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disbursing officer shall not be held accountable 

or responsible for any illegal, improper, or in-

correct payment resulting from any false, inac-

curate, or misleading certificate, the respon-

sibility for which, under subsection (c) of this 

section, is imposed upon a certifying officer or 

employee of the Government Printing Office. 
(b)(1) Upon the death, resignation, or separa-

tion from office of the disbursing officer, his ac-

counts may be continued, and payments and col-

lection may be made in his name, by any indi-

vidual designated as a deputy disbursing officer 

by the Public Printer, for a period of time not to 

extend beyond the last day of the second month 

following the month in which the death, res-

ignation, or separation occurred. Accounts and 

payments shall be allowed, audited, and settled, 

and checks signed in the name of the former dis-

bursing officer by a deputy disbursing officer 

shall be honored in the same manner as if the 

former disbursing officer had continued in of-

fice. 
(2) A former disbursing officer of the Govern-

ment Printing Office or his estate may not be 

subject to any legal liability or penalty for the 

official accounts or defaults of the deputy dis-

bursing officer acting in the name or in the 

place of the former disbursing officer. Each dep-

uty disbursing officer is responsible for accounts 

entrusted to him under paragraph (1) of this sub-

section, and the deputy disbursing officer is lia-

ble for any default occurring during his service 

under such paragraph. 
(c)(1) The Public Printer may designate in 

writing officers and employees of the Govern-

ment Printing Office to certify vouchers for pay-

ment from appropriations and funds. Such offi-

cers and employees shall (A) be responsible for 

the existence and correctness of the facts re-

cited in the certificate or other voucher or its 

supporting papers and for the legality of the 

proposed payment under the appropriation or 

fund involved, (B) be responsible and account-

able for the correctness of the computations of 

certified vouchers, and (C) be accountable for, 

and required to make restitution to, the United 

States for the amount of any illegal, improper, 

or incorrect payment resulting from any false, 

inaccurate, or misleading certificate made by 

him, as well as for any payment prohibited by 

law or which did not represent a legal obligation 

under the appropriation or fund involved. How-

ever, the Comptroller General of the United 

States, may, at his discretion, relieve such cer-

tifying officer or employee of liability for any 

payment otherwise proper whenever he finds 

that (i) the certification was based on the offi-

cial records and that such certifying officer or 

employee did not know, and by reasonable dili-

gence and inquiry could not have ascertained, 

the actual facts, or (ii) when the obligation was 

incurred in good faith, the payment was not con-

trary to any statutory provision specifically 

prohibiting payments of the character involved, 

and the United States has received value for 

such payment. The Comptroller General shall 

relieve such certifying officer or employee of li-

ability for an overpayment for transportation 

services made to any common carrier covered by 

section 3726 of title 31, whenever he finds that 

the overpayment occurred solely because the ad-

ministrative examination made prior to pay-

ment of the transportation bill did not include a 

verification of transportation rates, freight clas-

sifications, or land grant deductions. 

(2) The liability of such certifying officers or 

employees shall be enforced in the same manner 

and to the same extent as provided by law with 

respect to the enforcement of the liability of 

disbursing and other accountable officers. Such 

certifying officers and employees shall have the 

right to apply for and obtain a decision by the 

Comptroller General on any question of law in-

volved in a payment on any vouchers presented 

to them for certification. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1240; Pub. 

L. 92–310, title II, § 210(b), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 

204; Pub. L. 93–459, § 1(a), Oct. 20, 1974, 88 Stat. 

1384; Pub. L. 95–473, § 2(a)(5), Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 

1466; Pub. L. 97–258, § 3(m)(1), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 

Stat. 1066.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., §§ 52a, 63, 73 (part) 

(June 25, 1910, ch. 384, § 1, 36 Stat. 770; Feb. 20, 1923, ch. 

98, 42 Stat. 1278; Pub. L. 86–31, May 26, 1959, 73 Stat. 60). 

The last paragraph of this section is from former sec-

tion 73; the remainder of that section will be found in 

section 1702 of the revision. 

Paragraph (a) deleted as executed. 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 97–258 substituted ‘‘sec-

tion 3726 of title 31’’ for ‘‘section 244 of title 31’’. 

1978—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 95–473 substituted ‘‘sec-

tion 244 of title 31’’ for ‘‘section 66 of title 49’’. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–459 substituted ‘‘Disbursing officer; 

deputy disbursing officer; certifying officers and em-

ployees’’ for ‘‘Disbursing officer: continuation and set-

tlement of accounts during vacancy in office; respon-

sibility for accounts; disbursements for Superintendent 

of Documents’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–459 added subsec. (a). Former 

subsec. (a) redesignated (b)(1). 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 93–459 redesignated provisions 

of former subsec. (a) as subsec. (b)(1) and substituted 

‘‘by any individual designated as a deputy disbursing 

officer by the Public Printer’’ for ‘‘by the deputy dis-

bursing officer or officers designated by the Public 

Printer’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 93–459 redesignated provisions 

of former subsec. (b) as subsec. (b)(2) and substituted 

‘‘paragraph (1) of this subsection’’ for ‘‘subsection (a) of 

this section’’, and ‘‘under such paragraph’’ for ‘‘under 

subsection (a) of this section’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–459 added subsec. (c). Former 

subsec. (c), relating to disbursements on account of sal-

aries or other expenses of the office of the Superintend-

ent of Documents, was struck out. 

1972—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–310 struck out provisions 

which related to sureties on official bonds. 

§ 309. Revolving fund for operation and mainte-
nance of Government Printing Office: cap-
italization; reimbursements and credits; ac-
counting and budgeting; reports 

(a) The revolving fund of $1,000,000 established 

July 1, 1953, is available without fiscal year lim-

itation, for— 

the operation and maintenance of the Gov-

ernment Printing Office (except for those pro-

grams of the Superintendent of Documents 

which are funded by specific appropriations), 

including rental of buildings; 

attendance at meetings; 



Page 10 TITLE 44—PUBLIC PRINTING AND DOCUMENTS § 309 

maintenance and operation of the emer-

gency room; 
uniforms or uniform allowances; 
boots, coats, and gloves; 
repairs and minor alterations to buildings; 

and 
expenses authorized in writing by the Joint 

Committee on Printing for inspection of Gov-

ernment printing activities. 

In addition, the Public Printer shall provide 

capital for the fund by capitalizing, at fair and 

reasonable values as jointly determined by him 

and the Comptroller General, the current inven-

tories, plant, and building appurtenances, except 

building structures and land, equipment, and 

other assets of the Government Printing Office. 
(b) The fund shall be— 

(1) reimbursed for the cost of all services and 

supplies furnished, including those furnished 

other appropriations of the Government Print-

ing Office, at rates which include charges for 

overhead and related expenses, depreciation of 

plant and building appurtenances, except 

building structures and land, and equipment, 

and accrued leave; and 
(2) credited with all receipts including sales 

of Government publications, waste, con-

demned, and surplus property and with pay-

ments received for losses or damage to prop-

erty. 

(c) An adequate system of accounts for the 

fund shall be maintained on the accrual method, 

and financial reports prepared on the basis of 

the accounts. The Public Printer shall prepare 

and submit an annual business-type budget pro-

gram for the operations under this fund. This 

budget program shall be considered and enacted 

as prescribed by section 9104 of title 31. 
(d) The Inspector General of the Government 

Printing Office shall audit the financial and 

operational activities of the Government Print-

ing Office each year. The audits shall be con-

ducted under the direction of the Joint Commit-

tee on Printing. For purposes of the audits, the 

Inspector General shall have such access to the 

records, files, personnel, and facilities of the 

Government Printing Office as the Inspector 

General considers appropriate. The Inspector 

General shall furnish reports of the audits to the 

Congress and the Public Printer. 
(e) The Public Printer shall prepare an annual 

financial statement meeting the requirements of 

section 3515(b) of title 31, United States Code. 

Each financial statement shall be audited in ac-

cordance with applicable generally accepted 

Government auditing standards— 
(1) by an independent external auditor se-

lected by the Public Printer, or 
(2) at the request of the Joint Committee on 

Printing, by the Inspector General of the Gov-

ernment Printing Office. 

(f) The Comptroller General of the United 

States may audit the financial statement pre-

pared under subsection (e) at his or her discre-

tion or at the request of the Joint Committee on 

Printing. An audit by the Comptroller General 

shall be in lieu of the audit otherwise required 

by that subsection. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1241; Pub. 

L. 93–604, title VII, § 707, Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 

1965; Pub. L. 97–258, § 3(m)(2), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 

Stat. 1066; Pub. L. 100–458, title III, § 310, Oct. 1, 

1988, 102 Stat. 2184; Pub. L. 101–163, title III, § 309, 

Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 1065; Pub. L. 101–520, title 

II, § 207, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2274; Pub. L. 

103–69, title II, § 207(a), Aug. 11, 1993, 107 Stat. 707; 

Pub. L. 104–316, title I, § 123(a), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 

Stat. 3839.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 63, 63a (Aug. 1, 1953, 

ch. 304, title I, § 101, 67 Stat. 330; Aug. 5, 1955, ch. 568, 

§ 101, 69 Stat. 519; June 27, 1956, ch. 453, § 101, 70 Stat. 

369); § 63a (July 28, 1967, Pub. L. 90–57, § 101 (part), 81 

Stat. 141). 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–316, § 123(a)(1), amended 

subsec. (d) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (d) 

read as follows: ‘‘The Comptroller General shall audit 

the activities of the Government Printing Office at 

least once every 3 years and shall furnish reports of 

such audits to the Congress and the Public Printer. For 

these purposes the Comptroller General shall have such 

access to the records, files, personnel, and facilities of 

the Government Printing Office as he considers nec-

essary.’’ 

Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 104–316, § 123(a)(2), added sub-

secs. (e) and (f). 

1993—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–69 substituted ‘‘shall 

be—’’ for ‘‘shall be:’’ in introductory provisions, in-

serted ‘‘and’’ at end of par. (1), substituted a period for 

‘‘; and’’ at end of par. (2), and struck out par. (3) which 

read as follows: ‘‘charged with payment into mis-

cellaneous receipts of the Treasury of that part of the 

receipts from the sales of Government publications re-

quired by law.’’ 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–520 substituted ‘‘uni-

forms or uniform allowances’’ for ‘‘uniforms, or allow-

ances therefor, as authorized by section 5901 of Title 5’’. 

1989—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–163 struck out ‘‘not to 

exceed $3,000 in any fiscal year’’ after ‘‘attendance at 

meetings’’. 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–458, § 310(a), substituted 

in the first sentence ‘‘(except for those programs of the 

Superintendent of Documents which are funded by spe-

cific appropriations),’’ for ‘‘, except the Office of Super-

intendent of Documents’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–458, § 310(b), substituted ‘‘This 

budget program shall be considered and enacted as pre-

scribed by section 9104 of title 31.’’ for ‘‘The Comptrol-

ler General shall audit the activities of the Govern-

ment Printing Office at least once in every three years 

and shall furnish reports of such audits to the Congress 

and the Public Printer. For these purposes the Comp-

troller General shall have such access to the records, 

files, personnel, and facilities of the Government Print-

ing Office as he considers necessary.’’ 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 100–458, § 310(c), amended subsec. 

(d) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (d) read as 

follows: ‘‘Commencing with the fiscal year 1969, the an-

nual business-type budget for the fund shall be consid-

ered and enacted as prescribed by section 9104 of title 

31.’’ 

1982—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97–258 substituted ‘‘section 

9104 of title 31’’ for ‘‘section 849 of title 31’’. 

1975—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–604 substituted provisions 

that the Comptroller General shall audit the activities 

of the Government Printing Office at least once in 

every three years and furnish reports of the audits to 

the Congress and the Public Printer for provisions that 

the General Accounting Office shall audit the activities 

of the Government Printing Office and furnish an audit 

report annually to the Congress and the Public Printer. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Section 207(c) of Pub. L. 103–69 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by subsections (a) and (b) [amending 
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this section and section 1708 of this title] shall take ef-

fect on October 1, 1993.’’ 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 

of law requiring submittal to Congress of any annual, 

semiannual, or other regular periodic report listed in 

House Document No. 103–7 (in which the 23rd item on 

page 4 identifies a reporting provision which, as subse-

quently amended, is contained in subsec. (d) of this sec-

tion), see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set 

out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and 

Finance. 

FEDERAL REGISTER PROGRAM; USE OF REVOLVING 

FUND; REIMBURSEMENT 

Title II of S. 2939, Ninety-seventh Congress, 2d Ses-

sion, as reported Sept. 22, 1982, and incorporated by ref-

erence in Pub. L. 97–276, § 101(e), Oct. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1189, to be effective as if enacted into law, provided in 

part: ‘‘That hereafter the revolving fund shall be avail-

able to finance the costs of printing and binding all 

other publications of the Federal Register program and 

be reimbursed from appropriated funds available there-

for’’. 

§ 310. Payments for printing, binding, blank 
paper, and supplies 

An executive department or independent es-

tablishment of the Government ordering print-

ing and binding or blank paper and supplies 

from the Government Printing Office shall pay 

promptly by check to the Public Printer upon 

his written request, either in advance or upon 

completion of the work, all or part of the esti-

mated or actual cost, as the case may be, and 

bills rendered by the Public Printer are not sub-

ject to audit or certification in advance of pay-

ment. Adjustments on the basis of the actual 

cost of delivered work paid for in advance shall 

be made monthly or quarterly and as may be 

agreed by the Public Printer and the depart-

ment or establishment concerned. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1241.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 230 (Aug. 1, 1953, ch. 

304, title I, § 101, 67 Stat. 331). 

§ 311. Purchases exempt from the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act; con-
tract negotiation authority; small purchase 
threshold 

(a) Purchases may be made from appropria-

tions under the ‘‘Government Printing Office’’ 

without reference to subtitle I of title 40 and 

title III of the Federal Property and Administra-

tive Services Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 251 et seq.) 

concerning purchases for the Federal Govern-

ment. 

(b) In addition to the authority to negotiate 

otherwise provided by law, the Public Printer 

may negotiate purchases and contracts for sup-

plies or services for which the Public Printer de-

termines that it is impracticable to secure com-

petition by advertising. The Public Printer may 

not award a contract under this subsection un-

less he justifies the use of negotiation in writing 

and certifies the accuracy and completeness of 

the justification. The justification shall set out 

facts and circumstances that clearly and con-

vincingly establish that advertising would not 

be practicable for such contract. Such a jus-

tification is final and a copy thereof shall be 

maintained in the Government Printing Office 

for at least 6 years after the date of the deter-

mination. The Public Printer may designate one 

or more employees of the Government Printing 

Office to carry out this subsection. 
(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, section 3709 of the Revised Statutes (41 

U.S.C. 5) shall apply with respect to purchases 

and contracts for the Government Printing Of-

fice as if the reference to ‘‘$25,000’’ in clause (1) 

of such section were a reference to ‘‘$100,000’’. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1242; Pub. 

L. 99–151, title III, § 305(a), (b)(1), Nov. 13, 1985, 99 

Stat. 808; Pub. L. 106–57, title II, § 210(a), (b), 

Sept. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 425; Pub. L. 107–217, 

§ 3(l)(1), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1301.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 64 (Aug. 1, 1953, ch. 

304, title I, § 102, 67 Stat. 332). 
Reference to Printing Act of 1895 deleted as super-

seded by section 309. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Property and Administrative Services 

Act of 1949, referred to in subsec. (a), is act June 30, 

1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 377, as amended. Title III of the 

Act is classified generally to subchapter IV (§ 251 et 

seq.) of chapter 4 of Title 41, Public Contracts. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 471 of Title 40, 

Public Buildings, Property, and Works, and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–217 substituted ‘‘subtitle 

I of title 40 and title III of the Federal Property and 

Administrative Services Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 251 et 

seq.)’’ for ‘‘the Federal Property and Administrative 

Services Act, approved June 30, 1949, as amended,’’. 
1999—Pub. L. 106–57, § 210(b), inserted ‘‘; small pur-

chase threshold’’ after ‘‘authority’’ in section catch-

line. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–57, § 210(a), added subsec. (c). 
1985—Pub. L. 99–151, § 305(b)(1), inserted ‘‘; contract 

negotiation authority’’ in section catchline. 
Pub. L. 99–151, § 305(a), designated existing provisions 

as subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

§ 312. Machinery, material, equipment, or sup-
plies from other Government agencies 

An officer of the Government having machin-

ery, material, equipment, or supplies for print-

ing, binding, and blank-book work, including li-

thography, photolithography, and other proc-

esses of reproduction, no longer required or au-

thorized for his service, shall submit a detailed 

report of them to the Public Printer. The Public 

Printer, with the approval of the Joint Commit-

tee on Printing, may requisition such articles as 

are serviceable in the Government Printing Of-

fice, and they shall be promptly delivered to 

that office. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1242.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 59 (July 19, 1919, ch. 

24, § 3, 41 Stat. 233). 

§ 313. Examining boards: paper; bindery mate-
rials; machinery 

The Deputy Public Printer, the superintendent 

of printing, and a person designated by the Joint 
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