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1 See References in Text note below. 
1 See References in Text note below. 

Safety Act of 1970 (45 U.S.C. 431(c))’’ on authority of 
Pub. L. 103–272, § 6(b), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1378, the 
first section of which enacted subtitles II, III, and V to 
X of Title 49, Transportation. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 108–447, § 152(1), inserted 
‘‘, including any amount appropriated or otherwise 
made available to the State-owned railroad,’’ before 
‘‘shall be retained’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–447, § 152(2), added subsec. (e). 
1995—Subsecs. (a)(1), (c). Pub. L. 104–88 substituted 

‘‘part A’’ for ‘‘the jurisdiction of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission under chapter 105’’. 

1986—Subsec. (a)(6)(A). Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986’’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954’’, which for purposes of codification was 
translated as ‘‘title 26’’ thus requiring no change in 
text. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–88 effective Jan. 1, 1996, 
see section 2 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 701 of Title 49, Transportation. 

ABOLITION OF INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION AND 
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Interstate Commerce Commission abolished and func-
tions of Commission transferred, except as otherwise 
provided in Pub. L. 104–88, to Surface Transportation 
Board effective Jan. 1, 1996, by section 702 of Title 49, 
Transportation, and section 101 of Pub. L. 104–88, set 
out as a note under section 701 of Title 49. References 
to Interstate Commerce Commission deemed to refer to 
Surface Transportation Board, a member or employee 
of the Board, or Secretary of Transportation, as appro-
priate, see section 205 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a 
note under section 701 of Title 49. 

ALASKA RAILROAD 

Pub. L. 109–59, title IX, § 9006, Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 
1925, provided that: 

‘‘(a) GRANTS.—The Secretary [of Transportation] 
shall make grants to the Alaska Railroad for capital 
rehabilitation and improvements benefiting its pas-
senger operations. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
such sums as may be necessary.’’ 

Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 105–178, 
title VII, § 7204, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 477. 

§ 1208. Future rights-of-way 

(a) Access across Federal lands; application ap-
proval 

After January 14, 1983, the State or State- 
owned railroad may request the Secretary of the 
Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, as ap-
propriate under law, to expeditiously approve an 
application for a right-of-way in order that the 
Alaska Railroad or State-owned railroad may 
have access across Federal lands for transpor-
tation and related purposes. The State or State- 
owned railroad may also apply for a lease, per-
mit, or conveyance of any necessary or conven-
ient terminal and station grounds and material 
sites in the vicinity of the right-of-way for 
which an application has been submitted. 

(b) Consultative requirements prior to approval 
of application; conformance of rights-of-way, 
etc. 

Before approving a right-of-way application 
described in subsection (a) of this section, the 
Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Ag-

riculture, as appropriate, shall consult with the 
Secretary. Approval of an application for a 
right-of-way, permit, lease, or conveyance de-
scribed in subsection (a) of this section shall be 
pursuant to applicable law. Rights-of-way, 
grounds, and sites granted pursuant to this sec-
tion and other applicable law shall conform, to 
the extent possible, to the standards provided in 
the Act of March 12, 1914 (43 U.S.C. 975 et seq.) 
and section 1202(6) of this title. Such conform-
ance shall not be affected by the repeal of such 
Act under section 615 of this title.1 

(Pub. L. 97–468, title VI, § 609, Jan. 14, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2574; Pub. L. 108–7, div. I, title III, § 345(5), 
Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 418.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March 12, 1914 (43 U.S.C. 975 et seq.), referred 
to in subsec. (b), is act Mar. 12, 1914, ch. 37, 38 Stat. 305, 
as amended, popularly known as the Alaska Railroad 
Act, which enacted section 353a of Title 16, Conserva-
tion, and sections 975 to 975g of Title 43, Public Lands, 
and which was repealed by section 615(a)(1) of Pub. L. 
97–468 effective on the date of transfer of Alaska Rail-
road to the State [Jan. 5, 1985], pursuant to section 1203 
of this title. 

Section 615 of this title, referred to in subsec. (b), 
means section 615 of title VI of Pub. L. 97–468, Jan. 14, 
1983, 96 Stat. 2577. Title VI of Pub. L. 97–468 is known 
as the Alaska Railroad Transfer Act of 1982 and is clas-
sified principally to this chapter. Under section 615, the 
repeal is effective on the date of transfer to the State 
of Alaska (pursuant to section 1203 of this title) or 
other disposition (pursuant to section 1210 of this title), 
whichever first occurs. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 108–7 struck out subsec. (c) 
which read as follows: ‘‘Reversion to the United States 
of any portion of any right-of-way or exclusive-use 
easement granted to the State or State-owned railroad 
shall occur only as provided in section 1209 of this title. 
For purposes of such section, the date of the approval 
of any such right-of-way shall be deemed the ‘date of 
transfer’.’’ 

§ 1209. Repealed. Pub. L. 108–7, div. I, title III, 
§ 345(5), Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 418 

Section, Pub. L. 97–468, title VI, § 610, Jan. 14, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2575, related to reversion from the State of rail-
road property to the United States. 

§ 1210. Other disposition 

If the Secretary has not certified that the 
State has satisfied the conditions under section 
1203 of this title within one year after the date 
of delivery of the report referred to in section 
1204(a) of this title, the Secretary may dispose of 
the rail properties of the Alaska Railroad. Any 
disposal under this section shall give preference 
to a buyer or transferee who will continue to op-
erate rail service, except that— 

(1) such preference shall not diminish or 
modify the rights of the Cook Inlet Region, In-
corporated (as that term is used in section 12 
of the Act of January 2, 1976 (Public Law 
94–204; 89 Stat. 1150)), pursuant to such section, 
as amended by section 606(d) of this title; 1 and 

(2) this section shall not be construed to di-
minish or modify the powers of consent of the 
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