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TIME FOR DESIGNATION OF AGENCY 

Section 1(b) of Pub. L. 99–567 provided that: ‘‘The des-

ignation of an agency pursuant to the amendment 

made by subsection (a) [amending this section] shall be 

made not later than sixty days after the date of enact-

ment of this Act [Oct. 27, 1986].’’ 

REPORT TO CONGRESS RESPECTING ASSISTANCE FUR-

NISHED BY PROFITMAKING CONCERNS TO SMALL BUSI-

NESS CONCERNS; CONTENTS 

Section 5(b) of Pub. L. 98–362 directed Small Business 

Administration, not later than Dec. 1, 1987, to report to 

Committees on Small Business of Senate and House of 

Representatives on impact of assistance provided in co-

operation with profitmaking concerns pursuant to 

amendment made by section 5(a)(2) of the Small Busi-

ness Computer Security and Education Act of 1984 

[amending this section], including information on bene-

fits provided to small business concerns assisted by Ad-

ministration’s cooperation with profitmaking concerns 

and any negative impact upon small businesses result-

ing from such cooperation with profitmaking concerns. 

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY; PROCUREMENT PROCE-

DURES UNDER 1983 AND 1984 AMENDMENTS APPLICA-

BLE ONLY TO PROCUREMENTS PAID FROM APPRO-

PRIATED FUNDS 

Section 404(c) of Pub. L. 98–577 provided that: ‘‘The 

provisions of the amendment made by subsection (a) of 

this section [enacting subsecs. (e) to (j) of this section 

and striking out former subsec. (e) of this section] shall 

apply to the Tennessee Valley Authority only with re-

spect to procurements to be paid from appropriated 

funds.’’ 

Section 1(b)(3) of Pub. L. 98–72 provided that: ‘‘The 

provisions of this Act [amending this section] shall 

apply to the Tennessee Valley Authority only with re-

spect to procurements to be paid from appropriated 

funds.’’ 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICANS AS DISADVANTAGED 

MINORITY IN 1978 

Section 118(c)(2) of Pub. L. 96–302 provided that the 

amendment of subsec. (d)(3)(C) by Pub. L. 96–302, in-

cluding Asian Pacific Americans among the disadvan-

taged minorities, shall apply as if included in the 

amendment made by section 211 of Pub. L. 95–507, to 

subsec. (d) of this section. 

BUSINESS PLANS; SUBMITTAL BY CONCERNS ELIGIBLE 

TO RECEIVE CONTRACTS 

Concerns eligible to receive contracts pursuant to 

subsec. (a) of this section required to submit business 

plans required under section 636(j)(10)(A)(i) of this title 

within certain time limits, provided that no determina-

tion made under this paragraph shall be considered a 

denial of total participation for the purposes of subsec. 

(a)(9) of this section, see section 106(b) of Pub. L. 96–481 

set out as a note under section 636 of this title. 

REPORTS TO CONGRESS; GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE 

REPORT ON BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT; QUARTERLY RE-

PORTS BY SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION TO CON-

GRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 

Section 202(b) of Pub. L. 95–507, as amended by Pub. 

L. 96–481, title I, § 102, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2321, pro-

vided not later than Jan. 31, 1981, the General Account-

ing Office submit to Congress a report which, with re-

spect to provisions of subsec. (a)(1)(B) and (2) of this 

section, evaluated the implementation of such provi-

sions and whether such implementation furthered the 

purposes under section 631(e) of this title, and required 

the Small Business Administration and the agency des-

ignated pursuant to subsec. (a)(1)(B) of this section to 

submit separate quarterly reports to specific congres-

sional committees, which reports were to contain a re-

view and evaluation of all activities conducted pursu-

ant to subsec. (a)(1)(B) during the previous three-month 

period, with the first such report submitted commenc-

ing on Jan. 2, 1981, for the preceding three-month pe-

riod, and to continue quarterly through, and include, 

the quarter ending Sept. 30, 1981. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

Advisory boards and committees in existence on Jan. 

5, 1973, to terminate not later than the expiration of 

the 2-year period following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the 

case of a board or committee established by the Presi-

dent or an officer of the Federal Government, such 

board or committee is renewed by appropriate action 

prior to the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the 

case of a board or committee established by the Con-

gress, its duration is otherwise provided by law. See 

sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 

Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Gov-

ernment Organization and Employees. 

DEFINITION 

Section 127(d) of Pub. L. 100–590 provided that: ‘‘For 

the purposes of this section [amending this section and 

enacting provisions set out as notes under this section], 

the term ‘small business concern owned and controlled 

by women’ means any small business concern— 
‘‘(1) that is at least 51 per centum owned by one or 

more women; and 

‘‘(2) whose management and daily business oper-

ations are controlled by one or more of such women.’’ 

Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 100–533, 

title II, § 204, Oct. 25, 1988, 102 Stat. 2692. 

§ 637a. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–409, § 3(b), May 2, 
1966, 80 Stat. 133 

Section, Pub. L. 87–550, § 2, July 25, 1962, 76 Stat. 221, 

authorized the Administration to make loans to assist 

in adjusting to competition from imports, described 

such authority as additional to that under the Small 

Business Act, provided for application of the Trade Ex-

pansion Act of 1962, authorized appropriations, and pro-

vided for an effective date. See section 636(e) of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective on July 1, 1966, see section 3(c) of 

Pub. L. 89–409, set out as a note under section 636 of 

this title. 

§ 637b. Availability of information 

(a) Requests for information 

For any contract to be let by any Federal 
agency, such agency shall provide to any small 
business concern upon its request— 

(1) a copy of bid sets and specifications with 
respect to such contract; 

(2) the name and telephone number of an em-
ployee of such agency to answer questions 
with respect to such contract; and 

(3) adequate citations to each major Federal 
law or agency rule with which such business 
concern must comply in performing such con-
tract. 

(b) Exempt contracts 

Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply 
to any contract or subcontract under such con-
tract which— 

(1) will be performed entirely outside any 
State, territory, or possession of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, or the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico; or 

(2) is for services which are personal in na-
ture. 

(Pub. L. 95–507, title II, § 223, Oct. 24, 1978, 92 
Stat. 1772.) 
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1 So in original. The word ‘‘and’’ probably should not appear. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Small Busi-

ness Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 637c. Definitions 

For purposes of this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion; 

(2) the term ‘‘Federal agency’’ has the mean-
ing given the term ‘‘agency’’ by section 551(1) 
of title 5, but does not include the United 
States Postal Service or the Government Ac-
countability Office; and 

(3) the term ‘‘Government procurement con-
tract’’ means any contract for the procure-
ment of any goods or services by any Federal 
agency. 

(Pub. L. 95–507, title II, § 224(a), Oct. 24, 1978, 92 
Stat. 1772; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 
Stat. 814.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means Pub. L. 95–507, 

Oct. 24, 1978, 92 Stat. 1757. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Small Busi-

ness Act which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Par. (2). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted ‘‘Govern-

ment Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Accounting 

Office’’. 

§ 638. Research and development 

(a) Declaration of policy 

Research and development are major factors 
in the growth and progress of industry and the 
national economy. The expense of carrying on 
research and development programs is beyond 
the means of many small-business concerns, and 
such concerns are handicapped in obtaining the 
benefits of research and development programs 
conducted at Government expense. These small- 
business concerns are thereby placed at a com-
petitive disadvantage. This weakens the com-
petitive free enterprise system and prevents the 
orderly development of the national economy. It 
is the policy of the Congress that assistance be 
given to small-business concerns to enable them 
to undertake and to obtain the benefits of re-
search and development in order to maintain 
and strengthen the competitive free enterprise 
system and the national economy. 

(b) Assistance to small-business concerns 

It shall be the duty of the Administration, and 
it is empowered— 

(1) to assist small-business concerns to ob-
tain Government contracts for research and 
development; 

(2) to assist small-business concerns to ob-
tain the benefits of research and development 
performed under Government contracts or at 
Government expense; 

(3) to provide technical assistance to small- 
business concerns to accomplish the purposes 
of this section; and 1 

(4) to develop and maintain a source file and 
an information program to assure each quali-
fied and interested small business concern the 
opportunity to participate in Federal agency 
small business innovation research programs 
and small business technology transfer pro-
grams; 

(5) to coordinate with participating agencies 
a schedule for release of SBIR and STTR so-
licitations, and to prepare a master release 
schedule so as to maximize small businesses’ 
opportunities to respond to solicitations; 

(6) to independently survey and monitor the 
operation of SBIR and STTR programs within 
participating Federal agencies; 

(7) to report not less than annually to the 
Committee on Small Business of the Senate, 
and to the Committee on Science and the 
Committee on Small Business of the House of 
Representatives, on the SBIR and STTR pro-
grams of the Federal agencies and the Admin-
istration’s information and monitoring efforts 
related to the SBIR and STTR programs, in-
cluding the data on output and outcomes col-
lected pursuant to subsections (g)(10), (o)(9), 
and (o)(15) of this section, the number of pro-
posals received from, and the number and 
total amount of awards to, HUBZone small 
business concerns under each of the SBIR and 
STTR programs, and a description of the ex-
tent to which Federal agencies are providing 
in a timely manner information needed to 
maintain the database described in subsection 
(k) of this section; and 

(8) to provide for and fully implement the te-
nets of Executive Order No. 13329 (Encouraging 
Innovation in Manufacturing). 

(c) Consultation and cooperation with Govern-
ment agencies; studies and recommendations 

The Administration is authorized to consult 
and cooperate with all Government agencies and 
to make studies and recommendations to such 
agencies, and such agencies are authorized and 
directed to cooperate with the Administration 
in order to carry out and to accomplish the pur-
poses of this section. 

(d) Joint programs; approval of agreements; 
withdrawal of approval; publication in Fed-
eral Register 

(1) The Administrator is authorized to consult 
with representatives of small-business concerns 
with a view to assisting and encouraging such 
firms to undertake joint programs for research 
and development carried out through such cor-
porate or other mechanism as may be most ap-
propriate for the purpose. Such joint programs 
may, among other things, include the following 
purposes: 

(A) to construct, acquire, or establish lab-
oratories and other facilities for the conduct 
of research; 

(B) to undertake and utilize applied re-
search; 

(C) to collect research information related 
to a particular industry and disseminate it to 
participating members; 

(D) to conduct applied research on a pro-
tected, proprietary, and contractual basis with 
member or nonmember firms, Government 
agencies, and others; 
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