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ments, adding subpar. (C). The text of subpar. (C) is 

based on amendment by Pub. L. 104–324. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–324, § 1106(c), added subsec. (c). 

1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–251, § 202(b)(1), (2), des-

ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a), inserted 

heading, and inserted before period at end ‘‘, including 

on a vessel documented under chapter 121 of title 46 or 

documented under the laws of a foreign country’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–251, § 202(b)(3), added subsec. 

(b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Except as otherwise specifically provided, amend-

ment by Pub. L. 104–264 applicable only to fiscal years 

beginning after Sept. 30, 1996, and not to be construed 

as affecting funds made available for a fiscal year end-

ing before Oct. 1, 1996, see section 3 of Pub. L. 104–264, 

set out as a note under section 106 of Title 49, Transpor-

tation. 

§ 1176. Penalties 

Whoever violates any of the provisions of sec-
tions 1172, 1173, 1174, or 1175 of this title shall be 
fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not 
more than two years, or both. 

(Jan. 2, 1951, ch. 1194, § 6, 64 Stat. 1135.) 

§ 1177. Confiscation of gambling devices and 
means of transportation; laws governing 

Any gambling device transported, delivered, 
shipped, manufactured, reconditioned, repaired, 
sold, disposed of, received, possessed, or used in 
violation of the provisions of this chapter shall 
be seized and forfeited to the United States. All 
provisions of law relating to the seizure, sum-
mary and judicial forfeiture, and condemnation 
of vessels, vehicles, merchandise, and baggage 
for violation of the customs laws; the disposi-
tion of such vessels, vehicles, merchandise, and 
baggage or the proceeds from the sale thereof; 
the remission or mitigation of such forfeitures; 
and the compromise of claims and the award of 
compensation to informers in respect of such 
forfeitures shall apply to seizures and forfeitures 
incurred, or alleged to have been incurred, under 
the provisions of this chapter, insofar as appli-
cable and not inconsistent with the provisions 
hereof: Provided, That such duties as are im-
posed upon the collector of customs or any other 
person with respect to the seizure and forfeiture 
of vessels, vehicles, merchandise, and baggage 
under the customs laws shall be performed with 
respect to seizures and forfeitures of gambling 
devices under this chapter by such officers, 
agents, or other persons as may be authorized or 
designated for that purpose by the Attorney 
General. 

(Jan. 2, 1951, ch. 1194, § 7, 64 Stat. 1135.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Offices of collector of customs, comptroller of cus-

toms, surveyor of customs, and appraiser of merchan-

dise in Bureau of Customs of Department of the Treas-

ury to which appointments were required to be made by 

President with advice and consent of Senate ordered 

abolished with such offices to be terminated not later 

than Dec. 31, 1966, by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1965, eff. May 

25, 1965, 30 F.R. 7035, 79 Stat. 1317, set out in the Appen-

dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-

ees. Functions of offices eliminated were already vested 

in Secretary of the Treasury by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 

1950, eff. July 31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, set out 

in the Appendix to Title 5. 

§ 1178. Nonapplicability of chapter to certain ma-
chines and devices 

None of the provisions of this chapter shall be 
construed to apply— 

(1) to any machine or mechanical device de-
signed and manufactured primarily for use at 
a racetrack in connection with parimutuel 
betting, 

(2) to any machine or mechanical device, 
such as a coin-operated bowling alley, shuffle-
board, marble machine (a so-called pinball ma-
chine), or mechanical gun, which is not de-
signed and manufactured primarily for use in 
connection with gambling, and (A) which when 
operated does not deliver, as a result of the ap-
plication of an element of chance, any money 
or property, or (B) by the operation of which 
a person may not become entitled to receive, 
as the result of the application of an element 
of chance, any money or property, or 

(3) to any so-called claw, crane, or digger 
machine and similar devices which are not op-
erated by coin, are actuated by a crank, and 
are designed and manufactured primarily for 
use at carnivals or county or State fairs. 

(Jan. 2, 1951, ch. 1194, § 9, as added Pub. L. 87–840, 
§ 6, Oct. 18, 1962, 76 Stat. 1077.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on sixtieth day after Oct. 18, 1962, 

see section 7 of Pub. L. 87–840, set out as an Effective 

Date of 1962 Amendment note under section 1171 of this 

title. 
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§ 1191. Definitions 

As used in this chapter— 
(a) The term ‘‘person’’ means an individual, 

partnership, corporation, association, or any 
other form of business enterprise. 

(b) The term ‘‘commerce’’ means commerce 
among the several States or with foreign na-
tions or in any territory of the United States or 
in the District of Columbia or between any such 
territory and another, or between any such ter-
ritory and any State or foreign nation, or be-
tween the District of Columbia or the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico and any State or territory 
or foreign nation, or between the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico and any State or territory 
or foreign nation or the District of Columbia. 

(c) The term ‘‘territory’’ includes the insular 
possessions of the United States and also any 
territory of the United States. 
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