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AMENDMENTS 

2003—Pub. L. 108–176, title I, §§ 152(b), 158(b), 159(a)(2), 

160(b), 181(b), title III, § 304(b), Dec. 12, 2003, 117 Stat. 

2507, 2509, 2510, 2513, 2515, 2538, added items 47138 to 

47142, subchapter III heading, and items 47171 to 47175. 

2000—Pub. L. 106–181, title I, §§ 123(a)(2), 132(b), 133(b), 

134(b), 135(d)(4), Apr. 5, 2000, 114 Stat. 74, 81–83, 85, 

struck out item 47132 ‘‘Pavement maintenance’’, added 

items 47135 to 47137, and substituted ‘‘conveyances’’ for 

‘‘gifts’’ in item 47152. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–264, title I, §§ 142(c), 147(c)(2), 

149(a)(2), title VIII, § 804(c), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 3221, 

3223, 3226, 3271, substituted ‘‘grant program’’ for ‘‘grant 

pilot program’’ in item 47128 and added items 47132, 

47133, and 47134. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–305, title I, §§ 113(b), 118(b), Aug. 23, 

1994, 108 Stat. 1579, 1580, added items 47129 and 47130 and 

redesignated former item 47129 as 47131. 

SUBCHAPTER I—AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT 

§ 47101. Policies 

(a) GENERAL.—It is the policy of the United 
States— 

(1) that the safe operation of the airport and 
airway system is the highest aviation priority; 

(2) that aviation facilities be constructed 
and operated to minimize current and pro-
jected noise impact on nearby communities; 

(3) to give special emphasis to developing re-
liever airports; 

(4) that appropriate provisions should be 
made to make the development and enhance-
ment of cargo hub airports easier; 

(5) to encourage the development of inter-
modal connections on airport property be-
tween aeronautical and other transportation 
modes and systems to serve air transportation 
passengers and cargo efficiently and effec-
tively and promote economic development; 

(6) that airport development projects under 
this subchapter provide for the protection and 
enhancement of natural resources and the 
quality of the environment of the United 
States; 

(7) that airport construction and improve-
ment projects that increase the capacity of fa-
cilities to accommodate passenger and cargo 

traffic be undertaken to the maximum feasible 
extent so that safety and efficiency increase 
and delays decrease; 

(8) to ensure that nonaviation usage of the 
navigable airspace be accommodated but not 
allowed to decrease the safety and capacity of 
the airspace and airport system; 

(9) that artificial restrictions on airport ca-
pacity— 

(A) are not in the public interest; 
(B) should be imposed to alleviate air traf-

fic delays only after other reasonably avail-
able and less burdensome alternatives have 
been tried; and 

(C) should not discriminate unjustly be-
tween categories and classes of aircraft; 

(10) that special emphasis should be placed 
on converting appropriate former military air 
bases to civil use and identifying and improv-
ing additional joint-use facilities; 

(11) that the airport improvement program 
should be administered to encourage projects 
that employ innovative technology (including 
integrated in-pavement lighting systems for 
runways and taxiways and other runway and 
taxiway incursion prevention devices), con-
cepts, and approaches that will promote safe-
ty, capacity, and efficiency improvements in 
the construction of airports and in the air 
transportation system (including the develop-
ment and use of innovative concrete and other 
materials in the construction of airport facili-
ties to minimize initial laydown costs, mini-
mize time out of service, and maximize 
lifecycle durability) and to encourage and so-
licit innovative technology proposals and ac-
tivities in the expenditure of funding pursuant 
to this subchapter; 

(12) that airport fees, rates, and charges 
must be reasonable and may only be used for 
purposes not prohibited by this subchapter; 
and 

(13) that airports should be as self-sustaining 
as possible under the circumstances existing 
at each particular airport and in establishing 
new fees, rates, and charges, and generating 
revenues from all sources, airport owners and 
operators should not seek to create revenue 
surpluses that exceed the amounts to be used 
for airport system purposes and for other pur-
poses for which airport revenues may be spent 
under section 47107(b)(1) of this title, including 
reasonable reserves and other funds to facili-
tate financing and cover contingencies. 

(b) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION POLICY.—(1) It 
is a goal of the United States to develop a na-
tional intermodal transportation system that 
transports passengers and property in an effi-
cient manner. The future economic direction of 
the United States depends on its ability to con-
front directly the enormous challenges of the 
global economy, declining productivity growth, 
energy vulnerability, air pollution, and the need 
to rebuild the infrastructure of the United 
States. 

(2) United States leadership in the world econ-
omy, the expanding wealth of the United States, 
the competitiveness of the industry of the 
United States, the standard of living, and the 
quality of life are at stake. 
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