records; and 

(C) have access to such records at reasonable 
times for the purpose of ensuring compliance 
with the terms and conditions upon which fi-
nancial assistance is provided. 

(e) Contracts and instruments of Secretary con-
cerned backed by full faith and credit of 
United States 

All contracts and instruments of the Sec-
retary concerned to provide, or providing, for fi-
nancial assistance shall be general obligations 
of the United States backed by its full faith and 
credit. 

(f) Contestability of contracts 

Subject to the conditions of any contract for 
financial assistance, such contract shall be in-
contestable in the hands of the holder, except as 
to fraud or material misrepresentation on the 
part of the holder. 

(g) Fees for loan guarantees, etc. 

(1) A fee or fees may be charged and collected 
by the Secretary concerned for any loan guaran-
tee, price guarantee, or purchase agreement pro-
vided under this subchapter. 

(2) The amount of such fee shall be based on 
the estimated administrative costs and risk of 
loss, except that such fee may not exceed 1 per 
centum of the amount of the financial assist-
ance provided. 

(h) Deposit of amounts received by Secretary 
concerned 

All amounts received by the Secretary of Agri-
culture or the Secretary of Energy as fees, inter-
est, repayment of principal, and any other mon-
eys received by either Secretary from activities 
under this subchapter shall be deposited in the 
Treasury of the United States as miscellaneous 
receipts. The preceding sentence shall not apply 
to insured loans made under section 8813 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 217, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 693.) 

§ 8818. Reports 

(a) Repealed. Pub. L. 99–386, title I, § 101(a), Aug. 
22, 1986, 100 Stat. 821 

(b) Comprehensive list of loans, grants, etc. 

Within 120 days after June 30, 1980, the Sec-
retary of Energy and the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall submit to the Congress a compre-
hensive list of all the types of loans, grants, in-
centives, rebates, or any other such private, 
State, or Federal economic or financial benefits 
now in effect or proposed which can be or have 
been used for production of alcohol to be used as 
a motor fuel or petroleum substitute. 

(c) Annual reports; report evaluating overall im-
pact and plan for termination of Office of Al-
cohol Fuels 

(1)(A) The Office of Alcohol Fuels shall submit 
to the Congress and the President annual re-
ports containing a general description of the Of-
fice’s operations during the year and a descrip-
tion and evaluation of each biomass energy 
project for which financial assistance by the Of-
fice is then in effect. 
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(B) Each annual report shall describe progress 
made toward meeting the goals of this sub-
chapter and contain specific recommendations 
on what actions the Congress could take in 
order to facilitate the work of the Office in 
achieving such goals. 

(C) Each annual report under this subsection 
shall contain financial statements prepared by 
the Office. 

(2) On or before September 30, 1990, the Office 
shall submit to the Congress and the President 
a report evaluating the overall impact made by 
the Office and describing the status of each bio-
mass energy project which has received finan-
cial assistance under this subchapter from the 
Office. Such report shall contain a plan for the 
termination of the work of the Office. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 218, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 695; Pub. L. 99–386, title I, § 101(a), Aug. 22, 
1986, 100 Stat. 821.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–386 struck out subsec. (a) 
which related to submission of quarterly reports to the 
President and Congress by Secretary of Agriculture and 
Secretary of Energy. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in subsec. (c)(1) of this section relating to the require-
ment that the Office of Alcohol Fuels submit annual re-
ports to Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as 
amended, set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 
31, Money and Finance, and the 12th item on page 91 of 
House Document No. 103–7. 

§ 8819. Review; reorganization 

(a) The President shall review periodically the 
progress of the Secretary of Agriculture and the 
Secretary of Energy in carrying out the pur-
poses of this subchapter. 

(b) If the President determines it necessary in 
order to achieve such purposes the President 
may, in accordance with the provisions of chap-
ter 9 of title 5, provide for a reorganization, in-
cluding any required realignment of the respec-
tive programs of the Secretaries under this sub-
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 219, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 695.) 

§ 8820. Office of Alcohol Fuels 

(a) Establishment in Department of Energy; ap-
pointment and compensation of Director 

There is hereby established within the Depart-
ment of Energy an Office of Alcohol Fuels (here-
inafter in this section referred to as the ‘‘Of-
fice’’) to be headed by a Director, who shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, and who shall be 
compensated at the rate provided for level IV of 
the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of 
title 5. 

(b) Responsibilities of Director 

(1) The Director shall be responsible for carry-
ing out the functions of the Secretary of Energy 
under this subchapter which relate to alcohol, 
including the terms and conditions of financial 
assistance and the selection of recipients for 
that assistance, subject to the general super-
vision of the Secretary of Energy. 

(2) The Director shall be responsible directly 
to the Secretary of Energy. 

(c) Annual authorization and appropriation re-
quests for support of Office 

In each annual authorization and appropria-
tion request, the Secretary shall identify the 
portion thereof intended for the support of the 
Office and include a statement by the Office (1) 
showing the amount requested by the Office in 
its budgetary presentation to the Secretary and 
the Office of Management and Budget and (2) an 
assessment of the budgetary needs of the Office. 
Whenever the Office submits to the Secretary, 
the President, or the Office of Management and 
Budget, any formal legislative recommendation 
or testimony, or comments on legislation, pre-
pared for submission to Congress, the Office 
shall concurrently transmit a copy thereof to 
the appropriate committees of Congress. 

(d) Consultations respecting coordination of pro-
grams 

The Secretary of Energy, after consultation 
with the Director, shall consult with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of Transportation, the 
Secretary of Commerce, the Administrator of 
the Community Services Administration, the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, or their appointed representatives, in 
order to coordinate the programs under the Di-
rector’s responsibility with other programs 
within the Department of Energy and in such 
Federal agencies, which are related to the pro-
duction of alcohol. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 220, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 696.) 

COMMUNITY SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

Community Services Administration, which was es-
tablished by section 601 of Economic Opportunity Act 
of 1964, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2941), terminated when 
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, Pub. L. 88–452, Aug. 
20, 1964, 78 Stat. 508, as amended, was repealed, except 
for titles VIII and X, effective Oct. 1, 1981, by section 
683(a) of Pub. L. 97–35, title VI, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 
519, which is classified to 42 U.S.C. 9912(a). An Office of 
Community Services, headed by a Director, was estab-
lished in Department of Health and Human Services by 
section 676 of Pub. L. 97–35, which is classified to 42 
U.S.C. 9905. 

§ 8821. Termination of authorities; modification 
of terms and conditions of conditional com-
mitments for loan guarantees 

No insured loan, loan guarantee, price guaran-
tee, or purchase agreement may be committed 
to or made under this subchapter after Septem-
ber 30, 1984, except that all conditional commit-
ments for loan guarantees under this subchapter 
which were in existence on September 30, 1984, 
are hereby extended through June 30, 1987. This 
section shall not be construed to affect the au-
thority of the Secretary concerned to spend 
funds after such date pursuant to any contract 
for financial assistance made on or before that 
date under this subchapter. Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this subchapter, the Sec-
retary of Energy may modify the terms and con-
ditions of any conditional commitment for a 
loan guarantee under this subchapter made be-
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fore October 1, 1984, including the amount of the 
loan guarantee. Nothing in this section shall be 
interpreted as indicating Congressional approval 
with respect to any pending conditional com-
mitments under this Act. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 221, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 696; Pub. L. 99–24, § 1(a), Apr. 16, 1985, 99 
Stat. 50; Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(a), Dec. 19, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1185; Pub. L. 99–272, title VII, § 7301, Apr. 7, 
1986, 100 Stat. 143; Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(h) [title 
III, § 318], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–242, 1783–286, 
and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(h) [title III, § 318], Oct. 
30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–242, 3341–287; Pub. L. 
100–202, § 106, Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1329–433.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 96–294, June 
30, 1980, 94 Stat. 611, as amended, known as the Energy 
Security Act. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
8801 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 99–591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99–500. 
Amendment of section by Pub. L. 99–190 is based on 

section 630 of title VI of H.R. 3037 [Agriculture, Rural 
Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1986], as incorporated by reference by section 
101(a) of Pub. L. 99–190, and enacted into law by section 
106 of Pub. L. 100–202. 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—For amendment by Pub. L. 100–202, see 1985 
Amendment note below. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–500 and Pub. L. 99–591 substituted 
‘‘through June 30, 1987’’ for ‘‘through June 30, 1986’’. 

Pub. L. 99–272 made amendment substantially iden-
tical to that by Pub. L. 99–190, substituting ‘‘through 
June 30, 1986’’ for ‘‘through September 30, 1985’’ and in-
serting provisions authorizing the Secretary of Energy 
to modify the terms and conditions of any conditional 
commitment for a loan guarantee under this sub-
chapter made before Oct. 1, 1984, including the amount 
of the guarantee, and further providing that nothing in 
this section shall be interpreted as indicating Congres-
sional approval with respect to any pending conditional 
commitments. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(a), as enacted by Pub. L. 
100–202, substituted ‘‘through June 30, 1986’’ for 
‘‘through September 30, 1985’’ and inserted provisions 
authorizing the Secretary of Energy to modify the 
terms and conditions of any conditional commitment 
for a loan guarantee under this subchapter made before 
Oct. 1, 1984, including the amount of the guarantee, and 
further providing that nothing in this section shall be 
interpreted as indicating Congressional approval with 
respect to any pending conditional commitments. See 
Codification note above. 

Pub. L. 99–24 inserted ‘‘, except that all conditional 
commitments for loan guarantees under this sub-
chapter which were in existence on September 30, 1984, 
are hereby extended through September 30, 1985’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Section 106 of Pub. L. 100–202 provided that the 
amendment made by that section is effective on date of 
enactment [Dec. 19, 1985] of the ‘‘pertinent joint resolu-
tion’’ making continuing appropriations for fiscal year 
1986 [Pub. L. 99–190]. 

PENDING CONDITIONAL COMMITMENTS 

Section 1(b) of Pub. L. 99–24 provided that: ‘‘Enact-
ment of this Act [amending this section] shall not be 
interpreted as indicating congressional approval with 
respect to any pending conditional commitments under 
this Act.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER II—MUNICIPAL WASTE 
BIOMASS ENERGY 

§ 8831. Municipal waste energy development plan 

(a) Preparation by Secretary of Energy; consult-
ative requirements 

The Secretary of Energy shall prepare a com-
prehensive plan for carrying out this sub-
chapter. In the preparation of such plan, the 
Secretary shall consult with the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Secretary of Commerce, and the head of such 
other Federal agencies as the Secretary deems 
appropriate. 

(b) Transmittal to President and Congress 

Not later than 90 days after June 30, 1980, the 
Secretary shall transmit the comprehensive 
plan to the President and the Congress. 

(c) Required statements 

The comprehensive plan under this section 
shall include a statement setting forth— 

(1) the anticipated research, development, 
demonstration, and commercialization objec-
tives to be achieved; 

(2) the management structure and approach 
to be adopted to carry out such plan; 

(3) the program strategies, including de-
tailed milestone goals to be achieved; 

(4) the specific funding requirements for in-
dividual program elements and activities, in-
cluding the total estimated construction costs 
of proposed projects; and 

(5) the estimated relative financial contribu-
tions of the Federal Government and non-Fed-
eral participants in the program. 

(d) Report to President and Congress; contents 

Not later than January 1, 1982, the Secretary 
shall prepare and submit to the President and 
the Congress a report containing a complete de-
scription of any financial, institutional, envi-
ronmental, and social barriers to the develop-
ment and application of technologies for the re-
covery of energy from municipal wastes. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title II, § 231, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 696.) 

§ 8832. Construction loans 

(a) Authority of Secretary of Energy 

Subject to sections 8835 and 8836 of this title, 
the Secretary of Energy may commit to make, 
and make, loans for the construction of munici-
pal waste energy projects. 

(b) Estimated project construction costs as deter-
minative of initial and revised amount of 
loan; interest rate 

(1) Any loan under this section— 
(A) may not exceed 80 per centum of the 

total estimated cost of the construction of the 
municipal waste energy project involved, and 

(B) shall bear interest at a rate determined 
by the Secretary of Energy (taking into con-
sideration the current average market yield 
on outstanding marketable obligations of the 
United States with remaining periods to ma-
turity comparable to the average maturities 
of such loans) plus not to exceed one per cen-
tum, as determined by the Secretary of En-
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