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administrative action upon the training or 
readiness activity. 

(d) MORATORIUM.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), 
upon notification with respect to an administra-
tive action or proposed administrative action 
under subsection (a), the administrative action 
or proposed administrative action shall cease to 
be effective with respect to the Department of 
Defense until the earlier of— 

(A) the end of the five-day period beginning 
on the date of the notification; or 

(B) the date of an agreement between the 
head of the Executive agency concerned and 
the Secretary as a result of the consultations 
under subsection (c). 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply with respect 
to an administrative action or proposed admin-
istrative action if the head of the Executive 
agency concerned determines that the delay in 
enforcement of the administrative action or pro-
posed administrative action will pose an actual 
threat of an imminent and substantial endan-
germent to public health or the environment. 

(e) EFFECT OF LACK OF AGREEMENT.—(1) If the 
head of an Executive agency and the Secretary 
do not enter into an agreement under subsection 
(c)(2), the Secretary shall submit a written noti-
fication to the President who shall take final ac-
tion on the matter. 

(2) Not later than 30 days after the date on 
which the President takes final action on a mat-
ter under paragraph (1), the President shall sub-
mit to the committees referred to in subsection 
(a) a notification of the action. 

(f) LIMITATION ON DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY.— 
The head of an Executive agency may not dele-
gate any responsibility under this section. 

(g) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘Ex-
ecutive agency’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 105 of title 5, except that the 
term does not include the Government Account-
ability Office. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title III, § 325(a), 
Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1678; amended Pub. L. 
106–65, div. A, title X, § 1067(1), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 774; Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title X, 
§ 1084(c)(3), Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 2061.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 108–375 substituted ‘‘Govern-
ment Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Accounting 
Office’’. 

1999—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–65 substituted ‘‘and the 
Committee on Armed Services’’ for ‘‘and the Commit-
tee on National Security’’. 

§ 2015. Payment of expenses to obtain profes-
sional credentials 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, with re-
spect to the Coast Guard when it is not operat-
ing as a service in the Navy, may pay for— 

(1) expenses for members of the armed forces 
to obtain professional credentials, including 
expenses for professional accreditation, State- 
imposed and professional licenses, and profes-
sional certification; and 

(2) examinations to obtain such credentials. 

(b) LIMITATION.—The authority under sub-
section (a) may not be used to pay the expenses 

of a member to obtain professional credentials 
that are a prerequisite for appointment in the 
armed forces. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title V, § 538(a), 
Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3250.) 

§ 2016. Undergraduate nurse training program: 
establishment through agreement with aca-
demic institution 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AUTHORIZED.—(1) To in-
crease the number of nurses in the armed forces, 
the Secretary of Defense may enter into an 
agreement with one or more academic institu-
tions to establish and operate an undergraduate 
program (in this section referred to as a ‘‘under-
graduate nurse training program’’) under which 
participants will earn a bachelor of science de-
gree in nursing and serve as a member of the 
armed forces. 

(2) The Secretary of Defense may authorize 
the participation of members of the other uni-
formed services in the undergraduate nurse 
training program if the Secretary of Defense and 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
jointly determine the participation of such 
members in the program will facilitate an in-
crease in the number of nurses in the other uni-
formed services. 

(b) GRADUATION RATES.—An undergraduate 
nurse training program shall have the capacity 
to graduate 25 students with a bachelor of 
science degree in nursing in the first class of the 
program, 50 in the second class, and 100 annually 
thereafter. 

(c) ELEMENTS.—An undergraduate nurse train-
ing program shall have the following elements: 

(1) It shall involve an academic partnership 
with one or more academic institutions with 
existing accredited schools of nursing. 

(2) It shall recruit as participants qualified 
individuals with at least two years of appro-
priate academic preparation, as determined by 
the Secretary of Defense. 

(d) LOCATION OF PROGRAMS.—(1) An academic 
institution selected to operate an undergraduate 
nurse training program shall establish the pro-
gram at or near a military installation that has 
a military treatment facility designated as a 
medical center with inpatient capability and 
multiple graduate medical education programs 
located on the installation or within reasonable 
proximity to the installation. 

(2) Before approving a location as the site of 
an undergraduate nurse training program, the 
Secretary of Defense shall conduct an assess-
ment to ensure that the establishment of the 
program at that location will not adversely im-
pact or displace existing nurse training pro-
grams, either conducted by the Department of 
Defense or by a civilian entity, at the location. 

(e) LIMITATION ON FACULTY.—An agreement en-
tered into under subsection (a) shall not require 
members of the armed forces who are nurses to 
serve as faculty members for an undergraduate 
nurse training program. 

(f) MILITARY SERVICE COMMITMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall encourage members of 
the armed forces to apply to participate in an 
undergraduate nurse training program. Grad-
uates of the program shall incur a military serv-
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