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enactment of Pub. L. 90–497, which was approved Sept. 
11, 1968. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–497 necessary to authorize 
the holding of an election for Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor on Nov. 3, 1970, effective Jan. 1, 1970, and all 
other amendments unless otherwise provided effective 
Jan. 4, 1971, see section 13 of Pub. L. 90–497, set out as 
a note under section 1422 of this title. 

§ 1423j. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) Appropriations, except as otherwise pro-
vided in this chapter, and except such appropria-
tions as shall be made from time to time by the 
Congress of the United States, shall be made by 
the legislature. 

(b) If at the termination of any fiscal year the 
legislature shall have failed to pass appropria-
tion bills providing for payments of the nec-
essary current expenses of the government and 
meeting its legal obligations for the ensuing fis-
cal year, then the several sums appropriated in 
the last appropriation bills for the objects and 
purposes therein specified, so far as the same 
may be applicable, shall be deemed to be re-
appropriated, item by item. 

(c) All appropriations made prior to August 1, 
1950 shall be available to the government of 
Guam. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 20, 64 Stat. 389.) 

§ 1423k. Right of petition 

The legislature or any person or group of per-
sons in Guam shall have the unrestricted right 
of petition. It shall be the duty of all officers of 
the government to receive and without delay to 
act upon or forward, as the case may require, 
any such petition. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 21, 64 Stat. 389.) 

§ 1423l. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Oct. 5, 1992, Pub. L. 102–381, title I, 106 
Stat. 1392, which authorized Territorial and local gov-
ernments of Guam to make purchases through General 
Services Administration, was from the Department of 
the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1992, and was not repeated in subsequent appropriation 
acts. See section 1469e of this title. Similar provisions 
were contained in the following prior appropriation 
acts: 

Nov. 13, 1991, Pub. L. 102–154, title I, 105 Stat. 1007. 
Nov. 5, 1990, Pub. L. 101–512, title I, 104 Stat. 1932. 
Oct. 23, 1989, Pub. L. 101–121, title I, 103 Stat. 716. 
Sept. 27, 1988, Pub. L. 100–446, title I, 102 Stat. 1797. 
Dec. 22, 1987, Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(g) [title I], 101 Stat. 

1329–213, 1329–231. 
Oct. 18, 1986, Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(h) [title I], 100 Stat. 

1783–242, 1783–258, and Oct. 30, 1986, Pub. L. 99–591, 
§ 101(h) [title I], 100 Stat. 3341–242, 3341–258. 

Dec. 19, 1985, Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(d) [title I], 99 Stat. 
1224, 1238. 

Oct. 12, 1984, Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(c) [title I], 98 
Stat. 1837, 1851. 

Nov. 4, 1983, Pub. L. 98–146, title I, 97 Stat. 931. 
Dec. 30, 1982, Pub. L. 97–394, title I, 96 Stat. 1979. 
Dec. 23, 1981, Pub. L. 97–100, title I, 95 Stat. 1401. 
Dec. 12, 1980, Pub. L. 96–514, title I, 94 Stat. 2969. 
Nov. 27, 1979, Pub. L. 96–126, title I, 93 Stat. 965. 
Oct. 17, 1978, Pub. L. 95–465, title I, 92 Stat. 1289. 
July 26, 1977, Pub. L. 95–74, title I, 91 Stat. 295. 
July 31, 1976, Pub. L. 94–373, title I, 90 Stat. 1052. 
Dec. 23, 1975, Pub. L. 94–165, title I, 89 Stat. 987. 
Aug. 31, 1974, Pub. L. 93–404, title I, 88 Stat. 812. 

Oct. 4, 1973, Pub. L. 93–120, title I, 87 Stat. 433. 
Aug. 10, 1972, Pub. L. 92–369, title I, 86 Stat. 512. 
Aug. 10, 1971, Pub. L. 92–76, title I, 85 Stat. 233. 
July 31, 1970, Pub. L. 91–361, title I, 84 Stat. 673. 
Oct. 29, 1969, Pub. L. 91–98, title I, 83 Stat. 151. 
July 26, 1968, Pub. L. 90–425, title I, 82 Stat. 430. 
June 24, 1967, Pub. L. 90–28, title I, 81 Stat. 63. 
May 31, 1966, Pub. L. 89–435, title I, 80 Stat. 174. 
June 28, 1965, Pub. L. 89–52, title I, 79 Stat. 179. 
July 7, 1964, Pub. L. 88–356, title I, 78 Stat. 278. 
July 26, 1963, Pub. L. 88–79, title I, 77 Stat. 102. 
Aug. 9, 1962, Pub. L. 87–578, title I, 76 Stat. 339. 
Aug. 3, 1961, Pub. L. 87–122, title I, 75 Stat. 250. 
May 13, 1960, Pub. L. 86–455, title I, 74 Stat. 112. 
June 23, 1959, Pub. L. 86–60, title I, 73 Stat. 101. 
June 4, 1958, Pub. L. 85–439, title I, 72 Stat. 163. 
July 1, 1957, Pub. L. 85–77, title I, 71 Stat. 265. 
June 13, 1956, ch. 380, title I, 70 Stat. 264. 
June 16, 1955, ch. 147, title I, 69 Stat. 149. 
July 1, 1954, ch. 446, title I, 68 Stat. 372. 
July 31, 1953, ch. 298, title I, 67 Stat. 273. 
July 9, 1952, ch. 597, title I, 66 Stat. 457. 
Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 375, title I, 65 Stat. 263. 
Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. VII, title I, 64 Stat. 694. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—THE JUDICIARY 

§ 1424. District Court of Guam; local courts; juris-
diction 

(a) District Court of Guam; unified court system 

(1) The judicial authority of Guam shall be 
vested in a court established by Congress des-
ignated as the ‘‘District Court of Guam’’, and a 
judicial branch of Guam which branch shall con-
stitute a unified judicial system and include an 
appellate court designated as the ‘‘Supreme 
Court of Guam’’, a trial court designated as the 
‘‘Superior Court of Guam’’, and such other lower 
local courts as may have been or shall hereafter 
be established by the laws of Guam. 

(2) The Supreme Court of Guam may, by rules 
of such court, create divisions of the Superior 
Court of Guam and other local courts of Guam. 

(3) The courts of record for Guam shall be the 
District Court of Guam, the Supreme Court of 
Guam, the Superior Court of Guam (except the 
Traffic and Small Claims divisions of the Supe-
rior Court of Guam) and any other local courts 
or divisions of local courts that the Supreme 
Court of Guam shall designate. 

(b) Jurisdiction 

The District Court of Guam shall have the ju-
risdiction of a district court of the United 
States, including, but not limited to, the diver-
sity jurisdiction provided for in section 1332 of 
title 28, and that of a bankruptcy court of the 
United States. 

(c) Original jurisdiction 

In addition to the jurisdiction described in 
subsection (b) of this section, the District Court 
of Guam shall have original jurisdiction in all 
other causes in Guam, jurisdiction over which is 
not then vested by the legislature in another 
court or other courts established by it. In causes 
brought in the district court solely on the basis 
of this subsection, the district court shall be 
considered a court established by the laws of 
Guam for the purpose of determining the re-
quirements of indictment by grand jury or trial 
by jury. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 22, 64 Stat. 389; Aug. 27, 
1954, ch. 1017, § 1, 68 Stat. 882; Pub. L. 85–444, §§ 1, 
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2, June 4, 1958, 72 Stat. 178, 179; Pub. L. 95–598, 
title III, § 335, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2680; Pub. L. 
98–454, title VIII, §§ 801, 803, title X, § 1001, Oct. 5, 
1984, 98 Stat. 1741, 1743, 1745; Pub. L. 108–378, 
§ 1(a), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2206.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–378 amended subsec. (a) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The judicial authority of Guam shall be vested 
in a court of record established by Congress, designated 
the ‘District Court of Guam,’ and such local court or 
courts as may have been or shall hereafter be estab-
lished by the laws of Guam in conformity with section 
1424–1 of this title.’’ 

1984—Pub. L. 98–454 amended section generally, strik-
ing out language which directed that no provisions of 
any rules which authorized or required trial by jury or 
the prosecution of offenses by indictment by a grand 
jury instead of by information be applicable to the Dis-
trict Court of Guam unless and until made so applica-
ble by laws enacted by the Legislature of Guam, re-
pealed that portion of section 1 of act Aug. 27, 1954, 
which had inserted such language originally, repealed 
section 335 of Pub. L. 95–598, which had amended this 
section, and transferred out of this section into sec-
tions 1424–1 to 1424–4, with amendments, the remaining 
provisions formerly set out in this section relating to 
the creation, jurisdiction, and rules governing proce-
dure in the Guam judicial system. 

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–598, § 335(a), inserted ‘‘and 
a bankruptcy court’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–598, § 335(b), substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 2075 of title 28, in cases under title 11,’’ for ‘‘sec-
tion 53 of title 11, in bankruptcy cases;’’. 

1958—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–444 provided that the Dis-
trict Court of Guam shall have jurisdiction in all 
causes arising under the Constitution, treaties, and 
laws of the United States, regardless of the sum or 
value of the matter in controversy, and to insert the 
paragraph requiring appeals to the District Court to be 
heard and determined by an appellate division. 

1954—Subsec. (b). Act Aug. 27, 1954, inserted provi-
sions making it clear that trial by jury or the prosecu-
tion of offenses by indictment by a grand jury instead 
of by information shall not be required in the District 
Court of Guam until so required by laws enacted by the 
Legislature of Guam; and defining the terms ‘‘attorney 
for the government’’, and ‘‘United States attorney’’, as 
used in the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, when 
applicable to cases arising under the laws of Guam. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Section 1005 of Pub. L. 98–454 provided that: ‘‘Titles 
VII, VIII, IX, and X of this Act [enacting sections 1424–1 
to 1424–4, 1493, and 1613a of this title, repealing section 
1400 of this title, amending this section and sections 
1424b, 1561, 1611, 1612, 1613, 1614, 1615, 1617, 1694, and 1821 
to 1824 of this title, and enacting provisions set out as 
notes under sections 1424b, 1612, and 1614 of this title 
and section 373 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Pro-
cedure] shall become effective on the ninetieth day fol-
lowing their enactment [Oct. 5, 1984].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 335(b) of Pub. L. 95–598 effec-
tive Oct. 1, 1979, see section 402(a) of Pub. L. 95–598, set 
out as an Effective Date note preceding section 101 of 
Title 11, Bankruptcy. 

Section 402(e) of Pub. L. 95–598, which provided a pro-
spective effective date for the amendment of subsec. (a) 
by section 335(a) of Pub. L. 95–598, was repealed by sec-
tion 1001 of Pub. L. 98–454. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1954 AMENDMENT 

Section 2 of act Aug. 27, 1954, provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by section 1 [amending this section] 
shall be deemed to be in effect as of August 1, 1950.’’ 

SEPARABILITY 

Section 4 of act Aug. 27, 1954, provided: ‘‘If any par-
ticular provision of this Act [amending this section and 
enacting provisions set out as notes under this section], 
or the application thereof to any person or circum-
stances, is held invalid, the remainder of the Act and 
the application of such provision to other persons or 
circumstances shall not be affected thereby.’’ 

NONREVERSAL OF CONVICTIONS PRIOR TO 
AUGUST 27, 1954 

Section 3 of act Aug. 27, 1954, provided: ‘‘No convic-
tion of a defendant in a criminal proceeding in the Dis-
trict Court of Guam heretofore had shall be reversed or 
set aside on the ground that the defendant was not in-
dicted by a grand jury or tried by a petit jury.’’ 

§ 1424–1. Jurisdiction and powers of local courts 

(a) Supreme Court of Guam 

The Supreme Court of Guam shall be the high-
est court of the judicial branch of Guam (exclud-
ing the District Court of Guam) and shall— 

(1) have original jurisdiction over proceed-
ings necessary to protect its appellate juris-
diction and supervisory authority and such 
other original jurisdiction as the laws of 
Guam may provide; 

(2) have jurisdiction to hear appeals over 
any cause in Guam decided by the Superior 
Court of Guam or other courts established 
under the laws of Guam; 

(3) have jurisdiction to issue all orders and 
writs in aid of its appellate, supervisory, and 
original jurisdiction, including those orders 
necessary for the supervision of the judicial 
branch of Guam; 

(4) have supervisory jurisdiction over the 
Superior Court of Guam and all other courts of 
the judicial branch of Guam; 

(5) hear and determine appeals by a panel of 
three of the justices of the Supreme Court of 
Guam and a concurrence of two such justices 
shall be necessary to a decision of the Su-
preme Court of Guam on the merits of an ap-
peal; 

(6) make and promulgate rules governing the 
administration of the judiciary and the prac-
tice and procedure in the courts of the judicial 
branch of Guam, including procedures for the 
determination of an appeal en banc; and 

(7) govern attorney and judicial ethics and 
the practice of law in Guam, including admis-
sion to practice law and the conduct and dis-
cipline of persons admitted to practice law. 

(b) Chief Justice of Supreme Court of Guam 

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Guam— 

(1) shall preside over the Supreme Court un-
less disqualified or unable to act; 

(2) shall be the administrative head of, and 
have general supervisory power over, all de-
partments, divisions, and other instrumental-
ities of the judicial branch of Guam; and 

(3) may issue such administrative orders on 
behalf of the Supreme Court of Guam as nec-
essary for the efficient administration of the 
judicial branch of Guam. 

(c) Orders of Chief Justice with respect to ap-
peals 

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Guam, or a justice sitting in place of such Chief 



Page 112 TITLE 48—TERRITORIES AND INSULAR POSSESSIONS § 1424–2 

Justice, may make any appropriate order with 
respect to— 

(1) an appeal prior to the hearing and deter-
mination of that appeal on the merits; or 

(2) dismissal of an appeal for lack of jurisdic-
tion or failure to take or prosecute the appeal 
in accordance with applicable laws or rules of 
procedure. 

(d) Other local courts 

Except as granted to the Supreme Court of 
Guam or otherwise provided by this chapter or 
any other Act of Congress, the Superior Court of 
Guam and all other local courts established by 
the laws of Guam shall have such original and 
appellate jurisdiction over all causes in Guam as 
the laws of Guam provide, except that such ju-
risdiction shall be subject to the exclusive or 
concurrent jurisdiction conferred on the District 
Court of Guam under section 1424 of this title. 

(e) Qualifications and duties of justices and 
judges 

The qualifications and duties of the justices 
and judges of the Supreme Court of Guam, the 
Superior Court of Guam, and all other local 
courts established by the laws of Guam shall be 
governed by the laws of Guam and the rules of 
such courts. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 22A, as added Pub. L. 
98–454, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1742; 
amended Pub. L. 108–378, § 1(b), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2206.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–378 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to Supreme Court of 
Guam and other courts for provisions consisting of sub-
secs. (a) to (c) relating to composition of local courts 
and establishment of appellate court, jurisdiction of 
courts, and practice and procedure in local courts and 
qualifications and duties of judges. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on ninetieth day following Oct. 5, 
1984, see section 1005 of Pub. L. 98–454, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 1984 Amendment note under section 1424 
of this title. 

§ 1424–2. Relations between courts of United 
States and courts of Guam 

The relations between the courts established 
by the Constitution or laws of the United States 
and the local courts of Guam with respect to ap-
peals, certiorari, removal of causes, the issuance 
of writs of habeas corpus, and other matters or 
proceedings shall be governed by the laws of the 
United States pertaining to the relations be-
tween the courts of the United States, including 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and the 
courts of the several States in such matters and 
proceedings. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 22B, as added Pub. L. 
98–454, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1742; 
amended Pub. L. 103–437, § 17(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 
108 Stat. 4595; Pub. L. 108–378, § 2, Oct. 30, 2004, 
118 Stat. 2208.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–378 struck out before period at end 
‘‘: Provided, That for the first fifteen years following 
the establishment of the appellate court authorized by 

section 1424–1(a) of this title, the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit shall have jurisdiction 
to review by writ of certiorari all final decisions of the 
highest court of Guam from which a decision could be 
had. The Judicial Council of the Ninth Circuit shall 
submit reports to the Committee on Energy and Natu-
ral Resources of the Senate and the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources of the House of Representatives at in-
tervals of five years following the establishment of 
such appellate court as to whether it has developed suf-
ficient institutional traditions to justify direct review 
by the Supreme Court of the United States from all 
such final decisions. The United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Circuit shall have jurisdiction to 
promulgate rules necessary to carry out the provisions 
of this subsection’’. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Natural Resources’’ 
for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs’’ before ‘‘of the 
House’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on ninetieth day following Oct. 5, 
1984, see section 1005 of Pub. L. 98–454, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 1984 Amendment note under section 1424 
of this title. 

§ 1424–3. Appellate jurisdiction of District Court; 
procedure; review by United States Court of 
Appeals for Ninth Circuit; rules; appeals to 
appellate court 

(a) Appellate jurisdiction of District Court 

Prior to the establishment of the appellate 
court authorized by section 1424–1(a) of this 
title, which is known as the Supreme Court of 
Guam, the District Court of Guam shall have 
such appellate jurisdiction over the local courts 
of Guam as the legislature may determine: Pro-

vided, That the legislature may not preclude the 
review of any judgment or order which involves 
the Constitution, treaties, or laws of the United 
States, including this chapter, or any authority 
exercised thereunder by an officer or agency of 
the Government of the United States, or the 
conformity of any law enacted by the legislature 
of Guam or of any orders or regulations issued 
or actions taken by the executive branch of the 
government of Guam with the Constitution, 
treaties, or laws of the United States, including 
this chapter, or any authority exercised there-
under by an officer or agency of the United 
States. 

(b) Appellate division of District Court; quorum; 
presiding judge; designation of judges; deci-
sions 

Appeals to the District Court of Guam shall be 
heard and determined by an appellate division of 
the court consisting of three judges, of whom 
two shall constitute a quorum. The district 
judge shall be the presiding judge of the appel-
late division and shall preside therein unless dis-
qualified or otherwise unable to act. The other 
judges who are to sit in the appellate division of 
any session shall be designated by the presiding 
judge from among the judges who are serving 
on, or are assigned to, the district court from 
time to time pursuant to section 1424b of this 
title: Provided, That no more than one of them 
may be a judge of a court of record of Guam. 
The concurrence of two judges shall be nec-
essary to any decision of the appellate division 
of the district court on the merits of an appeal, 
but the presiding judge alone may make any ap-
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propriate orders with respect to an appeal prior 
to the hearing and determination thereof on the 
merits and may dismiss an appeal for want of ju-
risdiction or failure to take or prosecute it in 
accordance with the applicable law or rules of 
procedure. 

(c) United States Court of Appeals for Ninth Cir-
cuit; jurisdiction; appeals; rules 

The United States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit shall have jurisdiction of appeals 
from all final decisions of the appellate division 
of the district court. The United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit shall have juris-
diction to promulgate rules necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this subsection. 

(d) Appeals to appellate court; effect on District 
Court 

Upon the establishment of the appellate court 
provided for in section 1424–1(a) of this title, 
which is known as the Supreme Court of Guam, 
all appeals from the decisions of the local courts 
not previously taken must be taken to such ap-
pellate court. The establishment of that appel-
late court shall not result in the loss of jurisdic-
tion of the appellate division of the district 
court over any appeal then pending in it. The 
rulings of the appellate division of the district 
court on such appeals may be reviewed in the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit and in the Supreme Court notwithstand-
ing the establishment of the appellate court. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 22C, as added Pub. L. 
98–454, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1742; 
amended Pub. L. 108–378, § 1(c), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 
Stat. 2207.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–378, § 1(c)(1), inserted 
‘‘which is known as the Supreme Court of Guam,’’ after 
‘‘appellate court authorized by section 1424–1(a) of this 
title,’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–378, § 1(c)(2), inserted ‘‘, which 
is known as the Supreme Court of Guam,’’ after ‘‘appel-
late court provided for in section 1424–1(a) of this title’’ 
and substituted ‘‘taken to such appellate court’’ for 
‘‘taken to the appellate court’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on ninetieth day following Oct. 5, 
1984, see section 1005 of Pub. L. 98–454, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 1984 Amendment note under section 1424 
of this title. 

§ 1424–4. Criminal offenses; procedure; defini-
tions 

Where appropriate, the provisions of part II of 
title 18 and of title 28, United States Code, and 
notwithstanding the provision in rule 54(a) Fed-
eral Rules of Criminal Procedure relating to the 
prosecution of criminal offenses on Guam by in-
formation, the rules of practice and procedure 
heretofore or hereafter promulgated and made 
effective by the Congress or the Supreme Court 
of the United States pursuant to titles 11, 18, 
and 28, United States Code, shall apply to the 
District Court of Guam and appeals therefrom; 
except that the terms, ‘‘Attorney for the govern-
ment’’ and ‘‘United States attorney’’, as used in 
the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, shall, 
when applicable to cases arising under the laws 

of Guam, including the Guam Territorial income 
tax, mean the Attorney General of Guam or 
such other person or persons as may be author-
ized by the laws of Guam to act therein. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 22D, as added Pub. L. 
98–454, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1743.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, referred to 
in text, are set out in the Appendix to Title 18, Crimes 
and Criminal Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on ninetieth day following Oct. 5, 
1984, see section 1005 of Pub. L. 98–454, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 1984 Amendment note under section 1424 
of this title. 

§ 1424a. Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 655, § 56(e), 65 
Stat. 729 

Section, act Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 23, 64 Stat. 390, re-
lated to appeals from the District Court of Guam to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 
and to the United States Supreme Court. See sections 
41, 1252, 1291, 1292, and 1294 of Title 28, Judiciary and Ju-
dicial Procedure. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Subsec. (l) of section 56 of act Oct. 31, 1951, provided 
that the repeal by section 56 of act Oct. 31, 1951, shall 
not affect any rights or liabilities existing hereunder 
on the effective date of that repeal (Oct. 31, 1951). 

§ 1424b. Judge of District Court; appointment, 
tenure, removal, and compensation; appoint-
ment of United States attorney and marshal 

(a) The President shall, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appoint a judge for 
the District Court of Guam who shall hold office 
for the term of ten years and until his successor 
is chosen and qualified unless sooner removed by 
the President for cause. The judge shall receive 
a salary payable by the United States which 
shall be at the rate prescribed for judges of the 
United States district courts. 

The Chief Judge of the Ninth Judicial Circuit 
of the United States may assign a judge of a 
local court of record or a judge of the High 
Court of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands or a circuit or district judge of the ninth 
circuit or a recalled senior judge of the District 
Court of Guam or of the District Court for the 
Northern Mariana Islands, or the Chief Justice 
of the United States may assign any other 
United States circuit or district judge with the 
consent of the judge so assigned and of the chief 
judge of his circuit, to serve temporarily as a 
judge in the District Court of Guam whenever it 
is made to appear that such an assignment is 
necessary for the proper dispatch of the business 
of the court. 

(b) The President shall appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, a United 
States attorney and United States marshal for 
Guam to whose offices the provisions of chapters 
35 and 37 of title 28, respectively, shall apply. 

(Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, § 24, 64 Stat. 390; Oct. 31, 
1951, ch. 655, § 55(a), 65 Stat. 728; Pub. L. 85–444, 
§ 3, June 4, 1958, 72 Stat. 179; Pub. L. 98–454, title 
VIII, § 802, Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1743.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–454, § 802(a)–(c), sub-
stituted ‘‘for the term of ten years’’ for ‘‘for a term of 
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eight years’’ in first par., and, in second par., sub-
stituted ‘‘a local court of record’’ for ‘‘the Island Court 
of Guam’’ and inserted ‘‘or a recalled senior judge of 
the District Court of Guam or of the District Court of 
the Northern Mariana Islands’’ after ‘‘ninth circuit’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–454, § 802(d), substituted ‘‘35’’ 
and ‘‘37’’ for ‘‘31’’ and ‘‘33’’ respectively. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98–454, § 802(e), struck out subsec. 
(c) which provided that chapters 43 and 49 of title 28 
shall apply to the District Court of Guam. 

1958—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–444 increased the term of 
office from four to eight years, substituted provisions 
requiring the salary of the judge to be at the rate pre-
scribed for judges of the United States district courts 
for provisions which required the salary of the judge to 
be the same as salary of the Governor of Guam, and in-
serted provisions permitting the Chief Judge of the 
Ninth Circuit to make temporary assignments. 

1951—Subsec. (a). Act Oct. 31, 1951, in second sentence, 
struck out ‘‘, and shall be entitled to the benefits of re-
tirement provided in section 373 of title 28’’. 

Subsec. (c). Act Oct. 31, 1951, struck out references to 
chapters 21, 41, and 57 of title 28. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendments by Pub. L. 98–454 effective on ninetieth 
day following Oct. 5, 1984, see section 1005 of Pub. L. 
98–454, set out as a note under section 1424 of this title. 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of this 
title. 

EXTENSION OF TERM OF DISTRICT JUDGES; 
APPLICABILITY; EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 1004 of Pub. L. 98–454 provided that: ‘‘The pro-
visions of sections 706(a), 802(a), and 901(a) of this Act 
[amending sections 1614, 1424b, and 1821, respectively, of 
this title] extending the terms of district court judges 
of the Virgin Islands, Guam, and the Northern Mariana 
Islands, respectively, from eight to ten years shall be 
applicable to the judges of those courts holding office 
on the effective date of this Act [Oct. 5, 1984].’’ 

§ 1424c. Review of claims respecting land on 
Guam 

(a) Jurisdiction 

Notwithstanding any law or court decision to 
the contrary, the District Court of Guam is 
hereby granted authority and jurisdiction to re-
view claims of persons, their heirs or legatees, 
from whom interests in land on Guam were ac-
quired other than through judicial condemna-
tion proceedings, in which the issue of com-
pensation was adjudicated in a contested trial in 
the District Court of Guam, by the United 
States between July 21, 1944, and August 23, 1963, 
and to award fair compensation in those cases 
where it is determined that less than fair mar-
ket value was paid as a result of (1) duress, un-
fair influence, or other unconscionable actions, 
or (2) unfair, unjust, and inequitable actions of 
the United States. 

(b) Acquisitions effected through condemnation 
proceedings 

Land acquisitions effected through judicial 
condemnation proceedings in which the issue of 
compensation was adjudicated in a contested 
trial in the District Court of Guam, shall remain 
res judicata and shall not be subject to review 
hereunder. 

(c) Fair compensation 

Fair compensation for purposes of this Act is 
defined as such additional amounts as are nec-

essary to effect payment of fair market value at 
the time of acquisition, if it is determined that, 
as a result of duress, unfair influence, or other 
unconscionable actions, fair market value was 
not paid. 

(d) Employment of special masters or judges 

The District Court of Guam may employ and 
utilize the services of such special masters or 
judges as are necessary to carry out the intent 
and purposes hereof. 

(e) Awards 

Awards made hereunder shall be judgments 
against the United States. 

(f) Limitation on attorney’s fees; violation; pen-
alty 

Attorney’s fees paid by claimants to counsel 
representing them may not exceed 5 per centum 
of any additional award. Any agreement to the 
contrary shall be unlawful and void. Whoever, in 
the United States or elsewhere, demands or re-
ceives any remuneration in excess of the maxi-
mum permitted by this section shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned 
not more than twelve months, or both. A reason-
able attorney’s fee may be awarded in appro-
priate cases. 

(g) Availability of documents, records, and writ-
ings to court 

All agencies and departments of the United 
States Government shall, upon request, deliver 
to the court any documents, records, and writ-
ings which are pertinent to any claim under re-
view. 

(Pub. L. 95–134, title II, § 204, Oct. 15, 1977, 91 
Stat. 1162; Pub. L. 96–205, title III, § 301(a), Mar. 
12, 1980, 94 Stat. 87.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 95–134, 
Oct. 15, 1977, 91 Stat. 1159, as amended, popularly known 
as the Omnibus Territories Act of 1977. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Organic Act of 
Guam which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–205 struck out provisions 
prohibiting allowance of interest on additional 
amounts of award. 

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN AWARDS BY DISTRICT COURT 
OF GUAM 

Pub. L. 100–647, title VI, § 6140, Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 
3724, provided that: ‘‘For purposes of the internal reve-
nue laws of the United States and Guam, gross income 
shall not include any amount received pursuant to any 
claim over which the District Court of Guam has juris-
diction by reason of section 204 of Public Law 95–134 
[this section] (commonly referred to as the Omnibus 
Territories Act of 1977). This section shall be effective 
for taxable years beginning after December 31, 1985.’’ 

COMMENCEMENT OF CIVIL ACTIONS BEFORE 
APRIL 1, 1982 

Section 301(b) of Pub. L. 96–205 provided that: ‘‘Any 
civil action under section 204 of the Omnibus Terri-
tories Act of 1977 (91 Stat. 1162) [this section] shall be 
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barred unless it is commenced not later than April 1, 
1982.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER V—PUBLIC HOUSING AND 
URBAN RENEWAL 

§ 1425. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act June 27, 1934, ch. 847, § 214, as added Apr. 
23, 1949, ch. 89, § 2(a), 63 Stat. 57, and amended, related 
to insurance of mortgages on property in Guam. See 
section 1715d of Title 12, Banks and Banking. 

§ 1425a. Legislative authority to create authori-
ties; appointment of members; powers of au-
thorities 

The Legislature of Guam may by law grant to 
a public corporate authority, existing or to be 
created by or under such law, powers to under-
take urban renewal and housing activities in 
Guam. Such legislature may by law provide for 
the appointment, terms of office, or removal of 
the members of such authority and for the pow-
ers of such authority, including authority to ac-
cept whatever benefits the Federal Government 
may make available, and to do all things, to ex-
ercise any and all powers, and to assume and ful-
fill any and all obligations, duties, responsibil-
ities, and requirements, including but not lim-
ited to those relating to planning or zoning, nec-
essary or desirable for receiving such Federal as-
sistance, except that such authority shall not be 
given any power of taxation, nor any power to 
pledge the faith and credit of the territory of 
Guam for any loan whatever. 

(Pub. L. 88–171, § 1, Nov. 4, 1963, 77 Stat. 304.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Organic Act of 
Guam which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1425b. Issuance of notes, bonds, and obligations 

The Legislature of Guam may by law author-
ize such authority, any provision of the Organic 
Act of Guam [48 U.S.C. 1421 et seq.], or any other 
Act of Congress to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, to borrow money and to issue notes, bonds, 
and other obligations of such character and ma-
turity, with such security, and in such manner 
as the legislature may provide. Such notes, 
bonds, and other obligations shall not be a debt 
of the United States, or of Guam other than 
such authority, nor constitute a debt, indebted-
ness, or the borrowing of money within the 
meaning of any limitation or restriction on the 
issuance of notes, bonds, or other obligations 
contained in any laws of the United States ap-
plicable to Guam or to any agency thereof. 

(Pub. L. 88–171, § 2, Nov. 4, 1963, 77 Stat. 304.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Organic Act of Guam, referred to in text, is act 
Aug. 1, 1950, ch. 512, 64 Stat. 384, as amended, which is 
classified generally to this chapter. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 1421 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Organic Act of 
Guam which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1425c. Authorization of loans, conveyances, etc. 

The Legislature of Guam may by law assist 
such authority by furnishing, or authorizing the 
furnishing of, cash donations, loans, convey-
ances of real and personal property, facilities, 
and services, and otherwise, and may by law 
take other action in aid of urban renewal or 
housing or related activities. 

(Pub. L. 88–171, § 3, Nov. 4, 1963, 77 Stat. 304.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Organic Act of 
Guam which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1425d. Ratification of prior act 

Each and every part of Public Law 6–135, ap-
proved December 18, 1962, heretofore enacted by 
the Legislature of Guam dealing with any part 
of the subject matter of sections 1425a to 1425e of 
this title and not inconsistent therewith is rati-
fied and confirmed. 

(Pub. L. 88–171, § 4, Nov. 4, 1963, 77 Stat. 304.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Organic Act of 
Guam which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1425e. Additional powers 

Powers granted herein shall be in addition to, 
and not in derogation of, any powers granted by 
other law to, or for the benefit or assistance of, 
any public corporate authority. 

(Pub. L. 88–171, § 5, Nov. 4, 1963, 77 Stat. 304.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Organic Act of 
Guam which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1426. Repealed. Aug. 2, 1954, ch. 649, title II, 
§ 205, 68 Stat. 622 

Section, acts Apr. 23, 1949, ch. 89, § 2(b), 63 Stat. 58; 
June 30, 1953, ch. 170, § 25(b), 67 Stat. 128, related to pur-
chase of insured mortgage loans by the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association, with respect to property 
in Guam. Section was not enacted as part of the Or-
ganic Act of Guam which comprises this chapter. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—GUAM DEVELOPMENT 
FUND 

§ 1428. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) For the purpose of promoting economic de-
velopment in the territory of Guam, there is au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of 
the Interior to be paid to the government of 
Guam for the purposes of this subchapter the 
sum of $5,000,000. 

(b) In addition to the appropriations author-
ized in subsection (a) of this section, $1,000,000 is 
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary 
of the Interior to be paid to the government of 
Guam annually for five fiscal years commencing 
in fiscal year 1978 to carry out the purposes of 
this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 90–601, § 2, Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat. 1172; 
Pub. L. 95–134, title II, § 202, Oct. 15, 1977, 91 Stat. 
1161.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Organic Act of 
Guam which comprises this chapter. 
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